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Sunday Times 
is trying to 
smear me, 
says Prescott 


Exclusive 


By Anthoiv Bevins, 

Steve Bqggan 

and i^ndrew Bunconte 

JiDHN PRESCOTT last night 
^ ^ accused the Sundm Times of 
u d^lanihig a reporter in his con- 
istituency Labour Party to act as 
badan a^nt provocateur, influ- 
culaencing allegations and local 
bouTtiale'tatde" of sleaze and scan- 
ThedaL 

man A report yesterday from 
coo'^ivemmcDt auditors cleared 
Ed him of any impropriety in the 
wb sale of Hull Housing Action 
Thist houses to a company 
which employed the Depui^ 
Prime Mmister’s son. Jonathan 
Prescott. 

IpU' Mr Prescott launched his 
outspoken attack on Rupert 
Murdoch's Sunday Times - the 
paper that carried allegations 
last weekend that he bad £uled 
to declare a £27,750 donation 
from the Joseph Rowntree Re> 
form Trust, and a report head- 
lined: “Prescott's son may cash 
in as oouQcil homes go cheap.” 
In an attack that might well 
displease No 10 - whidt has 
been cultivating Mr Murdoch 
and his empire - Mr Prescott ao 
cused the new^per of mnnli^ 
a poUtically-motivated cam- 
paign to smear him, fuelled 
a man who had been “planted” 
in his Hull East constituency 
party. 

' He told 77ie Independent 
that the undercover reporter 
was Simon Ihunp, who had 
switched membership of the 
Bristol West Labour Rirty to 
Hull East in August 1996. Mar- 
tin Ivcns. the paper's deputy ed- 
itor. last night conEimed that 
Mr Trump had been sent up to 
Hull “to gel storks', having pre- 
vinasly worked for the paper in 
the West Country. 

“The Sunday Times role, 
both in the incident for myself 
and East Hull,' Mr Prescott 
sakt, “has been one that bas had 
more poh'tical content and mo- 



John Prescott: Received 
tip-off about Infiltrators 

tivatioo than that of journalists 
nying to find out what is wrong. 
It’s a Idod oC, almost agent 
provocateur role.” 

The tayesdgatioa into Mr 
Prescott was launched by the 
newspaper more than 12 
months ago and was referred to 
inside its Wapping offices as 
Project X. 

Neighbours at the three- 
storey Victorian house that 
Hump described as “home” 
said yesterday that be was sel- 
dom seen, but when he was, he 
described himself as a “travel- 
ling salesman”. 

He occupied a ground-floor 
bedsit at 17 Westcott St, a 
stone’s throw flrxn the Hull East 
Labour Party headquarters, 
where Mr Prescott bolds his 
suigeries and wfaitA Trump in- 
filtrated. 

Yet there is no evidence 
that he intended to use it as a 
permanent base. Inquiries by 
TTie Independent have estab- 
lished that he was not on the 
electoral register and none of 
bis credit cards were registered 
at the address. 

Andrew Thomas, a 36-year- 
old student said: “We hardly 
ever saw him, but he wasn't here 
very often. I spoke to him once 
and be said he was a travelling 
salesman and simpty used the 
flat as a base. 

“But we did notice in the 


mail lots of Labour Party liter- 
ature for him. I remember iu 
particular one envelope that 
quite clearfy said; Tab^ Par- 
ty membership’. He was a very 
clean-cut chap and I did notice 
that he has a very new car.” 

Comparing what was hap- 
pening now on the Sundi^ 
Tones with what bad happened 
more than 30 years ago, ^en 
he had been investigated by the 
same newspaper for his role in 
tbecoQtTGWi^ 1966 seamen’s 
strike, Mr Prescott said: “It’s a 
veiy shaidjy shadow of the those 
days." 

“Now you get in there, teQ 
them you’re a mate, nxnck 
around in all the crap. It's not 
even an issue of politics. This is 
about internal tittle-tattle. 

“The 5und^ Timer went up 
there with the objea of show- 
ing corruption. *^ey couldn’t 
show corruption, and so he 
feeds the concept of comtption 
with all the tittle-tattle.” 

He told TTie Independent 
that he bad been ti{^)ed off last 
year, after the May election, that 
people had been put into Hull 
to corrupticKL “I was giv- 
en a name, this man Tr ump I 
checked it out; be had been in 
Bristol, then he changed to 
Hull, and I asked around the 
councillors and 1 asked my 
agent and be said he bad heard 
this guy had been accepted i^ 
the party and [was] going oat 
with the coundllors for drinks 
and things like that” 

Mr Prescott, Senetazy of 
State for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions, 
called the auditors in after al- 
legations that 25 homes bad 
been sold to Wyke Develop- 
ments at a knockdown price of 
just over £SJxn each, rriien they 
were worth about £20JXK). 

The inquiry found that a 
“satisfactory price” was 
achieved for the taxp^r in the 
sale by the North Hull Housing 
Action Trust to ^ke Devel- 
opments and that ministers 
were not involved in the trans- 
action. 


Travolta shows his true Primary Colors 



Him firste John Travolta and hB¥dfeKdUywidiafal» cover of Time arriving at the pr em iere 
in Los Angeles of Ptimay Cohn, in which he plays the Presid o nt Phoco^aph: AH’ 


By Tim Cornwell 

in Los Angeles 


CANDIDATE John Travolta 
arrives in American theatres 
next week. The film veision of 
Piimaty Colors, the novel that 
set Washington on fire with its 
thinly veiled portrayal of the 
1992 Clinton campaign, pre- 
miered in Los Angeles on 
Hiutsday night 

The film’s boosters say Tra- 
volta’s portrayal of Jack Stan- 
ton - read Bill Clinton - is 
uncanny, from the moist eyes 
and h^-rismg silver hair to the 
presidential bug and Arkansas 
drawL Tlavolta is backed by 
Emma T ht yqpsnri, aka Hillaiy , 
as the politidan’s vrife, and 
British actor Adrian Lester as 
the. story's narrator and con- 


science, Henry Burton, doso- 
ly compared to Clinton cam- 
paign glamour boy George 
Stephanopoulos. 

For film buffs, there is the 
particular pleasure of seeing 
BQiy Bob Thornton, fresh from 
his role as a half-crazed killer 
in Slin^tlade, playing the fic- 
tional version of- Clinton's po- 
litical axe man, James Carville. 

The huge publicity promis- 
es a major HbUywood d€but for 
stage actor Lester, 27. Thomp- 
son, he told USA Today, “held 
my band because she knew 
what it was like ooming to Los 
Angeles. She made sure I 
didn't feel too lonely, and I wiD 
never forget thaL” 

The timing could not have 
been better its makers, or ap- 
parently worse for BQi cjinton . 


at a time when Monica Lewin- 
sky has at last moved off the 
front pages. In the film Jadt 
Stanton’s “bimbo” arrives as 
hairdresser Cashmere McLeod, 
played by Gia Caiides, for 
■whom read m^tdub singer 
Gennifer Flowers. 

But the film is not as sharp 
in its portrayal of Qinton as tlM 
book, whose anoiQmous au- 
thor was finally revealed as 
Neiwntwek writer Joe Klein. 

'fravolta, 44, was paid a re- 
ported $17m. But he is a self- 
prodaimed fan of the 
President who says he has tak- 
en“zerDinterest”iatheLewia- 
sl^ a£Eur. “I knew the film was 
not ^ing to be a dieap shot,” 
be s^ 'There are other issues, 
such as .. .the truth of politics, 
and ridng above that tnitii.” 


Lawrence case officer faces charge 


By Matthew Brace 

4 

The Police Complaints 
Authority (PCA) bas recom- 
mended that a senior officer in- 
volved in the original inquiiy 
into the murder of the Mack 
teenager Stephen Lawrence, 
dlled five years ago. should face 
a. charge of neglect of duty. 
Scotland Yard said Iasi night. 

Stephen, a bright, popular, 
18 -year-old student, was 
stabbed to death at a bus stop 
in Eltham. south-east London, 
by a gang of white youths in 
April 19W. Nobody has been 

convicted of the murder. 

The officer Involved bas not 


II .11. 




been suspended or named, nor 
the rank revealed, and Scotland 
Yard was last night considering 
if the individual would Face an 
internal disciplinary board. 

The board has a wide range 
of options to consider if the 
officer was disciplined, indud- 
ing dismissal from the force. 

The PCA stated: ‘Authority 
member Ms Joe Dobty has 
recommended that one senior 
officer who is still serving with 
the Metropolitan Police service 
should face a charge of nc^cct 
of duty.” 

The PCA investigatioQ start- 
ed in spring last year following 
the inquest into Stephen’s 
death that found be was un- 
lawfully killed in a racially mo- 
tivated attack by five white 
youths. 

The Lawrence family called 
for an investigation into the 
police handling of the case and 
a report on the investi^tion 



Stephen Lawrence: stabbed 
by a gang of white youths 

was published last December. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Metropolitan Police said last 
night: have received their 

recommendation and the mat- 
ter is under disoission. This is 


being considered the Met- 
ropolitan Iblioe Service. If nec- 
cssaiy. the authority has the 
power to direct the Metropol- 
itan Police Service to cfaaige the 
officer.” 

Stephen’s father, Neville 
Lawrence, said the news was a 
small step in the right direction, 
but not enough. “One of the 
main things i have said all 
along is that when 1 feel vindi- 
cated is when somebottys doing 
time, and. that’s the only time 
1 am going to feet vinfficated in 
any w^,“ he told the BBCsScr 

O'clock N^. 

A member of ihe'Stepben 
Lawrence campaign, Mrs Ros 
Howelis, added: “We have 
always known that the police 
faQed. It’sapityttet it’s just one 
police officer and the others 
have retired, but we think h's 
great news.” 

T think tlm has come as 
quite a shock to Doreen 


Lawrence. But five years on we 
will never feel good until the 
perpetrators of the crime are 
behind bars.” 

It is unusual that the 
Lawrence family has been in- 
formed of the PCA’s recom- 
mendatipn before the 
Metropolitan. Police have bad 
achance to consider it, but this 
move hi g hli g hts the high pro- 
file that the case bas taken. The 
Stephen Lawrence rampaign 
bas petitioned coostantty dur- 
ing the years since Stephen’s 
death for justice, ofren in the 
face of seemingly impossible 
Odds. 

A source at the PCA said: 
“This has been forced upon us 
by the demandsof the Inqoiiy. 

“We decided it wa< impor- 
tant that all officers should 
know whether they faced dis- 
ciplinary diaiges. We also felt ■ 
th^ if the officers knew, the 
famity should know too.” 


Today’s news 


Call ft>r flexibility in 

murder sentence 

The mandatory life sentence 
for murder slmuld be abol- 
ished and judges, not the 
Home Secretary, shonld de- 
cide the terms, the Lord 
Chief Justice said yesterdtty. 

Page4 

Britons killed on 
Greek island 

A Briti^ couple have been 
stabted to deaffi in tiidr re- 
tirement home qn-tbe'Greek 
island of Cephaionia. 

Pages 

Dome gas angers 
environmentalists 

Environmentalists vowed to 
resume their battle against 
the millennium dome after it 
became known that its air 
conditioning system woiild 
use a powerful “greenhouse 
gas”. Pages 
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Hacker stole 
secrets of stars 
from dustbins 


By Steve Boggan 


ATTtAINEE solicitor collected 
secret information on some of 
the fop names m shembusioess 

— Tfirfiirifng PltnT^ Jfthn gfiH T hr ri 

Lloyd-'^^bber-.bybacUngmto 
tlien agenf s ocnqniter arid Eum- 

maging Ih^igh . his dnarhing. 

Other Stars whose personal 
details he obtained indude 
Lloyd Cole, Lionel Ritchie, the 
dancer Michael Platley and 
Barry Humphries 

Among items s^ by The. Jh- 
dqtendait are .tour arrange- 
ments for Sir Elton, details of a 
private performance b&gave for 
the Sultan of Brunei, the borne 
telephone numbers and world- 
wide addresses for a host of stars 
and.even an intemal memo to 
staff waming them to be care- 
ful of how they (fispose of thdr 
TubbisL Some doc^ents bore 
the words *Tb be shredded”. 

Benjamin Fdl, 34, vdio is now 
being aied by Sir Bton and the 
agent, John Reid Enterprises, 
stystae amassed 75 bags of pa- 
pers, indudiag statements, 

■ confidential legd correspon- 
dence and tour arrangements 
befc »beii^stoppedbyaEGgh 
Court ii^ction. 

For six months after the 
death of Diana, Princess of 
^^hles, Mr PeJl k£^ an dectrooic 
aiKl pitysied vi^ on the London 
offk^ of Mr Reid in the hqpe 
of disoovering secrets abont her 
friends^ with Elton John, 
whose wag “Candle In The 
Wind" was re-dedicated to her. 

T couldn’t believe my eyes 
vdieo I saw how eaty it was to 
get hold of this stuff,” Mr PeD, 
who also works as a freelance 
music journalist, told The In- 
dependent. “I went through 
their rubbish and I got some 


veiy dever computer nerds to 
ha^ into the tyStein for me. 
Getting into the computer tys- 
tem was even easier than get- 
ting into the ToblMsh. 

Tam a fan of Hum’s and 1 
wondered whether I could find 
anythmg out after Diana's 
deadi. 1 certainty don’t usually 
go through people’s nfobisfa or 
hadt into their computers.” 

ThioDgb his soopphi^ 
Mr Pell found copies of Elton 
JMm’s bank statements and let- 
ters ftom his acocoatants, Itioe 


ova'his rates of ezpendituxe on 
homy itons. These details were 
puUl^tedmtheMtrTtroew^pa- 
per, tesultiiQ in wots being issued 
t^atQstMrAfi, tiiepubikistMax 
Cfifirad and the Afbrnr. 

He also found copies of let- 
ters from Sir Eltoa and Ridiaid 
Branson arguing over die in- 
duskm of “Candle In the Wind” 
on a charity album. He insists 
that the Price W^rhouse let- 
ters and the Branson exchang es 
were Found in nibbish outside 
the agent’s offices. 

Mr Pen is DOW limited in vAat 
he can say about the affair. 
Lawyers for Mr Reid succeed- 
ed m haying a strict Anton KUer 
order issued gainst him, al- 
lowing them to freeze his assets 
and search at his address. They 
(£d not manage to recover aity 
of the documents, which The 7/1- 
dependent understands are stiD 
in existence, possibty abroad. 

Mr Reid is in Australia on 
busioess.I'fioolaThrnbull.hisdi- 
lectm-ofbuaiDes affairs, said the 
company was unable to com- 
ment beouse of the pending lo< 
gal actions. It is understood, 
however, that the company will 
deny that confidential infonna- 
tion was thrown out as rubbish. 


MOUTH 
W AT E RING 
OYSTERS. 
(BUT NOT 
FROM OUR 
FOOD HALL.) 



Ttr Hoam.finrjrwfttetr. muaJ floor. 

It’s probably rbe largest, most tempting diaplay of 
Rolex OyatersyouTI ever see, all glittering beneath 
the cr^tal chandeliers in our Watch Room. And 
because we don't believe youllever see Finer 
chronometers in your life, we've made sure it's not 
fer from the champagne in the Wine Department. 
Just in ease you should feel like celebrating the 
' purchase of a lifetime. 
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Bingham in 
plea over 
murder 
sentences 


By CoGn Brovm 

Chief POlitiLdl Correspondent 


MANDATORY life sentences 
for murder should be abol- 
ished and judges, not the Home 
Secretary, should decide the 
terms served by murderers, 
the Lord Chief Justice said 
yesterday. 

The current situation ig- 
nores “a cardinal principle of 
morality, justice and democra- 
tic government'* - that the 
prison term to be served should 
be announced in open court. 
Lord Bingham told an audience 
of senior police officers. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, moved quickly, howev- 
er. to quash any possibility of 
the Government taking up 
Lord Bingham s proposal And 
victims' families angrily reject- 
ed the proposal as ‘‘ludicrous''. 

In ids speech, Lord Bingham 
rejected the argument that 
murder was such a uniquely evil 

crime that onbr a life term 
would do, as "at best, a quar- 
ter truth”. 

Murders varied greatly and 
it was ‘^injustifiablc” to treat 
them all the same, he said. 

He cited as an example the 
case of paratrooper Lee Q^g. 
who was jmled for life for the 
murder of a joyrider in Belfast 
Although Cl^ has been grant- 
ed a nstiial. Lord Bk^am 
said even if he was guU^ as orig- 
inally charged, be did not de- 
serve the same sentence os a 
mass murderer like Fred West 

Lord Bingham said the real 
problem lay in the o blig ation to 
pass a life sentence on all mur- 
derers. And he added that the 
current rules ignored ^a cardi- 
nal principle of morality, justice 
and democratic government” - 
that the prison term to be 
served should be announced in 
open court 

^ murderejs are 
automatii^ly j^^ for life. 


The judge in secret recom- 
mends a term of years to be 
served - the “tariff” - but ^hfs 
can be altered by the Lord Chief 
Justice and the Home Secietaiy. 
Once the tariff is served, the 
Home Secretary decades when 
the killer should be released. 

That means the life sen- 
tence “is DO more than a for- 
mula which gave no real due to 
the offender, to the victim’s 
family, to the media or to the 
public at large, what in practi- 
cal terms of years to be served 
in prison the sentence meant”. 
Lord Bingham said. 

In bis response, the Home 
Secretary said mandatoiy life 
sentences were necessary to 
protect the public and ensure 
the punishment imposed on 
crimLials fitted their crime. 

"Murder is very different 
from all other categories of of- 
fence. The public e^>ect and re- 
quire greater protection fixun 
murderers,” Mr Straw said. 

Lord Bingham was accused 
of being "complete^ out of 
touch unth reality” Nonnan 
Black, of Support After Mur- 
der and Manslaughter, whose 
giriftiend was murdered four 
years ago. "It’s an insult to the 
bereaved who are left behind,” 
he said. "We don’t want revenge 
but we do want retribution ... 

“Proper sentencing won’t 
bring ai^ne back but it w0I 
give us a sense of justice. 7b tiy 
and do away vdth the life sen- 
tence is sizqity d^radmg to us.” 

Lord Bingham's proposal 
was welcomed, however, 
the cMl rights group liberty. 
"Mandatoiy life sentences pre- 
vent the court ^ving a sen tents 
thfli is appropriate and just,” 
said Libei^dlrector Johnlllhd- 
ham. “Th^ allow politicians to 
interfere with aentendog and al- 
low them to .decide when an- 
other person should be released 
.tom piisqS which 

should be left to the courts." 



Th« delegation led by William McPherson at the scene of Stephen Latwrenc^ ir^ l ^der yesterday 


Lawrence inquir 


By Matthew Brace 


THE MAN heading a new in- 
quiiy into the murder of the 
black teenager Stephen Law- 
rence paid an emotional visit 
to the, sife qf Jhc qttqck in 
£it 

yesta&y."* 

Sir llifiUiam Maepfaerson of 
Quay, a retixed Court 
Judge, said to ^ A bid to 
enooorage witnesses to come 



imem- 

ory of Stephen”. 

“It is ri^t that ttiis mquiiy 
is into his death and it seemed 
to me right to come Imre and 
remind people of the terrible 
events of five years ago,” Sir 
Wiliam said. - 

He ^jent sevetaTBcmites 
looking at a memoriai stone in 
the pavement at die qxH vriieie 
Stephen .died, which was de- 
fect last week. 



Phoepgrap^^Katosh Uchfgra 




visits site of kimng 


year-H 
be 

1993. 
victed of j 
crimiBal ■ 

•pfosfe6itioaL* 

Sir wmiam hasalroat^to' 
pealed for more witnesses to. 
come and gimeisctoce 
to the inquiiy, wIbA gels un- 



der way on MondiQ^ at the Ele- 
[rfiant and Castle, south Lon- 
don. 

He admitted yesterday that 
DO one had responded 10 his ap- 
peal but he said he stfll hoped 
t the inquiry, announced 
tlie Home Sesrelaiy’Jack > 
lw last July, would help 
solve some the questims sur- 
roundiDg the case. 

“I hope it will lance the boil 
and help the Lawrences come 


f^%!naB-whh the dreadful 
eveok^ five years a^” he 
said. 

“New proGccutions are un- 
likefy, as everyone who knowa 
about this C8K must realise, but 
it’s impossible to forecast what 
\ will cone out of this inqiSty.” 

Hve inen -were arrested in 
oonnectioa with the murder but 
charges against two were 
dropped in Sqrtember 1995. 
llie trial of the remaining three 


collapsed at the Old Bailey 
the following yeat,. - 

An inquest last year decid- 
ed that Stephen was untawfot- 
jytiUedmantmpnwokedraCbi . 
attack by five white youths. 

Sv vi^iato '"'hu vro 
the spM oniri before, addbd that 
another reason foryesterday’s ^ 
visit was to "mark our disgust 
. m ibe vandalism that was per- 
petrated”’. “It was an unspeak- 
able act," he said. 


WEATHER 

The British Isles, noon today 



General summary and oudoolc 

Scotland will be veiy mild twt mainly cloudy and bieezy 
with occasional drizzly rain, more especially over west- 
facing coasts and hills. Sheltered areas cri eastern Scot- 
land will be a little brighter with a few sunny intervals 
and the highest temperaturas. Northern Ireland, northern 
England and north Wales will also be largely cloudy bul 
mild with nott^ woise than a few spots of drizzle. 
Meanwhile, south Wales and die rest of Englaid will be 
dry and mild with a mix of cloud and a few sunny 
spells. 

Sunday will be mild again eveiywhere with the best of 
the sunny spells In the south. Northern Scotland will 
ham some light rain, and this damp we^.wlll extend 
across Northern Ireland aid soirthem Scotland by 
evening. On Mond^ (bizzly rain will edge south through 
England and Wties, but Scotland and Northern Irefend 
will fern brighter and cruder. Tuesday will be cold with a 
brisk wind and a mix of sunshine and showers. 
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(M6). Iknw IsK ta Ti* b M6 Noitt) doe 
b tasuhclno aiofc OccasNWri owndA cb- 
SUBS. Until April 17. 

Wnt MWiin. M62 JZfr.29, Deatauy b 
iMds. (MWIiw uri tesbcOona Untt b^ 
91199B, 

Gn* MoKheslw. A666 bebeen &nBuA 
& AbdIw. St Ite's Vik- ikiodinriis wNh no 
access to SI Mb's Wfe bom he i(easter 
RauMdwuLUnlOZahMw ' 

InariBro, MS bsbeen J32 Rredon (MSS) 
nl J33 IsmasiBr (AQ. lane doswB. 2 Ins 
onfydtaraay. 

Oit lad Iboet viik M Roed- 
WBtebdi BOSS 401 In to tael m ad 
into Hfc nsK. Souca lb MompUi As- 
kcUdb UbctooBiasappaintatEbv 
■to) op gar oiR OH Ota llBBd to VM. 


Ughtin^p times 

TODAY 


TOMORROW 


Rrtteri 1525 

to 

6J8 

BUfaat— . 

...1827 

to 

627 

BbntedMm-.18.09 

to 

622 

BlinHiiglMin-.lB.ll 

to 

620 

Brtetoi 

.-18.13 

to 

625 

Bristol — 

—18.15 

to 

623 

Carafw— ~ 

— 1B.1B 

to 

623 

Gbtoto 

—1820 

to. 

620 

Londte....— 

-.18.03 

to 

6.15 

London,—..., 

..18.05 

to 

6.13 

MtoJtolkf 

-.18.11 

to 

624 

Manchester. 

—18.13 

to 

622 

NeKtoSe —18.08 

to 

622 

Hewcatoe ..—18.10 

to 

620 

Wrttliidtow 

-.18.08 

to 

6.17 

Nettbghvn 

....16.10 

to 

&15 


Air quality 

Yesterday’S Readings 

NOj O, 

London Moderate Qdod 

S Englantl Moderate - Good 
waies Good Good 

CGnglaixJ Moderate Good 

N Erqpatrd Good Good 

ScoUand Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


Outlook for Toduv 

NO- O, 

london Moderate Good 

S England Moderate f yv?d 

Wales Moderate Good 

C England Moderate Good 

N Errand Good Good 

Scotland Good Good 

N Ireland Good Good 


High tides 

AM Hr PM Hr 
tentai 0437 7A 14S7 72 

Itmpcel nh 1404 9.3 

4mmtah dOk0013U> 20U0 13.1 
teriKAlnt Dodd 07:07 BA 1415 8.7 

C toi wck 01:29 U 13^9 34 

DonUoftata 004U 34 141 B 4.1 


Sun and moon 


□ 


Sunrisee' 

Sunstb: 


06.18 

18,03 


MDonifsee 19JO 
Motauls: 06,98 

LtotQnrtenMeidi 

21 
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teis. National telsvi^was less odted, lead- 
ing iQ news buHetins with the latest on the 


ui txasaaa mptosampxm Norway. 

The inao io the street shrugged his shttildeit 
sure that the President would soon be back. 

kfr Yehsin, who had his finest boizr atop' 
a hardline coup attempt in 
1991, thrives on sitiiations whoe he has to 
Is Dot a man to let mere Qlitess fssl 
him down. ^ 

And we can onfy hope that the rdative 
filasnost of post-Communist Russia is bur 

guarantee that when we are told oEBcblty he 
. nas“acDteIaiyngotiacheitis^betea%do« 

have a sore threat or somechb^siDiiBar and 
not some life-threatening iDness.- Leonid 

Brezhnev, adtei all , was stin described as bav^ 

ing a cold whm he lay on his death 

Sm^ since he underwent a heart lypass 
operation in November 1996, the Russian 
Ptesident*s health has been a forwor- 
iylhxoi^iout tile world. Under pressure from 
the press, Mr Ydtsin has had to learn to be 
more honest abont ft 
He first disappeared mto ho^iial without 

eiqpZaiiatibfl after hfikhail Gorbachev, 

. then leader offiie Soviet Union, sacked him 
from the ruling Communist Pai^ Fbhtbaro 
in 1987, In retrospect, it seems fins shocking 
have maxiced the start of his heart pFoUenoB. 
Bnt Mr Gorbachev uinrittii^^ helped his ca- 
reer by making him a martyr and, vriien he 
came out of ho^ital, he went on to become 
the most pqjular oppbsitioa politician m Rus- 
sia. He was elected Russian President in June 
1991 and took over frran Mr Grabadiev as 
Kremlm leader when the Soviet Union 
coHap!<ed bterlhat year. 

The heavy^lrinldQg Yeltsin tried to keep 
fit ly {d^qrtng tennis. But heart proUems con- 
tinued to dog faim, bursting out into the open 


BORIS Al^ THE BOTTU ■ 
Does Boris Yetesin dridd Is the FNape a 
GahoTid Before he underwent he^ 
tn November t996, kwoiMhardfyhafe'dc- 
curred to vodka-kivfng Russians to doubt that 
tiieir PresideRC drank. They would ,r^ have 
iw^iectied hifh if he had abstained. Does Boris 
Yitetn dririk itpw? There Is rto real evidence 
^'anyhaid.dri^diyt.riowadays: ' 


mms YDTSIN 


'jostafrerhehadwonasecradteonasRuss- 
onAesidA in the summer of At fiist, 

asyesteid^, aides said he had'a koe finpat^ 
but hfecoatinned absence from puMic-view 
. so soon after he had won a ktemimg dectkm 

Soon were fbrced4b .admit. that the 

suppfy to bis hm^ 

hfr Ye&n then cairn Sdan to tbe Rnfo- 
iaii pftftplft hhnMlfj •ayw»g Wfe nfanm- 

validwasiitefwhteahdlmhatfldeddedto 
lindm;^ a heart bypass, a felaiive^^fr^ 
operatimi m the R^ao tbarlinoo^d rcr 
tmn to politics wttii r e ae yed'^>jyicr. - 1 - 
■ ' The (fetation, carried out by a iemn of 

*«i - — - — « 


being at least Britons 

stabbed to 

death on 

Greek isle 


Michael De> Bak^ hoverii^ in 
groond, was described in smpddqg detaQ to 
the press. Dr De Bakcy'dedared Mr Yeltsn^ 
operation a cooqdete success, s^ing it 
would giye lum 10 niora years^tife if he 
control!^ his drinlrin£ mid resisted Ids 


But imftMtiinatefy, straight after the opera- 
tion^ the itrefnKn leader a co ld and 
fdl ill with pneumniiia inthe fireedog Jan^ 
uaiy of 1997. His r et urn to politics was de- 
layed until last 9 iing. 

Since then he has been'adive boti) on tiw 
intecnatiooal stage and at home. He takes 
more holidays than a younger leader might 

dn — hk fishing and e1fnng .trtpK mt- tebw kftri 

to assure us.of his CQDtindog lobustimss, He 
is deady ageing and ye^ though bis enemite 
say it, he is not like Brezhnev, just a corpse 
being propped up for diow. He is kill men- 
tal^ ak^ and, vAea the q»dewbdc.has been 
done.hy his tmdeifingSi ke is stiD the man vrito 
takes the oltimate H«»rtwftna. 


' fake yw*r be ntada her an official pres? 
identfel aide, reapoiidble Ibr Ifraige. 

TsCyme, 38, a former rbdert sde^^ 
app af Wfidy* playa a st ron g rrroteiiehibd 
the throne tim Mr Ydtmn^ wtf^ 
.Naina, who fa said to like baldng cekes 
. and lodklhg after the gyandchUdren. . 


DADDrSUTTLEGim. '■ • 
WhedrerMrYeltrinredieswterrflkni^^^lc^i^hcl^'^^ 
or tvfee to extend vdatfifa chervdes'c^ 
hb *T«ar4Bn ruf^’ kito 

twy rhay depeod'ph tlw adMarhe : 


bychenfap. Hetn«teltereodtechlin^ - iteitei ofRuofae^ 



Surrivor; *Yeitrin is Cke a cat; he has nine 8ve< said one Russian Phocograplu'Brian Harris 




ByLoubeJury 


A BRlTlSHconple have been 
stabbed to death at their re- 
tirenienl home 00 the Greek 
land of Cqihalonia. 

Roy Ecdes, 55, and his wife, 

Judith, 49, were found by Mrs 
Bodes’ brother, who was lut- 
ing the island, in the earty 
hoots of Thursday, the Foreign 
Office s^ Tbqr are believed 
m have been IdDed in didr bed& 
Their car was found abandoned 
25 miles away near the forty port 
of Sami, vdiere boats connea 
with Patras on the mainland. 
Rsrty extra police officers were 
drafted In from the mainland 
yesterd^ to help with the in- 
quiry, am) a qiecialist team 
was due to examine the car. 

The murders have sbodced 
tire peaceful island made &- 
mous by Louis de Beniiere’s 
book, Captain CortUi'a Man- 
dofin. A local police official said: 
•nhis is an unprecedented 
crime in our area," 

Mr Bodes, a former electri- 
cal eogureer, and his wife, an ac- 
countant, had retired from 
Gambridgedrire to drear newly- 
buSt house on the edge of the vil- 
lage of Kammarata last October. 

A police qrokesman said 
they were hot sure of the mo- 
tive for the attack. The victims 
sabered multiple stab wounds 
and tire house was ransadced, 
but there were' several puz- 
zling features. 

The state of the house 
means tiiat bujglaiyfapossaUev 
but we found a lot of jewtlleiy 
and other oqrensive things left 
bdmid,’’ be said. ’’We are look- 
iirg at other possibilities. It 
could have bem over an aigu- 
meoL But we tend to go for rob- 
ber} It the momeDL” 

Nick SUavounalds, the own- 
er of a holid^ qraitmeut block 
in Aigostoii, the Uggest town 00 



Murdered ki thdr beds; Roy 
Ecdee and hb wife JucBtfi 




the island, said the murders had 
shocked eveiyone. 

“Ceifoalonia is a peaceful 
place and I don’t remember 
there ever being a murder be- 
fore,” he said. The worst thing 
that happens is in the summer 
when tile island fiUs up with 'ris- 
itois and sometimes people ^t 
killed m road accidents.” 

Qquam Cordli's Afonriofin, 
the book which features the is- 
land, the in the Ionian 
chain, has bera in the bestsdler 
list for months. It charts the Ital- 
ian occupatfon during the Seo 
ond World Whr and the idea 
that paradise can be violated by 
evfl. As many as one in five (k 
the thousands of Britons who 
visit the island are estimated to 
airive with a copy of the novel 


Male primary teachers join 
the endangered species list 


By Judith Jufid 

Education Editor 

Male prima^ teadieis are be- 
coming an endangered qiedes. 
. )iOnly nine per cent of sixtb-foxm 
boys put teaching as their top 
career dioice omqiared with 40 
per cent of gjris, according to a 
new survey pubfished today. 

Men account for on)^ 17 per 
cent of primary sdipol teadieis 
and, if the decline oontinues at 
the present rate, the male pri- 
maiy teacher will have ditep- 
peared by the year 2010; 

Nigel de Gruefay, getieral 
secretary of tiie National As- 
sodatioQ of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Tbachefs, 
blained psy for the feminisatuni 
iif the {Session. Tbachii^ is 
OK for a second income in a 
fanuly but as a first income - 
whidi is vriiat young then mi^t 
more likely be looking for - it 
is extremely unattractive.” 

He ^ve the example of an 
iinni^ eig^t-year*old 'Wbo W8S 
recently visit^ by o 
a cation^ psychologist. “He 

^called her Miss. As far as this 

b<^ was. concerned, maleness 



A rare breed- there aren’t many left Rke John Alderton 


and edneation were obvioody 
mutually exclurive Figartt 
piibKshcd receody diow that in 
1996 Cfofy 8,262 men entered 

tPaf4uir tr aiiwngeniTipar edwiffa 

19,630 wranen. 

D'ghty ei^t per cent of pi>- 
maiy dassroom teadiezs are 
women and the proportion of 
deputy beads and heads 
isrisii^ 

Even in secondary sdiobis, 
where men have trutatkuially 
outnumbered women, there are 


now 96,000 female teadiers 
compared witii 90,000 men. 

Yestenhy’s survey, carried 
out by the .Thacher Thuniug 
Agency and ^ National Umoo 
oi Tbacfaeis, comes at a time 
wbmi tiie pioportian of male 
teachers is falfing steacfily. 

Doug McAvoy, the umon’s 
general secretary; said the find- 
iogS weie woriyiiig. The poor- 
er performance of boys 
compmed with gills has in part 
been linked with a lack of male 


role modds m eaxfy education.” 
The survey more than 
1,000 16-19-year-olds showed 
tiiat twice as maz^ girls as boys 
stud they would be attracted to 
leadtinglylevdsofpay. Both 
sexes found long holidays a 
veiy attraictire part of the job 
and were most put off by the 
idea of unruly pupils. 

There is growing concern 
about teacher reouitment The 
Commons Select Committee 
on Education recent^ warned 
zninisteis that xugent action 
was needed. Applications for 
one-year postgraduate courses 
ate down by 10 per cent The 
drop for mths is 22 per cent 
and for physics 34 per cent 
John Horaon, an educa- 
tional consultant and former 
adviser to the 'foacber Training 
Agency, said: TVbmen are go- 
ing into teaching because they 
think it invoives a life^e 
whidi i nclud e s qtiality time for 
children. All ttiMs taifc from the 
Government about longer 
hocus and teaches taking on Ih- 
eracy and numeracy'summer 
sdnols in the boUdtys sa higb- 
riric strategy.” 


If you knew how 
much you’re being 
overcharged 
for life cover, the 
shock could kill you 


Milk chocolate wins a reprieve from Brussels 


By KatMne Butl w ■" Brussels 

THERE is fn»h neira from the fiontmto 

G«al Chocolate Wir-traditio^Q^^^ 

mi& chocolate has been saved by the Brus- 

sel&bureaucrats. . 

In the latest twto to a long-nin^W 

the Eufopean COminission has 
tempts by^ocolate purists on 
nemw force British people to buy only 
chocolate made from pure . 

U thedismmr of 

Bclgiumaod France, the ^nunissi 

«,^nK.™bc.*oftheE.mp^ 

4(ament, who in a shock vote 1^^^ 

^^......roVwinnnBntiffipeo- 


rise the use in their tcrriioiy of 


mifo cihoccilate to designate the prodi^. 

Thfo would have forced Cadbury’s to 

change the redpe if tb^ wanted to go OB 
^j ^yrrihing theit bexsas milk chocolate, ei- 
tiier on tiie home market or for eqiorL 
But the Cpmxnisaoa has ignpred.tim 
amendment in its latest vecsoq of the di- 
recthv. Brussels has also thro^ out an 
amendment insisting that tterecanbeno 
new diocolate legislation until sdentisis 
devise a reliable method'for monitoring 
the amount of vegetable fat in a bar of 
chocolate. ^ . 

The diocolate war is as old as Bntam s 
jnembeiship of the Etuopean Unkm and 
ihe new chocolate directiveis the Com- 

mfasion’s attempt to end iL In 19TO the UK 
and were gran i fd exe mp tions from 

8 ben on "laHng chocolate from anytinug 
otiier than cocoa blitter. . _.. 

Bui while we were allowed to indulge 


the narinnai aavlug for sweet milky bars 
made with up to 5 per cesi vegeaUe fat, 
regarded as inferior on the Continent, the 
EU banned the ea^xm of British chocolate 
to the rest of Euxope. The new directive 
would open up the trade for the first time 
in almost 25 years, although it looks as if 
we may have a sii^e c o rtency before we 
have a true Europ^ chocolate union. 

Foot coooa-jaoducmg countries such as 
Ivory Coflfit are (foeply opset by the latest 
Commiraon rnim g. They are not takmg 
into account the interests of produemg 
countries; although this directive will lead 
to a reduction in consumption of cocoa,” 
said Slas Kamga, secretary geoeral of the 
OoooaFrodncers Assoctadon. And MEFs 
wifi get ahotbmiLtteinpt to stymie the Com- 
missfon'a pxoposai when the legislation 

comes back for a second teadmg in a few 
weeks’ time. 


If you cook out your life coyer a while 
ago eadzer to protect your mortgage or your 
family’s liftetyle, you could be paying well 
over the odds. 

But now chat Direct Line provides life 
cover, you don’t have to pay dirou^ the nose 
-anymore. In feet, in onty 10minnties,yDa could 
be eqoying the same pcotection you ezgpy now; 
for a smaller monthly <;osc! 

All ic rakes is onc caU — -wsTl even fill the 
forms in for you. 

K'you want life cover at a price dot -wont 
sboric you, call Direct Line today. 



DIRECT LINE 


0845 3000 233 PLEASE QUOTE REF. LIND 


CALL ANYTIME Bam to 8pm WDo kdqrs and 9am to 5pm weekends. 
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Outfoxed: Eleven-yearold Roseanne Mills, with Connor, her brother^ toy fox. Mr Blur had said in reply to her letter that he would support a ban oh hunting 
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PM breaks 
built ban 
promise to 


PhoiQgraph: RA 


By Pull Routiedge 

PoIrbeal Correspondent 

TONY BLAIR yesteid^ left an 
11 -year-old sdraolgirl *Weiy, 
veiy sad" fay his failuie to vote 
for the bOl to ban foK-huntiDg . 
before it was IdDed in the Oom- 
moos, in spite oi promising to 
do so in a letter from Downhig 
Street 

Animal rights campaigneis 
supporting the 'Mid Mammals 
(Hunting ^th Dogs) BQI us^ 
the Prime hfinist^s promise to 
Leeds schoolgirl Roseanne 
Mills to underiine their wam- 
that the Govenuaent will 
not be able to ^ore thev de- 
mands for action against fox- 

h iinHng- 

Tbe Bili was “taDEed out' 
rlirhu gh lade of time. A mink -’ 
ter tdd The fodgoBufotf that ttie 
Government will now have to - 
provide time in tile next sesaoQ 
of Parliament for a Bill to bah 
fox-hunting. ‘The Cabinet will 
have to act because there u so 
much support for a ban among 
Labour MPs and in tiie party 
outside." 

The vtiiips have warned mm- 
isteis that there are enough 
Labour MPs who support a 
ban on fox-hunting to de^ the 
Govemm^t. The Home Sec- 
retary, Jack Straw, said the 
Government had ‘no mandate* 
to ban fox-hunting, but the 
anti-hunting MPs said they 
would be prepared to a fox- 
hunting ban onto the fortb- 
ooming Criminal Justice BilL 

Roseanne, a member of the 
RSPCA’s junior club from 
Leeds, had received a written 
promise I 9 ’ Mr Blafr to vote for 
the BiQ. He told her “I think 
fox-; mting is the issue that 
causes the most public concern. 
1 do ttunk hunti^ is wrong and 
I wQ] vote in favour of a ban." 

The faOliie' of-Mr Blair to 
turn up for a series of VQ tea be- 
fore tte Bin was killed yester- 
left Downing Street on the 
defensive. Tie is not able to 
vote for it today because of his 
programme,” said a Ffx>kesmaiL 

Asked what Mr Blair was do- 


ing, a Number Ten Spokesman 
said: "He is at Chequers. If you 
stopped and thought for a mo- 
ment about the workload of the 
Mme Minister these questions 
would not arise. We are a few 
days from the Budget It does 
not take too mudi to think what 
be is rhiniring abouL” 

But in their home in Leeds, 
Roseanne’s mother, Pauline 
said: “Oh dear - that is disap- 
pointmg because he said to her 
he will vote for a bm in the 
House of Commons. That is a 
shame. She win be very very sad 
becausesbefeltbewasqfmpa- ^ 
thetic and that he ^ realise 
there was a lot of ctuelQr in- 
volved." 

Roseanne bad gone to her 
local sdKwl leaihig her moth- 
er with a list of points to make 
to callers from the media, in- 
dudiog her view that drag- 
hunting was a viable alternative 
to fox-hunting. Tbe Campaign 
for the Protection of Hunted 
Animals, including the RSPCA 
sakL are delighted that the 
Prime Minister has made his po- 
sition dear in his letter. We now 
feel that the Government are 
going to have to respond to this 
issue. 

Tloseanne is disappointed, 
but it is now time for the Gov- 
emment to respond." 

In the Chamber, the BID died 
with ayell of defiance from the 
Labour MPs wiio had support- 
ed it throu^ weeks of guerril- 
la warfare from the larged Ibiy 
opponents. As 2 JO pm arrived 
to stop debate, there were still 
51 amendments and new claus- 
es to debate on the BQI. 

Mkliael Foster, the Labour 
MP for Wotcesier, who spon- 
sored the Bill, named next Fri- 
day as the next day for debate. 

But It wiU go to the back of a 
l^tby queue, were h can be 
block^ with the word ‘‘ob- 
ject". 

Mr Foster described his Bill 
as “stQl alive and kiddng*' and 
saidb **I t hink bunting with dogs 
will be banned by the end of this 
RirliamenL W: are not going to 
go away." 


Road-smash mother 
awarded £800,000 damages 

A MOTHER-OF-TWO who has been left needing total care 
after a road accident wu y^terday awarded £800,000 agreed 
damans. Hairdresser Vivien Hacking received catastrophic 
bead injuries when a car driven by her husband Robert crashed 
on the Al near Brampton, Cambridgeshire, in May 1994. 

Now in' a state of ‘^low awareness”, she is paralysed apart 
from sli^t movement in some fingers, her counsel Simou Fox 
told Mr Justice Buckley at the IBgh Court in London. 

It is likely that Mrs Hacking, 52, will be cared for at a Sue 
Ryder home, in Ely, Cambridgetiiire, for the rest of her life. 

The judge approved the award against the insurers of Mr 
Hacking, who admitted liabQiiy. 

Final judgment was adjourned while lawyers investigate set- 
ting up a structured settlement which would provide Mrs Hack- 
ing with a tax-free, infiation-proof income for life. 

E.co /1 family wins iegai aid 

THE FAMILY of a victim of the world’s worst £. coU food- 
poisoning outbreak has been granted legal aid to appear at 
an inquiry into the 20 deaths. SoUdtor Paul Santoni said he 
had told his application bad been granted on behalf of 

Mary Gardmer, 71. whose husband Alexander died. The fo- 
tal aoddeut mquiiy b^ins in Motherwell on 20 ApriL 

Mr Gardmer, 69, attended a church lunch in Wishaw, La- 
narkshire, in November 1996, where many elderly people were 
struck down by the EeoU 0157 bug. He died in Law Hospital 
on 27 November, 17ckiys after the outbreak began. The deaths 
continued until June last year 

John Barr, of whose butcher shop was im^^cai- 

ed in the outbreak, stood trial last year accu.sed of culpable 
and reckless conduct over the supply of cooked meat, but the 
case collapsed with a ruling of no case to answer. In January 
Mr Barr’s business partnership was fined £2,250 for food hy^ 
giene and safety breaches. 

Road-sweep lorry death 

THE DRIVER of a road-sweeping lorry involved in an acci- 
dent which left a ll^year-old girl dead and her three sisters 
mjured, was yesteid^ charged with causing death by danger 
ous driving. A spokesman for West Midlands Police said that 
the 51-year^ld man, of Brewood in Staffordshire, had been 
g^ted hair to appear before Wblverhampton magistrates on 
IS ApriL 

&ephani^pat and her sisters were on their way to act 
cash to buy Oinst^ presents on Friday 19 December I^t 
year when Ae accent happened near their family home in 
Bushbu^, Wolverhampton. 

Stephanie suffered massive injuries and was pronounced 
^ on aim J at hospital Her sisteis, Marie McCormact 
19, ani^Nau^e Itopai, 13 , suffered head injuries, and thie^ 

year^ld &lina Shaw was treated for minor grazes and tl- 
cial injuries. ... e- an« ta 
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By Nicholas Schoon 

ErMrwnent CoRespondent 

ENVTRONMENTALJSTS 
vow^ to resume their battle 
against the MiUenmum Dome 
yesterday, after it was an- 
nounced that its fabge ait con- 
ditioning system would use an 
extremely powerful ‘*green- 
house'’ ^s. 

The state-owned New NGl- 
le nn ii im Experience Company 
has selected a system using 
HFC «4ucih, molecule ibr mol- 
ecule, is more than 1,000 tiwuiHi 
,;j| more effective than carbon 
dioxide at trapping heat in the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

That is why HFC is one of 
six gases which developed ' na- 
tions, inchidiDg Britain, agreed 
to- cuib at the I^to global 
wanning snmmit in Japan just 
three months ago. 

Now, Greenpeace is admig 
why the British government » 
^)edfymg the gas for one of the 
bluest air-conditioning con- 
tracts it win ever award. ‘’This 
is a very bad decbion and we*U 
do erveiything we can to stop H 
being in^lemented,'’ said Peter 
Melcbett Greenpeace UK’s 
executive director. 

The Dome is to 

need year-round air condition- 
^ ing as thousands of people 
flock through its vast endo^ 
space. When the New Millen- 
nium Experience Company 
(NMEC) advertised for a con- 
tractor last summer, h specified 
that HFC should be us^ Now 
a majorUS compaz^, Canier, 
has won the £ 14 ia contract 
which wni use neai^ seven 
tonnes of HFC 

This was regarded as ihudi 
greener than the now banned 
CPCs and spon-tc>be-banned 
\ HCFOt uspd in m^ ooa^- 
tipoal air-oon^tioiiingsysta^ 

CFCSj^im] HCFQsai« 

on beause they are destroying ' 
the Earth’s protective oaone lay- 
er, wtucb ke^ oat hannful 
ultra-violet radiatioa. 

Yet HFC OKjld make a ma- 
jor contribution to an even log- 
ger environmental problem, 
^bal wanmng, if its use as a 
CFC-replaceinent continues to 
grow rapidly. 


Yesterday the NMEC said 
only one per rmf of the gas 
would be allowed to iftaif out in 
ayear. Cbiefexecutive Jennifer 
. Page said that being aUe to re- 
move and seO the air coodi- 
tioning astern once the 
ysar-Ifin gmffl^»rt nf^ pwhihgrirwt 

was over was a key considera- 
tion. Whoever takes over tbeg^ 
gantic structure mi^ well not 
need such a large system. 

The Dome organisers 
wanted air cnnditimifinig ariiidi 
was tried and tested and could 
be installed quiddy, rather than 
opting for sometiting less or- 
thodox which set new stan- 
dards in protecting - the 
envitoiimenL 

But die decision has come as 
a txtter disapppintineat to scene 

Uggfr Qfindfri«*tnhig<Tinfra<-Wire 

and Greenpeace. It had hoped 
that John Prescott, the Depu^ 

Primft Mwri«e«^.r«nA<jftCT P«i> y ynrf 

Stme fot the.EnvironmeDt — 
^10 pl^ed a leading role in 
brokering the I^to dimate 
agremnent -- would ioterveae to 
stop HI^ bemgmsed. 

In the end, he decided not 
to, efwifining hmiwlf to writing 
aletterto themmster jo diazge 
of the Dome, Peter Manddson, 
which mere^ eaepressed disap- 
pointment at the dxcSco of air 
conditioning system. 

There are alternatives to 
HFCs, CFO and HCPCS, 
u 4 iidi have been used in large 

rrffirft hindni in B ritain T Antlmi 
'Sunlit has t«ro offices with 
air conffitiotiers wfaxh use hp- 
drocarboos. 

Nkk Co^ sales d&ectewitii 
air «^riitio ^ing firm Emth.. 
Osre, said: *TJai[igHFChislike 
rntdimg from h^ tartoJaiw. 
tardgaiettes.TbaDpnte [com- 
pany has} to America fiir tta- 
qotrfcest, eaaeA option when 
they should' havn been pro- 
g$eei^ Bc^ tedmol-; 
Qgy. Ks a dbapp o u itm e nt for' 
UK iodastry and the e uvic on- 
meitt.” 

Greenpeace had eulier 
threaten^ to ffisnipt the 
Dome’s constiuction because 
it would have been roofed with 
PVC plastii^ but die Goveist- 
ment changed its sdDd and 
chose Ibfion insfrad. 


Death study to 
be taken with 
a pinch of salt 


Byjeremy Laurance 

Health Edtor . 

Salt is bad for you - or it may 
be good for you, depending on 
the latest scientific paper you 
read. 

The link between salt and 
health is thrown into confusion 
today with the publication of a 

stu^ suggesting that those ndio 
edt least die soonest - 

Previous research has sug- 
gested ihai high consumption of 
salt increases the risk of ear^ 
deatii and current UK govern- 
4 menl advice is to cut con- 
sumption by 30 per cent . 

For the new study, re- 

seatdieis at the Albeit EinsieiD 

Ooliega of Medicine in New 
Y«»k examined details of the dh 
cisofover 11,000 Americans 
colteeted between 1971 and 
1975. 

The participants had bera 
asked to record all they ate in 
a 24-boor period. 

. The researchers then ^ 
axnined death records for 1 w 

to see who bad died in the in- 

icrvening 20 years. 

They found those with the 
highest salt intake - in Uie mp 
quaneroflhcsiudygpwp- 
an IS per cent lower de^ 
rate than those in the lowest 

results; published in ^ 

"Low»,arevaIi»bU^aa»r(^ 
to the researchers, because ^ 

Irak salt iiiwte 

dcatii rather than with blood 

nressnre. as other studies have 


done. They conclude that the 

results are not strong eoou^ to 
justil^ adrice to increase sah in- 
take but they also *'do not sup-' 
port current reemnmendations 
tor routine reductimi of sodhnn 
consumption.-” . 

UKsdentists said the paper 
contained *misleading state- 
ments and. metbodologica] 
ftaws” and said the practice of 

assessing salt intake on the ba- 

ris of a “single dietary recafi” 
was notoiiou^ maceaxate. 

Consensus Action on Salt 
and Hypertensimi, a gi^ of 
scieotism concerned with salt 
and its effects on health and 
which is led by Professor Grar 
ham MacGregor of St Gemge’a 
Hospital Medical School, said 
that there was “overwhelming 
evidence” thata h^ sah intake 
was a ma}or cause of h^ Uood 
pressure. . 

“Blood pressure is the roost 
lynp ortantpreffispoangfedorto 

strokes and heart attacks, the 
eommonest cause of death in 

the ^Ifestern worid.” . - 

‘nie Qjmmhtee on Medical 
of Nuttitioa Rtitty* set 
up to advise the Government, 
fgcommended in its report on 
heart disease that average sah 
intake in the UK should be r^ 
duced ftom nine grams to at 
grams a day. 

Most salt is hidden m 
pro^ssed food and the sd^ 
lists say that more must bo 
done to reduce the salt content 
and to label it dearfy to these 
foods. 



Knit one, 
done one, 
for woolly 
winner 


YOUNG designer Holly 
Wharton becMBie a walking 
advert for National Science 
today when she donned 
a wotrily jnmpar madeftom 
theSeeceof DoU}^ tbedoned 
sheep. 

HoDy^l2,orRiclcr 
Bianswnitii, Hertfordshire 
won a nationid competitioa to 
design the sweater which was 
donated to the Science Muse- 
um in London. 

Actress Jenny Agntter, a 
carrier of the hexedhaiy dis- 
ease aystic ftbroris, said it 
was a great advert for the pi- 
oneering work of Dolly’s cre- 
ators and the Qystic Fibrosis 
Thut which hdped organise 
the competition. 

In ftrtnK it may be possi- 
ble to e ng iaeer ckmed sheep 
which produce AAX a protein 
used in the treatment of cys- 
tic fibrosis. 

Holly’s des^ featured 
two identical sheep happily 
grazhig in a field and beat irff 
patterns involving cable-knit 
in the form of DNA strands. 



The Halifax is now open on Sundays 

The referee may have to wait. Almost two hundred Halifax branches are now open on Sundays. 

So, if you find it hard to catch us from Monday to Saturday, you can come and talk to us about 
a mortgage, 'personal loan or savings, at your leisure. 

For your nearest branch, call us on 0345 47 57 67 between Sam and 8pm. Naturally, the lines 
are open seven days a week too. 


HAURMX 


f Get a little GCtrahe4> seven days a we^ 

www.haiifax.co.uk 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON FT 
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LATEST 

PORTABLE PCs 


200MHz MNDP' 
PROCESSOR 



Compaq 

200MHz Cyrix Media GX 

MMX™ Enhanced Processor. 


FREE 

INTEGRATED ? 
SOFTWARE 


32Mb RAM. ZIGb Hard Disk. 12.1" 
HPA Advanced Dual Scan Display. 
20 X CD-ROM drive with JBL Pro 
Integrated Speakers. 1Mb Graphics 
card. 33.6K Data/Fax Modem. 
Indudes MS Works V4.0, 

Encarta 98 plus a choice of 7 other 
top software titles.^ 

MODEL Presario 122a 


NEW 



Olivetti 

133MHz Intel Pentium^ 
Processor with MMX^ 
Technology 


T6Mb RAM. 1 .4Gb Hard Disk. 
256K Cache Memwy. 

1 2. r Dual Scan Display. 

20 X Multimedia. Windows 95. 

FREE smrr-up service in 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE.' 
FHE umis SMARISUITE 97*. 
Wh £2439: £1339. 

MCmi Echc«133DM. 


33.6K MODEM 


Olivetti 

150MHz Intel Pentium « 
Processor with MMX^ 
Technology 


1.4Gb Hard Dtsk. 

256K Cache Memory. 

TZr Dual Scan Dismay. 

20 X Muldme^. VUSndo^ 95. 
FREE START-UP SERVICE IN 
YOUR HOMEOR OFRCE.* 


; 3 


Wbs£I549:£2449:£1399 

MODEUEdiOSlSQOM. 


Texas 

166MHz Intel Pentium 
Processor with MMX^ 
Technology 


32Mb RAM. 2.1Gb Hard Disk. 
256K Cache Memory. 
2MbGiaphics. 12.1” Dual Scan 
Disptay: 10 x CD Rom Drive and 
stereo speakers. 2 X Type 11 
PCMCIA skits (or lx (ID- 
Windows 95. 

noEEumissnAiiisiRiEsi*. • 

MODEUExiensaETQCD, I66MHL 


99 


Toshiba 

166MHz Intel Pentium 
Processor with MMX"' 
Technology 


16Mb EDO RAM. 2Cb Hard Disk. 
256K Cache Memory. 

1 Z I * TFT iXsplay integrated 

16 X CD Rom Drive and flo^ 
disk diTve^ bdlbin mioopl w me 
and speakeis: WindoMis 95. 


MODEL Satdite 300 CDT. 




SAVE £240 II SAVE £250 II NEW | 


■ SAVE £240 ■ 

I WORLD'S SIVIALLEST 

PENTIUM PC 


cl 105^ 


299 


c1275.% 


9* 






First past the post is 
dead, says Ashdown 


By Anthony Bevins 

Rsktical E<Btgr 

RADDY' Ashdown yesterdt^ 
predicted that a ,oew voting 
system woold be ID plaoe before 
the next election. 

On the eve of his parQr’s 
^ning assembly in Soutiyiort, 
this weekend* the Liberal De- 
mocrat leader said; “TWo years 
ago we were the third party of 
govenunent at the local levk in 
this countiy; now we're the 
secxmd party.” 

But he then added in an in- 
terview with BBC Radio 4’s 3b- 
day programme that although 
the electoral system remained 
the same, “we shall change it at 
national level in the next three 
or four years, which wfli make 
our chances of growth and 
progress even better”. 


Given the size of ^ (3ov^ 
emmeof s nuyoriiy, it is likely 
that Mr Blair win go for his fuD* 
fiveyear tom bef^ he calls an 
election in 2002 - iil whidi 
Mr Ashdovm qi^ars to 
oqiect to have a new votii^ sys- 
tem in {dace for that polL 
BotL^rour^manMesto on^ 
{amnisesaTtfaeladiim-iMtefr 
acnnenL It says:. are oom- 

jnitted to a referendum on the 
voting qstem for the House of 
CotmoODS.. An indepeodent 
oommission on voting QfAems 
will be ^rpoinled early, to leo- 
ommend a ptoportimial alter- 
native to the firtt-past-Che-post 
system.” 

That corruzusam has already 
been set up, under the chair- 
manship of Lord Jmikitts of 
HUlhead, the fornm Labour 
Chanodlor and ex-leader of the 


Social Demoeratic Party, and is 
doe to report laterthis year, but 
there has been no public com- 
mitment to.eai^ l^iitiatiotL 
Tbn yeaia al^. the Libcsto 
. I^rly and the Social ^Demoo-' 
randtoymcr^d, the par^ to- 
day debates a new strategy 
. docu]MnL^oC%issGefla|gr,m 
which it -is argued, that there 
ueed be uo limit to the parly’s 
aspiiations. CertaiiDfy, Mr Ato- 
down sees no reason the lib- 
eral Democrats should not at 
some point form a goyem- 

znenL 

Meanwhile, the policy paper 
says that "the strata of con- 
structive oppoation” to Labour 
should be maintained.- 

In that vein, Maloohn Bnioe, 
the paz^slbeasuiy q»kesman, 
wiQ ten the asseml^ tills morn- 
ing that Gordon Brown, Chan- 





TOSHIBA 

Libretto 50CT. 

75MHz Intel Pentium” Processor 

1 6Mb RAM. 81 0Mb Hard Disk. TFT Colour 
Display. T^e II PCMCIA slot Pre-loaded with 
Microsoft Windows 95. Rechargeable Lithium 
Ion battery. Weighs only 85(^. 

Dimensions: 21 cm x 11.5cm x3.4cm. 
Vlbs£1449.£lG99.i899:£829: E82133 incVAT 


LOWEST 
EVER PRICE 


SAVE £650 


799 



i-. 







FHat fee: Baroness Hayman(behm)Ydtneesed what tuqppens to vcJndestfiathswe no car tax Phocogi^qah: Gl}mn Grimchs 


OFFICE SOLUTIONS 




1GB DATA 
STORAGE 
ONLY £169 


Al h One OlHoi SohittM. 

• Print, scan or cq>y in full colour. 

• 600 X 300 DR ResoliJ^ oilour printing 

• Fladred cdoiff scarmng. 
WB£599incV!Ki: 

MCJDEL.Othceiet 1150 Pro. 


SAVE £30 

PLUS £50 TRADE-IN* 

(Tradcv-in prico €519 inc VAT) 



TRANSPORT Minister 
Baroness Hayman unveiled a 
pyramid of 500 crushed cars to- 
day as a warning to road tax 
dodgers. . . 

She launched a new Gov- 
ernment crackdown on cheats 
- who are costing the Treasury 
£175 million a year - and 
Stowed what could happen if 
people did not pay up. 

“Road tax dodgers cost tim 
puUic tens of millions of 
pounds every year. And an too 
ofien the vdiides are not in- 
sured or MoT tested either. 

Thinic a lot of {leofric te- 
sem the that while 95 per 
cent pr^ there are 5 per cent 
don't.* 

Tbe Driving and 'VUikiB li- 
censing AgeDry*s head officer 


Haydn Madoc explained: “First 
a car without a dkc is damped 
and if no one gets in toudi af- 
ter 24 hours it^ taken aw:^. 
Then tfifs not claimed after five 
weeks we either sdi h at auc- 
tion if it’s a. good car or it*s 
scrapped.” 

TheDVLAswbeei-clainpiiig 
scheme was laundied oofy in 
London last Ai^lusL but will go 

narifwifll rhfeaiihtmw 

Mr Madoc presented the 
Minister with a dieque for 
£4.4 minion windi hex been 
raised by coovinemg dodgers in 
London to get their discs. 

Baroness H^man told a 
news conference m firoot of the 
jOftmonntamofmetdatapo- 
Coe vehide porOd in 

south Lbndte ‘‘More tine the 



cars we've crashed. I'm most 
pleased with the money we've 
raise d tgr convincing people to 
pay once weVe caught them.” 
And she added: Tm told 
that Post Offices in London ran 


out of road tax appUcatioo 
forms m the two wedcs after the 
scheme was launched there.*' 

In the early phase of the plan 
more than 2,000 vehicles were 
wheel-damped. And more than 
40,000 evaders voluntarily re-li- 
censed their vehides. 

The latest scheme costs 
£5 mQlion and Mr Madoc said 
they hoped to multiply the 
£4.4 mfllioa clawed ba<^ so far 
by at least four or five times, lax 
(fisc offenders have to pt^ £68 
to get dieir vdiides de-(ianq)ed 
or at least £135 to get them out 
of the pound. They also fart* 
stinage fees of £ 1 2 a day. 

Cheats also face prosecution 
of up to £2 ,(XX) for a car or mo- 
tonyde and up to £25,000 for 
a heavy goods vehide. 


Ban on diabetic Sinn Fein can 
drivers to stay stay - Mowlam 


SyqMsI SpBvq 1 

• eawto kiSailand use. 
•StoresoverfiSO floppy discs worihcf 

data 

• Cm bad up your system or laptop 91 
(IHIHdCS. 

• Ided for smaB offices and people on 
the move. 


•ttoa vas iOBdihe w orii fa nicstpopula f o ffi c e 
stale deritoedfarsmalbusMBes. 

• kidudeWM 97, Excel 91; Otiloak 91 
AiKflw 981 SmM Bisioes flundal 



<484^ I e569'^ J43Ii I c169‘ c153S> I £179 


FH vow NEUESr STORE CAU 0990 4C4 4M 



PC WORLD 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


NKBVOIXHBI 


w wrea cbRPDwnre. JTeScHTKuiDrw on ««« flam 


■iindTirn nrrnrT*^«*'**^"*** »»e«a^ 49ceM0ig 
: ■"» XBmiflCaPEBBtM^eOiaWMEa X il W rBIII W D O IMl g i 

L nreME MW NM mm. mmo. m 7S.j 


THE Government yesteidiy db* 
ciosed that it had efaedeed and 
doidtel checked medficaladvfce 
over a ban A didietics (itivnig 
tomes or buses, as it feoed pleas 
to eare eufonemeiit of the rules. 

Junior tran^iMt minister 
Baroness Hayman, ^peaking 
anud eath far a review of Eu- 
ropean Union rules vtinefa ban 
all £mn insufin-dependent di- 
abetics dtidng Sttdi vehides, 
pledged to investigate the 
legune in other EU states after 
c o ncern that they were not im- 
j4empwtTi^ thev"”*v»v^"l T^F 
ouafyasinBritahL 

She Krid the House of Lords 
in a debate that the c aqp e rt 
panel on diabetes was asl^ if 
those diabetics who had i»)C suf- 
fered a hypoglycaemic attack - 
a collapse - could be cate- 
gorised as ocA a road rid. But 
the panel’s advioe was im . 

der mcxiein treatnmt methods 
the risk of hypogj^eaenna "are 

nreeliitiinBfedgnrfT^gngn^y 

mcreased ratiier than reduced”. 

She^Nderrfdaimsdiatm- 
siiim treatment coold lead to 


pog^ycaemia , wiriefa in turn led 

tnaloagofe BnweSnMi«f^ *‘ ii^ ^ 

ont wanuD^, and it was tint 


the road”. 

Theministersaid that faced 
witii *dear and oueqiBVDcar ad- 
vice frmn the pn^ssiooBls. it 

was dfficok to see how the Gov- 
ernment (XKtld l^ve rejected U. 

She had no StusiODS ^mot 
the tfrength of feeling among 
drivers who felt their own con- 
ditkm was oxKierGonixol and un- 
derstood Ibeir concerns. 

Laf^Hay mmsriritfwt mtfie 
last three loonths There had 
been40aoddentsinvofvit^c(rf- 
lapse at die vriied by msnfin de- 
pendent cEdkctics. The zztit of an 

inoilnwfapwi A*n» rfi«hf.fir Iwwfa 

ing a ”hy^*’ attack was calcu- 
laiedatoaeinten. 

The advisoiy pend win meet 
at tbc end of A(^ to consider 
lepr esenta t ions from the British 
Dfebetic Association and the 
Commons aD-pat^ group on (fi- 
abetaoamtEodiidbgaamdt- 
vidoal a&sesgm em picigr a in i ne 
for those affected by titemles. 


MO M(wdam, toe Seeretary of 
State far Northern beland, is 
not plamxmg to take action to 
C 3 ^ SmnFem from the North- 
era Iiehsid peace talks again de- 
spite the GovenKnent biamii^ 
IRA elemeiits for another re- 
cent uiiuder. 

^an Fern is eiqpected to be 
back in toe Suanaxit tans on 
23 March, fUIowxt^ its sus- 
pension due to IRA involve- 
ment in two murders, 

Dc^kc lAnomst caBs for ac^ 
tkm, Ms Mowlam said yester- 
day that she did not ptan a 
farther Son Fein exchi^Dn de- 
pute her seenrhy minister sm- 
idgin a House of Commons 
wrinen re{^ this week that he 
believed elmnents” were 
inwrired hi atlmd nmider- that 
of Co Armagh man Kevin Con- 
way lasrxixintb. 

Duttog a visit to London- 
. deny sbe said she had tk> con- 
dusive evidence MrCoowi^s 
nmider was "IRA autoorsed”. 

h&Mowfamsaid: ttxto 

action against Sinn Fein on 
February 31 on eveiytiih^ that 


i ^ 


* 


of the Exchequer, toould 
^ar i gpgn difi g some ^ tile Gow^ 
. ernroent’s£ 200 ba "war-chest”, 
' helping to deliver -Laboor’s 
pledges on faealtiw education 
- and crime. 

But an article in toe CGufer- 
ence edition of toe parly mag- 

• ssaCtTheB^onna’fSaysU^ 
tiiat there is a daz^n now tiiat 
^ the Government is well on the 
way to delivering significant 
' rhangi** to the constitntioA; H 
could aiw> satisfy demands for 
more invesmient in tte.public 
services - wqiing out another 
Liberal Democrat demand. 

In that case, the maeaTTOf 
says, the Liberal Demiwxats 
. would need to carve out a (fis- 
tinctive policy stance on other 
issues, -Ifae education and en- 
^rironment policy, welfare re- 
form, and Europe. 


had happened before that Mr 
Conway was murdered on Fsb- 
inazy 28. Wb tocA eveiytfaizig 
into aoconnt and Siim Fein 
were excluded. We now, after a 

period of ei^osfOD, invited 
them back in.” 

She said toe had aged (» the 
evidenoe'available and she had 
no more condusive evidence. 

Pressed oh whether she 
would take fresh action against 
Sinn Fein if she received con- 
dusive evidence of IRA ui- 
volvenexu in the Cotmsy 
murder, toe added: ”I have no 
oondudve evidence to suggest 
that 1 will take action. 1 am m- 
dicainig ifaai I won'L” 

9ie said toe had no conclu- 
sive evidence that the IRA 
ceasefire has broken. “AD the ev- 
kfenoB 1 have si^gests it holds." 
Her crMnmenis facDed qje& 


has lost contztrf of its north Ar- 

brigade - always one of 
toe most militBiit 7 d^ite the 
inasience of the repubUcau 
movement that it is totally be- 
hind the peace process. 
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racism, say teachers 


The Merchant of Vienice*; many teachers think children should not be aqwsed to Shakespeare^ pb>y« Right: Dustin Hoffman as Shylock 


By Ben Wimell 
Education Correspond^ 

ENGLISH teachers leapt to 
the defence of the Bard yes- 
terday despite a survey which 
found teachers worldwide 
shunning The Merchant of 
Vbmee as anti- Semitic. In the 
surv^ of more than 1,000 
teachers in Britain, Gennany, 
Australia and the United 
States, 5 pm* cent thou(gbi the 
work about Shy] ock, a oKsney- 
leoder, should ncn be tav^t, 
edtile 40 per cent deemed the 
play anti-Semitic. 

The survey was commis- 
sioned by the Globe Theatre, 
the rejdica of the house that 
.staged Shakeq>eare’s works, 
sdiieh is prodncmg the play as 
part of hs 1998 season. 

Hie play, written in 1596^ 
has been CQotioveiaal for gen- 
erations. It has prompted 
waOc-outsandprotestsatpro- 
duetions in Israel and was sug- 
gested as one reason wl^ the 
Bard's face was left off euro 
banicDOtes. However, h is firm- 
]y established in sdiools. It is 



li 


even used as an introduction 
to Shakespeare for children as 
young as 10. 

Anne Barnes, general sec- 
retary oCthe National Associ- 
ation for the Teaching of 
En^sh.sakLTbepJ^canbe 
read and studied on different 
levels. It is true that the whole 
buaness of Sb^odc is cmiq>les 
and the area of Elizabethan 
anti-Semitism is odd to 20th- 
oentuiy readers. You have to 
be very confident about, your 
alnlity to teach these issues of 
radsm and prqudice,andyou 
need to know your Idds weD.” 


Ridiard V^^lcodcs.offtunt- 

cUfie IBgb School in Motley, 
near Leeds, teaches the pl^ to 
I4-ycar-old GCSE pup^ He 
said: “It's a good opportunity 
to teach about anti-Semitism. 
They are very involved in the 
play and are learning a lot" 
The Globe is ninnittg a 
project to work on the play 
with south-east London 
sdiools. Alastairlhlloa, of the 
theatre’s education unit, said: 
“If we do not perform and 
teadi the play, how do we deal 
with Other people’s prejutficcs? 
Racism is veiy much on the 
agenda because the British 
National Party and the Na- 
tional Fraut are stroi^ in these 
areas and we hope schools use 
this to confront that," 

St Saviour’s and St Olavv’s 
SdKX^ a^’s sdiocd in South- 
waik, b participating in the 
project The headteacher, Irene 
Bishop, sakt ’*^ft)ung people are 
not stu^ Tbqr koOT tb^ arc 
racists aiound and just because 
there are radsts in a play it does 
not mean we should not address 
(be issues." 


Police get 
powers to 
check sex 
offenders 


By CoBn Brown 

OvefPolitiGd CorreqDonderrt 

POUCE wQl be aUe to Use new 
pawns to stop a threat to chil- 
dren by 150 sex offendeara 
arc due to be released frenn cus- 
tody without siqieiviskni over 
the next two years. 

The public outcay at tire dis- 
closure that notoribotf 
dophfies "were to be 



toBauUHAoS^^ p^lib 
timVlIt^ion'd^ tp 

proted chEdrm' certain 
are^sudi asichooIsai^.pl^ 
groimds. 

I^»ne‘O£5c6's0iixbes last 
ni^t confinned tha(t new mtkxs 
could be imposed on sex of- . 
fenders 1^ dief constables, if 
they presented a threat to <M- 
dren. 

As the Govennnent friced 
mouzitn^ ai^, a qpdcBsoaan for 
tile Prime MSnister sakh.’The 
Government leopgoises the pub- 
lic coDcem about ixotecting dnl- 
dren from paedophiles ... The 
police and probation service 
have a role to pby" 

The police and the probation 
service oqiresed anrie^ about 
the pending ideases. BiA Down- 
ing Street said tile police would 
be espected to use the powers 
in new le^slation to tadde sex 
offenders, if tiiqr posed a threat 
to diildrea. Extended supeivi- 
sioDbpextoftbeCiimeaodDb- 
ozxier Bio, whid] should become 
law ly the autumn. 

Hiere was oonfiiaon cfver tile 
powers that win be available to 
tiic police after confirmation fay 
Alun Michael, a Home OfiBce 
minisler, that the Government 
waspow^esstostoptbesexof- 
fendcisbdtig allowed out of cus- 
tody without supervisoo. 

“The law cannot turn the 

dodc bad: and increase the pun- 
ishment that wa.« given at the 
tiTW>. 1 think ihe instincts of 


everybocy b that should h^ 
pen,” Mr. Michael said. But 
■ tiielkiiiie Office sooTce said: *Tt 
will be possible for a sex 
offimder order to apply to these 
people.” 

' k will allow (^endexs who 
demonstrate tiiat they may be a 
danger to pobfic lo be idtimed 
tojafl fori^lOf^niqotiis.1^ 
DovdiQg'Sbanst^i&esin^ 

. tlv^ codd st(q> kn^^ 

sex offenders from stanffiog 
.outride school gates, or goii^ 
into a play ground." 

But the ^okesman added: 
*Tt is nnpossible to have letio- 
^lective legislation in this re- 
spect You cannot appfy 
additionri piinisbments to pe(>< 
pie retro^ectivdy \riien they 
have served their sentience.” 

Chris Hook, whose' dau^- 
ter Sophie was murdered by 
paedop^e Howard Hughes, 
said dangerous sex offenders 
should never be allowed.out of 
jail Ete backefi a systnn used 
in some American states where 
paedoi^iiles are assessed fix risk 
at tile end of their sentence and 
if they axe stQl judged to be dan- 
gerous, they are given an addi- 
tional prison term. 

ftul Cavadino, principal 
officer of the National Associ- 
atioD for the Care and Reset- 
tlement of Offenders,, said, 
supervision of - paedoplules 
after release was. “Gnidal” to 
stop them reoffending. 

.The Crime and Disorder 
BQl should be amended so "sex 
dSenderoidbis” could iodude . 
compulsory supeiviskm, be said. 

TbiyMP Nicholas Winteaton 
called for.^tixgeid action** frexn 
the Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw. But the former. Conser- 
vative prisons minister, Ann 
'V^ddccombe, sai± riiould 

keep things in fuoppriion.” 


DAILY POEM. 


‘Uthium*' 


by JRobin Robertson 

^fiertftearco/ECT - ' 

Md the bhtni concussion of 

duy gave him Uduum io cla^ to - 

thep^hiarrist’s stone. 

AmMlthatfhatsonwiia; 

must be kept in kenx^ 

con be drawn into ^ ■ 

(Re who hod jmped in the harbour; 

bwitt his hair 

bem cau^ bght-J 

He'd heard if was once used . 
tomake/ndro^bom^ 

but non- wasacoolanfMr^cJear^^ 
so he broke out r^hosgixai 

mSvMlfredienrr^foni^memihes^ 

jE7.99).,ri,ich«^^^'^„^^eI Hoficann, 
Aemstilves. 






Wlh ifB pilm tf abnost til Lsiti Rover Oscoiierys' to otr aim 

sfln ri '1997 ptte levriR foenb never bea a betlw tlnK to buy ^ ^ 
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blamed for scale of 


crisis 


By Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

A1£AD1NG sdendst will tell 

w BSE Inqoiiy oen week that 

It might have been possible to 
prevent almost a quarter of the 
total cases of “mad cow efee^” 
if the Government bad not re- 
fused him access to Us data. 

Instead, the crisis caused by 
bovine ^ogifonn encepha- 
lopathy (KE) in cattle cost the 
UK nearer £lbn in the year af- 
ter Maidi l996,acoordSngtoan 
independent report publi^ed 
yesterday. It found,, though, 
that job losses and the inq»ct 
on the economy were less severe 
than predicted, because ofg/sv- 
emment subsidies and com- 
pensation, and a change in 
people's shqpfwg habits. 

On Monday, the BSE In- 


quiry panel will hear erideiice 
from Profcffior Roy Anderson 
of Qxfcmi Uoivetaly, who has 
submitted written testtmoiQr 
that he was repeated^ idMiffed 
9riieo he formally iqijxFaached. 
the Minbti^ of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (Ma^ &an 
1989 to 1991, offering to make' 
m independent analys of the 
BSE epidemic. 

' Ffofessor Anderson runs a- 
worid-dass group of sdentists 
specialiang in anal ysws nf in- 
fectious epidemics, awH ' says ' 
he was “scnnevriiat frustratecT? 
by Ma£f^ lefosal to give him ac- 
cem to its B^ database. 

If his' techniques had been 
applied then th^ would have 

shown tfat ffae m i nigfay *g hwn p n •' 

feed&tg BSE-infectied food to. 
cows was asd'aUovped 

them to talcft app m|iriMt*». 


“The sze of tbeepidemic would 
haw been sgpjiScant^aiato, 
1^ aibout a quarter of a million 
infected carte,* he gays in his 
written ^bmikion to the in- 
quiry.. 

- When be w^ finally given 
access to the database, in June . 
1996, be calculated that a total 
of 1 million carte had been in- 
fected with die cEsease^ of wfaiefa 


Plow ^'BSE criss affected.^ 
ftrcKgrot^ and areas:. 

WINNERS 

'Recdei^inanubcnirersdac - 
obuU swiBh ID non'hrrf pro ^ ' 
uct? ■ 

Randerers and abacton ooyered 
by guvernmenc compensation ' 


oaih^l6(V)00 cases were actually 
riiagnftCftH 

' Sdehtistnow.beli^iiiatifae 
24 deafiie from ^'iiew variant* 
CrentzfeJdt-J^xib disease in 
Britain were cansed by eat^ 
BSEiofected food. A-^kes- 
man to Maff said the ministiy 
would not comment on Prafes- 
stx Anderson’s statement at 
this time: are going to let 


schemes; 

'hqiecdonand conrplbnoe ser- 
ric$s; 

-CoU storey 

~Db^ • far ms (in short term). . 

Losa^ 

'Speddbe haufiers; 

Sp q da te exporters of meat 


} » 



the inquiry take its course. If 
there's criticisin, people will 
have dieir chance to answer iL" 

Meanwhile, yesterday’s re- 
port, Economic Impact, of BSE 
an the l/X Bamomy^ said the 
UK indiistiy suffered onty 

modest falls in output and jobs 
between 1996 and 1997. 

The report, commissioned by 
the previous gpvenimeni,esd^ 


mated that the nei loss to the 
eoDDOiny in the first 12 months 
after the onset of the BSE cri- 
sis was between £740m and 
£980m - substantially lower 
than earlier esthnales, following 
a 36 per cenffall in demand to 
Bridsb beef and beef products. 

Early predictions of 46,000 
job losses were substantially 
reduced by support to the food 


fivasude and genedc maierfat 
such as buH semen; 

Specnlitt beef and mwedBvfr. 
smde farmers. 

MIXH3 FORTUNES 
Feedsoiff suppliers: 

Auction marfaet s . 


ACROSSTHEUK 

England North, major loss; 
South V\fasc dgnifiem loss; 
West ^ficbnds. sigincanc loss; 
North Wes^ smdl low; toe 
hUdbnds. .smaD loss; South Ekc, 
neutral; Yorkshire & Humber^ 
side, nec 9 in; toe Anglia, hige 
net pin. Scotland na^ loss 


indinffliy no more than 

1,000 peoide lost their jobs in 

die 1 2 months after the 1^ cri- 
sis in March 1996. 

But Stqihen Nicoi, a co-au- 
thor of the report, warned: 
“The future impacts ^ the BSE 

crisis, in job and income terms, 
on some sectors - particulaily 
beef farmers, abattoirs and part 
of the marketiiig chain such as 
auction markets - are likeh^ to 
be rignificantty greater than 
tho se im piidg that had occurred 
up to the midcBe of 1997.*' 

At that time, sriiolesaleis, 
manufacturers, retailers and 
consumers switched to other 
UK meat products as an alter- 
native to beef, expanding out- 
put and enqiloyment elsewhere 
in the UK eeonoiny, they said. 

The authors estimate that 
the switch ofi^ between a 


Anctoi'Righne: 


Phobograph: RiBiitiws 


. THEY are the obscure, the ex- 
iled, the dispossessed. With 
the exception of a few notables, 
the glorious heyday of Emt>- 
pean and South AmeiicaD roy- 
ai^ is long past 

But at a ceremoi^ on Mon- 
day in the suitably traditional 
upper-crust surroundings of 
Garidge's Hotel, London, the 
international adrw dr la enhne 
will be aUe to raise a toast in 
their own honour once more. 

Their pedigrees have been 
compiled for the first time in 54 
years for a new edition of the 
235-year-old Almanac de 
Gotha, whid) was once the so- 
da] bible for the monarchies of 
the world. 

The 671-page volume win be 
in English to the first time, as 
the authors believe the lan- 
guage has siq>eiseded Bcencfa as 
the “traditional dipiotnatic 
tooigae” Rur the Uue^looded. 
the importance of the almanac 
: should not be under-estimated. 
When Princess Alexandra of 
Greece met her future hus^ 


The guidebook to European royaHy has 
gone back into print, writes Louise Jury 


King Peter n of 'Yugodavia, she 
asked: “But how are •we relat- 
ed?” It is claimed her mother 
responded with a copy of the 
book. 

Royally magarine observed 
this mondr “The Almanac de 
Gotha ... is the last and undis- 
puted word on who is who. The 
royal libraries of Europe have 
been stocked with its editions 
sitice 1763. It is the nearest tiiii% 
to a trades union when it comes 
to settling questions or dis- 
putes.” The almanac had been 
owned and publiriied ty the 
Perthes iimuly of the tii^ Dud^ 
of Saxe-Cobuig and Gotha, unr 
tS it became a nationalised as- 
set of rte fonner GDR. 

In (be wake of the rennifi- 
catioD of Gennany, the family, 
under Stqihaq Pmthes. has re- 
sumed its various publishiiig in- 
terests, but dedded against 


updating 50 years of n^al 
births and deaths itself. 

Charlotte Pike, 38, a former 
Bzrrte Y Aerqgt? researcher, and 
John Kennedy, 32, a fonner pri- 
vate secretary to Prince 
Michael of Kent, took over the 
task. 

After half a century without 
publication. Prince Charles as 
weD as his sons Wniiam and Har- 
ry, wiU be among the royals tak- 
ing their place in the veriume to 
the first timeL Others will include 
MayaFhck, thedivoicedwifeof 
Mercedes heir I^drich Flick, 
and her sister. Princess Glofia 
von Tbuin uiid '&OS, dubbed the 
“Pnnk Princess”. They are both 
members of the Sr^onbuig- 
Glaucfaau family. 

Brigrade^bom John Kenoerfy 
may be r^arded as having a 
persoiial interest. Described 
as'a distant fcinsinan of the ex- 


half and tvro-thirds of the po- 
tential impact of the ciisb on the 

economy. And the £l.5bn of 
subseb^ and compensation pay- 
ments to farmers, abatic^ and 
other food businesses did 
“laij^ly compensate” for the 
loss of outpuL 

Though abattoirs were hit 
hard - particularly by the loss 
of the export maricel - their prof- 
it margins actually rose, helped 
by conqiensation payments and 
a fell in cattle prices. 

Meat processors received 
no compensation and were 
forced to smtdi to imported 
beef and to diange their recipes 
- raismg costs and depressing 
sales and profits. 

Regioi]^, the biggest losers 
were in Nrnibern Ireland, fol- 
lowed by Scotland, and parts of 
northern anl scxdbwest En^and. 


Upper crust toasts 
aristocrat studbook 




John Kennedy: Author 

iled Yugoslav royal family, 
be helped arrange a high-pro- 
file visit to Belgrade by eded 
members of the family in 
1991. 

In 1992, Mr Kennedy, wlio 
has stood to Parliament to the 
Conservatives, was hailed as the 
“Kissinger of Yugoslavia” 
by Radovan Karadzic, leader 
of the Bosnian Serbs, for his 
peace efforts in the Bosnian 
conflict. 

Cqnes of the earlier editions 
of the almana c still CxisL Hie 
central reference library in 
Westminster, London, has 
many volumes from between 
i775 and 1941, altfaou^ not the 
last, published in 1944. A 
spokesman said: “It is used, on 
ys^ oC msuinly to hisfori 
search. There^ fascinating stuff 
in there.” 
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SOfniME 






Boy in train 
stabbing sent 
to Broadmoor 


A TEENAGER was sent fo 
Broadmoor high security hos- 
pital for menud health assess- 
ment yesterday after savagely 
knifing a young woman in the 
head while thqr were 00 a tnun. 
Robert Buckland, 18, of no 
fixed address, was convicted 
last January of the attempted 
murder of Alison Kennedy* 28. 
Ms Kenaedy. a diaxily worirer- 

from Northern Ireland, was tiav^ 
dlD% in a deserted carriage to see 
her sister in Snirey in Mardi last 
year when Buckland attadeed her 
from behind, embedding a 
Bonie-style hunting knife deep 
into her sknlL 

Judge Gcoffiey Grigson said at 
the Old Bailey in London yes- 
(urd^ today that doctors were 

satisfied Buckland was suffering 
frcromental illoess and con- 
dition was .susceptible to treal- 
menL He would therefore make 
A Ml ifiiftri in iiider that the 18-year- 
^ old !*cmld be ex:^ned at 

Broadmocff to a miniiTitnn of 12 

weeks, before being sentenced. 
Bm he added: “Even with a de- 


fendant as young as yi^ gjven 
tire horrific nature of the crime, 

loy prime duty is to protect the 
public.”- 

bad fentasized about 
knifing a woman in the head 
while ^ at school the court had 
been t o l d - When he spotted h(s 
Kennedy sitting alone in a car- 
riage, he had found his real-life 
victim. She is still suffering 
physical and psychological ef- 
fects from the attain 
Judge Gibson told Buckland: 
“Ybu should understand what- 
ever cootiuskm Ihe doctors odme 
to, it is to the court to decade at 
the end of the dry, whether 
such an Older is a suifeUe means 
of dealing with you.” 

He had heard- from Dr David 
Mawson, consultant psydiia- 
trist at Broadmoor, that there 
was “much to be learned about 
the defeodant-inaiy mqrortaht 
background details need to be 
researched ... We do not know 

yet the purpose, the motive be- 
hind the attack and the nature 
of the risk he poses to others.” 




Alison Kennedy and her attacker, Robery Buckland 


Buckland had intend^ to kiil 
Ms Kennedy. When she turned 
and rose from her seat, hdlding 
the knife, in her head, he ran 
mizy scared and tried to jump 
from the tra^ the court had 
been tdd during tus tiiaL Ms 
Kennedy was 1^ to stagger 
along the tram for help with the 
five-inch blade will in her gimii 
'Althbag^shevrillneverfidfyTe- 
cover, Ms Kennecfy now ho^ 
Ae can get on wife her life. Ln- 
mediately after BncklancTs txi- 
aU she said ^e felt “a great 
sense of relief at the result and 
a great sense of satisfaction to 
be here to see it to myself”. She 
said sIm thought she was going 
to die in the attadL 
She bad wadeed in London as an 


arts festival co-onfitiator after 
obcanm^ a degree in arts and de- 
sign and completing a-post- 
giadnate course io sculpture. She 
renimed to woric to the Multi- 
ple Sderoas Socie^ in Nortbem 
Ireland as an education officer 
last year and was described as “a 
defeated and forward plan- 
ning young person”. 

RnrHanH had left home at 16 
after .trouble with his step- 
mother but by March last year 
he was fed np with sleep ing 
rough. He was on his way to 
GuOdfbrd to seek a bed for the 
night when he qrotted Ms 
Kennedy. He had. admitted 
wounding her with intent to 
.cause grievous bodity harm, 
but dem'ed attempted murder. 


Cricket offtc\a\ in abortion row apology 


THE ENGLAND cricket offi- 
cial at the centre of tWs week s 
industrial tribunal abortion row, 
apologised y«nerday for his 

part in the controvei^- 

Nick Marrincr's apology wl- 
knred a iritHinai ruling that 
former Lord's receptionist 
Theresa Harrild. with whom he 
had a brief affair, was the wy 

tim of sex dtscriminaiion. MS 
HarrOd claimeti Mr Marnncr 
bufficdhcriniohsu-’insa”®^ 

■ tkm, comi^aining iho^ ^ 

too young to be a father. 

worit yesterday at Uird s CTCk- 
Cl Ground, where he bas been 
cmplpyed two 3^ “ 

a desek^Bicnt taccuuve for the 


England and ^es Cricket 
Board. In a brief statement be 
said: “I am deeply sony for 

the parr that I pl^red in this un- 
fortunate episode. I would like 
to make it absolutely clear 
that it was me that paid for 
Theresa Hairfld’s abortion and. 

not the ECB. ^ ' 

“I have worked with cnckct 
for iwo-and-a-half years and I 
thoroughly B»joy ny job a^- 

iiw with the devdopment of tlM 

I nowwahltoput all this 
behind me.” 

Tlie tribunal was told that 
Mr Mairiner refused to discuss 

foe pregnancy with his former 

dirlfriMdand asked Sarah 
Hadon. njariteting secretary 



Therasa Harrild; Pressured 

with foe ECB, to persuade her 
to have a tenniDalion. Ms Hai> 
rild says she was handed £4(X) 

m a brown envelope and told to 


abort the chfld - vriiicb she 
wanted to keep. 

On Wednesday, Ms Har- 
rild, 32, won a daim for sexual 
<&crhmnation after a pane! at 
' foe central London trfounal 
accepted that she. had been 
pressured into having an abor- 
tion and was unlawfully dis- 
missed. 

Hie England and VlUes 
Cridca Bo^ could now be or- ; 
dered to pay her £10,000 com- 
pensation. Tim L^b; foe I 
board's chief executive, has 
maintained foat the board act- 
ed synqiatbetically to Ms Han* 
ifitfs personal poation and said 
maiy of the aOegations made . 
against it had been “hurtfiil”. 



CHAMPAGNE 

AND BELGIAN CHOCOLATES 

Delivered in the UK" 


I Cm 


PIITA 
SMILE 
ON HER 
FACE! 




from 

only 


£25 






Henri Harlin NV and 
Belgian Chocolates (loog) 




Mumni Conion Rouge NV and 
Belgian Chocolates (idog) 
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Cardiff takes prize in tale of two cities 


Bjr Kim Sengupte Bute Souaie, near Cardiff biulduD(>aouradueveaieatto their dtv the home of the as- costiSKoiiKtobevdienevety- supported by a potion signed 

— Ml — ••• *r. f*Nlrt(Vk 


THE LONG wait to discover 
the site of the Nadonal As- 
sembh' for Wiles ended y«- 
teni^ with vicioxy for Car^, 

and disappointiDenc for the 
other cootcoder, Swansea. 

The precise location of the 
building will be decided by a 


Central railway statioiL 
Ron Davies, the Secretary 
of State for Wales, said battle 


'‘CardiffisestabU^zedoow imbalaooe. 
of State for Wales, said battle not only as the capital of Mike Hediges, leader of the that we lost and lam sure that ly Seeombe, the actress Cath- 

fbr the assembly had been “a Wales, but as a leading ad- Swansea council, insisted the RusseEGoodw^, |dieleaderof eiine Zeta Jones, and West 

talc of two cides*', but the case mfnigtratfwia and ffnanclai pen- choice of Cardiff would cost Cardiff coandh will have abig Ham footballer Jobe Hartsoo. 

for it to be sited in the Wsisfa trenhicb this year wiU host the the taxpayer more. The smOe on his face ... Wb have The Welsh OfBoe had been 


seodb^ could have recti&d this 


thinglsbuOL by 120,(X)Q people mcluding 

‘*lfs great disappointment \>ltelsbceleteii3e5 like Sir Har- £i 4 SmfotalKiofoac(X)untue 
that we lost and lam sure that ly Seeombe, the actress Cath-. cost of transfeinng council 
RussehGoodw^, die leader of eiine Zeta Jones, and West staff to other ofiBbesultte city. 


s u pported by a potion si gne d • fused the Govemmeart offer 
by 120,000 people including of £3 Jm and demanded 


for the assembly had been “a Wales, but as a leading ad- 


cs^iitai was just too conapelling. European summit and, in 1999, 
“In mai^g this dec^'oo, I the Rugby World Cup.” 
am mindful that WUcs has in- ' CSvic leaders in Swansea 


the taxpayer more. The smOe on his face ... Wb have 
Swansea GuDdhalT had Ifeen proved at least that Swansea is 


offered for d£3m, he said. “The 

bo&ding will be decided by a am mindful that WUcs has in- ' CSvic leaders in Swansea Cardifft^tionwill havetobe ft would be nice to be getting of foe eluant Bdw ardi 

■r.wt{gn competition between vested 40 years in promoting had complained that Cardiff done wit^ £ 17m, that’s the the £43m y^ by^yeat that Hall for the assembly, 

two sites in the dty, on the Cardiff as our capital city. We seemed always to get prefer- government limit, but we vnll Cardiff Bay is gettu^”. ’Oiks broke down. 


smiie on ms lacc ... wc oavs The Welsh OfBoe had been tion, Mr Davies said it uwes- tn in the 

proved at least that Swansea is negotiating with Cardiff coim- seatUl that Wales looked be stnctly ^e ’ . ^ 

deserving of more investment, cfl over the possible purdiaK forwards, not backwards. fflca nc me, the ms* 

ft would be nice to be getting of foe eluant BdwaidianCSty “Iwantthisnewbuildmgto the 60 -membu a^m ywi 


iBcd the Govenuneut’s offer iniHenniiun- ■^e 
,f £3Jm and demMided miak y ; 

aiSmtotakeintoaocoontthe 

;^£ traestemag couoca The assembly 

safftootheroSffltottedty. 

Amiounciiig the coinpeh- hy May 2000, wd, 
inn MrD»ii«saiditv>ases- insfeted, the f 17m ceili^ will 


ft would be nice to be getting of foe eluant Edwardian CSty 


two sites in the dty, on the Cardiff as our capital city. We seemed always to get prefer- government limit, but we vnll 
Cardiff Bay waterfront and are a small countiy and most eotial treatment, and making have to wait and see what the 

Aerodynamic handbag launches 
Chanel into next millennium 


ill for die assembly. bea^ndxiLttfouriiewdemoo- 

Thlfat broke down, bowev- ra^ as we go forwaied with 


The Swansea bid had been . ovwfaenLabouroooocilkKSre- odnffdeaoe into :the next ing elections next May. 



BjrTannm Blanchard 

n foris 

FT WAS NOT so much of a 
fashion show yesterday at 
Chanel in Paris, but a bag show. 
The sloppy tweed suits and 
chxrhe bats made some of the 
models look like ladies but 

the Ug talkhig point of the show 
was the New Chanel Bag. 

It is not quilted, and it does 
not have a gold ch^. Instead, 
it is a hatd brute of an ot^ dat 
resembles an aeroplane bead- 
rest Acooriicig to Karl Lager- 
feld, the bag is aerodlynaiDk; and 
derigued to take the bouse bto 
the ngr> iwTn#-niiHim. Us name? 
The 20QS. It looks so odd that 
it might lake customers longt^ 
than that to get used to It: **lt’s 
totally new^e,** be said. 'T have 
never seen aitything like iL" 

The in^iiatton for the bag 
was Urn fianale tensQ, turned tip- 
ride down, although for the 
pear-shaped Mton, it looks likB 
thearenbetweenwaistandbot- 
um The i^t way iq), it has two 





■* *‘r\: r'/ 




Yesterday in Paris: Above Chanefs 200S auperbog on the catwalfo Above, Vivienne 

Wfestwood with mode l s at the end of her *98f99 stww Photogr^ihs: Ben Hwes/jack Oaba^fon 


breasts and a anall waist Uke 
some sort of Nasa q»cecraft, it 
has been eforioed in strict seoreqr 
for the past year. It is stqiposed 
to be *hody ficiendly”, featii- 
edi^t and inade to hugaitypait 
Qffoebocy.Aaoorda^tothede- 
s^ner himselt *yoa could tise it 
as a pillow on an aeroplane”. 

the battle for the lucrative 
bag market is tierce now that 
Lous ^Aiittoa has a riick new de- 
s^oer providiag a collection of 
peaitised blue and peadi hand- 
bags and wrist bags, and Heones 
hasthemunrgank.hipper-foan- 
1^ derigoer, Martin Malaria, to 
pump up sales of the Kelly bag. 


Twootherlcafoexwaiecont- 
pamee, Cefine and Loewe, jmn 
tile fisyth&weebeodwith brand 
new American desjgneis togtve 
their bag sales a bo^ hfidtael 
Ifois riiows his <X)llectioll for Ce- 
Ime todiy, and Narciso Ro- 
di^iezjaeseids the first clothiiig 
coDectionfor Loewe on Sunday. 

The handbag has become 
more of a status symbd than it 
ever was in the j^ghties; there 
are women who vriU join wait- 
ing lists for the sake of a£S,SCX) 
crocodDe handbag by Dior. 

The 20QS win talm some 
getting used to. But the su- 
perbag will certauily give 


Qaand’ssales a newlease of life, 
while the clothes for au- 
tomnAriater '98T99 look a tad 
dowdy. There is a shop in Paris 
called Didier Ludot that sp&- 
cuL^ses in vintage Chanel, and 
tilts collection would nrrt ham 
looked out of place there. The 
dodic haisgave the tweedy sints 
and oveirized iridescent pearis 
wont around the neck a tired 
and dated look. 

Meanwhile, the people who 
specialise in counterfeit goods 
be nmniiig up their own 
versions of the 200S fo be 
available at a market staQ near 
you soon. 


THE 





SYSTEM 


Colleges need 
25,000 places 
for childcare 


From the COMPANY that was BORN on a FARM 


Suice Gateway 2000 began life on a farm, we understand 
mme tiian moat the importance of a feesh fxoduct. Thath why 
we build your computer onty vdien you order it. This way 


G6-333Se 


■ tod389» Bht^Mrfn 
PkocesMT 


■ 64h« SDRAM, (ngimitiiHr 

we build your computer oofy vdien you order it. This way w>384 M]^ 

■ 512IB Bnoc 

you know your PC hasn't been sitting bi a warehouse ■ 43GB lOm Uhn JQA 


■ 17*EVSOOTCO-» 
tliaadp M oBi t m* 

■ AIXMiBi VxMrCkM 

■ M fe wofrY W afow^SS 
lOSKTbowd 

■ MS*Ynadaw*9S, 
ASSbtdBMoaw“ 


aaainpferfvAat Gateway 2000 can rnate for you. VftaHte to 
ciatwifoyouBrst.however.»Bndo«tyour^ 

^ ' £1299 (£156040 iiieVAr A Deihrary) 

<vir fe^ htwhnok^fngetiiervvidi fog technical support Ear as 

iJM^ ‘ ' bc^ as you own your syStBik 

makes Gateway 2000 unbeatal& value. Oil 
us on the freephone Dusober shown here, 

oot forgetting to ask about our flexibfc Q300 39 2000 

PefWH^rl oDtioos. http://www.gatftway2000.co.ok 


■ Mksnal13X^i/82XMi 
9Ctaw CD-ROM 

■ srrAGFaDGoiUa 

All wlriWir, wf aMB DRAM 


■ MSOfl^sySnaaBaaineM 
UdoD nbs Rocartf 97 

<05 \feaoa) wd atf . Maa^ 97 

■ a l A n te iia Wi i i i M ii y 


£1299 (£1569.40 faie VAT A Delivwy) 


GATEim 2000 


ifM^ ‘ ' bc^ as you own your syStBik 

makes Gateway 2000 unbeatal& value. Oil 
us on the freephone Dusober shown here, 

1 ^*^ not foigetting to ask about our flexibfc Q300 39 2000 

PSFWH^rl optioos. http://www.gatftwap2000.co.ok 

2000 • Qu ii fo'W R h bri—fcari Rome- WAaP‘ h fo w i I 


By Glands. Cooper 

Sodal Affers CornsqMndent 

FURTHER education needs 
at least 25JI00 new childcare 
places if it is to meet the do* 
mand finrn students aocordn^ 
to the latM sutv^. 

Some collies beSeve th^ 
I could tin their places three 
I times over if they were to cut 
' cfafldcaie fees and advertise 
I places more wideh' saje FE 
I Now, the magaanefbr foe fur- 
ther eciucation sector. 

I Ataxattnotinidsafodfcges 
, say that if they increased the 
chfldcare th^ provide they 
could recruit more oudents 
andpreventmoieoftiiemdnqi- 
|nng out. No one knows the ex- 
act amount of chiUcate places 
provided by further educatkxu 

Rmdii^ Council allocates £3m 
to 13,000 students.: However 
some colleges use their gener- 
al funds to qiend inore. 

The Itaycare Thst is pJaa- 

ning a nat^wial ^»**»^<* cf CtaiU- 

care in further and higher 
education, It is expected to 
lead to a database of all college 
duldcare proviaon and a tefe- 
phone hotline for pareitfs seek- 
ing places by the year 2000. 

The FE Now survey of 150 
coU^es found wide dherqian- 
ey in the nunibecafirfaceactf- 
foaed by establirioneats. One in 
fienu coDeges have no dnidcare 
places at all. ^me etdfcges 
have cluldcare jidaces for one In 


20 students others have one 
l^aoe for one student m 400. 
Overall, cdl^es feel that there 

is an TnrwneHiate demawtl for a 

50 per cent foctease in dtSdcaie. 

More than a timd caty offer 
places for diildrea over two 
years old vriiich is lik^ to be 
because of die extra st^ and 
^Mceheededforyoungercbil- 
drea.Some45perceinofool* i 
leges did have places for: 
sfomondirdd babte whereas I 
00 ^ 30 per cent bad places fbr 
babies frtxntiiieeinontiK. ' 

Cost isfoe crucfel fector for 
maity ifoidents, betanse at pre> 
seiU they eaniKit cUm; for be^ 
if they amhifrill doieedDcatioB. 

*KyouofBaracoumfo tfi ee 
to pe<^ on beneflCsays 
Efcne Rofo, snufent services 
maiMger at Swindon Qdl^e, 
"but then dimge £L2S an 
then yfoi have pot it ont of their 
reach agaou wouldn't dare 

advertise free diildcaie be- 
cause we know the demand 
would be-overwfaetaidig.'* 


If you are 50 
orover,you 
could save 
with Saga^ 
call us NOW 

You win know how 
expeastve home rnsunuioe 
can be. Thankfr^, ifym 
are aged SO or over yon can 
benefit from Saga Horne 
Jnsumice, a si^erior ■ 
bODsriioId insmance that is 
01 ^ available to mahne, 
reaponriZ^ pec^JeJike you. 

Sa^ Home fesnranoe covets 
awideiaageofpro p en fe s 
inclurfing Grade I and n 
fisted buihSiigs and 
ccuvened bams. 

Tbe nice Promise 
If you find another 
cornpataMe pofiey at a tower 
pciife vritinn 2 months (rf 
takii^ ont Saga Home 
&wnaoe, we vriU lefnnd . 
yem . foe diffimoce. 


333MHz Colour match! A model wearing KenwA rod onaemble with enforeidered caorit and Cop 

in hh 1998/99 autwnn/winter show In Paris yescerday Pboin^aph: Rem/ de la Mauvinere 


Publicity 
is off the 
menu 
for Hirst 


-Bj/Jereivy Uuirance 

Heahh'Editor - 

DAMIEN HIRST, the artst 
tuned restaurateur, has been 
denied what promised to be a 
publicity coup for his fariiion- 
abfe ealerie m Noafog-fSR west 
London. 

The Royal Fbaimaceutical 
Society has dropped its threat 
to’prosecute tim restaurant, 
Pharmacy, whkh masquerades 
as a chem^ shop. The sodety 
said the restaurant had “know^ 
ingfly flouted the law” by ad(^- 
h^-tiie name Fhaima^ vridich 
W a criminal offence under thft 
Mediooes Act 1968. 

It bad rehietant^ dedded.to 
defer prosecution because^*iio 
paalty is available at present 
tiiat h likely to deter the own- 
ers £com using the name.” The 
inaximom fine under the act is 
£1,000 - a fraction of what the 
|«bfidty caused by such a case 
wonkl have been worth. 

Qiaifos Pnllan, mnnag erof 

the £15 foflUod restaurant 
shelves of medicines 
;havebben confiiriag shoppers 
fry£^ to get tiieir inescr^ons 
Medrfeidhewasdistq^poiBtedL 
are veiy iqiset. It was quite 

an PmHngj fun thing gping on 

ia the bacJ^ground. We never 
tben^t the the Royal Phar- 
mhoenticaT Society would get 
very 

'Jofan'Fecgdsonv secretaiy of 
the Royal Pharmaceutical $o- 
caety,saidtitecouncilwasseek- 
mg an urgent meetihg with Che 
health department He said* ” 
There is a serious issue here. 
Parliament restricted the title 
’’phannaq^ so that when peo- 
ple need medidnes tiiey know 
vriiere to s^taprofessional'ser- 
vice and axe protected from un- 
scrupulous practices and 
dnbkms products. The counefl 
is detenhined to find a way to 
resolve thfe fcsue.” 



INSURANCE SERVICES 

ai^lppBWH Tiiilui.llllllliUillTO 
> liWftinnTfwi , ftll iBM M CnHAZ 

Sip loninw Swriew itdoM SIR w ia 


r Insuraoee cover is 
comprriunrive and 
loweost I 

* FREB241iour ^ 
, domestic emergen^ I 
and legal hdpUnes 

• FREEpenwitii 
yourqootatkm. 

Call us today 

lor your free no 
obligatifoi quote simply 
call us on the nitmhfty 
below. To help us 
help you, please have 
an relevant details to 
hand when you call. 

0800 
414 525 

qaotlng reference 

ID3802 




fflif«» place in the University of 
'^es Court BaSding foUow- 


n m my pass on ymr denik » tfiK San 
voimsBiw sfe ttb jmqpMe. 
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Will the Gaullists deal with the Devil? 




The French 
centre-right is 
tempted to 
negotiate with 
Le Pen. John 
Lichfield, in 
Vrtrolles, asks 
whether the 
moderates will 
sell their souls 

PORTENTOUS choral music. 
Plashing red, white and blue 
h^its.Dra in a Ht? hiidi-E tf ei ynqf» 
looks to the right of the audi- 
torium. The Man, as- 

serting his greatness, strides in 

from the left, flanVari his 

bodyguards in jnmp-sirits. 
Thunderona il y lmi tp 

ehanring; danrfng rp yh e 

The Gre^ Man is a short, 
balding, efRa minar^ figure in a 
blue suit and a colourful ti^ he 
looks like a young Her^e 
Poirot, at once compelling and 
sl^tly absurd. He is Bruno M6- 
g^eLthesecQndpowOT(aI]dIis- 
in^ on the Hearii &r-i^L He 
gives an effective ^)eedi, fiill of 
Lbe usual mockery and paranoia 
and coded radsm of the Na- 
tional Front His central mes- 
sage - before tomorrow’s 
regional and local elections-is 
‘'everything is goii% our w^. 

The sub-text is: ‘^evmything. 
is going my way.” The most ob- 
vious victors in tomorrow’s decH 
Lions, covering 22 French 
regions and 96 dSpartemeots, 
plus overseas territories, win be 
the Left. Ihn months after com- 
ing to power in a general elec- 
tion, the Prime Minister, Lionel 
Jospin, diould be able to daim 
victory in 17 out of the 22 re- 
gional contests. 

In the last poll of its kind, in ' 
. 1992, die Left was flattened: the 
centre-ri^t parties won in 20 
regions, foreshadowing their 
crushing victory in the pailia- 
meotaiy dectioa the following 
year, h^errandosm vras dead, 
said the pundits; the Left was 



-? 


out of power for a generation. 
But sizyeais later the Sodali^ 
and their Communist and 
Green allies, me on the point 
of taldag over virtually all the 
levers of national and re^onal 
poUtical power in France. 

/Hie only sigDificant excep- 
tion is the presidency, held by 

Jyqt’fS fTiirar^ the fiaiilHsTj im- 

til 2002. But even Mr Chhads 
siTfmghold is predicted tO dis- 
appear beneath the pink-red- 
green tide. The Oe-d^jE%ance, 
the greater Paris xre^has been 
the political and fina.ndal play- 
groundofMrChicacIsRFRpar- . 
ty for 26 years: fomcMiow it c 
Hkdy to M to ^ Left. 


The predicted success of the work out that there is another, 
Sodafistsanddiemalliesisatiib- darker, explanation for the 
ute to the skill of Mr Jospin in Left's like^' success. The Na- 
finessmg budgetary problems tional Front is predicted to 
and keqrbc^ his troublesome al- gain its hipest ever score - 16 
liance together. It is also a per cmU-mt^gronal elections, 
symptom of a lisiiig eoonomic Inl5ofthel7regjohsinlwfaid] 
barometer in Banoe. It owes ibeLeftwiDtopthepoILfoeNP: 
something, equally, to the in- wQl hold the balance^f^owmr. 
competence of the centreH-righi . In this i^on -i^v^nenc^ 
parties, vdio have nm a woeftilly Alpes-Cdte-cTAzur-theTeisa 
fiat and emptycampaigo. Fres- dose, thxee-hoise race and an 
identOrnaifspopuIari^issoar- outside chance tiiat the National 
ing with the econon^ but his Front will t<^ the poll This 
foc^andfiatenialeneniM9^^f$:.<£^^ although it is unlikely 
daece^^tie-iight ranaiu bereft^ - make Jean-Marie Le Pen the 
idcaSrleadeirii^aiidfredi&ces. . r^onal preridenL 

It does, not take a math- ; - Inotfamwonls,ani8joiifyof 
genial however,\fo?^K)ters in almost all french le- 


gjmis wiD vote for ri^-wing par- 
ties tomorrow, but the vote will 
be split between traditioDal r^t 
and far li^^t and the left-wing 
coalition wfll win the elections. 

The leados of the centre- 
right parties are refusing 
adamantbr to work with the Na- 
tional Front, which is almost the 
only thing to their crerfiL They 
will therefixe have to work with 
left-wing minori^ regional grv- 
mnmenls all over France. 

Something similar happened 
in the pariiamentaiy elections 
last year. Mr Jos^ owes his 
majority in the National As- 
sembly to the success of the NF 
in splitting the anti-Left vote. 


Gauging the real or poten- 
tial strength of the Far Rj^t in 
France is a difScult business; 
there are many reasons to be- 
lieve, and hope, that the Na- 
tional front m^ have reached 
its hig^-water mark. Disap- 
proval of the NF remains huge 
(well over 70 per cent). The 
economy is recovering Jean- 
Marie Le Pen foces more dis- 
sensioo within the party than 
ever before. He has run a poor, 
and la^, campa^ for the pies- 
identy of the Greater Pron^nce 
n^ion. Despite the doseness of 
the polls, he has made no ap- 
pearance in the South in the 1^ 
wedc. As usual he pidds to efis- 


tance himsdf from posaUe £afl- 
ure, rather than fi^t for victo- 

ty- 

This compares sharply with 
the tireless efforts of his Num- 
ber IWo and undeclared rival, 
Bruno M^ret who has been 
working the ground in the 
Bouches-de-Rhone (greater 
Marseilles) area for months. 
The victoiy last year of his 
wife, Catherine, in the mayoral 
election in VitroUes, in the 
nortbeni outer suburbs of Mar- 
seilles, makes M£gret a greater 
hero in these parts than Le Pen. 
The name of the NF leader was 
scarcely mentioned at the par- 
ty’s last big regioDal rally. 


Bad dream team: 

Catherine and Bruno 

M6gret wanting to the 

CTow ds as they arrive In 
>ntroUes for a National 
Front campaign meeting. 

The success of Jean- 
Marie Le Pen^ extremist 
party has split the right- 
wing vote across France, 
alknving the Sodafists to 
gpbi victory after victory 

Photograph: Reuters 


Whatever its internal difiB- 
culties, the NF now ^rawls 
across enough political territo- 
ly to make life difficult for the 
tratfitional Right Thb is frus- 
trating for the grass-roots and, 
increasingly, a temptation. 

Throughout this campaign, 
there have been angiy centre- 
rigbt noises demanding freedom 
to make deals with the NF af- 
ter the election. These voices, 
especially strident in the llc-de- 
France and here in the Mich, 
have been shouted down by the 
party leaderships, which insist 
that llte NF B beyond the moral 
and political pale. 

At his final rally in VitroUes. 
Mr M£gret predicted that this 
position would become unten- 
able: he said many centre-right 
regional couodllois would, in a 
close vole, support the NF, not 
the Left. Hence his comment: 
"We have not yet won the elec- 
toral battle but we have already 
won the political battle ... every- 
thing is going our way.” 

The traditional right ms^, or 
may noL ke^ its members in 
line this time. But this issue* to 
fraternise or not with the NF - 
will remain the most important 
and destructive issue in French 
party politics into the next cen- 
tury. Much will depend on the 
rise of Mr M^greL Although al- 
legpdtyeven more extreme in his 
private views than Mr Le Fen, 
he is regarded, and regards 
himself, as the man who could 
, puU-the vriiole of the French 
anti-Left together and rqxmtion 
it shaipty to the light . 


Milosevic rules out chance 
of UN mediation in Kosovo 


"So small In size, yet so big 
on performance...”..„..«. 



By Andrew Gumbd 

GOVERNMENT leaders in 
Belgrade firmly rejected any in- 
temational mediation to solve 
the crisis in Kosovo yesterday, 
saying they were ready to open 
dialogue with leaden of the 
province’s Albanian majority 
at aity time bat that 
Kosovo’s status was strictly a 
Serbian, ixfternal matter. 

Vtith time running oiit for 
President Slobodan M3ose\ic of 
Yugoslavia to meet intema- 
tional demands fora settiement 
to the Kosovo isaie, he ap- 
peared to have adopted a strat- 
egy of temporary detente 
towards the Albanians com- 
bined with a vigorous refusal to 
let the outside world dictate 
teims for him. 

. A demonstration staged by 
more than 50,000 students and 

other young Albanians in Koso- 
vo^ -capital Pristina, passed 
off without so much as a 
of a Serb poticeoian.- 
the second time tWs week that 
the Serbs have held back 

thei r practiceofbreak in g 
up demonstrations with over- 
whelming force. 

•At the same time, a Serbian 
go ve rnm ent negotiating team, 

led Ity the deputy prime min^ 

ter, Ratko Matkovic, vraited in 



Slobodan Milosevic faces 
new UN pressure 

Pristina for a second day on the 
off-da ance that Albanian lead- 
ers would accept theix invitatUHi 
tr> fallf tn than. The Albanians. 
tiflcked by the US state depart- 
ment, ' denounced Mr 
Markovic’s delegation as a 
piece of propaganda aimed at 
scoring points, not opening a 
g gffiitn e dialogue. 

"It looked like a veritable 
carnival - it was not an imtita-. 
tion for talks, but an attempt to 
undermine them,” said Fehnn 
A^ni, deputy leader of the 
LDK, the main ARMUuan par- 
ty in Kosova The Albanians 
said it was impossible to con- 
sider negotiations while para- 
military police were still 


chistered thid^ around a num- 
ber of villages m the Dienica re- 
gion - rite of two onslaughts Ity 
Sertrian forces in the last two 
weeksinwhidi mere tlian SO Al- 
banians perished. 

The siz-nation Contact 
Groiqi^ wliidb tnet in London on 
Mood^, issued a number of 
conditions for President Milo- 
sevic to fulfil on pain of further 
intemariopal sanctions, iochid- 
xng acceptance of a Einopean 

fact- finding miadnn and inifia - ' 
tinn nf a " mnaningf hl dialngnp ^ 
without precooditioDS. - 
' Yesterday, however, as the 
Council of Europe's padia- 
monaty oouncfl leader lioi Fis- 
dier virited Belgrade for talks 
.with Mr Milosevic, the Serbs 
they would not accept the 
mission. They also laid down 
specific conditions for talks - 
namety, that any solution for 
Kosovo would have to be found 
within Serbia’s borders. 

Like Belgrade, western gov- 
ernments have rqected the ik)- 
tion of. independence for 
Kosovo, but tfa^ have not ruled 
out ocxiveiting it into a full re- 
public in Yugadavfri alongside 
Serbia and Montenogra 
The Contact Group will 
meet again on March 25 to de- 
cade whetiier Mfr Milosevkfs at- 
titude merits the imposition of 


economic sanctions. Accord- 
ing to diplomatic sources, 
NATO and the major po w era 
are senousty oonsidernig the 
creation of a militaiy cordon 
sanitaire around Yugoslavia - 
including NATO troops in 

northern AThanla, the eapansirwi 

of the UN mOitaiy misaon in 
Macedonia, a tioqp presence in 
Buigsria and a naval monitor- 
ing mission off the coast of 
Montenegro. 

Fressuie is also mounting (m 

K oyv nN Albanian laarienJii p tn 
renounce its dreams of ind^ 
pendence. Western govern- 
ments fear an independent 
Kosovo would onty exacerbate 
tensions with Belgrade, and 
might tempt parts of Macedo- 
nia and even Montenegro to se- 
cede from thdr respective states 
and join a nascent Greater Al- 
bania. 

The LDK win have great dif- 
ficulty m drpppiitg its indepen- 
dence demand, however, as 
that is the plank on vriiich its 
support is bmU. 

One European foreign af- 
fairs minister, Piero Fassino of 
Itaty, said yesterday that bcMh 
sides would have to relax their 
intranagentattitudesifaityso- 
hitioQ were to be found. Far the 
nunnent, the chances of that 
look slim. • 


Serbia told proposals ‘not good enough’ 


Thg Fiimpcan Union yesterday 

gave theaKileslofwelcomaio 

the latest offer of President Slo- 

bodm Milosevic to the ins^ 
gent cUmic Albanian minority 
I in kosovo, making clear it 

I would not be enough to levdsc 

I IhesancHonsiinp^jnpJ’ 

tkm Mainst Yugoslavs by iMd- 

1 lngiiH(Biiationalpowcis,wntes 

%) Ri^ ConiwelL 

7 . Mr Milosevic’s 

wBrt-notsoodenough 
Cook, Rjreign Secretary 

i nd kating that Europe entire- 

JJ^hised with the Al^ 
SniM&viathepwvw 

to meet a delegaoon 


from Belgrade this week, difr 
jnjssing the eser^ as little 
more ihan a poblidly stunL^ 

LastnightEUfiarcigniM- 
isteis at their informal meeting 

were exploring possMe sdu- 
tions, involving some kind of 
soecxal status for the province, , 

Srt^lhin the borders of the ex- 
isting rump Yiigosla^ ^ a 
German ofBdal put it, there 

must be more autononty, but we 

can’t have outright sepaanan, 
F^tf ope is adamant the so- . 

laden of Belgrade 

oc failing a 

, 0 , 1 ^ a political solndon to. 

the crisis by Mr Milosevic, and 


Mr Cook was eoofidait that die 
ti ghter ecmiomic squeeze im- 
pc^ by the scE>4iatiott Contact 
Group on Monday win - 
and bite quickly. 

According to the Foreign 
Secretaiy, the regime had been 
"stunned” by ihe ^jeedofWest- 
ezn reaction, and was espedalr 
ty alanned by the suqiension of 
finandal support for Yu- 
goslavia’s privatisation pro- 
gramme. ‘Tf they can't sdldieir 
(privatisation) bonds, they 
not their defidL” 

■ jgieaavriule,tbefoiei^min- 
isteis ddivered an unexpectedty 
bhint warning to Prudent 


Suharto that acceptance of the 
International Monetary Find’s 
stabilisatkm plan ofTered the es- 
cape from Indonesia’s financial 
tunnoiL 

'ffflth its refusal to compty 
vrith the inirial IMF rea>m- 
meodations, the counby'was 
"entering uncharted waters,” 
Derek I^hetL.Mmister of 
State at the Foreign Office 
said, underlining the risk that 
faflure to deal with Indoneaa 
risked nndoing all die good 
work done by Thailand, 
Malaysia and South Korea in 
tackling their own financial 
crises. 


Ths worlds smallest radio 
from the master of 
inr>ovation whose 
products for 30 years have 
been 3t the fdrefrojit.of- 
tecltnologi.cal advance. 




The Astonishing XI Button Radio 

Only the size of a 1 0p coin, it offers the full performance of a VHF radio 
yet with its unique design fits discreetly in your ear. 

Available exclusively from Sinclair Research at only £9^0+psp 


no^masisrof Key features of this marwol 
imfoi^c^an of technology: 

•Auloscan push button tunliig. 
miniaturfsatlon- •FM Range (88 MHz -106 MHz.) 

the new XI Button •VfeighsonlyhMf an ounce. 

Radio. A receiver that • Handeftee operaHon. 
fils snu^ in your ear • Bidtt in aerfaL 

with state of the *Ul4quB sue grip awdstign. 

art dicuitry that gives , Powered by a tiny lithium cNL 

which wfD top radios many times Hs 

sbeLThei^ofyearscrfresearch > The size of^Op com. 

using ori^ial Sindalr technology the Actual 

XI RacSo Is uruque, aid in Ifrie with ^0 

Sir Clivers wish to ke^ its price to 

under £10, it is only available direct 

fixm Sinclair Research. You cannot 

buy tMsiBClio in the high street or 

from any mail order catalogue. 

Buy 3 Button Radios 
and Save fiCs. 

The XI Button Radio makes a 
great Mrthday or surprise gift 
for family and friends. 

Tune in and lisien YouVe never hewd it so good 

The XI is totaBy hands free and has Powered by a tkiy litNum cell wNch 
wtualy no w^ghL Ybu can run, dance lasts for many hours, (rephoenient 
or pedal your bhewithoijt fear of the XI batteries readiy available in shops) the 
' geUing in Ihe way. te unique sure-grip 
ear design vriH ensue it fits snugly and 
co in t or b toly in your ear at al times. 

Never again need you miss your 
favourite ptograrrvne or FM sport 
broadcasts and updates, ideal for all 

loa«ions. li(^6ed8^i^ XI usk push auloscan touch 
you* car, on the train, bus or while tun'rg as frxind on expensive car 

youYe at work without the person rados. Simply push the button and rt 

next to you being aware. tmesautornattcafytoihenerist^^ 



Order your XI today 
Simply send Sinctatr Research £10 and we 
w3l despatch your new XI Button Rado 
(complete with batter^ direct to yoa If its 
peribmtarwe erxl sound quafity does not 
astOTBSh you, simply return within 30 days 
for a full, no questiorrs refund. 

SINCLAIR 

RESEARCH 

ViBCKv Santas DMSan, 13 Denington Roel, 
W tai ngbe r oudi. Nw rew NMfl 2 flL 

CREDIT CARP HOLDERS 
AJT telephone 01933 279 300 


SEND ONLY C10 TODAY 


TO TiMimiiinrnriminii. 

vEcrre sam» DNBOi o carerm ROAtt 

WBJJNG8OROUGK. NORTHANTS MM SL 



Tune in and lisien 

The Xlis totaBy hands free and has 

wtualy no w^hL You can run, dance 


Qiy 
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Mca 

teilteNn 

Ibw 

1 

XieutanMD 

eio 



Ptaee tide ap pm pIMB boa 

D t andoaa GKh or ctwqueTO nnta matte 10 SMair 

rteMMHtlM Inrf 


Oontebany; VIsaQ 
Ota eeify date: iytorth.^_ 


AflcassQ 
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XI uses push button autoscan touch 
tuning as found on expensive car 
rados. Simply push the button and It 
tmes autornalicafy to the neri stafm 
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Suharto finds 


the old magic 


losing its power 




NOGOROJO (the name 
means “dragoa Idag**) was 
forged in the Matazam period, 
and has mendak stones on the 
handle and a hUt of cendana 
wood. Its zig-aag blade is 12 
inches loi^ the scabbard gold- 
covered. Nogorojo is a kr& or 
sacred dagger, and was handed 
down to Haji Hadisuldsmo by 
bis grandfather who, like him, 
was a Javanese mystic, 

was bom a peasant,” says 
the old man, *‘but now I am the 
chief of this village. My chOdren 
are headmen as well, and peo- 
ple come to me for advice fnxn 
oD over Java, Nogorojo has the 
power of life. All my life 1 have 
been helped and supported by 
Nogorojo.” Ihc da^r is gen- 
tly lestoiied to its scabbard and, 
no, says Haji Hadisukismo. 
there can be no photographs. 

A few years ago, he had a vis- 
itor from Jakarta vrix) came with 
a purpose: to buy Nbgpipjb, and 
lake it to the capital Haji 
Hadisukismo was not tempted 
although the offer was re- 
markable - not only was the man 
ofTering mfllions of rupiah, he 
was aclir^ on behalf ^ Presi- 
dent Suharto himself. ‘‘Suhar^ 
to has mai^ kris and other 


Indonesian leader 
hangs on grimly, 
writes Richard 
Lloyd Parry 
in Yogyakarta 


talismans,” he says, ‘‘he knows 
how powerful Nogorojo is.” 

For all the modernity and 
bustle of its cities, Indonesia is 
a superstitious country in vdueh 
andent patterns of belief exist 
alongside modem religious 
practices. In Borneo, Dsq«ak 
people combine traditional re- 
ligion wth the Catholic Mass. 
In Java, the iixrst populated and 
poUticalhr dominant of the In- 
doneaan iriands, mystics like 
Haji Had&uidsmo hear aiper- 
natuiai voices, heal and tell for- 
tunes. Few Javanese take such 
practices more seriously, or are 
regarded with more awe, than 
Pr^ident Suharto. 

Mr Suharto is also known to 
consult duhm, or sorcerers. 
According to Haji Hadisuk- 
ismo. who worked as a mystic 
adviser to his predecessor. 


Sukarno, the Presideot bathes 
in water bioi^t from a labs on 
the sacred Mt Lawu. He is a 
devotee of the fodu; or 
shadow puppet theatre, with its 
suggestive aD^pncal tales. 

A story calculating in Jakar- 
ta tells of a meeting of minis- 
ters held by Mr Suharto to 
discuss a knotty matter of stale. 
Instead of talking ^ they were 
treated to a puppet petfbr- 
mance of great beaufy and 
tecy. At the end, Mr Suharto 
sakh *1 trust my wishes are 
dear," and left the room, leav- 
ing the amdous ministers radc- 
ing their brains to work out ttie 



And Mr Suharto's use of tta- 
ditioo extends beyond ma^ 
Compared to other long-lasting 
<tictaiorsfa4>s lita that of Mao 
Ike-Tung or the late god-presi- 
dent Knn 11 Snng of North Kb- 
lea, Mr Suharto’s has been 
lemaikable for the unefotm- 
sivenss of his personal style 
and the complete absence of a 
personality But personal 
modesty, inconqticuousness 
and the suppression of overt 
emotion were the characteris- 
tics of the andent Javanese 
rulers: in his own in^etsoual 


Shadow land: Traditional Javanese puppet shows, with their suggiutiva, all^ofical tales, are a fwouriea of Mr Skihareo 


Photograph: Magnum 


and self-effacing way, the aura 
surrounding Mr Soharto is as 
strong as that of shriOer and 
mote dedamatoiy ieadeis. “Jfe 
is very, very devex at using cul- 
ture to portray himself as a tra- 
dkicmal Javanese ruler, Uterally 
a kmg,” says Mohtai Masud, a 
socdology professor at 


Mada Unrverdty in Yogyakar- 
ta, the ancient Javanese capital 
where Mr Suharto was educat- 
ed. The Rradeof s cultivation 
.of junior aides, znaiqr from the 
mflitary.wfaom bestrat^ical^ 
dmnoting and banish- 
ing those who become too am- 
bitious, is tyincally Javanese, as 


Dixons 
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is his xeluctanoe to step down. 
According to some ac^en^ 
the elevatmef Javanese virtnes. 
such as restrdnt, refinement 
suxi a dfetaste for cfirect critidan 
hasheh^edMrSuhaitotoniam- 
tam power. "There is such val- 
ue placed on hieraxdqr and on 
hiding anger »nd emotions*”, 
says Daniel Sparringa of Air- 
ling^ Univeiaty in Soiabaya. 
"Ordinary pecside have lost foe 
ability to protest" 

Tb a tradition^ kmg, power 
is indiviabl^ and to ooiryno- 
inise it by warning a soccesscjr 
is toriskloringeveiytlnng. "I 
tiimk if 8 quite ample: he’s very 
superstitious,” says a M^stem 
dipInmaL » fr*«d tfiR t If he 


prqwres fo r h fesDocesaQpand 
aAnira foatlte'is mortal, then 
be von foe.” is thenaw 

-for foe mystical quality, sdi^ 
times dMcribed as a dmne 
ii^t whidi surrounds the Ja- 
vanese leader. "SuhaitoY 
is still strong and it lias to be 
Siihaito for now,” Haj 

Harifaitriemn . **HiifwggTgdQ!Be 
to foe point vfoen foe ^ 

pass to someone, dse." . 

Tb many that moment spiems 
cdoserevexyd^.Oneoffoepor- 

Cftnte f)(f immin ftiit diangft w tWe- 

asteis and disnqttiODS in nature 
- tike foe forest fire^ drought, 
crop faSuTBS. food shortage^ 

and plane o- aaheft -which lie 

donesia has sufEered in foe past 


Sew mnnflK. “Many Javanese 
feel as if some kind of dooma- 
' di^ is coming,” says Prof Ma- 
sud. "The natural fosasters 
del^tiniise him in peopled 
eyes.” In 1962, Haji Had^- 
ismo was woridug for Sukarno, 
foonipted by supernatural voic- 
es, he waxned hto that some ad- 
viaeis he was bringii^ intn foe 
palace meant him no good. In 
1965, Indonesia’s Ysar of Liv- 
ing Danguonriy, Sukarno was 
d^iosed by Mr Soharto. *T fold 
huiu Tnther, ymi’re the cfoauf- 
four of Indonesia, but if you’re 
not carefbl youTl hit a tree’,” 
siqs tiieoid mazL "Buthe didat 
Ik^ aifo three yemshde eveiy- 
tiiingfidlqtarL” 


Chinghsh IS victor in 
H battle of tongues 


By Sinphen Vnies 
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THE BATTLE to preserve 
English as the medium, of 
instruction in Hong Kong 
schools was given new life y^ 
terd^ vfoen 14 schools suc- 
cessfully ai^pealed against a 
govenunent ruling that th^ 
most use Chiiiese to teach tbdr 
diazges. 

'^e government’s attenqrts 
to intxodnee mother tongue, 
teaching have incited a great 
deal of passion in Hong Kong 
vhere, remarkabfy', four out ^ 
five secondary students are 
, taught in English. 

P!arfltit s i(ii«r thatpJntdr piiflr- 

tending Chinese-medium 
schools will loose out in the job 
znazketplaee. Oc as David Tb, 
the principal of the United 
Cfaristiaa GoQ^ saidyBStexday, 
aftt»r hearing. his sdxxd 
failed in its appeal to continue 

teaf4ih^mFSp^Ki4i,thftahifie^ 

"wQl fed they ate second dass”. 


.. JUsdiocfo\foBreiheai:peals. 
were successful, there were en- 
tfausiasticodebfatiaas. However 
Chang Hsin-lou, :of the appeals 
- board, said; *Tf 5 not meant to 
be an award.” And he insisted 
that schools which were re- 
quired to teach in Chinese, as 
fixnn September are not being 
"punished”. 

Yet this is the general pei^ 
oqitkm. Helen Yu, Hong Koqgl^ 
DiiectoiofEdxxation,isexas- 
. pouted by .flus attitnde. She ar- 
gues that tile current school 
system is turning out childreii 
iriio ^jeak "Chh^jlish”, in oth- 
er w(^ vritiiout a goc)d gra^ 
ofeitherlangffi^ Avfeit to one 

<if fhft CTifnftaa Bhgtfch hngiiaga 

schools quxkfy reinfimoes hfis 
■Ytfe view. Not only tile cfafldren, 
but many of the, teachers, are- 
stnigglnig to tiiemselves 
' ondttsfood in Eogfish. 

Attifough ^ move to Qii- 
nese medium instcuedon is 
somd h nes seen as an act of 
post-colonial nationalstic fer- 


vour by tire incomiag adminis- 
tration, it was in fact initiated 
tim oulgcmjg odonid T^;iiDe. 
Educational research is on 
the side of those who advocate 
mother-longue teaching. Not 
onfy does it tend to mean tiiat 
childrea learn more in general 
but they also have a better 
chance of learning foreign lan- 
gue^^ sudi as English, if th^ 
are systemdicaOy tau^t as for- 
eign langu^ea However, Hong 
Kongparents donotseezn to be 
greatly swayed by educational 
theory. Those with children in 

jadiyttefii w'irhing tri rjinwiB^ aiw 

desperate^ ttyingm move than 
to Kn^fsh medium schools. 

. There is talk of de&nce and re- 
volt against the new rules. 

remains an offidal 
langoage in Hong Kong, along- 
side Chinese. Since the han- 
dover it has become less 
prevalent in official drdes, but 
remains foe wiahi langiiap* of 
commerce^ particularh’ hi the 
trading and finance sectors. • 






r — 




THE INDEPENDENT 


GfrCSmH 


JVC 






•nw«witB3CDa. 

•2x«Mn(RM9 

pgww r oute* 

•SOpnMtdigMtmr. 

•Ttiliei— 

iMieraMevenBSa 




£14999 






•ZXSWiWtIffBWIpOIIIWOMput 


•ao pwiy iqiiaiiinwr 
• BoteodB 


£21999 


•SpraMdUHliuMR 

•SmodauiwiiB 


■:V^ '■ 

±70 




£13999 


MSodd 


TC.fi-.- ' . ::r-. r -r- 

'A “T-- : .r 


. - . • . i - ' 



A A AAAi 




ww fiMQsa 

£30M8L£S7SSft 


£34999 


• Tt 






lMiiSMiiiii^Tltnnf-^^~‘~T 


I ffil WM 

£ fi £ 




flrtyaitartwitTiliwiulSwa _ 


'J- 


•« 

..iy dV W 







retu 




ol hij!, , 


>iai 


Fmtfnanaiw 


48mnWyMnwm«f 
tactlVitwi . 


^«nBOSST fl2L«r bK'SSSaSi^^ @ 29SE SESSKSS'' 

aiSShoH S!!2i"g£ffiSSlEK VNTHesr pi^nta*fi«otea.in«5y esaMs.«iaa*fci 


Please send me more details of fois holiday oflw 2ailjDWBWE Steam I \\ 

ISlXllW • , , I 

Address:....-...... 1 ’ , ” ' | 

— i : ~ I ! 

— — - 1 Postcode: *”*" I 


I 

INT097 - 


\>A4lJ t> vsif> 












13/FOREIGN 


'ictor in 
f tongues 


S : 



1 i 


• •r.' 

ir ' 




THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 14 MARCH 1998 

13 


Crazy daze for inmates of New York, the world’s biggest asylum 


T O be in New "Vfa/k is tobe 

an ioinate in the world’s 
biggest a^um. njere is • 
never any peace, day or night. 

here in Thelnd^endenft 
midtown office, 21 Coots up and 
behind doulfcgiazed windows, 

tlwre is no escaping the lac^ 
Ri^t now, pc^oe sirens are 
waOing as if Armageddon bas 

come. - 

The caoopho^of New York 
ispartofwbatgivesititsener- 
jp, of course. And energy is th e 
Vhole point of this diy. But 
sometimes, just sometimes, 
when yoPT batteries are low a nd 
your nerves are ragged, it can 



David Usbome 


aU ^t top mudi. One eqjecially 
loud car bom is suddenly more 
than your brain can bear. Get 


me out of here, you want to 
soeam. No wonder 
turning their attendoa to se- 
cmiag a ratal ont of town. Hee 
. to the mountains^ the Hamp - 
t o n s, evea New Jemey, before 
migraine sets UL 

Bien if .you attention 
(»dy vBiy it is hmd not 

to condnde that a goodly por- 
tion of your feDcw tiaveUets on 
this cit^ pavements.are a (fime 
dioit dollar. Some are ob- 
vuui^loony, other merely ec- 
centric, to it is aO the raving 
that worries me most. 

It is not just peo|de cursing 
at tefepboiMs that won’t take 


(hdr qoartas or at taricabs cut-, 
tmg them down as they try to 
cross the street So many peo- 
ple in New York seem so con- 
sinned with angpr or fnistralibn 
about something diey mnp^ 
caiuot hefo acoostug ooaqdme . 
strangers to tell them about it 
It lu^jpened to me one d^ 
last week as 1 was trying to buy 
a sandiwdt just. across from 
die United Nations. The guy 
came'in the door like a torpe- 
do, screeched to a halt betod 
n^ left shoulder and proceed- 
^to.eacoriatemeftiTnotiis- 
ingi^ against basical^ weryooe 
especaalfy against die polioe 


department and the corrupt 
crooks nnnmg the UN. Lon^, 
as if ordering the insides of a 
New York sandwich wasn’t al- 
readybiaiiHam^aoughtntb- 
outdnsinrry ear. I ignored him 
fist, then 1 wanted to smad his 
head in whh the gherkin bottle 
hehind the cotmtCT. Finally, he 
left and I just felt depressed. 

E ddie Izzard, whom I 
vaguely know from 
school, thought I might 
be die <me about to get hit irila 
I asked his adrioe at a parQr 
duoTO recent^ at^Sodidiy’s feu 
theBroadw^ premihre of Aif, 


the three-handed play dial is sdn 
padiDg them in in the IMest 
’End. Across the room stood 
none other than Sean Con- 
neiy, attending as oo-producer 
and hinder of the fim rights. 
Eddie knows Connery from 
thesetaftbeupcomingy^vo^gETs 
film- Did 1 dare go np and ask 

hrrn tn foiniwffr t t nfitliehrn ulMt - 

ha suiirmiiding bis kriighdiood 
- or rather his non-knight- 
hood? Eddie’s ze^dy suggested 
that if I did, I uii^get bified. 
I tried aiorway, assuming Eddie 
was joking, and Connery was 
gruff but entire^ polite. And, 
uo, be would not comment 


Y asmina Reza« who 

wrote is reciting 

talking that night to 
AfewsHwA. The magazme quot- 
ed her saying she was fed up 
with her own country, fiance, 
because no producers in Pans 
showed interest in the pl^ 
or three others she has written 

and has turned on her for stag- 
?ng the last two in commercial 
theatres instead of state-sub- 
sidised houses. 

**1116 French mentality is to 
keep it smalL” she was cited as 
saying. “If you have ambition, 
you are consdered egocentric. 
I got DO help with Art.” 


Unfortunately, the com- 
ments were report^ from here 
by tbe Freodi new^per Le 
Monde. Reza went 
clahning she had been mis- 
quoted, and demanded that an 
apology be printed. Why she 
thought Le Afondr was at fault 
is not clear. 

I t seems there is an expla- 
nation for the ejqilorion of 
police sirens twenty-one 
floors below my office window. 
The local branch of tbe Chase 
ManbaltaD bank is, as I write, 
in the midst of a hoid-up, gun- 
shots and alL Ah, New York. 
Got to love it 


America returns to the corner shop 


The US love affair 
with the mall may 
^e over, writes 
tlary Dejevsky, in 
VN^hington 

DRIVE north west'out of central 
VSfrslmgton and you soon enter a no- 
man’s land of g^ass and marble 
walls, the first wave of subuiban malls 
that line the freeway exits from the 
US cajAaL In a fear mnnthS j thraigh, 
some of those walls will start crash- 
ing down, felled in tbe name of bring- 
ing a more 

human scale to the greet 
American shopping esperioce. 

The doomed walls belong to the 
Mazza GaDoie, a vast cuboid build- 
ing. Inside, thou^ you would hard- 
■ ^know to look at firom the road, are 
flo department stores - the up- 
nmrket Neiman Marcos and 
downmarket FUeoe's Basement - a 
selectitm of spedality shops and 
plenty of emp^ premises. 

The walls make Mfezza GaUerie 
a fortress: secure arid afr conditioiied, 
to hardly sooKvdiere to p(^ mfo for 
a loaf of bread or a bagof jelly beans. 

Now, it bas been bought by a 
much-ptatfcd Qiicago developer, 
Dan McCaffmy, and s to be made 
over, starting with the leoQovalctf its 
most distinctive feature; tbe daunt- 

outside walls. Accordnig to Mr 
McCaffery, the niaiD aim isto mate 
toe shopping facilities more visfo 
and acce^le. 

In effect, the endosed tiboppnig 
Centre is to be turned iiiside out and 
made to face the streets. The indi- 
vidual shops will be made to i^peal 
to passeis-by and local residents, not 
just to car-borne shpnieis with sev- 
eral hours at their di^xisaL The 
fiops should, . in Mr McCaffeiys 
words, be ‘^people-friendly’’ and fos- 
ter a sense of communiiy. 

ff Mazza GaUerie, ImiU mthe Sev- 
enties, were the only eodosed sh<^ 
ping centre being subjected to this 



Arnerican net Wallace I le gges t a d, the, last grocer in the town of WHson, Minnesota, vriio shut up shop M years ago 


late Ifiieties zoateover, that crmld 
be pitt doam to toe anfiitions of one 
developer and toe eternal American 
quest for soinedmig new. In fact; 
though, it is jnst one of a dozOD or 
more indoor conqxiexes that have 
been, or are about to be, shorn dC 
their walls in a process thk is being 
dubbed toe “d^maUmg” of Amer- 
ica. Nor is it fimited to idativ^ pros- 
perous suburban districts, like 
fi iendship Heigftte in \tfeshmgton. 


'Wbere the Mazza GaOeiie is locat- 
ed A shmlar ptoject has ju^ been 
started across toe city, in the de- 
pressed area south west of the cen- 
tre. 

Here, the ^teiride MaH, a gj- 

airf dinpping wnH pfRrft flompJwy h niif 

30 years sgo, obliterating toe exist- 
ing grid- layrat of the streets and 
aoiqnng tbe district in twoi, is hself 
to be dioi^ied np into more man- 
ageable pieces. The street grid is to 


be restored, and the walls demol-' 
ished ,Shnilar operations have al- 
ready been completed in two other 
suburbs of Wa^ington, outside 
Clncago, and m CaJifoiina aiul !%)□- 
da. 

Thlring their cue from the suc- 
cessful revivals of Manhattan and 
. central Chicago, where lower crime 
rates have been accompanied by a 
surge of investment and tiie revival 
of d^fiving, developers are sensmg 


a diange in customers’ taste and pri- 
orities. The bend in new out-of-town 
shopping centres is-for a return to 
open compleres, where shops front 
on to the main road and drde 
around a giant car park There are 
yj gns, tnn, gmall and hesit ant, that 

stores may be starting to move bade 
into some of toe towns and cities they 
left 30 years ago. And when they do 
move back, as in central Oiicago, 
they face outwards, beckoning their 


PhocQgraph: Top ham Pkxurepoint 

customers, allowing them to linger 
on toe pavemenL 

Ttansfoiming fortress mans into 
people-friendly shopping streets and 
squares is not an ea^ task. But it is 
erideocB, along with the nostalgic re- 
sort to words like “liveable” and 
“communiy”, that the strict sepa- 
ration of housing and commerce 
which leaves so much of American 
suburbia without a heart may be an 
idea whose time is passing. 


Washington 
cries foui 
over JFK 
mementoes 

By DwM UsbfMTie 


An auction of John F Kennecbi mem- 
orabilia in New York nest week is cer- 
tain to arouse keen interest - after 
all, toe Kennedys are the nearest 
th^ America has to a royal family. 
But as tbe 60(>odd lots were unveiled 
yesterd^, a hitch had ariseiL Should 
some of them be on sale at all? 

Among the hordes milimg through 
Guernsey’s, a small New York auc- 
tion house, were men and women in 
suits from \^briimgton. Their oiissioD: 
to retri^ a number of items that 
offidak believe belong to the natioiL 

The catalo^e indudes JFK's pres- 
idential yacht. Honey Fhz, whidi 
alone could fetch several million 
dollars, as well as his sailing boat FZosb 
U. It also features a large number of 
items gathered by his White House 
secretary, Evelyn Unooln, after his 
assassination. She died in 1995 and 
bequeatoed her coUection to a friend, 
Robert White, who hopes to buSd a 
museum from the sale's proceeds to 
bouse those mementoes he is not 
putting into the sale. 

But Ms Uncohi may not have been 
entitled to all of what she laid her 
hands on. Yesterday, the National 
Aidiives started n^tiating to have 
some lots withdrawn, including 
Kennecty’s inauguration, speech, a 
drcp-ledf ri^iii^ table, notes and cor- 
respondence on the Cuban criss, a 
report to the nation about the 1961 
Betiin crisis and the portable record 
player that toe Presidat took almost 
everywhere on his travels. 

Members of the Keimedy family 
have also ai^>roadied Guernsey’s 
with worries about ownership. John 
F Kennerfy Jr is believed to want 
some items given back to toe fami- 
ly. Guernsey's head, Arlen Ettinger, 
appears unimpressed. “The 
lOsimedy’s have money. They can 
come and bid on anything thi^ 
want,” she remaiked. 


Advotuemeat 


Thinking of buying a 
computer? 


Computers are. playing an 
increasingly important part in our 
lives. Bur bow much should you 
pay (or a ^tem? And how do you 
know a PC will suit your needs? 
Practical, straightforward and 
reliable. The fykich? Guide to 
Computers explains all tbe 
jargon. It's ideal for home 
users and smalt businesses 
alike and takes you, step by 


Essential 
reading for 
landlords 
and tenants 

thinking of letting your 
%npertv? Unsure of your ngbts 
as r ienant? Then get help 
with The Mnch? Guide to Renting 
and Lating. 

Whether you arc renting or 
Icttinga house, flat or roon^ you 
need to be aware of your legal 
ri^ts, the financial impliatioiu 
of the agreement and ine 
praciicaiiiies of the landlord/ 
tenant relationship. This concise, 
accessible book will help you 
avoid possible pitfalls, as well as 
save yon time, money and 
potentiany cusdy Ic^ wUon, toa 


step, rhmogh the buying process. 
Using real-life situations to 
highlight common problems, it 
tells you • what computers can 
do for you and/or your business 
• bow to avoid costly mistakes, 
and select sensibly-priced 
hardware and software that 
won’t be instantly obsolete • how 
to calculate tbe true cost of a 
system • why ’latest’ doesn’t 
always mean 'best’ • how to 
ensure you buy what yon need - 


and not what tbe salespeople 
want to sell you. 

This fact-packed book from 
Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is essential 
leading for axiyone planning to bi^ 
a computer, or who wants to get 
the most from their eadstnig^istem. 
The Whidi? Guide to Cm^uters 
costs just £10 j9 (PAP PgRP), so 
whynpt order your copy NOW 
using the order form below? 
Fbll refund if not satisfied. 


What can the Internet do fen: you? 


Email’, 'websites*. ‘URla*... do 
you like the idea of the Internet 
but find all tbe jargon that goes 
with it baffling? Do yon know just 
bow useful the Internet could be 
for you? At the touch of a button 
you could have ac cess to news and 
weather reports, shopping and 
ban^ services, travel and ^rt 
Published by Which?; The 
Which? Guide to the Internet 
provides a ^ossesy of terms wd 
gives dear, non-tecfanical advice 
on how to make the Internet 
work for you. Using real-Ufe 


money on international phone 
calls • where to find free 
.software and advice. 

PLUS order now and receive 
yottr FR^ CD Rom giving you 
30 days unlimited access to the 
Internet and Which? Online 
odoiainziig a wealth of exdusrve 
consumer informatipn from 
Which?. It also gives you access 
to member and Which? expert 
d.iscussion groups, an email 
address and free webspaee. 

The Which? Guide to die laiemet 
costs just'£9.99 (F&P FREE). 


case histories this invaluable - However, shquid you subscribe 
book will help you explore all to Which? OnZDieafter yom free 


the possibilities - for business 
and for pleasure. 

It looks at • cost-effecuvB 
access • getting connected 
using the Internet to save 


trial weTl take the price of the 
book off your first payment. So 
why not order your copy NOW 
using the order form below? Rdl 
refund if not satisfied. 


poreniiauycobuy ifcjs;** i • using cne iniciuB» — 

For landlords there’s advice on | ^ T 7T 

what sort of tenancy to grant 

tenuand deposits • grounds 
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for possession during a tenanq^ 
and how to obtain a court order. 

TcnanlswiU discover • P*y® 
the council tax. utility charges 

.ind repair bills • ; nn*whicarciUfc“»« 

can sublet • what to do about 

,w™nenlOTihrcatsofevi«ion 

^P^moch. much more! | ctowV ^ 

Complete with sample L 1 I i 

agreemehtSi TRe Which, f?*"* | ^ 

to Renting and Letting costs , 

just 110.99 (P&P rb M c an 

uaing the order 
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the right? Full 
nofi satisfied. 




Save over £170 



It’s eaqr for yon to save mon^ with the new 
ScotTlsb Widows Credh Cud. Our APR is ' 15.9X, 
and only 1L9% APR lor oaasfiers in the 

first 12 months. Thereb no annual . fee. And - 56 
days’ lnteiest-&ee crediL What's more, our card wlfl 
st^ condstendjr competitive. Just caQ 0800 783 M 14 
now fbryour apphcaiSon padc. 
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Issue 2 
out now 
oniy99p! 



Bring your 

computer 

to life ! 


ilie current Issuec^ 

;; -CbmiMjrleriidf^ find 
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Not what you'd expect from a computer magazine! 
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Cancer in retreat: cases drop and fewer lives are lost in OS 


Bjr DanrM Usbome 

in New York 


IN A FIRST unmistakahle sign that 
both new therapies and changes in 
lifestyle are having a beneSdal im- 
pact, the numbers of cases of can- 
cer have begun to retreat in the 
United Slates, as have the numbers 
of deaths from the disease. 


“Cancer is conquerable and 
progress is being Dr James 
Ma^ of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, said, un- 
veiling the most zeoent report on can- 
cer in the US. “The burden of pidilic 
fear should be^ to lift.** 

It is the first time that cancer, 
which sdll kills 1,500 Americans 
each day, has been in reCreat na- 


tkinmde siDoe records of the disease 
were Gist compiled in the Thirties. 
Overall, the rqmrt ^ows, the inci- 
dence of cancer cases fell by 0.7 per 
cent peryear between 1990:^ 1^. 
Deaths from cancer over die period 
fell by an average of 0.5 per cent 
Tte picture, nonetheless, is un- 
even, both as ^tween different 
kinds of cancer and as between dif- 


fereot s^ments of the populadon. 
The statistics are less hopeful for d& 
advantaged people and for African- 
Americaos* pardculariy men. 

Eqierts ptwted to mcieased ed- 
iic ptinn about the hazards of tobac* 
00 in exptalomg an m«tage annual 11 

per oent drop in iungoancer cases. 
More generally, credit is given to mnefa 
ioovased screening for mstazice for 


breast turnouts in women, and new 
forms of treatment teeast-eancer 
rates have apparent^ levelled out af- 
ter dimbing rapidty for two demdea. 

The sharpest drop was reported 
in colon and rectum cancer, ^ere 
cases dropped an average of Z3 per 
cent Mouth and throat cancer was 
down by 1.8 per cent amraally and 
leukaemias showed a 1.0 per cent 


drop. By contrast, the inddence of 
melanomas, or sldn cancer, rose 
during by an average of per cent: 

The dam is bleakest, hoarever, for 
blaickmeruwiio have tte tallest can- 
cer incidenoe rate of any group m the 
counoy and for whom rates are' still 
duDbing. This is caused paiticulm- 
ly by growing numbers ^ cases of 
prostrate.cuioKv ''Somesegmmits [of. 


the population] have not ben^ted 
equally,’’ obseiwd John Seffixo. of 
the American Cancer Society. 
According to the sodeQ', one in 

four deaths in the US are caused fay 

cancer. Mote than half a azOlioD 
Americans are expected to die from, 

some fcKin of caziccr this year. One 

in two American men can e^iect toj 
devek^ cancer in their lifedme. 


Hindu nationalist chief left in limbo 

A . . ■ 

as electoral alliance falls to pieces 


By Peter Pofriiam 

in Ludfiow 


AB Vbjpayce, parliamentaiy 
leader of Hindu nationalist 
BJP. should by now be packii^ 
his bags ready for removal to 7 
Race Course Road, (he prime 
minister's ofiicial residence. In- 
stead be e twisting in the wind. 

He has nivo proUems. The 

lust and most urgent is that a mi- 
ciol ally in the south, the former 
£Dm suu-JayalaEtha. vAio foces se- 
rious conruption charges after her 
term as ci:^ minister of Tamil 
Nadu, refuses to bock him. It was 
said that she wanted herpitndes 
m Im the mmisters of finance arid 
law: alternatively, that she want- 
ed the dismssal (tfher deadly ri- 
val who now runs the southern 
state. Whatever it was, Mr Vhj- 
payce refused to grant it. and JsQr- 
olalitha puUed her 27 MBs. He 
was left wefl short of a majority. 

Last night the head of state, 
Preadem KR Narayanan, met 
leaders of the other main 
groupings. Congress, the Unit- 
ixl Biont (UF) and the two main 
communist parties, to see if they 
had any br^ ideas. But as both 
Congress and the UF are 
effectively leadericss, and as it 
was their latest quarrel wiiicb 
brought on the recent, unwel- 
come election, no one was 
optimisUc. 

Mr Mijpayee's immediate 
pfoUan stems from the treadi- 
eiy of a dubious ally. Bm his 
other problem is mare frmda- 
mcntal; he libs proved unable, 
after nearly SO years of trying, 
to amass the sort of bnaad na- 
tional support that the Congress 
I^iiy used to be able to take for 
granted. The disputed religious 
site in Ayodbya. ^bol of In- 
dia and the world's doubts 
about Mr A^payec's party, con- 
tinues to haunt him. 

The BJP overflows with pa- 
triotic emotion: it stands for In- 
dia strong, self-confident and 
with nudear missiles targeting 
Peking. But in i}s heart of hearts 
India doesn't buy tL Ayodhya 
c^rplains why not. 

ft is n small town in the fer- 
iDe pbins of Uttar Pradesh, cast 
of Lucknow in the north of the 
cuuntiy. To call it dilapidated 
wiwld 1^ a kindness; it fools like 
one of the frontline towns in 
Bosnia or Craaiia in the heat of 
the recent wars there. It is a 
town of ruins, murfoling car- 



Ejq>losv« cYent: Hindu ftindannentalisCs attacking the KMMenbiry Babri Naspd mosque at A y o db ya. in Depsmbdr 1992. Their actions destroyed the bidding Phocograph; PopperibcofAFP 


casses of long-ago invasions 
which the people inhabit with- 
out coirqilaint. kneradng oothing 
(UfferenL 

But one of the ruins is spe- 
cial. i t was demolished so thor- 
oughly that not one stone 
remains on lop of another. 
This was the mosque of Babri 
Ma^d. 

On 6 December 1992, a 
crowd of Hindu zealots, in- 
ctwfing the president of the BJP, 
LK i^vani, Mr \^jf»yee's 
right-hand man, and several of 
the park's M^galhered here 


and wlule police looked on 
they destroyed the mosqne. 

It was an eqiloave event, un- 
leastung avok^ ofHmdu ver- 
sus Madim oonimuiial an ger fo 
which perhaps 2,500 people 
died across the countcy. MrAd- 
vani and several other top lead- 
ers were arrested, and the RSS. 
(he paramilitary force that 
stands behind the BJP, was 
banned. But for the moment at 
least Mr >^jpayee was unro- 
pentanL after the de- 

molition he declared that the 
mosque was “a ^ixrfool of diame 


and has been erak^.' ifor the 
Hindu zerUots, it was their 
movement’s finest hour. But for 
Mr 'N^jpayee and the others in 
the pa^ who crave national 
power it was, as Mr 'Vajpayee 
later admitted, “the party's 
worst miscalculation*. 

It is hard to grasp why the 
destruction of a.seedy old build- 
ing, unused for religious pur- 
poses^oce 1 949, sfao^ <fog the 
Indian imagination in the way 
it does. The ostrasible reason 
is that the spot on which the 
mosque sto(^ was the birth- 


place Rama, *lord of the uni- 

veiae* in the Hindu pantheon 
and appropifriced by national- 
ists as their dfvine mascoL Like 
thousands of Hindu temples 
acrcKis the north, , it was 
destroy by fanatical Mizdzms 
duzir^ the numerous invasioiu 
that wracked the countzy-sup- 
posedly in 1528, on the orders 
of Babur, founder of the 
Mughal empire-aod replaced 
with a mosque. 

The temple’s erasure and 
replacement are coojectural as 
no archeological evidence has 


been found, but then so is the 
both of Rama. When tbe abject 
and humiliated Hmdus b^ah . 
chafing at tbe British yoke and 
casing around for a symbol of 
riaiioiiBlprideto m^them 150 
years ago, they hit on Ayodl^a 
and the long-vaoisbed temple 
there. DemoUdung tbe mosque 
and rebuilding tbe temple 
been die most isaportant projects 
nursed by national^ siiice. 

^odl^ has always been a 
potest raiiynig for tbe BJP 
But the desfructiOD in 1992 
was a wBDBtsbed. Tbe symbol of 


national hiimifiation was ^ne 
- replaced ^ a makeshift tem- 
ple in a tent, a mes^-tmgoing 
wtan^ in tfae courts^ and a dire 
warning of ^e apocalypse 
awaiting aiqr govermneBt ttiat 
ventures down, tbe connnunal- 
istpath. 

' Tbe bfoodfoed that followed 
the mosque’s demolition drove 
home the danger of igniting 
such taw emotion in a unfoo as 
fragile as India's. But Mr ^^j- 
payee bas been unable to fizid 
any conqraiably efiective w^ to 
set the electwate on fire. 


Lifeline for children 
as funds flood in 


By Amanda KeDy 


THi£ INDEPENDprrs Iraq 
appeal has reached a total of 
£60000. 

The fi^ixe has surpassed 
the laqtcctations of everyone 
involved and will allow us to 
supply the Iraqi childrea with 
even more life-saving supplies 
than first envisaged. 

nofetaor Soad ThbaqchalL 
medical director of Medical 
Aid for Iraqi Children 
(MAIC), estimates our funds 
will allow us to treat well over 
2,000 children. 

The bulk of the money will 
be ^>ent on anii-canccr med- 
idnes but we also be pro- 

vidiftg ibe duldren with ui^t 
sutritiomd suii^lemcais. 

Howard BcU of CARE In- 
lernatlonal UK, which is al- 
ready helping to feed lOJXn 
children in Iraqi boqritals, 
said: “The absence of ba^ 
medicines is baviiig tragic hu- 
manitarian consequences. But 
the lack of basic nutrftfon is an 
equally desperate problem 
which affects thousands of 
people. 

“Tbere axe especially acute 
shortages of vital supplements 
for infiaats such as lactose-free 
iofuU fonnula. This life-savnig 
product treats children who 
have developed iactose-iniol- 
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crance as a result of chronic 
malnutrition, gastro-enteriiis 
, and diarrhoea." 

Professor Ihbaqcfaali, who 
has extenrive contacts in Iraqi 
huq>itals, is helping us put to- 
gether a deliveiy of the med- 
icines and supplies most 
urgently requued. 

Since MAIC was estab- 
lished In 1994, she has 
organised the sending of med- 
icines. mOk and medkal equip- 
ment including incubators 
worth s^pnnimateb' £323,400 
to paediatric hospi^ all over 
Ir^. 

The receipt and use of the 
metficines we send wfll be vet^ 
ified by staff at CARB (0171 
379 5247) and MAIC (0171 
724 3379) as well as other in- 
dependent sources. Both diar- 
ities are happy to answer 
questions and accept donations 
after our appeal ends. 

Please s^ dieques, made 
out to Ibc Independent fraq 
Appeal, to PO Box No 6870, 
London E14 SBX 


North Korea goes on war footing 


By Teresa Poole 

in Faking 


NORTH Korea was yesterday 
put on “wartime molriliration'’, 
apparently to comdde with sea- 
sonal miUtaiy exerdses. 

The restiictfons. uhich 
cleared the streets of Py- 
ongyang of people, have also 
come mto force just as Korean 
peace negoti^ions are doe to 
restart in Geneva, and as ifae 
country is approaching tbe mid- 
March perM when the official 
state media said grain supplies 
would run ouL Nd^ Koira last 
week said daily rations had 
been cut firem 300 ffams in Jaor 
uaty to 100 grains in March- 
North Korea’^watdiers in 
Rddag said tho' believed the 
war^footing was ormnected with 
military eaerdseswhidi uraal- 
^ take place in the ^ri^ 
Foreign diplomats b Py- 
ongyang were told of the 


Prisoner releases bring only scorn on Seoul leader 


5TR1CKB4 whh cancer and «iv 
foebled by age and torture. Shin 
In-young hobbled out of a South 
Korean prison after 31 years of 
masdy soStary confinement and 
l am etTBed the face ef those Itfc 
behind. There are many more 
inside,’' said Hr Siin, €9. *1 foel 
sorry when I think of thera" 
Mr Shki was one of 74 
lldcal prisoners released yes- 


rarfoy in a s w e ep ing amnesty by 
President IQm Dae^ung thei 
brou^ the rador^ new leader, 
himseKonceaprisoneroToon- 
sdence, ordy scorn from humtm 
righs groups that once were 
among his supporters. 

•We are very disappoineBd," 
the nation^, b/gest dril rights 
poupk Minlohyup, said, noting 
that the vast majority of the 


million people affected by the 
affwiesy vrere oeffic offender s 
and petty ofrnirais. 

OhVSto-ho,seaetar y g en - 
erel ofthe South Korean chap- 
ter of Amnesty Inwn a ti o nal, 
saftfcTTte g ove r n m ent released 
only part of the long-eenn pri»^ 
onero of consdenoe because 
they fe a red a beddash from the 
oountryV conservative groups." 


wartime mobQisatioii yesterday 
morning ^en thQr were is- 
sued with a governmeot stat^ 
meoL Under the instructions, 
<»ly North Koreans will be al- 
lowed into the country and for- 
eign regents wfl] be restricted 
to l^roiigyang exc^t when giv- 
en specific pennisdoa for tripe 
'Elated to the food asastasce". 


a nifiiQ whiefa could wdl impede 
tbe work of mtetnadonal aid 
agencies in the country. . 

Tbe statement add^ "This 
means tiiat the wartime system 
and mrder applies not only to tbe 

regular anoed frvees, abo 
to the national ecqncnx^ and 
overall social Gfe.* Ifor^^ res- 
idents io Pyongyang repiuted 


that tbe was deserted yes- 
teidiy. 

' The perpetual uncertam^ 
about wiat is gmi^ on inside 
^foctfa Kixea It dzfficultfor 

dqdmnats to jui^ whether ai^ 
' tttiogtBore thaDDorinalciviliazi 
drills were.going on. There was 
^eadation that tbe dampdows 

mi^ bft the military fletmg hae 


musdes in order to stave off 
growing civil unrest over tire se- 
vere fbod shortage. Earlier this 
week, the Korean Buddhist 
Sharing Movement from South 
Korea daimed that its surv^ of • 
refrlgee5ontheNocthKol:ran- 
Onrose border si^gested that 
up to 3 nuDibii people had died 
m Nbifo Korea orer ttie past two 
years because of tbe lade of food. 
Dtplomats cautxmed that the 
survey was not kaeotific and in 
their opinion over-estimated 
the tragedy. 

Pyongya^s posturing at 
die moment is also ptobabbr tied 
to tbe resumption of the four- 
party talks that are attempting 
to put in place a permanent 
peace agimneat on the Kore- 
an penmmla. Ibdayffl Geneva, 
prdiminaxy talks wQl convene 
between thetwoKoreas. Unit- 
ed States and China, aheadof 
Monday’s les nu^i ti oi ioffomwl 
negotiations. 


Marchers call for resignations over power cuts 


AUCKLAND (Reuteis) - Auckland 
retidens tod^ mazdied in protest at the 
protonged power cuts in the centre of 
New 7>-at«nd»c blggBii dty as the mu- 
rridpyi sopi^er said ftirth^ cuts were 
possSiIe. 

About lOOiaoteatonmaidied dofwn 
tbe «"»bi chorougji&ue, ftir the 
resignation of the Mercury Energy 


board. T want to see per^le with skills 
in strat^ic man^ement, people with a 
dear vison for its (Metouy’s) future.” 
safo march organiser ifflazy . Old. 

Protesters called for ftiU compensa- 
tion for last busmess and wages aixs the 
uzqirecedeDted failure of aS four m a r n 
power cables to the eeatzai taszness dis- 
trict on 20 Fdmiaiy. Extra geoeratbrs, 


iwo resfored cables and an energy con- 
servation campaign have restored near 
normal oonditioos downtown. 

Bin Mercury has said it cannot gua> 
BDtee continuous supp^ until a temp^ 
overhead powR' 1^ is installed mto 
ibe ciQ*, which could talre another four 
' weeks. Mercury spokesman Matthew 
Bonand said tbe oompai^ faced a tridey 


task m juggling the stiU limited avtUlable 
snppKestomeettonaBd.’TheqBestm 

for next week b how many people will 
come back. If more come bade and the 
weatiier stays at this heat, we are like- 
ly (o need even snatersavnigs.’*iie said. 

. The really is that if we get more 
•peqtie hack we can't increase the 
saving tbeawe are likefy to have cuts.*’ 


Norway nets 
Russian spies 

A Norw^^ official said he 
helped tziq> five Russian 
by foeding Moscow iake se- 
crets in a career as a double 
that edroed the Cold 
War. "It's the roughest job 
you can do." Svmn Lamark, 
47, an official at the Ministry 
of Local Government, said a 
day after Norway said it was 
barring five Russian diplo- 
mats from the country for 
spying. They wanted to 
know a great deal ... ail 
types of secret documents on 
defmee ... and of course as 
jnudi as possible sfoout tbe 
prime minister’s office." he 
said. Reuters, Oslo 

Ray in coma 

James Ead Ray, assassin of 
Martin Luther King Jr; has 
slipped into a coma. Jerry 
Ray said that his brother fell 
into a coma on Mli^dnesday at 
NasbviDe Memorial Hosi^tat, 
where he was admitted with 
complications from liver dis- 
ease. AP, 

Soft landing 

Asa gesture to an old aUy lac- 
ing bard economic times, the 
diotoa administration has 
agreed to release the Thai 
government from a contract 
agreement to bi^ U.S.-made 
jet fighters it no longer can 
afford, administratioii offi- 
cials Presuksat Bill Qm- 
ton was expected to discuss 
the arrangement in a White 
HoDse meeting with Tttai 
Prime Mixiister Oman Leek- 
paL API VlfosfwtgiDn 

Death fall 

Afiritisfa real estate roanag- 
er.l^ jimqied to-his death 
from tbe top floor of a high- 
rise buildi^ the Bahrain 
Tribune reported. Nigel 
Hoare, a senior manager of 
the Bahraini properly firm 
Quttons, jumped from the 
18th floor of tbe Diplomat 
Tower here a day after be 
filed a false report of his car 
being stolen, tiie newspaper 
said. ARMcnomo 

Vhnunu move 

Supporters of nuclear whis- 
tleblower Mordechai 
nuQU said they would pu^ 
for his early release from jail 
after Israel allowed him out 
of 12 years of solitary coo- 
finement. The Justice Min- 
istry said '\bu 2 umj, 43, was 
able for the first time on 
Thursd^ to mix with other 
prisoners at the’ jail in 
Ariikekxi ^ere be is serving 
an 18year sentence for es- 
pionage. Reuters, Jerusalem 

United rights 

The UN aimounced' is 
launching a jornt poster acl- 
vertising campaign with lufl- 
ian clochiqg fomBeoettofl .to 
cekforate thisyrarisSOth an- 
luvexsaxy of the Universal 
Declaration of Hunutn 
Rights. AR Geneva 

Write Stuff 

Te^ Anderson, a former 
chief Middle East corre^ 
spondent for Tbe Associated 
Rress who ^peat SEC years as 
a hostage in Lebanon, udll 
jenn the. fiuailty of the E.W 
Serq^ Sdiool of Journalian 
at Ohio Univeraiy. Ander- 
son, an associate professM' at 
Columbia Universiiyk Grad- 
nate .School of Journalism 
since 1996, accepted a one- 
year contract to teach at 
Ohio as a Scripps Howard 
vishiog profossfoiutl. 

Ai^ Athens 

UN post 

Jiri Dienstbier, former rfisri- 
dent and first ix)st-cominu- 
nist foreign minis ter of 
Czechoslovakia, will tak^ 
over as UN human rights it 
vestigator for former Yi 
goslavia, officials saic 
Diei^bier succeeds forme 
nonish Defense Ministe 
Q&abeihRehn 
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theme peirks, 
thrilling developers 
-and children alike. 
Tim Hutse reports 

*A SIGN above the gate said 
*WsicQineto Bidlfrog’s'W^ 

. Even I was eauated, and my kids 
^ were bnzdng. Hie great metal 
gates swung open and in we 
swaxmed, carried along by the 
enthusiasm of the crowd. And 
what a sight met our eyes! The 
place was fantastic!” 

It somidsgood, doesn't it? 
And if BuOftogfs really 

existed, then no doobt the 
crowds would be floddng there 
this we^end as the nation’s 
theme pads be^ to reopen af- 
ter the winter break. But the 
words of die satisfied CDStomer 
above come ;!from the intrO' 
duction to a co mpu ter game 
called Theme Park, the ahn of 
which is to construct your own 
imagmaiy park. All you need 
are the sldUs ^o make people 
^appy whfle simidtaneousty 
ral^g them for as much mon- 
ey as posable ... because when 
you pl£^ Theme Paric, you’re 
riding a financjal wfahiwind." 

And how. Buaness is boom- 
ing in Britain^ theme paiks Old 
more and more developers all 
over the oouBt^ are lodkii^ 
the game for reaL Baicfy 
a month goes by without news 
ofsomefocsfapnifecLAtdiebe- 
^noing of plans were 
unvefled fcM' a £SQQm ooi^ilez 
Magor, near Newport in 
^Monmoutlahire> incorponit- 
ing rides, lestanrants and hotels 
on 750 acres of land'aipand 
Penooed ht FIAiniaiy, 
developeis of 'the proposed 
1,000ft Festival Gardenslbwer 
in Liveipooi anoonnoed that 
thefinst^ (rfils90floonwoald 
form a “vertical theme paik” 
based on a jung^ then^ with 
a 30<floorwatetfBlL On Lon- 
don’s South Bank, a £17m 
“wine theme pad^ called Mdo- 
poUs is expected to open next 
summer. And, ai course, in 
Greenwich construction is 
under way on the best-known 
theme paik of them all, the Mil- 
lennium Dome. 

^ Ascompetxtion mounts, the 
esiabUshed theme paries are 
Feqxmding to the c h anen g e. 
*^cal is Alton Tbwers, the 
country’s most soccessful, with 

around 2.75 visitors a 
year. Tbds^ it opens its latest 
ride to the public, a white- 
knuckle experience called 
(Xriivjoo, whidi features a foce- 
first vertical dn^ at llOkxuA 
unth G-forces pushup -It 
cost about £12m to buOd and 
a range of merchandise in- 
cludes an Oblivion condom 

‘ibr those wiriimg to eaperienoe 

a second ride of a UfethDe”. 

Meazndiile, at Legoland on 
Thursday, members of the 

press and a select group of dnl- 
dien were granted a iMCview of 

its latest attraction, Castle- 

Land, wfakfa also goes public to- 

d^. At a cost of £4m, the 
two-storey castle features a 

^roller-coaster caDed TTie Drag- 



Towering profits Legohnd, wMdi Js targeted at younger children, pulled in 1,4 miBion v fartors in its first year Phoepgraph; Phil^ Meech 


oa Ride. It’s pret^ tune stuff 
compared to ^>livion, but win 
no doubt prove to be thrilling 
far the parkas target an- 
djenoe of under-12s. Hie ntin- 
ister for tourism, Tbm Qarice, 
was also in attendance. Ife had 
a ride on the Dragon and oould 
be seen to dude at the point 
where the track d^ steady 
down into a tunnel. “1 th ou^ 
I was going to be deaqpitated,” 
he said afterwards: 

Opened two years a^ 
Legoland pulled in L4 milUon 
vishois in its first yev and has 
risen to third place in the 
dieine park rankmgs behind Al- 
ton Tbwers and. Chessington 
R/brid of Adventures. It was 
built on the model of the Dan- 
ish ordinal for £&Sm and, un- 


like most of its oon^tilois: it 
actnally has a theme. Lego 
btida are an integral part of 
most of hs attractions. And It 
goes without saying that Lego 
is the sugar theme of the large 
shop at foe exit. 

Since last May Mr Qaxke 
has been taking a few days out 
of «^eiymonth to vist Britain^ 
leading tourist attractions (nice 
work if you can get it) and this 
was tte final engagemmit of lus 
tom. The rnirtister says he’s mi- 
pressed by the amount of re- 
searefa that theme parks pot 
into foeir attractions. “1 think 
tiiqr^ve a lot of tbooght to bow 
didfoeo react,*’ he said. “It’s an 
very dever and yet very sinqile. 
10^ Ifice dungs that move and 
thifiga rirnf are erdting. Even 


today, on a very cold d^, you 
can look arouiul and see that 
everyone’s veiy happy.” 

It's children are the 
diiviDgfoice behind the theme 
park boom. Accordrag to John 
V/nkes, general secretary of foe 
British Association erf Leisure 
Barks, Biers and Attractions, 
although parents may want m 
taketh^kidstozDOSBDdmo- 
seuixs, there’s only one place the 
kkbrraUy want to go. 'After the 
age of nme Of 10, tlu children 
win take the parents where they 
want to go,” says Mr Wilkes. 
“The figures show a niaAeri 
movementftomzoostbainuse- 
ment pads at around that age.” 
But theme parks still have 
foor detractors. Cooservatica 
can be an issue at new sites and 


local residenls are often none 
too happy at' foe thou^t of 
thousa^ of cats descending 
on their country havensL This 
latter problem is usually coun- 
tered by developeis with an ar- 
gnment about job creation. 

Theme parks really are part 
of the New Britain: service 
ec oo ouy jobs, mony^mming 
leisure, entertammeot for a 
TV generation, something that 
appeals to evcjy class- w^lbe 
children, at leasL 

The appeal goes right to the 
top. The royal seal of approval 
was granted to foe theme park 
experience as forbade as 1992, 
when Diana and her sons were 
snapped splashing through 
Thorpe Park’s Loggers Leap. 

But snobbery remains. In 


some mmds the phrase “theme 
park” conjures up a vision of 
sheH-suited hordes stuffing hot 
dogs down their mouths. This 
was perhaps the nightmare vi- 
saon foat prompted Sir Ronald 
Aicuhis, chairman of foe Ken- 
sington Court Residents’ As- 
sodation, to write a stiff letter 
to TTie Times re garding p lans 
for a £10m Princess of Wdes 
garden of remembrance at 
Kensington Palace. “Many peo- 
ple would like to see a small, 
deified me m nrial amfed tn the 

h^orical setting, if U could be 
shed to enhance and not de- 
stroy foe ametiities of the gar- 
dens, wfaicb are enjoyed quietfy 
every d^ by local readents and 
visitors,” he wrote. “Not a 
theme park, please.” 


Middlebrow home of the grooviest tunes around 



It’s all change at Radio 1 A clutch of 
star signings are threatening to make rt 
hip. Vanessa Thorpe tunes in 

Asura^vchr^iu*^ 

B unto /wy at Ra*? ^ Sddei^hip. or are the bad 
seemstoBBCfeiiK^l®^ old fens? 

music«atiQn,ar^nal^d^t^ ^mber of the 

formiddle-of-the-rt»dsm(Wth- r^m. comedian 

iepvtofikeUieirbroacM^ film critic Stuart Ma- 

ddivered at an eaqr canter, 1^ ^ ^ question 

intoated by a peculiffl^ ^ 2 hr^fl repositioned. 

m Itanant of pop ciilture has bcamie Rally 

sssssK fssirsss;!: 

to became tBe Pete Munay, ayy^^ ^ people 

the bite Ninettes, 



On the saime wavelength: Pete Murray and Joob HoHand 


talk, have been pushed away 
from Radio L” he s^ ' 
Many of foe cbocolate- 
voiced old retainers of Radio 2, 
men such as Jimn^ Yonng and 

Tbny Wbg^ do still loom 
in the station’s sdied- 


ules, but the new spring and 
gniT>Tng>_r fiue-up con tains a 
i ^irmklb?g of sobtle .s ur pr ise s. 

Johnnie Vi^er is still there, 
Alan Ereeman fo still fome, 
Roy Hudd is still there, Alan 
isstin there for God’s 


sake, yet further down foe list 
is the name of the until quite re- 
ceotly Iiyper-hip Nefi IbonanL 

Id an usprecedeoted rqtproadi 
ro the sophisticated end of al- 
teroative club culture. Radio 2 
has asked him to introduce the 
Noel Coward Concert organ- 
ised by the Red Hot Aids Qiar- 
ztable IhiA to coincide nritb foe 
ceotenaiy of Covad's birth. 

Jools Holland, darling of an 
hardcore muscB, is also waiting 
to leap out at you waving his 
ihythm stidc. A man «bo knows 
exactly how take his Mqjo apart 
and put It back tog^er in 
woiidDg order, he is to present 
a new show on Mondaj^ 
“nfties throwback” Mark 
Lamarr, foe didced-back stand- 
up comedian who hosts the 


BBC TV game show A/evwjl&jd 
the Biesafdcs, may also at last 
have found his middle-brow 
niche. No longer sneered at and 
subgected to ritficule fay his mates 
because of his tastes* he is to pre- 
sent a new rodc’n’roU series.“It 
is about time we had more 
ibiajRodcAroundTheQockto 
rqtreaent the most exdting era 
in pop. I am honoured to have 
been asked-to present iL” 
Macooie thinks ihai the Denv- 
er pace of change at Radio 2 is 
more acceptable to fistenm 
than the in whidi its “ado- 
lescent” sister, Radio 1, had its 
schedules altered, “avoiding the 
sudden revolution under 
Ma^ew Bannktw that left 
blood an over foe flooxs,” he 
s^ 




VVhen the pain 
of loss grows 
up with you 

EVERYyear some 18,000 chOdren under foe age of 16 lose 
a parent, while many ofoers eaqmience foe death of a $ib- 
ling, friend, grandparent or family menober. It may happen 
when you are very young but the loss lasts a lifetime. The 
princes Wniiam and Hany were the most h%h-profile young- 
sters to be included in this statistic last year. 

But vfoile helplin es abound for the bereaved, there has 
been no line for children, until tod^. Cruse, foe 

organisation for tfaie bereaved, has set up sudi a line for ai^ 
one who suffored bereavement in childhood. They expea 
caHeis of an ages, inctudmg elderly people who have never 
come to terms with deaths in chSdbood Unresolved grief 
can lagf miirii, mucft longer foao we think. 

The pattern of loss in early life can be quite distiDctive. 
Children often continue giiering for a lost mother or broth- 
er. throughout their duldhood and into middle age, comin- 
Tiai^ Mj i wi ei MLi ng anewfarmofloes. The bereavement grows 
up alongade them, as it were. 

“When rm wrlh my own daughter, triio’s a teenager and 
can be rather cruel, I often say she’s lucky to have a moth- 
er,” Janet Dean, 52, vdiose mother died vdien she was 

ax. “ItY only as Fve got dder that I can see how nice it would 
have been to have had someone there to talk with. Every- 
one tells me she was a lov^ lady." 

Since her moth er was only in her thirties v4ien she died 
givmg birth to Janet’s sister, Janet felt veiy peculiar vriicn 
she reached an age older than her mother. She also worries 
about her son because he is 18, foe age her brother died. 
Once he's 19 She’D feel hq^er. 

Childxeai bereaved of paxem& can lose their chOdbood as 
welL “Fd just started sch(^ and 1 became very inward-look- 
ing,” S 2 QB Janet Dean. “1 used to stand in foe playground 
with my head towards the waU and I felt very tsolated.” 

Sometimes bereaved childreD get buUied and teased by 
other childr en at school, who are fiightened by death, and 
taunt them. Sometimes they believe, at some unconscious 
level that the parent died and left them because they were 
nangh^. Then they feel incredibfy guilty, and behave bad- 
ly precisely to bring on the punishment they feel they de- 
serve. And sometimes they become ere^tionaUy good and 
a “little mother” to the rest of foe family for the rest of their 
lives. 

“Things ^t even worse when Eoy brother died vfoen 1 was 
12,” says Janet Dean. “Fd just started secondary school and 



Early grief: the princes WUGam and Harry 

I was very dose to him. He was very good and nice, and be 
died of a brain tumour. That was much, much worse foan 
xry mother. I can remember crying an awful lot on ny own 
in bed because 1 couldn’t bear to wony my fatiier or aiy- 
one else in the family. Nfy fafoer bad never got over my moth- 
er dying and this was more than he could bear. I’d taken on 
foe role of the mother of the family, not practical^ but 
cbologically. 1 would do foe wonyzng; 1 would never go to 
sleep until afl niy brothers and sisters were in.” 

U a sibling dies, the remaining children may feel guilty 
they didn't die instted, or fo^ may become jealous, beUeving 
the grieving parent felt foe dead diild was more special 
Dwaine Stefies, a childFea’S counsellor and traimDg oEBoer 
for Criise, and author of ITTien Someone Dies, 'a book for use 
in school^ says: “On the whole the attention is given to foe 
^XHzse, not foe chOd,” be says. “The children can feel they 
are on the sidelines. 

“1 would certainly recommend they go to the ftioeral, as 
long as it’s aD a^lained to them in advance - foat certain 
people may czy, that the coffin may be there, foat foe vicar 
win say some nice things - and thra they are left to make 
np their own minds whether they want to go. It can be a heal- 
ing eq>erience because without seeing the coffin they often 
imagine the person is stiU alive, in some magical way.” 
Janet De^ wasn't allowed to go to foe funeral of either 
her mother or her brother, and it affected her enormously. 
Indeed, until her fether di^ and she went to his funeral she 
dreamt about her brother’s return every night for nearly 20 
years. 

“One problem with children is that fo^ often find it dif- 
ficult to know what death actually means, they live 
cm a fenn, in viiicb case they have a better idea,” s^ Dwaine 
StefEes. “They often get very confused feelings without know- 
ing wl^ and start becoming depressed and sad. It’s very im- 
portant that their fmm teacher knows and understands, and 
that the child is asked wfatefoer it wants foe fea mentioned 
and how he or she would Hke foe announcement made.'And 
they must know that at any time at school they can have a 
private word wifo their teacher if they fed suddenly unhappy.” 
Cnae Bereavement Cere ybuth Line: 0181-940 3131. 

Virginia Ironside 
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TYie grand pfanT The design for an undulating glass canopy to cover the South Bank Centre would have been a central feature of London^ skyline 





We’re not on the crest of a wave s 


Oriri*- 


Lord Rogers' scheme for 
the South Bank promised 
a stunning landmark, says 
David Lister. Chris Smith 
must share the blame for 
the project's demise 

THREE years agp this month I accompa- 
nied Nktolas Snowman, the chief execu- 
Uve of the South Bank Centre, to Pans. He 
wanted to emphasise coming cultiunl links 
between the French and British capitals. 

As we returned he waxed lyrical about 
how Europeans would step off Eurostar at 
>\atcrloo and turn the comer to see 
Richard Rogeis's Qew£131tn glass<overed 
renovation of the Royal Festival Flail, 
Queen Elizabeth Hail, Purcell Hall and 
Hayward Gallciy. Indeed, as we stepped 
i>ff Eurosiar there was a beaming Rogers 
to meet us, showing us how the develop- 
ment would also mean a new Hungerford 
Bridge linkiDg the two banks of the 
Thames. In addition to the strilang wavy 
roof - which would be a landmark feature 
for London - the alienating, dingy, wind- 
swept. concrete walkways would be de- 
smwed: there would be a new street-level 
entrance for the Hayward; acoustics in the 
wnceri halls would be improved as would 
fojvr. caftl and education spaces. And 
ilors wTwId at last he able lo find their way 
around this appallip^ signposted complex. 

Sti much for cultural links between 
London and Riris, so much for Lord 
Ri^rs's enthuaasm, three years of plan- 
ning, £ I m of iotteiy money which went mto 
a feasibili^ Study, a promised £l7m con- 
tribution from publisher Paul Hani!^ and 
the oppmiuni^ to give the wtnid’s lai^est 
ails oompkac a despaately needed new face. 

This week the scheme was ditdied. The 



The shining: I M Pei's glass pyramid at the Louvre in Paris won woridwtde wedainn, while the extraordinary new Guggeohohn museum purBRbaoontlientap 


Alls CbunciL afiernxmths of dithering, said 
it canim t a^rd the £75m of Iotteiy mon- 
ey necessary. But it ‘‘approved it in priiir 
ciple”. whatever that means, ft also passed 
the fKt^Iem to the Culune Secietaiy, Chris 
Smith, who rapidly passed it back ag^ 
hfr Smith is to meet all the leading play- 
ers next week. His oCBcials s^ he wQl "bang 
heads together** to see if somethii^ can be 
rescued femn the ^and plan. But Mr Smith 
should not be too shy lo put his own head 
in the drcle when the banging begins. For 
be, too, has a share of the blame. The 
scheme was politically too hot to handle. 

The restructuring of tbe lottery means the 
Alls Council has only £300m to spend over 
the next rix years on schemes, lb qiend 

nearly half of this in one swoop on a Lon- 
don venue would, the Council feared, have 
brau^ the wiadi of the r^ioos and of snail- 
er arts organisations down on its bead. 

In theory, the Government could have 
found part of the money. But it would have 


been a brave Culture Secretary who cried 
to persuade Pariiament of the need for an- 
other izandie of Lottery moh^ to go to 
London after the furores over the Royai 
Opera House's £78m and, of course, the 
I^ennium Dome's £400m. 

And, lest the South Bank Centre should 
see this as a ringing mess^ of support, 
it should be str^sed that its administra- 
tors, too, haw contributed to the mess. 
Diriitidling audiences, programming that 
has drawn criticism, the frequent and em- 
barrassing changes of mind over bow 
many orchestras should be resident at the 
haUs (and even over the names of the halls 
themselves). And their first lottery appU- 
caiions did not even meet the criteria. The 
centre does not always injure confidence. 
' Nicholas Snowman, descriinng the merits 
of the Rogers scheme to me recently, re- 
marked how dlfScult it was to Sod the front 
door of the Hayward Galleiy. An art lover 
from Mars think it odd that the bead 


of an arts centre could tolerate such a sit- 
uation for a decade. 

At the Arts CoujodL staff will ten yon 
in privatothatpart of the reluctance to ap- 
prove the scheme has been unease with 
present a dminis tration. The South Bank 
Aairman Wr Brian Coitj stood dawn this 
week and 1 espect Mr Snoraum to move 
on pretty soon. But be it personality coo- 

and admrm'str arinn policy between an arts 
oigan^tion and its foiling body, or po- 
litic oowardi^ an ardiitectural scheme 
that would have been a notable adtfition 
to the London skyline has been lost. 

The undulating canopy would have 
provided 260 per cent more space for arts 
and foyer accMtiea Arid it woi^ have been 
a landmark to compare with the new Gug- 
genheim in Bilbao or Rogers's own Pom- 
pidou Centre in Paris, or even the Louvre 
l^ramid -- tandxtiadGs that draw you to a ci^. 

The masterplan was not perfect. Mar- 


gartt lUcfraidson of the Bveatieth Century 
Society protested: “The Rogers wave roof 
rises soliigh that it will swamp the Festi- 
val IfoU. Glass s onfy transparent when lit 
int^aDy. For most of the time this wiH 
be perceived as a solid mass intemiptiDg 
inqxirtant views along the river." 

And the architect Tbny FaiieU, who 
originally submitted a less expensive 
scheme with an ovexaD jooL has said: “I 
hated arid wished to undo the mega ar- 
chitecture vHuch wrapped the festival 
Hall and the whole site in octopus tenta- 
cles of the same concrete design." He was 
."omioenied the Rogers scheme maybe per- 
ceived as doing the same. etivdqiiDg the 
whole site m one kind of aicfaitectcre". . 

But ho tacScal new de^gn is like^ to 
receive univeitsal approbatioiL Mucus 
Bimi^, a rKgringmahed writer on archi- 
tecture, describes the wave roof as “po- 
' tentialty the most beautxlnl London 

lanritrai rif nf fh^ milligmftiTn, talctngtf>f>tr»- 


dition of the 19th century iroo,and glass 
station ioof, and transfocming it into a fri-; 
tuiistic saddle shape which will look dra- 
matically different from eveiyah^^”. 

And rompfemei^g the Rogeis {dan 
. vrauldhavebe^ttfechangestotheltoy- 
al Festival HaQ by file firai Aflfes arid Mot- ' 
lisoa fo addition to acx)usticiaf)g^^ 

. tireardutBctswooIdbaverestoredt^ 

. ioal system (^cttcnlaiicm 
roof terraces. This'(abng'V^ 
ments to the Hayws^) mi^yex sorrive 
the Shnhh banging of heads. 

London wiQ have anew Richard Rogers 
. buflding - the £7S0mT>ome. It too, will; 
bean mterestnig buiZdaig, but mside inviU 
, l^atb^epa^Thosewhoviatiiaieuor 
.Tik^y to ^ more thah onpeTThe £^ass roof 
South Bank would have been a ciiitiiral 
meetiog point for Lemdon and b^ndL 
Which one would have been a iDore fitting 
way to mark die roniennium? 

' Thedtbereis.tiie£78moflotteryinoik- 
ey spent on fbe Royal Opera House. 
\^uid the Rogers scheme not have been 
a better use of lottery aits moo^? But the 
opera house got their bid in first and Lord 
Cowrie, chahman of the Arts Council, was 
keen to see it go through quidcly, correctly 
antic^aatir^ that there would be a backlash 
against e&qpmis|ve London prefects. 

Again, one must ask if that amounts to 
any sort of a strategy - either for the arts, 
for London, or for the country? Instead of 
rushing through 'one big scheme and al- 
lowing the nest to gamble on the prevail- 
ing mood, ^ivenunent and Arts Council 
should have weighed up the merits of the 
pipfects they knew were soon to come be- 
fore them, and done some prioritising. 

But that would have demanded a na- 
tional arts strategy and an overriding con- 
cern for the aicfaitecture of London. There 
is little sign of either. And though research 
^ons that 95 per cent of peqile say the 
South Bank envhomnent is ‘‘aiqianiiig and 
puts them off coming^, esqpect no diange. 




Laugh? They almost died of shame 


Theatre: Surgeon of Honour 
Soudiwark Playhouse, London 

THE OBSESSION with honour 
in Spanish Golden Age drama 
can. to an English SLmribOi^, 
seem pretty preposterous. All 


rhal hnnjpjf^nn ahmit nyuintinn, 
oU that stiff-backed bypersen si - 
tniiyio icalfortnos^aied) msuk. 
It^ari»Ikiwsdf-ceapect.we tend 
to feeL that is so mortikUy de- 
pendent on the bdiaviourcf oth- 
ers (the rirtue, say, of a grouse). 
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Rtisiaff with Ins easyge^ cyn- 
ical attitude to honour, would be 
lud^ to have lasted five mmutes 
in such a rigid shame-culture. 

As the recent RBCstagfr^ of 
TheRmierafDtihonoiffX^a^ 
however, the {days of Caldenm 
de la Barca (I 6 OOII 68 I) have the 
power to overcome tempera- 
mental dffierences and nmke a 
deep impact here. Wiqr? Partly 
because of the Baroque bravu- 
ra with wtddi he conv^ the 
rightness of the nowin trap 
dictated by the hemour code; 
partly because of the piercioglD- 
teirigenoe with vdiidi he ques- 
tions the inbamairiiy of that 


cape routes. 

Mounted now in a rather 
patd^ but uhnnat^ pefsoarive 
productioahy Judith Roberts 
Souibwaik Playhouse, Calder- 
on's The Surgeoa of Honour 
(1635) he^it^ one^ admi- 
latioa for the dramatisL The 
tortored grisliness of the world 
ittieiHccsGaabe summed up in 
the final tabteau. The hideous- 
ly j^lous Count Gntierie 
^igel Parkin) di^ in a sod- 
den bed on which lies the 

corpse ofhiswife; whom be has 
caused to be bled to death 
a desperately unwilling doctor 


fiev her alleged tofidelity with a 
former lover. ‘Ki save both hb 
fece and bets, he tries to pass 
this off as a me^Ucal aeddrat. 

But John Duvall's icy lGi% 
decides to turn the tables on tins 
double-standard avenger. Like 
some weird coflhion between 
Otitdio and Measttn for Meur ■ 
sure, the play boasts not only an 
bonouiv^isessed wife-murder- 
er, but a daric horse of a ruler 
(cf the Duke inllfecuunf} and a 
one-track-miiided woman (a la 
Sbakeqieare^ Mariana) pre- 
pared to have the man who 
dunq)ed her at any price. 

The fixated female, Leo dor 
(Ritzida Boj^X is the tricky ' 

means by whidi the King pun- 
ishes the horrified Gntierie. A 
widower DOW, be is told to mar- 
ry Leonor. The fact that his 
bands areiitetaBy covered m the 
blood of JUs irmooent ex-wife 
isn't exactly a reoonuneiidatioa 
for h& itiollg as a sensitive hus- 
band. BuMhis seems to be an 
added attraction to Leonor, 
whose sdddiog for the honour 
code verges on pomogr^ihic 
masochism: “If 1 am adt, 
Coant,” she urges, “don't hes- 
itate to core nte ..." and die isn’t 
talking about medidae. 



Jealous'Nigd Parldn as . 
Count Gutferre 

es, but mates a Strong case for 
an unserrling play. A refixsh- 
n^ nxxe fleidile ^qnoach to 
boitour U provided by a down- 
sexvant Coquin (Cbristopfaer 
Melai^X^riio is givea^e on- 
enviable ultimatnm of maldng 
the humourless King laugh or 
having all his teetii j^ed ouL 
A man u4io is set that task in 
tiifr UQsniljhg world had better 
order some dentures qaicL 
To 4 April BookfeS^ OlTl-^W 
3494 

. — ftad Teyfor 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 
ROBERT HANKS 


MPs have been getting very 
exercised about the pzoqwct 
of their actmties bring con- 
fined to long wave as part tf 
Ra^o 4's great sdiedule 
changes next montiL There is 
a riroog argument that one of 
the best services a public ser- 
vice broadcaster can perform 
istoc^ieo tiieariionsofraii 
legislators to plain iriew. 
Putting pariumentaiy cxjvcr- 
on long vrave, even with 
■ extended hours, isn't fur- 
thering that anw 

Ax die same time, you can 
appreefete tile ciystri)^ 
ic behiad the BBCs decisioB 
to luiEq) pariiament in with 
Tea Match ^tectal and tiie 
Afemfq; these are all 
minori^ actirities appareni- 
ly iniended (o give the listen- 
er, rith^ dtrou^philfisoid^. 
or sheer duUness, a new per- 
spective on etorni^. ' 

On These Days (last Sat- 
urday on Radio 4) offered a 
history of parliamentary 
scand^ whk^ made it deax 
that over the past centnzy os 
80 PtoiiatDeat has ofiried ' 
colourlessness as a plausitde 
substitute for transparency. 


The pzodnetion was partly to 
blame tor this, with its 
shamel^ adoption of every 
auralcUcfre (a brief acccnxni 
of Parnell and Kitty O'Shea 
wtf accompairied, baffiingiy, 
by a mawkish dose of Irish 
folk marie) and the usually 
qiaiky Matthew Farris on 
subdued form. 

. Still, the mrin problem 
wasa bcfcofrealb^taapresrive 
wrongdoi^ Of course, it 
be tlfet Farliament has 
just been paitieularfy good at 
covering up its own tradss; but 
Kstening to Itoieiriqy bi Par - . 
Uament on ftiday, you won- 
dered whether the presence of 
the micropheme makes 
itmoietesigitingforihejafo- 
llc to ignore potential scandaL 
Aftm a five mmutes 

of drab heckles directed at 
Geoffr^ Robinson and his 
afl-anging, allrdanring bfind 
trust, what you feel is not 
righteous iod^nation but a 
weary sense that aqukk burst 
of Motrui^ Ser\4ce -aa^it be 
just the tim^to liven up pro- ' 
ceedniffi. Roll on long wave 
and bnzy the wtiole thing in 
decent obscority for a vriiite; 


then we can rediscover 
enough respect for our legis- 
lators to worry about what 
they get up to. 

Meann^e; buried in the 

more than decent obscurity of 

Radio 3’is Sunday evening 
schedules, a ^tolesale trans- 
fer of the Rcyal Court pto- 
duetkm of Conor Mefhoson^ 
77te Bkfr.Atallde jumble 
of inconsequential diair^^ 
and leqgtlv anecdote, tins is in 
maogr ways the worst posrible 

play to do'on radio. But witile 
the actors did from time to 
tune rink into a deadening 
siaginess, the'&aanced depth 

of thrir paformances allowed 
an undertone of nagging hor- 
lor to pierce the ptmo^riiere. 
And Im Rklison manr^ed to 
enfianoe the effea with a am- 
ative ose radio didto - the 

howling wind effect which 
opened the pby was just 
enoq^ ovexdooe to create a 
useful sense of chaos bairiy 
heldc^ 

At a time when the BBC K 

becoming notably coward^ 


lerigth. The War provided a 
neat vindication of drama. 


:Mellor 
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Alberto Morrocco 


AI3EKTO MORRooCOwas 
ty tar Ihc finesi portrait painter 

of his tune in Scotland Pbr- 
toitiire has been problematic 

for much of the 20th centuiy 

but he bnni^t to it his prac£ 
caliiy, the straightforwardness 

ofhB traming, and hisownvivid 

warmth and directness. 

Portraiture is a sodal busi- 

nes. The greatest portrait 
painters have always been 
.genial, open people, putting 
ip their sitters at ease, and Mor- 

rocco was bom to iL One of his 

finest portraits is of the late 
Lord Cameron, done in 1974 . 
It is a simple, forceful and di- 
rect painting, and it seems 
entirely, appropriate that it 
. was done in Raeburn’s studio. 
Raebum too was a genial, 
charming man. 

Portraiture was onty part of 
Morrocco’s output. He 
constant^ and like Bonnard, 
who had a significant influence 
on his work in the 1950$, be 
painted best «4iat was dosest to 
him: Vera in the khdien, or in 
the bedroom arranging her 
)|S hair, children round the table, 
aQ painted with a delicate. Im- 
pressionist touch. Ear a wl^ in 
the Sixties Picasso, Modeniisin, 
even abstraction had a place in 
his arL. But his instirurt was to 
celebrate. Braque became a 


dominaat influence and, as 
bavel became CMier and hi>.HSh 
^rivered the land of- his 

toi^ his subject maUer became • 
more exotic and his boloar 
more vivid. . 

'Most, typical of his later 
are sunlit scenes betide 
the se^ or luscioas stiU-lifos 
. bright with the jeweDed red of 
water melons the sharp 
yellow of lemons, the back- 
ground bright and wann. Ihrae 
pilings are often touched 
with humour, imd the compo- 
sition is snirplified to allow 
his delight in. ft all to 
throu^ uneocumtered, jost as 
. his delight in life itself shoioe 
through b™ to lllinninate til 
those lud^ eiMugh .to Imiow him 
as a friend. 

Alberto Morrocco was a 
man of great charm: trazm, 
firiend^ and open, fla m boy an t 
even, but only b^nse of an 
overflowofeoexgy.'WhbaAia- 
quiiing gaze and a fine Roman 
nose, his intelligence and hu-, 
mourwrohomediate^strikH^ 
As fitted the Scottish sop of 
Italian immigrants, he com- 
bined the best o£ Scottish di- - 
redness with Itaifam wazmtiu.- 
epurte^ and generosity of qpir- 
iL Throu^out his long career 
as a painter, these qualities 
were reflected in his art. 


He vosbora in Abeideea. 
His fether, Domeoicauii<mio 
Afo i TQCCQ,Tiad come to Sept- 
- tami as-a ytwmg. trwm a nd k^ 
an i c e>< team shop. His name 
wus achud^ hfioiooco, but the 
a ^wak e r qielt it Morrocco in 
leilers a..foot high 9m the cafe 
fippt ahd so it studk Alberto 
hioSaelf never thoo^t of k tin 
he difficulty getting a 
pasqxnl because he did not 
spen bis name as itwas written 
on his birth certificate. His 
mother. Celesta CkoUa, had 
come to Scotlasd as a. young 
cfaSd and so she spoke Scots 
•and he never really learnt to 
speak Tfjitign rtmn|^ he tnadft 
several attempts. ' 

At doe age of 14 he went 
from sdiool to Gra/s School of 
Art m Aberdeen, by his own ac- 
count aad witii typkti piodesQr, 
not because he was a chDd 
prodigy, but in those 

if you wanted to go to col- 
lege^ieo you were 14 ‘'nobody 
would sh^ yon”. At Gray’s be 
gamn mAtrr the influence of 
James Cowie and Robert Svell, 
-both dedkated to an almost 
•Renaiasapce approach to art, 
based on dcaw^ Ihey tangfat 
by oan^ and his eaify work 
tiiows bow deeply • Cowie 
inflneiioed tiim, diough he 
also woriied dosely with SiveD 


on a series at morals-for the 
' Ab^nfeeaUxiivei^.Sfodrats’ 
Union. He tiwayi remained 
a sup^ drav^^an. But 
he was advendnoi^ top and 
disooveredBieasso'forhkaselfr 
he was even s^t ttolof the 
for to fry 

Cuhasm.. 

TBe &cood War saw 

hkn in the 51si Higb- 

laiti llmticm, but posted to Ed- 
i iJnug fa Castle aiong with an 
assort^ groflpvriio were ^ 

- 1 ^ h™i in his ofwn phrase, of ' 
“doubtful oxiifo”. He qieutibe 
' war'ipalnng imitatioD wounds, 
painting numbers on behnett 
and entertaioing the troops 
wkh on-the^po t cazicafores. A 
ja e aily ledtoaiaus&baDcaiecx, 
but Asmy would not let him 

go. Demobbed, be returned to 
Aberdeen, when he taught 
part-time till in 1950 he was ap- 
pointed Head of P^tsig at 
Duncan of Jordanstone CollegB 
of Art, Dundee. It was a post 
that he held till 1 ^. 

If he painted througboDt 

niyfailmg 

he was ako a great teacher. 
And, if in recent years the 
painting dqwtment in the col- 
lege has made itt mark, be laid 
the founttation. He was unfail- 
ingly professkuiaL saw art not 
as the expressioD of some 


Anna Maria Ortese 



Ortese: magic realist 


•ANNA MARIA ORTESE was 
the last great writer of the gen- 
eradon that prodneed Italo 
CtivmoandPdmoLevLlbd^, ' 
few critics would disageee witii 
the poet Andrea Zanzotio, who 
rates her as “one of the most im- 
portant Italian women writers 
of this centmy’’. That her name 
rings no bells in the Eng^ish- 
sp^Jdng world refleds more on 
the priorities of the book trade 
than on her own, admittedly 
heimetic, liters genius. 

Even in Teoc^nition 
came late. Oitese’s readers 
were a select band until 1993, 
when her historical faUe 17 
oanfliZo uddakvntb was pub- 
hsbed (dtis k the only one of her 
vmrks currendy. availabJe in 
the UK: it was translated as 
TV Lanent of tV Unna for 
HaiyiU m 1997^.Jbe novti .. 


topped the Italian fiction lists ■ 
for several WMks and ended 
up selling almost 200,000 
copies. Ortese was oeaify ^ at 
the time. 

Tins deserved though belat- 
ed success was paitfy due to the 
ItaHan leading put^s discov- 
eiy that they had a mag^ 
real^ in their midst to rank 
with the best of titt Latin Amer- 
kan aiytiMiiakers.fiutsoi]ieof 
the credh must also go to the 
vigorous support of the Ade^iM 
pubtitiimg house, Tim I 9 Rot»- 
to Ctiasso, is best known 

outside It^ as the author of 
TV Marriage cf ' Cadmus and 
Harmor^ Snee the mid- 

Eighties Adelphi has been 
rtqMcfcagiag and reissuing the 
Ortese back cattiogue - in eefi- 
tions nei^ rensed by the au- 
thor ^ as as provi^ng her 


vrith an apaitmeot In ' Milan for 
use as a writer’s retreaL 

Ortese was bom in Rome m 
1914 to a vraridng-class famih'. 
She ^ew up with six brothers 
and sisters between Potenza in 
the south of Ittiy and IKpoU in 
Libya, then part c£ Muasolmi’s 
African possessions, where her 
fether h^ moved m search of 
work. It was in Tripoli that she 
wrote her first collection of 

stone&rdrigeiiddolori (‘Angel- 
ic Fains’O* influenced by the 
magm realism of wrher Massi- 
mo Bontempelli, who also 
helped persuade Bompiani to 
pobbsb the book m 1937. 

In 1945 Ortese’s 
moved to Naples, a city which 
still bore die scars of the Ger- 
man ocazpatiou, witii i^after- 
math of black mazketeering 
and desperate poverty. Here she 


vague, unfoensed creative urge, 
but as a practical busioess that 
also natun^ engaged the 
human ^iilL • 

He carried his staff and stu- 
dents along with his enthnsiasm 
and it was Qpical of fahn, as (»e 
former coDeague recalls, that be 
buza into the dass in a tieepy 
stndw one afternoon, dedaring, 
‘Tefs celebrate. It’s Michel- 
asgeto’sbirthdsy!'*, and carried 
the whole class off to do just 
- that, ably supported by bis 
wife Vera. In their lovely 
bouse overiDOking the ’By the 
hospitality was ahv^ warm. 

Morrocco criiibited regu- 
larfy, latterly with one-man 
shows every two or three 
years, either at the Scottish 
Gallery in Edinburgh or at 
the Thackeray Gallery in Lon- 
don. His WDfk is in publie and 
private collections throi^ont 
Britain. 

Duncan Macmillan 

Aterto MurreccD (Alberto Monoe- 
00 ^, poirter and ttoeher: bom Ab- 
erdeen 14 December l917;Heodof 
Sdtool of Dunam ofjor* 

donstune Coffege of Art, Dundee 
19RVA2; AKSA I9S2, RSA 1963; 
ftSW 19A5; HP 1977; OfiE /993: 
married 1941 Vem Mercer sen, 
one deu^teer)l (fed Dtindea 10 
Mordf 1998. 


fell in with a group of young 
writers centred .on the review 
Sud, which had an influence far 
b^od its three-year lifeq>an. 

Ortese's home portrait of 
this literary dique in the epi- 
logue of . er most famous col- 
lection of stories, 17 mure non 
bagna Napedi (“The Sea Does 
Not Reach Naples”. 1953) stm 
had the power to hritate its tar- 
gets - among whom were Raf- 
faele La Capria and Francesco 
Rosi - when it was republished 
in 1994. 

These stories were based 
partfy on Oitese’s artides for the 
weekfy news magazine 17 Mon- 
dbpinvdiich she denonneed the 
conditians of life in the Neapoli- 
tan bas^ondi: she wrote from 
experience, having lived in a 
shelter for the homeless for 
more than a year. But she nev- 



Morroccee Scottish directness combined with Italian warmth 


er accepted ihe'teo-iealisr la- 
bel seeing the book as “a screen 
on which to project one’s sense 
of disorieDtation”. The novel 
L'ifftana, first published in 
1965, is an example of how Or- 
tese's disenchantment could 
also spill over into oompelling. 
other-worldly fantasy. The 
iguana is one of a series of un- 
settling. magii^I atiiirmU in- 
riuding the goldfinch (or linnet) 
cdnccrdUhaddoknao^6i!bt 
puma of her last novel Alonso 
e 1 visionari (“Alonso' and 
the Vitionaries”, 1996) -which 
Ortese used to deflect her frus- 
tration ,at the limits, and the 
linleness, of the knowable 
wbrid. 

Her measured, ironically 
loaded ^tax has something of 
the hauteur Giuseppe Ibmati 
de Lampedusa or Tbmmaso 


t anrirJB. Elia Vittoiim, an ear- 
ly enthusiast, described her as 
“a gipsy lost in a dream”. She 
sbuno^ the literary salons of 
post-war Italy, preferring the 
company of ber sister Maria, 
with whom she lived in Milan 
(after 1958), in Rome, and fi- 
nally in Rapallo on the Liguri- 
an coast from 1978 onwards. 
Alter Maria’s death in 199S it 
was ber younger brother 
Prancxscowho t(X)kcaie ofher. 

Despite a steady stream of 
books - one every three years 
on average - Ortese never 
achieved financial indepen- 
dence. and in 1986 she was 
granted a state writer's pension. 
Her brief ibi^ into jouraalsm 
were limited 'by a refusal to 
modulate her writerly voice: 
once, whfle covering foe Giro 
(fltalia bkyde race ^ Rmom- 


ma. she wrote that “the Giro 
often sails close to the sweet, 
unremembering shores of 
death”. 

Ortese deserves to be better 
known in Britain. One hopes 
that Adelphi’s imminent re- 
vised edition of her most auto- 
biographical work. La Porta di 
Toledo (“The Gate of lbledo“, 
first published in 1975) wiU 
soon be followed by an En^ish 
translation. Two other bools are 
available in the US: the novel 
Vte Igrana (the best introduc- 
tion to Oitese’s work) and a se- 
lection of short stories- the first 
of two projected volumes - en- 
titled A Music Behind the Hhi7. 

Lee Marshall 

Aina Maria Ortese, writen bom 
Rome B June 79M; (Sed RapaVo. 
hdy9Mardi 1998. 
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Bernard Mellor 


I r. 


BERNARD MQXOR dace 
described the ideal Re^strar at 
a university as “a small bald 
fellow who walks with a stick” . 
He left out the twinkling eyes 
and the sharp but friendly 
tongue. 

“Bunny” Mellor's tenure as 
Registrar at Hong Kong broke 
•^records. Well-informed, co- 
•f operative and committed be 
was at the centre of the uni- 
v'ersity as it was transformed 
from a small war-abandoned 
outpost into a thriidug centre 
of learning and Ufe. Everyone 
in Hong Kong could identify 
him. Whenever he went back 
there afler his retirement he 
was in great demand. He knew 
that he belonged. 


Mellor would never have 
wished to be lemembaed, bcftw 
ever, only as a Registiar, least 
of all as an admizustrator or a 
manager. Labels do not fit him. 
He wrote the histofy of the uni- 
vei «9 (A Histoiy of the Uni- 
vrmty qf Hang J^ong, 1978), 
which bestowed a doctorate on 
him in 1974, the only land of 
doctorate matteite to him. 
a doctorate of letters. 

When be had been at Ox- 
ford, his other uQiveisity.bewas 
editor of CherweU and em- 
ployed Edward Heath as a p<^ 
litical correqxmdent- He was 
taught at Merton by foe poet 
Edmund Blunden, n4io mflu- 
enced his ways of thinking and 
feeling. His closest undergrad- 


uate friend was the Chinese 
writer Yang TGan-i, who jdned 
him as a Hong Kong Doaor of 
Letfeis in 19^. 

It was Yang XiaiH who drew 
him towards China, a realm of 
the imagination for him, which 
always had a place in Mend’s 
heart I found it a de^ght ID trav- 
el with him there several times 
over the last 20 years. There was 
always poetry in the air. 

BQs fiist inose wtnk bore foe 
memorable tide Potion Cook- 
mgJbrSmaU Daadanents. It was 
written while be was serving as 
a bombadier in an anti-aircraft 
unit defeodog London, lo 1942 
be was accepted frir a commis- 
sion in the Indiaa Army and it 
was from dus base (throng sig- 


n^ ctjptegrapfay and intelli- 
gence) that he was posted to 
Sunnting, very quickly realising 
his undergraduate dream. 

Romance and fact inter- 
twined at every stage. Rn* a time 
be worimd as a member a de- 
ception unit headed by Peter 
Flemmg. the Chim travel writer 
and brother of Ian. One of 
their publications was a qmri- 
ous version of the lUusaaied 
London News, designed for 
Banna. Mellor’s last piece of 
writing, yet unpifolisfaed, covers 
this advCTtoroos period, a life- 
time in itself, and ^ subsequent 
arrival in an even more 
adventurous China. 

It was while in Kunming- 
that Mellor met one of his 


future 'Sfice-ChancelloES, Hong 
Kong’s fifth, (Colonel) Lindsay 
Ride, at that time Professor 
of Physiology. Ride returned 
to a devastated Hong Kong 
and a looted univeisi^ before 
Mellon be bad to rqxm back 
in India before flying to Hong 
Kong for the first time via 
Rangoon in October 1945. This 
was an unforg e ttable time, like 
some times since, for all who 
lived through it in Hong Kong. 
Yet before settling in Hong 
Kong - if “seale” was ever foe 
right word to use in relation to 
post-war Hong Kong - Mellor 
returned briefly to Oxford. 
For different reasons this was 
to be a momentous visit While 
in Switzerland be met and mar- 


ried a Swiss ghL Mauricette 
Jeanneret-Giccgean, in Bezne in 
September 1946. They bad five 
children. 

Fortunately for Buni^r Mel- 
lor’s friends there was always a 
special place for fifendship, 
and in so-called retirement 
there were always new things 
that be found to do. No one 
could have put more energy into 
the task of creating an inde- 
peodent univem^ in Macao, an 
adventure stoiy in itselt the fim 
part of which be has written. No 
one could have dreamed more 
vividhr not only of new institu- 
tions but of new poems or new 

fitms- 

Tbeie was one other aspect 
of his nq>erieace which must 


be identified in order to catch 
his ^irit Before going up to 
Oxford as an undergraduate 
he bad thought of becoming 
a concert pianisL It was not 
to be, but in retirement in 
Hong Kong before Us last le- 
turo to Oxford (via AUngdon) 
he served for a time as 
consultant and even general 
manager to foe Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Society, which 
was seeking to create a 
professional orchestra. 

Throughout his life Bunny 
Mellor sought for harmony, 
and all who shared in it with 
Urn will be sad to lose him, 
performing and conducting. 
Silence was never golden. 

Asa Briggs 



Mellon adventure story 


tenorfMdbr, untestyodtii toot or 
bom Bfcidqiool innashse 8 No- 
vember 1917; Reghtror, Urivenity of 
Hor^Kong /948-74;Plannff^D^- 
torond Gmsuftont Uhwersftyc^Eost 
4$(it Mooto 19798^ monied 1946 
MaurkeetB JeanneietOt^ean (five 
sons); (fed Oitfbrd 28 January 1998. 
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BIRTHS, 

marriages 

& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

8EYDOUN: Ziad RaSk, Enentus 
PiufenoT Of Geoto^r at ^ Aa^ 
cm Umveraiw of Bcmif, ^ on Ffr 

dav 6 Madi 19QS. Bifunt bas ^ea 

film in Beirut. Memorial gathering 
' to be ninm unewL Donaljofis U) tbe 
Piofcsmr Ziad Bcy^ l^mo^ 
Rmd (for (tcologral 
M Ghoussouh, Flat 1 58 Bassett 
Road, Lnodnn WIO bJr. 


IN MENORIAM 

REASON} Stem JnniL^diwI 15 Mn«* 
TW7. agul 27 years 
orh^eNny ilw ^ 
wo£md&l * 
with iriwb u» penewre. / SmwUmtt 
Witt Mach h> nuke a «ut Minnaoo 
Dad. ' 

MAMIAGES * DBAntt ( Wrth^ 

Admdoie, Nwriagm 

MmwrimdriiouWMwnttn wiW 

to tho Ginctc Edicer, TT* 

««. I Cmife Sqw»W 

TSiTOa ortoedtoWyi-Ma M^**” 

waehju*adtettJ0a«ne(W «af*^ 



Birdidays 

TODAY! Prince Albert of Monaco, 
40; Sir Kenneth Alexander, former 
principal Stirling Uonenity, 76; 
Mis Phm Ayres, poet, 51; Professor 
Sir Midiael Beny. research profes- 
sor. Bristol Uiiivsrsity. 57; Mr Ian 
Bruce MP,51; Mr MidLae] Caine, ac- 
tor, 65 ; Mr Ja^ Carrott. cemedi- 
on, 53; Professor Sir Colm DoUety, 
former Dean, Royal Postgraduate 
Medical School 67; Mr Aim Qlioit, 
jamKT Chief CoDSiabie, Cumbria, 56; 
Lt-Gen Sir Peter Graham, former 
GOC Scotland, 61; Sir Philip HqI- 
tood former MP. 81; Mr Quinqr 
Jones, bandleader, 65; Sr Gavm 
Laird, Greater Manches- 

ter BusesNortb, 65; Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sir Douglas Lowe, 76; Mr 

Mg Cw flym , actor and producer, 80;. 
Lord Marsh, former ebaira^ 
Newqmper Pnblisliers'’ Assodation, 

7tt Sh Eric Norris, fonner (h^OD^ 

80; Mr BiU Owen, actor. 83;^ 
Ridiaid PBrsons, former amt^ 

saclor to Sweden, 7 ft Dbim 

icisoo, fiHmerchaicoian, North wro 
Thames Health Authority, ^ 
Gcoend Paul Rader, Gea^ Mthe 
Salvation Army, 64; Mi» T^ 

Sanderson, javelin thni^» 
q ffiWiwn $31^, Headmaster, Bttiasi 
Rpyat Academy. 57; 

President, MagdalOT 
^^ord.60; 

actress. 5& Sir Wttota 
vJgil, High court judge. 5^^ 


er,fdk and bhies guitarist, 52; Mr 
Prank Dobson bO* Secretary , of 
State forHeahh, 58; Professor Sir 
Jamm I)unlw-N8Bnftt, arddiect, 71; 
Mr John Duifine, actor, SO; The 
BJght Rev John Gfobs, fonner Bid}- 
op of Coventty, 81; Ptofossor John 
Gitfiaghanu aenrosoxson, 8% Eait 
Haig, painler, 80; w Leonard 
Kncrt^ fonner Qiief Justice (tf tbe 
Bahamas, 82; Mr Mike Love, vocal- 
ist; 54; Admiia] Sir Raynia^ Lygo, 
foEmar dnefeiBCotne, British Aen> 
s^ce, 74; Mr Keitb McCarter, sculp- 
tor, 62; Rofossor Joan b^tcbelL 
poktical economist, 78; Mr NGdiad 
Moore, dianman, QukiB Groups 62; 
Mr Boben NyA uoveUst and po^ 5!^ 
Mr Ben Okri, author. 39; Sir Philq} 
- Poweft axddtect, 77; Ttm Rigia Rev 
KfidiadScoa-J'mnt.KdiopoEWiD- 
cbestm; 55; Mr Gat^ Sti^ faiati> 
nan and writer,. SO; Sir Roger 
Master ctffeiiihrdoe Col- 

l^^Cambridge, 61; Mr Darid Who, 
fonnw Diieetor, Royal Academy of 
OaDdng,S2. ' 

Anniversaries 
today. Births: Mrs Isabella Mary 
Bee ton (Mayson), author ofbouse- 
h^ aod coitety boobs, 1836; Afoert 
Snsteia, pfaysi^ 1879. Deaths: 
Kail Msec, political philosopbec, 
1883; Bu^ Be^ey (William 
Berkeley Enos), choreographer, 
1976. Ibday is.tbe 1^ of St 

Eutvebios or Eostatfana of C^hae, 
... « -.Li r C, HiMfL 



StOemcinMatyHofteiier.Stl^ 
iaus, SI Louise dcMarfllac. St Lit- 
,..U^HishCy «J^ S^ SorLMCritto,aMalron>,na 




FAITH &■ REASON 

Who wins on the Di Wheel of Fortune? 


What do we leam about 
ourselves from scTcrtch cards’ 
bearing the name of Diana, 
Princess of W^es? asks 
Paul Handle)^. Editor of 
the Church 77rries 


1 ^ra&t to buy a casino. Id like to name 
it the Prinoeas Dana Wheel of Fortune. 
You want to play roulette? Place your 
l^tokeos heie and spin the wheel Tm 
not ID this for myself, yrai ixudmlaad; 
20p m every pound will go to charity. 
I shall apply to foe Princess Diana 
Memorial Fund foe permission to use 
her came. And III get h. 

Last week 1 bad just finished a leader 
for my own paper praisiDg tbe fund for 
its efforts to keep name of foe 
Princess pure (fooughX questioned this 

business of trademarking tiie Princess’s 
Image). VAdking past a newsagent foe 
following morning, I ^tted a poster 
in the window for foe Diana lottery 
scralch-^d. I went in and bought one. 
It was true: 

ThentooiesgeneraiedfortbefundbythiskM- 
t«ty win go to Um dualities and chaiTt^le caus- 
es which were dose to tbe Priocess's bean. . . 


ftomoier Michael Cibbios. Kensingtoo 
Palace. LODdoo WS 4PU. 

B lies on nty desk as I write this. It might 
be squeamishness, but I can’t bring my- 
self to scratch iL What if 1 win the 
£25 JXIO? We could use a n(rtv bathroom 
downstairs. Tbe Di loo, perhaps? More 
likely, my usual luck prevail: DI 
you’ve let me down. 

In what conceivable way does this 
scratch-card preserve tbe Princess’s 
good name? People loueiy cards 
and tickets because they want to gam- 
ble, or, more accurately, win; if they 
wanted to give to charity they would 
give. So it's a deal that’s being offered 
by the fund: you support Diana’s 
fevourite charities and weH give you the 
chance to win £25^XX). When she was 
alive, tbe Princess of ^es was not in- 
susceptible to tbe deals required by 
frsme and fortune. She danced at char- 
ity galas in foe US; she bad her pho- 
tograph taken with landmine rictims. 
But such a scheme as this would not 
have been countenanced Ity even the 
Duchess of York. In death the Princess 
ought to have been allowed to rest in 
peace. 

The moral high ground on this is- 
sue is, admittedly, not very high, and 
those who attempt to stand there find 
it pretty swampy. Hie leproqr sufferers 


who wfll benefit from foe first pay-outs 
from the fund, announced last Menujay, 
won’t care particularly bow tbe mon- 
ey was raised. And there is little to 
cboose between tbe different forms of 
gambling , from riUagc-fetc raffles to 
Gty investments. Churrii leaders, in the 
main, d eclin ed to critidse the Nation- 
al Lottery when it was launched, and 
besides, the days when the Church 
migbt have kept itself untainted are long 
gone. Even those churches which ab- 
jure gambling for money have somehow 
to e^qjlain away a fahh that seems to of- 
fer a similar sort of de^ “Give and it 
shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, andriiakeo together, and 
running over, shall men give into your 
bosom.” As a lesulU foe gpspei of pros- 
perity has taken hold in many places 
around the world, most partictilarly in 
South America and parts of Africa. 

The most recent example to come 
iny way was a set of photocopied pages 
fr^ Miracle Money, an American 
Pentecostalist tiacL “John”, the author, 
was visited one night by a disconsolate 
Jesus: 

“John, I usually eannot multiply back to ray 
(Mdien the money they give me,'' 

1 asked “Wby not. Lord? Your 'Wbrd says 
you wiH" 

“My chfldren usually mata two nnfaai™ 
when they give to me. Flrsi, they seldom give 


tbe exact amoum I urU tbem to give. . . Sec- 
ond, they usually give without expecting aoy- 
tUn^ specific back in return. John, tbe 
muJi^ration of money bock to the giver is 
a mir^c, and my mira^ operate by faith. 
Wben my people give without expecting 
aitythiag back, they have not given in foitfa.'* 

Like all heretical nonsense, this ap- 
proaches the truth then distorts it 
grotesquely. Yes, there are densaods for 
payment in most of the world faiths, in 
the currency of prayer, devotion, and 
alms^iviDg (and support of the priest- 
hood); and there are offers of a reward, 
in terms not only of eternal life but of- 
ten some sort of help and support in 
this world. But tbe idea of our doing a 
deal with God is fllusoiy: in a rela- 
tionship with an almi^ty creator, we 
can only receive. divine call 
though, is not to passh’e acceptance but 
to partnership. As a consequence, 
Guistians use this season of Lem to re- 
flect on how they can emulate God’s 
complete and unconditional ghing of 
himself on the cross. 

But sacrifice, one suspects, is a 
concept “John” is unfamiliar with. 
This is where the Memorial Fund has 
got it so wrong. Princess Diana’s mem- 
ory should inspire us to acts of selfless 
generosity, not gra^ung transactions 
among the cheap sweets and the 
dgarettes. ' 


X 
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Drop the humbug 
about hunting 


“DADDY, do most people think fox-huntiiig shoaJd be banned?” 
dear, according to a Gallup poll this month two-thirds of grown-ups in 
Britain think it should be. “And do most Members of Parliament dunk 
hunting should be banned?” Yes, dear, last November they voted by 411 
to 151 lo ban it. “Oh, good, so it is against the law now, then.” WeU, not 
exactly; you see, there are some even more important people, called the 
Cabinet... “And they don’t think bunting should be banned?” Er, it’s a 
bit mom complicated than that: 18 of them say it should be banned and 
two say it shouldn’t. “Oh, don’t they say what they mean, then?” Not 
all the time. 

“Daddy, is Ibny Blair in the Cabinet?” Yes, he is the most important 
one. “And what does he think?” WelL a girl of about your a^ wrote a 
letter to ask him, and he wrote back saying, “1 do think hunting is wrong 
and I will vote in favour of a ban in the House of Commoos.” “But diat 
doesn’t mean what I think il means, does it?” No, Tm afrmd not, dear. 

Let us translate Ihc Prime Minister’s words into plain English for his 
1 1-ycar-oId correspondent, Roseanne Mills: “I do th^ huntiag wron^ 
hut not so wrong chat 1 want to pass a law against it, and 1 vote in 
favour of a ban in the House of Commons, so long as it is a purely sym- 
bolic gesture.’’ Thus amplified, Mr Blair's position suddenly becomes a 
perfectly reasonable one. So what is going on here? At one level, he is 
making a cold political analysis about the sorts of issues which can sway 
floa*ling voters in all the rural and semi-rural seats which Labour won 
for the first time last May. 

One reason for (he double-talk is that he does not tvant to admit that 
he and the Cabinet care more about the strong views of Barbour-jack- 
eted Middle England than the weak views of the majority, with the ri^ts 
of foxes coming a rather distant third. 

Another reason why the Prime MinisCer is reluctant to ievei with hfo 
Mills and the rest of us is that he does not want to undermine the cha- 
rade of representative democrat which assumes that we send our MPs 
to Westminster to exercise their judgement on our behalf. The issue of 
fox-hunting has been presented as a “free vote", a matter of tender con- 
sciences and open government, but the truth is that a free vote of the 
legislature stands only by permission of the executive. Hiis is a tricIty 
one for a Labour Phrty which invel^ed against the dictatoiship of the 
executive over the leg^ature in the Thatcher era, when all manner of 
measures were railroaded through that would not have been support- 
ed in, say, a secret ballot 

It tunis out, then, that all the fine talk about free votes is cover for 
hard-nosed calculation of party political advantage. But where Mr Blair 
has lost the plot is in thinlring that the voters «^d object if he 
out what is really going on. The Government’s position has now become 
so double-dealing and demeaning that it is d<^g more damage than if 
the Prime Minister simply told the animal rights movement he disagreed 
with them. Ha>^g raised expectations amoi^ the pro-fox lemons and 
tiioroughly confused his own backbenchers, the Home Secretary this week 
declared: “1 do not see a role for Government We do not have a man- 
date for it” These are, to stay with the world of wild mammals for a 
moment, weasel words. 

Jack Straw is pedanticalty ri^L the Labour Arty has no fSannal mas- 
dale in the sense that its manifesto promised onty a free vote. But that 



ju.st takes us back to the previous layer of double-talk. How much more 
of a mandate does the Government really need than public opliuon, a 
vote of the CoDunons and the publicly-expressed personal views of Its 
OHTi Bicmbcni? 

Because the Government has not been straight with people, yester- 
day’s Gzdiog-out of Michael Foster’s Bill is not and cannot be the end 
of the matter. The pro-huntcis stfli feel threatened, and the pro-fox lob- 
by stiii have their righteous laiis up. 

il is time for Mr Blair to make some tough choices, saywhat he means 
and mean what he says, and trade some short-term popularity for long- 
term rredibUity. He should say that he does not like fox-hunting. It is 
objectionable that people should take pleasure from the tearing apan 
of one animal by another, and some of the subsidiaiy practices sudi as 
the “blooding*’ of children are little short of barbaric. 

But he - or whoever drafted that letter to Ms Mills - should avoid 
describing fox-hunting as “wrong”: as one with a strong ethical harfg to 
his politics, such language gets him into difficult territory. Wl^ wifi he 
vote (albeit inefilectively) to outlaw hunting? Ifadulteiyis wrong, should 
it be legislated against? If abortion Is wrong, should It be illegal? On the 
next countryside march, oqiect to see placards prodaimuig “A hnntsman’s 
ri^i to choose". And if bunting is “wrong”, how mudi more or less wrong 
is the greater daily brutatity of abattoirs and intensive farming? 

The important point is timt it should be possible to disapfvove of things 
without tiying to have them banned. If our first response to things we 
do not like is to seek to ban ibem, we will soon find ourselves Uving in 
an illiberal society, and we will have failed to reach a mature understanding 
of representative democraqr. 

So the House of Commoos came to the right oondBsiQa yesterday, 
by in cfiecl dedining to erimioalise one particular method of the neo- 
essaty culling of foxes. But it would have been better if the Government 
had been prepared to talk about the need to balance confUcting prior- 
ities and to protect minority views in a democraty. 

Instead of hiding behind pious sentiments, wbUe justitying their conr 
traiy actions to themselves as cold poUtical necessity, it would help if 
politiciam were prepared to give us the ^ reason wjy Mr Fosters 

ffifl died yesterday. They should mt be afiaud to mate thereat oi 
pubiicttlMut the ied to balance coidiiaiuE-g-rat™ 

LiSly viewsftomthetytaniffOfdeiuocraq'.Kvenai. ll-year<ld could 

understand it.. 


PICTURE OF THE DAY 



High on the hog: TuNwnonCb-ofd Tarmrorth/Beriohiro cross weaners on a form in Essex 


Photograph: Brian Harris 
A 9x12 print of this photograph can be ordered on OI71-293-2S34 


C./ 


BBC and Parliament 

YOU BEFOBTED <27 February) 
that, ibUowmg a coafrontatioo bi^ 
tween the chairman of the BBC and 
Gerald Kaixfrnan Sir Cb, 'stopfaer 

Kand hffi written to make dear (hat 

hohason mtttnHnn nf atmply ing with 

the wishes of the Select Committee 
on Culture, Media and Sport that he 
del^ implementation of the BBC's 
plans to diange its coverage of Par- 
liament until the committee has 
poUished ia own itqpott next TDonlh. 

Y)U quote Sir Christopher as s^ 
ing he believcssuch an aadertaldog 
would seriousty ooznpromise the in- 
dependence of the BBC Governbis. 

Ihs efaim bighli^its a oonvement 
xDteileoual smobxsaeen that has 
arisen over the oorporation’s duties 
towards Parliament There is rui- 
veisal agreement that the BBC 
Aould be “mdqrendent"; the qoes- 
tioD is-- md^ieodent of Of di^ 

to-dqr editorial inteifereoce by the 
Govexnmem, certainty. 
of the sovereignty of Fadiaineat, of 
the Royal Charter and Agreement 
(themselves e^qnessmg Ruimment's 
wiD), of the national interest orof the 
dt i zen liceooe<p^er, surety not 

A Select Conmuttee is not the 
Government It is an all-party affiur, 
representative of all stnmds of the 
House of Commons. It is not just one 
of the vital organs of our society, 
alon^ide broadcasting it is part ^ 
the sovereign orgait For a beadtity 
and dvitised democracy, those vit^ 
organs muse have re^pM for each 
others fonctions and not -asbroad- 
castiDgseemsiocteatingtodo-Gon- 
tinuaUy try to trump, upstage, 
brovriieat or outsmart one another. 
The inctearing neglect of pailia- 
mentaiy proceedings by die me^ 
when tii^ are not actively poutmg 
scorn on them, is neglect and s coro 
poured on our unique and precious 
form of denxjcraty UsdL 

Sit Quistoidier’s deGaooe of die 
Select Committee is a prime exam- 
ples of the bdief of for too many me^ 
dia people tiiat they somehow lead, 
or should develc,^ agenda sqxunte 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

fetters to Letters to ^E<iitoraruiencbaie a telephone ntani& 

Fax 0171 293 2056; e-maU: Ietters@ind^)aidenLcaukE-maS corre^Kmdents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters be edited for length and clarity. 


to the overall anatonty of the sod- 
ety of vdiich they are part whether 
they like it or not. Aitj oiganisation 
mnbarkzBg oa diat rcnite is well on 
the way to becoming an overmi^ty 
subjecL vdiidi carries the seeds of its 
own rapiti destiuction, as the last 
oveniaighty subfec^ the trades 
unions, found not so very4ong ago. 

1 dri urge Sh Chiismpl^ fo think 
again and dditythe B]^s plans onty 
until next month, foeieby demon- 
strating dm oorpoiation’s overridiog 
interest in the Imalth of die natkm it 
serves, latimr chan the heady machis- 
mo of its own self-importa;^ 
lANCUKTEB 

SomafixdEeynes, Gloucestershire 

Border disputes 

THE "new world order” seems to 
rest on a di^me never openly pro- 
clmmed - that borders must never 
be dianged, even if the states defined 
fay them have proved unviable. Thus 
oondemnation of the Serb use of 
force is fcdlowed by a request in te- 
Uament for an assurance that the 
Goveriimeat will not support inde- 
pendence for Kosovo, or its onioa 
with Albanfo. Robin Cook offers m- 
aant assurance: ''There is DO map for 
a greater Qoatia, a greater ^ibia, 
or a greater Albania.” 

In other words, ^ Kosovo Al- 
banians, like the and Croats 
of Bosnia, must for eror remain part 
of estate di^ detest. Ttere must be 
an “end to violende” and a 
atedsettlemenr. 

The poUty of an bortieo beiog ex- 
tenialty sacred is an artificial and 
doomed asenqrt to freeze the course 
of histoty. It ispaiticulartyabsord in 
dm case of Yiigodsria, smee the bor- 
ders conosroed were those of 
provinces, not indqrendent states. 


I believe diis polky tesm prinCH 
pally on tihe esperience of the 1938 
Munich agreemeiit, where bbidexa 
were redrawa i& ofder to prevent 
war, aixl tins did not prevent war. For 
all dus gover nm ent’s obsession with 
being modem, we appear to be ^ 
zag into the next cea dm/w^ a figf- 
dgh policy stanro comfitiop^lty die 
espeiience of foe Second *Woiid 
'^^,as the recent spam of ihetbrsfa 
over Iraq showed. 

Those people denied sdf-deter- 
minatkm in the post-war settle- 
ments wiS hot go away. Neither 
rqxtssicm iK)F n^otiation solves eth- 
nic prcdjlems; they are solved ohty by 
moving populations or eban^ng 
borders. Sincetbelatteijisobvious- 
ty the more bumani^ wltymust it nev- 
er even be discussed? 
JOHNEDMONDSON 
Claseortburji 
Somersa 

Blair in church 

THE CAPTION to your picture of 
Che Prime Minister at diu^ duziag 
Che Labour ihrty Con fer e n c e (4 
March) is incnrecL The service 
was not a Catholic Mass, but aoAa- 
glican Eudiaiist celebrated m 
Brighton Iforisfa Churefa by the Bish- 
op of Chidiester (who abo appears 
in your picture greeting Mis.Blair). 
The Prime Mloisrer is picCiued in 
conversation with the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Arundel and 
Brighton who bad been invited to 
' prndi at foe service,' 

The occasioa ap^ fllostzates the 

Prime Mmtitfgr*c enniMgiical nurinA, 

as well 35 the cocveigeoce of the 
churches, xadier dian axty “turning 
to Rome". 

Chx»Q PETER AIKDISON 
Oachesiei! ffbiSUssec 


fHuUp*^ metnori^ 

YOUR the New^ article on 
Prince Philip (9 March) comment- 
ed: ‘Tt U unfikety he wfll ever have 
a memorial named after him.” He al- 
. realty has - the Duke of Edm- 
'bdzi^’;$ AiQxd Scheme. 

‘ Foe maityycaxs I Imve worked in 
h u agroup leader, and on several 
ocouibris have had tfad pleasure of 
meeting Prince Pbi^p. In the com- 
pany of young people from all bai^- 
grounds be was attentive;, cheerful 
and temaricabty wen Infonned. 

ff there woe ariioice betvreen.tfae 
Albert Memorial and the thousands 
of young people who have enjoyed 
the programme of aefaievemeot and 
advmtDie, I know which the Duke 
of Ediobu^ would bappQy choose. 
The Rev J OJVE TOUGHER 
Jdtboume. Derbyriiire 

Indeed, sir? 

I TRUST that the oewty affluent fo- 
deperuiera can afford for its Iforazy 
abookstatriog the immilable Jeeves, 
50 that your staff maty be reminded 
that he was not abotler, but agen- 
tieman’spersonal gentleman. It is in- 
deed time you mo^ Ujpnarket, as 
promised, in the h^t of your r^mit 
“School to leadiJeevesalessoo" (12 
March). Jeeves buttled onty once in 
a'Wod^ose moon, to he^’ out his 
butler uncle Charlie Sfiversmith. 
MURRAY HEDGCOCK 
7heFGJ^b<khouseSoday(VI0 
LondonSw74 

IN YOUR leacUngaxtide “Buttling 
for Britaiu” (12 Mbi^) you state; 
“Britain butties bdtei”. Of course 
weaxe. 

fAULBUTTLE 
Ktsirid^ Cambria 


Modem Larin , 

HENRY WICKENS (letter, 11* 
• Kfoich) rather overstates his case in 
rngning that the Greeks and other 
OithddCK nations would ofaQect ID tiie 
idea of Latin becoming ^ kr^ua 
fiance of the Eurc^>ean Umoa. 

Utin was, for several centuries af- 
ter the foun^tion of Omstantino- 
pjft, the administiarive farigiiage of 
the Ilcmian Empire (both East and 
Wsst). It fo true that modern Greek 
owes (some of) its origins to dass^ 
cal G^k, in the same waty that 
French, ..Catalan, Spanish, POf-a- 
tugueseand Italian h^ their roots V 
' in Latin; unlike dassical Greel^ 
Latin is actualty-stiU a ^ken lan- 
guage, therefr^ serviceable for 
modem -day administrative idiom; 

It is also true that the Bulgais 
speak a variant of the Slavonkr ian- 
gimge, foe Rnn^aniyng h ave » I*"- 

guage whidi is closer to Latin, as 
their very name suggests, than aity 
west European language. 

As to the argument from religiod, 
the Germans mi^t weU protest at 
their language not being recognised 
. asaomterDallaDguageoftheCoin' 
mlsrioD on the grounds that Geccuan 
was the language of the Reformation. 
But then as ^ all learnt from our 
great undes, God is an En giishman j . 
JOHN F CRAWFORD 
Thuriestone,Devon 

Age no bar 

YOUR NEW proprietorial arrange- 
ment seems ^Dmisiog. Lots of ludL 
1 am disconcerted to learn, Bowev^ 
er, that you {dan to appeal to “a young 
profeasfotral, fai^-iaoome, educated 
readecship” (ieport..l2 March) Will 
there be no appeal to middle-aged 
— even old — “h^fr-tocome, educat- 
ed, etc’7 Not onty are we, too, “tru- 
ly looking for an' independent 
viewpoint”, some of us have more 
money than some of foem. 

STEWART RUSSELL 
LmdonSElO 

r^mean'ymmgin^rU’'-Eds] 


( 


LETIEK from THE EDITOR 


rrS BEEN a great week for TAe frid^pemfenr and 
The Independent on. Sandap, On Wednesday, our 
two titles were bought by Tbity O’ReSty’s Inde- 
pendent Newspapers Group. We ^ now guar- 
anteed strong finLieiat security, and we ha:^ an 
e^hilaiating brid to take the papers to foe top 
the market, to make them the best most intelB- 
reads around. Andrew who returned 
this week to the papers afrera short absawe, and 
1 will be woridng towards fois end togetirer, Oui 
partnerdup has raised more dian a few cyitical ey^ 
brows tins wedc. but fat dftljgh^ at the pro^reet 
of wodring with Antty. As he smdyestei^, Wre 
two very different pec^le, with different histories 
and prejucfices and talents.' But new^r^)eis are 
big placffi and thty seed as ffludi input as possi- 
ble. From Ibis we^ 7%e /nd^poidotf has beomne 

a m'udi more open and latmai-thinkiQg oigani- 
satioD. ItTs tmmensety exdtmg to be pan of il 

ONTHURSDAYnig)iLwetOQkoiircarfipwignfor 
tax xriief on arts fun<£iig to foe Royal Acadeniy, 
yriiere MeKyn Braggchafred a debate on foe pros 


ican tystem of aits sti^ipQit 'niere it is riiBiAs. Mrim 
a dnmtion to yotti locsl theatre, the Metropoli- 
tan moseoiiL or arpoetzysocieiyandyoudsd dam 


instanLUDCompUcated tax reliet Here, we’re 
bound up in iotenninsble red tape and as a tesuir 
our arts are suffering - in ezisis, many would sity. 

But the arts Sboi^ never be underestimated 
As Jude Ke^, (fitector of the west 'Ybckshice Play- 
house, put it:'’*nie Gov e rn m ent simpty doesn’t 
undeisaad how the arts can change fives. There 
wu ooce a time when It was embarrassing to tinnk 
that leading aixl writing -• orwomes's rigto-were 
esrehtialpartsofhumaniangaDdenhaDcmgaso- 
caety. No longer troe. Now the aits need to be 
looked at in this way - tfa^Te as vital (o wrii be- 
ing as health, education and sewerage." 

THEYTLE ALSO viui to communities. I grew 
in Uritow, ShnTpsfaire, and ewy year they per- 
form Shakespeare ioside the castle walls. The first 
pity I attended was JkGschedx -■ Eoaivellous at rii^ 
wifo the fioodfit grey stone wans providing a back- 
di^ to foe stage set Mfiton’s Comas was first 
sta^ in Ludlow Castle, so.foe organisers were 
inhedtiz^ a long traditico. Over foe yeazs, tire fe^ 
tivai has become the hi^ potot of tire (own'isyear. 
The Shakespeare production is now joA a part 
of a fortnight-long eel^ration of aB foniis'of aft ' 
painting, jaiz, dance, pott^, Ixwk readings. 
Alnmsc foe.eixiire town is iovblv^ It is good for 


commerce, sodabifity and uldmatety for com- 
muojty. hfirisrerfof foe Arts, was 

present at cor debate on Thuisdty and he 
warned us that we were in for “a very long cam- 
pa%nM guess tirei spells gibonty news for us in 

aeatt Tuesday’s bodgeL hut he did add that iv» wrf- 

corned canqiaigDS like 0018 as tfaity rased foe pro- 
file of this impmtant hsue ultimate, wonid 

be^ ke^ foe arts vital So, to an oar readers who 
have wriaen in whh foeir support, a very big thank 
you. We’tenot ^viog up the ^t yet 

FINAIJUT, this we^ saw ImenratioiialTybia^’s 
dty. I bac^ noticed it this year, »Tiliifft m 1971 , 
when 5,000 demonstrated for equri- pay rights, 
cfaQdcare fadfities, coatxacep&m and abortion. 
Nowadays, we don’t seem to know vfoat IWD is 
-or should be- about 1 find this romewhat sad, 
bat it is pTobabity jnevit^de. .Women have made 
enormous strides in foe past 25 years. Mtybe it 
B now time to let cffoer indie ne^ groups take 
over these endles “dtyS”. After al^ if National 
Impotence day now shares its 24-bour riot with 
^^tepti ne ’s Dty, then majfre its time we adiiMr- 
ted^'vewbn. 

ROSIE BOYCOTT 


QUOTE 

UNOyOTE 

“I think it’s better if rile stays 

in foe House of Commons, 
don't you? At least it keeps 
her off the stage” — Miriam 
Margolyea; actress, on Oenda 
/Kfcsoa now o transport mnster. 

“1 prefer mashed potato to 
ftx e roi a e . So I have — bow you 
Sty it? - imisdes like mashed 
potatoes’* — Jean-Paxxt 

Gaultier, feshmn desipiar. 

“I am not sure if I am 
ironically post-modern or 
pc^-modern ironical” — 
Tarry Wioigan hmateiaaer. 

.**We are a young, vib rant , 
modem and forward-lookiQg 
organisetioD "wte up of 
people with vision mid energy. 
Wb are notold duffers" — 
Tim Lamb. eWef executive of 
foe EagSfo Cricket Boaiti 


i _ 
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Where I’ll be in 2028, when 
asteroid XF II hits our planet 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


There are so many to 
prepare to rneet bur doom, 
but one scares me more 
than ali. the others ... 


''WElL,'' I thought to myself yesterd:^ 
afternoon, **I kaow trtiat I was planning to 
do OQ Thursday, 26 October, 2028. Vsiy 
roughly. 1 was thininng of spendxDg the 
day at home in C rjampanihiii* - our rose- 
wa^ed ‘Cann-house near Siena ~ proof- 
reading the pages of my magnum opus, A 
Time ^ Giants: Marr and Bcycctt at Ca- 
nary Wharf and resting; In the late autum> 
oal afternoon (s^. roundabout 530), I 
would have just awoken tom n^ nap, 
taken my age retardants and been prepar- 
ing for a bout of enhanced kwemalcmg 
with my hormonally-replaced partner, be- 
fore doing iny statutory 30 lengths of the 
poOL” 

now,” my thouj^t copdnued, 
pipbabbr won't be able to do aiQ^ of those 
things because - at piedsety that time - 
some bloody great lump of space rode is 
due to punch a hole in the atmospibere 
and crash into the earth, extinguishing 
much life and putting a substantia} dent zu 
the Macr-Bpycott zharket” 

Tliis imcomfortabje cogitation bad, of 
course, been set off by authoritative re- 
ports fro m a bod^ called the Interoational 
Astronomical Unkm, that a large asteroid 
(firebaO XFll) was definitely on course 
to pass within a few thousand mOes of the 
ea^ In t^ce terms that is very close 
(actually in Earth tenns it's pretty dose 
too; Aberdeen often seems further away 

than that). 

Now, it was something amilar - except 
four times la^r - that landed on the Yu- 
catan peninsula sometime in the Creta- 
ceous period, and left us with only 
crooodOes, rhinos and the Countryside 
Alliance to remind us of the time when 

dinosaurs ruled the earth. XFl 1 , if it were 
to hit us, would Idll between a quarter 
and a half of the worid’s population, we 
were told, and leave large parts of the 
earth uninhabitable. 

As I digested the need to alter iny Ital- 


ian plans in the light of tins new informa- 
tiofl, other began to crowd into 

UQT alreatfy duttered head Ilm first thing 
1 realised was that T comraiy to niy earli- 
er belief - the powers that be would oot 
be able to stq>press all kujwledge (tf im- 
pending doenn vdnie they prqrared ^>e- 
dal banken to themseivtt on Mars. 
Some blof«^jtt<w nrtftTi iirrlrfiiga f tyittn^ 
'mist would be sue to bld>.. 

Ihen I b^gan to wonder wfaat the ef- 
fect of this eertam Jmowiedge was gomg 
to be on my fellow dtizens. In the first 
seconds afto heaiiug the story of XFl 1 
nearfy everyone I kyew calcolated eiacily 
bow old they’d be m the moment oi im- 
pact. Those would still be 60 
fdt very gloomy indeed, almost cheated in 
focL It hard to escape a sense of be- 
ing emned for already having made it to 
forty. 

Then there was the difiScalcjr in dealii^ 
with everyday issues and tim* 

were likely to be transfonned. Peoaons 
and mortgages, with their finite payment 
periods now Ukety to l« curtaDed, were ' 
the most obvious. But vritat was going to 
happen to house prices generally? Would 
it be eaaer or harder to sell up »nH 
move? 

And aiiyw^, didn't mudi of *h« de- 
; pend on exactly vrtiere the asteroid struck 
•us? If New Zealand or the Pacafic looked 
like hemg the landTiij frw YP1 1 ^ th^ 

we Britisheis mi^ well siindve, afireit in 
the peipetnal gjkiom of a dust cloud (re- 
I member, loads of r^ltfeniianB g^t by in 
LA). 14 homsver, it looked like Knnhig- 
ham was going to be the epicentre of an; 
impending collision, then one would have 
to decide vriiether to stay or to go. The 
odious Monday Qnb would hopefoUy be 
faced with busloads of Anglo-Caiibbeans, 
suddenly aiudotis to take them iq) on' th^ 
land offer of funded xepatziation. 

Macqr vexed policy (fiscussiODS would 
simpty cease, l^re wouldn’t seem to be 
much point in hnlHing another Earth 
summit: no-one would worry much about 
global wanning. Ibbacoo advertiang 
would become redundant because every- 
body would smoke. The tnrth rate would 
fall dramaticalfy and fifteen years later - 
as a result - so would the inddence of 
crime. 

On thefdus side many more young 
women mi^t be willing to sleep with old- 
er men who wiU be iL«ring the (now) mote 
amvinemg *toiioiiowwe die” pretexL If 
fiorde-aide pron^ts iDterestiagibr de- 
bauched behaviour, just think what de- 
lights fin-du-monde mi^t not lead to! 

Buraias, every nz 4 »ctii% asteroid has 
its downside. Many of our less inteOectu- 
ally robust fellow humans ^viQ join the 
growing ranks of wiidicated Mfllennari- 
ans, seddog salvation tfarou^ the drink- 
ing of urine,- the eatii^ of scorpions and 
the woidu{];nng of little pony-tailed 
deities from Budleigh Salterton. Th^ wQl 
want to convert all ^ us imd it will make 
arguing wth a vdiole sea of totskyists 
seein like a summer holiday. 

llus last pToqjea done - 1 thoo^t ~ 
should be enou^ to prompt an interna- 
tional effort aimed at divertizig XFll 
fiom its present course. Surely a probe - 
funded l^.the lottery, contaming an 
American smart bomb, pOoted by a mem- 
berof the RAF, guided by MQcrosoft, de- 
signed by Alexander McQomd and 
organised by Peter Mandelsbn - could be 
launched at some point in the next thir^ 
years, and three decades of tedious evan- 
gelism averted? 

And then Nasa announced that, actu- 
ally, XFll was coming nowhere near us. 

Ws had been spared. 


In Blair’s Britain, everyone is 

- even the outcasts 




TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

New Labour to 
ibund a way to cast 
its net over just 
about everyone. 
And why not? 


IT HAD to come. This Gov- 

ei innant Jg go AamnaH wriiwM -, 

that it woold onfy be a matter 
of time before h was caught 
locked in embrace with some of 
L^ksuTs tradhioDaJ enemies. 
The first came with the 
rash of busineas appointments 
to govenunent jobs - Lord Si- 
nams, for manqjle. ’Zben Sports 
Minuter Ibcy Banks brought in 
his old Tbry spairmg partner 
Dawd MeUor to speak for 
football fans. Those wbo stalk 
tire coiiidois of Dowumg Street 
and MiUbank t^ me fh*/ you 
can hardly go to a pee without 
Tunoiog into Lfeeral Denxxrats 
fairing a break from the latest 
joint committee on constitu- 
tional reform. Ministers even 
turned up on the Countryside 
March, wfai^ was csHtd fo 
lambast the Government for 
letting down rural voters. And 
the Prime Minister has gener- 
ous donated some ttf his old 
^eeches and ideas u> the 
Leader of the Opposition to 
useio fbrei^ pai^ 

Nowministeis are drawing 
fee coisumezs of pd)Iic services 
into their embrace. It win not 
end^ them to the profes- 
sional TnMHlff rlwBswt , wfaose ar- 
dour for New Labour is cooling 

than rtMtt nf « dng doUSCd 

in a budeet of cold w^er. The 
si^t of Health Seoeta^ Frank 
X>obsanh porters on Au- 

thorities^ wfl] put fee wind up 
the com^iants. Those in the 
high arts are increasingly irri- 
tated by the Govenimenfs love 
afEfe wife fee Visigoths tom the 
desigi, fesfaiOD and music in- 
dustries. 

Bm it isEfeicatioQ Secretary 
David Bhmkett who is per- 
haps breaching fee most pro- 
found taboo. He is backing 
etorts to ask childreD their 
opinions about their schools. 
This should send a shudder 
through the teaching profes- 
sion. It is not a tightly-cootoOed 
New Labour exercise in which 
a few budding Tony Blairs are 
asked to re^ feeir best ess^ 
about "My Sdioor to feeir 
adoring parents and Indulgent 
teachers; this is somefeiog else 
altogether, and it comes tom 



rwo truants taka a break from advising the Govemmentb social exclusion unit 


a most unexpected source of 
new and innovative ideas: two 
tindes unions. 

The public sector union 
Unison and its partner the Na- 
tional Association of Social 
Workers in Education have 
published a survey showing 
feat up to Half a miUiOD pupils 
a day are involved in truancy, 
and some 80,000 haztfly ever 
turn up to dasses at alL The po- 
lice say that these are the Idds 
who feeo do drugs and pet^ 
crime, and cause serious 
headaches all round. 1 will 
leave aside the question of 
vfeat their parents are doing 
whilst all this is going on and 
concentrate on what the 
seboOs might do. Almost every 
effort been unsuccessful — 
sm bins, punishments of vari- 
ous kinds, cxduson. So where 
should we look for new an- 
swers? 

The unions have done fee 
obvious thing - vfeidi some- 
tin^ b fee r^t feiEg: fe^ ^ 
askmg fee cu^rits to advise on 
the problem. They have set iq) 
children’s panels made up of 
persisteol truants to talk aboiA 
whatwDuld bring feean back to 
fee classroom. Inevitably, at 
fo eir firstmeetin^'tfae ehiMre n 
empbaaaed feeir boredom in 
da^ More interesting^ how- 
ever, they pointed to 
fevouritism by teachers, and 
claimed that a later start to fee 
school day might be more 
palatable. Anybody wbo can 
remezziber feeir own teenage 
years will give a dlent nod of 
recognition on both toots. 

Wbo knows where fee ex- 
ercise wfll go? But you do not 
have to embrace fee whole 
Blacrite projea to gra^ fee val- 
ue of the poacher turned game- 


keeper. The police now use 
‘Tbrmer” burglars to advise on 
thehr efforts m crime preven- 
tion; one such told me a cou- 
ple of years ago that he was 
makiog a be tier Irving showing 
the police his methods than 
clambering through win- 
dows.Otheis have traded in 
feeir burglars’ balaclavas for 
contracts with motor manu- 
facturers and insurance com- 
panies despeiate.to find 
of reducing the nation's soar- 
ing autocrime figures. 

The children's panels show 


Germaine Greer to be ap- 
poinied to the Giair of the Eng- 
lish Cricket Board today. 

In the political sphere the 
possibilities seem endess. Per- 
haps when Robin Cook is pon- 
doing his next appointment to 
fee European Commission, 
Thresa Gorman, who seems 
unnaturally quiet at present, 
should be given sometl^ use- 
ful to do in Brussels. Lord 
Irvine is building a reputation 
asamanwho knows a thing or 
two about extravagant spend- 
ing on the public purse: might 


I 


Might we not have a lot to learn 
from the unreconstructed wicked? 


us how wB might go even fiir- 
thex. Why should those who 
conbibute to solutions have to 
be refonned.at all? Might we 
not Iqam more fixra the unre- 
constroctedwicked^AfteralL- 
even priests spend time stuify- 
ing fee works of Lucifer. 

Par example, 1 wonder what 
the Equal Opportunities Cbm- . 
mission would make of the ap- 
potomeiu of Peter StringfeDow, 
who probably knows more 
about sexism than any other 
Briton alive. Might the Com- 
missiOD for Racial Equality 
benefit tom fee advice of Na- 
tional i^ont veterans like John 
Bean ? Wrald Jo Brand - smok- 
er and drinker - be the i^ sort 
of medicine for a Health Au- 
thority? it is ”^at"ty time that 
Kelvin Mackenzie, fee guru of 
modern tabloid jouruallsm 
found bis way on to fee P r es s 
ComplaiDts Commissioii; and 1 
would personally campaign to 


fee next reshuffle take him to 
fee Social Security depaxlment 
wife a q>edal brief to ensure 
that we get value for mon^ 
And shouldn’t fee Chancellor 
be activety seanfeing out Mr 
Ken Livuigstone to fee Ihea- 
suxy team, perhaps to help fee 
Rqraaster-Ceneral in his work 
in devising a foirer tax regime? 
This would be inclusiveness on 
flame. 

Perhaps this is all a little too 
hnaginative. If 50, we could be- 
gin slov^, and simply start to 
think of opening some new 
political dialogues. There are 
still relativety few places where 
people fiom difte^t parts of 
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fee political spectrum can talk 
to each otherwithout the need 
to draw iiiiagiiiaiy tines between 
themselves. This mokes politics 
petty and dull; it also obscures 
fee real divisioDS in our society 
- between urban and rural 
between young and old, be- 
tween secular and reli^ous. I 
doubt if we need any new think 
tanks or forums; but we cer- 
tainty need those that exist to 
begin to engage more with 
their traditioual enemies. A 
modern political society cannot 
afford a dialogue of fee deal 
We wiU know something is stir- 
ring when the rightist intellec- 
tual David Willetts is asked to 
serve on the board of a left- 
leaning thtnir rank , csT Bster LB* 
1^ addresses a TUC economic 
conference. 

One example of a poacher 
turned gamekeeper who has 
brought home the bacon is on 
display in fee Caribbean, 
where on the iSist day to fee 
current Test fee West Indies 
put our team on the rack yet 
again. Several of fee England 
party could have qualified to 
play for fee West Indies tty 
virtue of having Caribbean 
parents. Wife a bumiliatiiig 
first innings looming, it was 
Mark Ramprakash, the Mid- 
dlesex captain, and a Lon- 
doner of Guyanese extraction, 
who came to fee rescue wife 
yet another outstanding per- 
formance. Thank God he’s on 
our side, not theirs. 


Coca-Cola, Jane Austen - just what makes a classic? 




BOYD 

TONKIN 


Michael Foot's 
published 
Men' have 
arks to enter 
non of Great 


MICHAEL FOOT never made 
it into Number 10, but this sun>- 
mer fee former Labour leader 
win gain an honour that migfat 
him even more. He be- 
coines a Classic. Ghiiy Afen, the 
scorching anti-appeasement 
pol emic that co-authored 
in]940 under the joint pseu- 
donym of "Cato”, will appear 
ill the Penguin Tlventiefe-Cen- 
tuiy Qassics list Does he de- 
serve to share a catalogue wife 
fee likes of Proust Kafka and 
WboH. And if not, why not? 

^nnrwffiairing and canoD- 
ehangiug preoccupies our 
aidiive-nunded pre-miDeiuual 
lime. Ibr tom drowning in a 
sea of anythmg'^oes relativisiD, 
as the doomsters claim, we 
di^ up lists, compUe charts 
and obsessively play at Ins and 
OutSL Last year, fee customers 
of VbterstoQe’s caused a seis- 
mic shock among the literati 
when they dared to place 

top of the chain’s Books of fee 
Century poll 

At fee time, fee fuss mere- 
ly amused me. Then fee film 
and music magazines got in on 
fee game. Fust it cm^d feat 
today’s amnesiac cine-buffi 
imagine feat fee an began with 
Star iWns and probaWy think 
that FfeUini is a sexual practice. 
TTien tfwahbead rearto of the 

pjck press duty chose the likes 

of Radiohead and the ^ferve 
ahead of Hendrik Etyian orthe 
1 he«m to svmpazhise 


with Disgusted of Thnbridge 
WfeUs. 

Qassics lists make waves, 
but fe^ also make mou^. 
This month, Oxford 'World’s 
Qasrics resurCacB in a stylish 
new fonnat. 90 years after Ox- 
ford Univezsity Press first ac- 
quired the brand from an 
eutrepremier who (Hke all chis- 
sics publishers) dreamed of 
. tbepotsofgddthathukinnon- 
ccqtyright material with a firm 
ni^e on the syllabus. 'These 
days, they can also hope to of- 


wizards (as in "Qassic Odre”) 
sonpty izmans fee dd stuff they 
want to go on selling anyway. 
Some recent bids to revise fee 
canon do have an air of special 

about them. When Virago's 
Carmen Callil bought fee old 
plates of forgotten novels by 
women authors and dad them 
in deep green as Modern Clas- 
sics, sbe did res u rrect a few ne- 
glected geniuses, such as 
Antonia White. Others were 
justpecbd-pieces brbn^t hack 


I 


‘Every man with a bellyful of classics 
is an enemy to the human race* 


ferwodffiwitfa ready-cooked ap- 
peal for TV and movie 
screenwriters. As fee Holly- 
wood joke put it whoi Gwyneth 
Paltrow starred in Jane 
Austen’s Emma'. theyVe made 
a period re-make of Cluekss. 

Meaotriiib. David Campbell 
of Bveiyman’s Library h^ just 
up more than £4m of 
Lottery cash to hdp him put a 
set of his titles, in every state 
school "Literature is news that 
stays news,” trumped E^ 
Found. It also sti^ in profit. 

So art-obgeets cajled “clas- 
sics’’ ^liferate, but does the 
concept's popularity just de- 
value its meaning? After aH the 

tcrin when used by marketmg 


into cirodation by a sodal 
nKWement that caught fee jet- 
sam of past fashions in its Up- 
stream. 

Al fee other extreme, T S 

Fliftf fanWnKly 

hsh literature has any dassks 8t 
all '^^itiizg in 1944, he judged 
$hake^)eare by fee ‘Hmiversal’’ 
standards of Virgil and Dante, 
and labelled him a mde provm- 
dal mavericL Eliot anchors 
the idea of a classic firmty to fee 
lofty heritage of Greece and 
Rome and the imperial cultures 
that euMlated them. And that, 
of ceuzse, is why maity people 
distrost the notion. "Every man 
vrife a bdtyful of fee dassics is 
an enemy to fee human race,” 


thundered Henry Miller In 
Thjnc of Cancer (that 20th- 
cestury dassicX Id ^ light, fee 
classic mwanie totcms of op- 
pressors forced on unwQling 
subject peoples (including chil- 
dren everywhere) - fee dass- 
room equivalent of Catling 
guns and Jim Crow laws. 

Yet fee reaction to "imper- 
ial” curricula has taken fee 
form not of relativism, but plu- 
ralism. The scope of fee clas- 
sic merety grows to embrace 
everybody's sacred works. Pen- 
guin may offer tbdr new, suacw 
ty unexpuigated edition of 
Aesop’s IbNes^ but now Oxford 
boasts a volume of beastly tales 
tom fee Sanskrit, The Pan- 
catarara. Our canons have ex- 
panded, not collapsed. 

When Whiter Mosley 
(judged by BQl OintoD as a das- 
sic among thriller writers) was 
in Loudon lecentiy, be recalled 
haaring fee pOet Afieo GlDS- 
berg advocate a catcb-aH canon 
feat would welcome fee Bha- 
gavad Gita as well as the 
Oresteian trilogy. 'Aw, man,” 
tbou^t tire young Modey, "Do 
1 realty have to read all this 
stuff?” I’m afraid so. The 
scrambled, mingled traditions 
feat mark our culture without 
fiontiers mean feat fee would- 
be "educated person” has beau* 
ier baggage than ever to cany. 

So standards should 
apply in fee booming Oasdes 
supermarket? Nick Hoxntty’s 
novel High fltkii^ sbrew^ 


portrays our urge to use com- 
forting lists as stic^g-plaster 
for fractured lives as its music- 
maven hero compiles his Tbp 
Five for every conceivable pop 
genre. In homage to Hornby, 
here are nty Tbp Five criteria for 
would-be das^ art-works: 

1. Endurance over time. 

2. The strength to cross barri- 
ers when made accesaMe to au- 
diences beyond Its cultural 
borne. 

3. The power to define a ^nre, 
either by exhibiting its cjualities 
at their hipest peak or else by 
fixing a new form. 

4. A compelling ooimection to 
the fondmneotal forces in hu- 
man m^erience. 

5. An ^Qity to yield new in- 
terpretations that make sense 
in spite of diverse emphases. 

Anned with these yard- 
sticks, how does Guilty Men 
measure up? It survives and in- 
spires others as a benchmark for 
controversial prose in a $wift- 
ian mode of savage tony (1 and 
3). It speaks from a pet^le be- 
sieged by aggressors about re- 
sistauce to tyrants and the 
defence of liberty (2 and 4). 
Like many other politick 
wofes, tboi^. fee fifth gear is 
lacking. It means just vfeat it 

TTiftan^ wHlmnt « ndi l 1 Tl 1 te^^an H 

of ambiguity or multiplicity. 
Still, "Cato”'s blast deserves to 
pass its Gassic MoT Congrat- 
ulations, Micbael Foot: the 
doors of Immortaliiy are svnng- 
ing open before you. 


PERSONAL LOANS 


Splash 

out 


Take out a Goldfish loan from 
only 12.9% APR* 

Now you can afford to splash out 

*On loans of £10,000 


tf you are 24 or over, have a bank 
account and receive a regular annual 
income, we should be ^ «> ^ 
you a decision while you wait 


1b apply, or for an information pack, 
can GoMBsh personal loans today on: 


0800 122 177 
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GUS surprises 
City with £500m 

American bid 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty CcxTcspondent 


OREATUniveisal Stores made 
a suiprise move yesterd^ friieo 
it agreed to £S00m for an 
American database and credit 
refereaciDg company while it is 
still embroiled in the £1.6bn hos- 
tile bid for Algos. 

GUS is buying Metromail 
Corporation, of Lombard, Illi- 
nois, in a deal which analysts 
said made the company an even 
more powerful ptayer in the 
fost-growing US information 
business. 

The company denied the 
deaJ might distract manage^ 
rneni from the Aigos bid. Lord 
Wedfson, diairman of GUS, 
said: **We are a diversified 
group and the management 
team that has been working on 
this deal is not the sam e as the 
ones that has been processing 
Argos. There will be no 
distraction.'* 

Analysts expressed surprise 
at the dming of the deal but 
said GUS could cope. *'I don’t 
imagine thqrwottid have done 
this if would detract form the 
Argos bid,** said Alexia ^Wklk- 
er at Mark Josefson at 
f^uiiDUze Cordon added a note 
of caution: ‘‘It probably sUght- 

reduces their abili^ to in- 
crease their offer for Aigos, but 
with its strong balance sheet it 
could sdll pull it off.** GUS 
shares fell lUp to 773Jp on 
the news. 

Lord Wotfson said there 
vKXild be sgnificant synergies in 
terms of produtt development 
and costs with its Direa Mar- 
keting lecfanology buaiiess, an- 
other US data company which 
GUS acquired for £30Qm last 
April. MetromaQ specialises m 
sectors such as telecommuni- 


cations while D-Tbcb oonceor 
nates on financial services and 
catalogue diopi^ data. 

D-Tecb approached Metro- 
mall with a view to a merger last 
year. After GUS acquired D- 
ledi. It too started to look at die 
posrihilititt of putting tooth- 
er the two businesses vdiose 
head offices are just 10 miles 
apart. 

Anal ysts appeared support- 
ive of the deal “Before GUS bid 
for Argos, this was the deal 
everyone expet^d them to do. 
GUS* balance sheet is strong 
and ft can easily afford to do 
both this and Argos and sdU 
have idadvely low goring," said 
Ashlqr Thomas, at SG Securi- 
ties. 

GUS had net cash of £600m 
at its last year end and wQl have 
net debt of £1.9bn if its succeeds 
in its bid for Algos as well as the 
MetTomaO acquiridon. 

GUS is already a significant 
operator in the US ci^t and 
information market In No- 
vember 1996, just three 
months after Lc^ ^Ifson be- 
came diairman, GUS paid 
£lbn for Experian, one of 
America’s largest database 
companies. Since then Lord 
Wol&oo has pulled off a string 
of deals in both its mfonnation 
and its retailing businesses. 
“He seems to be transfonning 


the eompuy.** said Mr 
Thomas. 

Under the terms of the 
deal GUS & paymg S31.S0 
(£19.10) per share which in- 
dude taldng on the company's 

debts. The deal has the back- 
ing of RR Donnelly, a piintr 
ing company and the 
Metxomafl management Much 
between them own 40 per cent 
of the shares. 

has paid a high price 
for a business which recorded 
a loss of S1.4ffl on sales of 
$328m last year. However, this 
was after occ^tioaa) hems 
S37m. The compare made pre- 
tax p^ts of £21Sm m the pre- 
vious year. 

Lord Rblfion admitted that 
GUS had paid a AiU price but 
added: ‘‘The acquisition will 
unite two complementaiy busi- 
nesses bringing eooaomies of 
scale and a wider range of ser- 
vices which wQl be to the ben- 
efit of the customers of both 
oompanjes.” 

Bart Aber, diairnian and 
chief erecutive officer of Metro- 
m»ti said the utformatkKi 
database indostiy was consoli- 
dating that thk Afoti rep- 
resented a way of taking 
advantage of gro^ oppoitu- 
nities. 

Algos Glares dosed Sp low- 
er at 607p. 


LORD WOLFSON’S ACQUISITION SPREE 

— - 


Aug M Lord Wolfison appointed GUS chairman 
Nov 96 Spends fl bn on Experian, US credit agency 
Feb 9? 9gni£9Q0mprapcrtyjolncvcnCurewithBritlshLand 
Apr97 Buys Direct Marketing TechnokiQr of US for OOOm 
Dec 97 Pays Burton £20m for Innovatjons maQ order 
Fob 98 Buys SG2, French information group far CTOm 
Feb 98 Launches ClAbn hostile bid far Argos 
Mar 9a Spends £500m on Mtromai^ US d ata bas e campany 



RAGE SOFTWARE, the games 
grotg^ yesterday annaunced that it 
had sigined a de^ eo develop a 
*shooC ‘em up* game for the Sony 
Playstation, the games console 
beloved by teenagers. Details of the 
game, whkh vriH be released in 
1999, are secret hut Rage promi a ed 
rt would mix *adcfictive gvneptay 
with stuining graphlci*. Shares in 
Rage jumped 35p to MJip or 30 per 
cent oh news of the deaL Soiiy^ i 


P laystat ion is one of the most 
auccesrfiil games consoles around, 
with more than 30 million snstalled 
world-wide. Its games indude the 
popular Sonk the Hedgehog 
(above). Paul Finnep u i, Rage^ 
managing director, said: Wh are 
very much aware of the fantastic 
opportunides that this deal 
represents US as a company.' The 
news follows closely on a deal with 
Compeq to loed Ragr*i Incoming 


game on all of the computer firm^ 
Pi-ejario 460fl^and 4000 personal 
computers. Juan Montes, vfee- 
president of devdkipm^ at Sony 
Consputer Entertainment Europe, 
said the cootrect showed the 
oimpany^ comnfiltiheirt to 
attracting the best within the ; 
software dew el opm e nt business 
Wiehaweseci the initial game 
design and are vary excited by thh 
product^ p o tent ia 4^ he said. 


Pundits braced for 
interest rate hike 


By Lea Paterson 


THE CITY was yesterday 
steeling itself for frirth^ interest 
rate hikes fcdlowing the publi- 
esDon of stfonger-ihan-cgqjecied 
a'onomic data. 

The Office of National Sta- 
ti5□cs(0^6) said the UK current 
account was in surplus by £1 16m 
m the last quarlcrofl997-eooa- 
omisls had predicted the ac- 
count would go into die red. 

The bcucr-than-expccted 
current account figures were 
largely due to a £2.7bo surplus 
m imTsmiem tnoome. The defidt 
in traded ^x)ds rose signifi- 
canlly-from£18bnto£4.33a- 
suggesting UK eeportens are sdli 
being squeezed by the high 
pound. 

Economists were also sur- 
prised by an upward reviskm to 
economic gto^ over the last 
quaner of tbe year. 

The ONS said GDP grew by 
0.6 per cent between Oaober 
and December last year, an up- 
ward adjustmeatofO.2 percent- 
age points. GDP growth for the 
year as whole was revised down- 
wards slightly from 3.2 per cent 
to 3.1 pcrcenL 

Uiaishjni David, econcaiusc 
at HSBC Marisels, said: “The 
sui|»ise in these numbers Ithe 
GDP figures] was the upward re- 
vision to quaner-on-quarter 
GDE laig^ reilectiDg upnoid re- 


wskms fo tbe oousumer expen- 
(fiture CQnqxuent'* 

Antiqpatiooofafortfacog u pg 
interest tats rise sent stet^ ris- 
ing against the mark. The pound 
dosed up almost a pfennig at 
DM3.035, down from (he day*s 
higfaofDM3.QS. 

Ksvm Oarimgtoti, eamoemst 
at ABN Amro, said: “Upward^ 
revised consumer spendiag will 
favour the interest rate hawks’*. 

Mmutes from the Fsbruaiy 
meeting of the Monetary Ralicy 
Committee - which sets UK in- 
terest rates - revealed the com- 
mittee was split four against four 
on vhether to raise rates. Only 
the dedskm by Eddie George, 
Governor of the Bank of E^- 
land, to use his casting vote for 
a rate freeze kqst tbe cost of boTT 
towing on hold at 7.25 per oenL 
Ibe CS^wSZ now be anxious^ 
waiting for January eamiogs 
data, due out nest Wednesday 

alot^ with February unemplay- 
ment figures. Strotig growth in 
pay could persuade the MPC to 
raise rates at its next meetii^ 
Cbaiies Goodhait, one of the 
MPC hawks who vot^ to raise 
rates in fkbruaiy, said yesterday: 
Tlatfapercemlyear-ooyearp^ 
giowtii] is pn^nbly sustaindde 
widi the present infiadiaD target bia 
ifitgoesveiymixhftittber.eitber 
m wi^ or eainiiig^ then 1 think 
there would be severe (fiEGcultiss 
in meeti ng the 25 per cent targeC. 


Taxpayers paying the penalty for Inland Revenue error 


By Andrew Ysricy 


TENS OF THOUSANDS of 
t axpay ers have been wrongjty 
fined £100 eadi because of fut- 
ures by the Inland Revenue in 
piDoessiDg a rash of last-minute 
tas retnnis, it etnerged yestoday. 

The Adjudicator's Office, 
which bandies complaints 
against the Inland Rnenne 
a^ Customs & Excise, said ft 
had received calls frcoi tax- 
payers, dfigruoded (hat they had 
been fined despite retuzning 
forms on time. 

Mike Savage, a spokesman 
for tiie Adjudi^or's Office^ 


saidc “There is eridence that tbe 
penalty notices have been seivt 
out saying 'You have to pay a 
£100 penalty* when in fact that 
return bad been submitted. 

“People have been worried 
about tbe penalty notices which 
have been wrongly sent to tax 
agents. We think there are go- 
ing to be some difficulties with 
the penalties being charged.*' 

Those witii a “reasonable ex- 
cuse'* - a definition which 
should include delays in die 
Revenue’s computer system - 
should succeed in having the 
fine removed because fonzts had 
been date-stamped on receipL 


The finding was backed by 
leading networks of tax agents. 
Gerry Hart, bead oflhz Tbam 
and a former chairman of tbe 
Chartered IiBtftuce of Tkstion, 
said many agents had received 
poalty unices when cheots had 
sobmitted foEms 00 time. 

The Revenue's computer 
system is thought to have sent 
out tire penalties automatical- 
ly snnply because forms had not 
been k^ged on to tbe system be- 
fore fines were issued. Tbe 
Revenue has dapped fines on 
more than 670,000 taquyers. 

Returns compSed using tbe 
Itevenue's softvrare - rather 


than aj^per form -have lacked 
tbe barcodes vriuefa allow tiiem 
to be scanned directly into the 
Revenue’s computer system, 
des^oed by tbe US conqjuter 
giant EDS. Instead, all forms 
have to be ztqwt manually. 

The Revenue yesterd^ ad- 
mitted that some taxpayers had 
been sent penalties despite re- 
turning fonns by tbe deadh'ne 
of 31 January. But a ^KTkes- 
woman said taxpayers could 
have tbe fines revoked if they 
appealed to tbe Rmnuewiti^ ■ 
in 30 days of recemoga pezntf- 
^ notice. 

The ooonl^s leading taxa- 


tion professionals yesterday 
urged the Revenue to show Us 
mency with taqrayets in the 
of its own mirtakes. 

Frank CoUingwood, presi- 
dent of tbe Association of Tax- 
ation Tbcbnicians said tbe 
Revenue’s system “got very 
dose to beeadedown'* lajst De- 
cember and January over sdf- 
assessmenL The Chartered 
liistitiite of Ihzation said it 
would be ks^ing a dose ^ on 
the Revenue’s worlmig defini- 
tion of a “reasonable excuse**. 

Taxpayers can contact The 
Acljudicator’s Office on 0171 
9302292. 


Barings 
creditors 
to get 
limited 
payouts 


By Lea. Paterson' 


CREDITORS of Barings, 
which collapsed in 1995 after 
Nidt Lee^ ran up dd>ts of 
more than £S00oi, ccxild reedve 
pay-outs later this month. 

Ernst & Yourig, the bank's 
liquidator, yesterday outlined 
terms of foe proposals, wfaidi 
should result in a pay-out of 
£190m to Barii^' bondholders. 

Alan Bloom, national head 
of corporate recovery at Em^ 

& Youn& called the ptr^Msals 
“a major step forward”. He 
added* *Agreeoieat with the 
credHora tv the summer would 
beveiy pSeariDg.” 

Three classes of bondhold- 
ers lent Barings a total of £275m 
between 1986 and 1994. In- 
vestors indnded major life and 
peadOD funds and Downside, 
Britain’s oldest Roman Catholic 
pubUcsdiooL 

However, under the pro- 
posals put forward yesterday, 
not all bondholders wQl be fiil- 
^ recompensed 

Those 'mvestois who bought 
Baring floated rate notes in 
1994 [the 1994 notes] stand to 
igain ffio^ Tliese bozidhoideis 
lent tbe bank a total of SlSOm 
(£90.1mX and wiD be rqsaid ^ 
their initial investment in frill, 
withinteiesL 

George Seligman, a partner 
in Slaughter A May and an ad- 
viser to Ernst A Young, said 
“Tfoldeisof the 1994 notes will 
be with this.” 

Holders of 1986 notes will re- 
ceive ^9 per SlOO invested 
Holders of 1994 peipetualsvrin 
receive £24 per £100 invested 
Jonathan Stone, who heads 
a pressure group repieseniing 
holders of 1994 perpetuals. , 
call^ the sectiement “disap- 
pointing”, s^ing he would have 
Iflred tosee boodholdeis being 
friUy recompensed But Mr 
Stone said he oqiected the 
bondholders to accept the plan. 
“Something is better than ODth- 
ing”, be said 

Sdlgman, of Slaughter A 
M^, explained that the 1986 
notes were issued on less 
favourable terms than the 19S4 
notes. 

From a credit p ersp e cti ve. 

1994 perpetuals rated lower 
than both tbe 1986 notes and 
tbe 1994 notes, he added 

However, Mr Seligman said 
the baigaining position of hold- « 
CIS of the 1994 perpetuals had 
been strengthened by the threat 
of legaf action. 

These bondholders, led by 
Mr 'Stone, had issued a writ 
gainst Barings and some of its 
former directors. 


Hornby denies knowledge of a bid as 
its shares steam ahead by 30 per cent 


Bjr Nigel Cope 


SHARES in Hoist^, tbe S30d- 
el railw^ and Scalextric oom- 
pai^ soared 28 per cent 
yesterday amid stock maricet ru- 
mours that the company may 
face a takeover Irid The 5*^ 
rise to 2575p, a five-year high, 
forced tbe company to make a 
statement saying it was “not in 
discussions with any party 
about a takeover or sale ^ the 
company.” 

Hornby shares were sus- 
pended at llAOam after the 

ea^ rise in the stodc but trad- 


ing started again in late after- 
noon. 

Hanky hasfaad a dieq[ue^ 
past but has been improving 
tDOie teoendy. It has withdrawn 
from (he toy and radio control 
market and has been concen- 
trating more on its core trains 
and Scalextric busnesseswindi 
ic is «nnfng moe at adult co- 
thnaasts ratiier than diildieD. 

2n November it posted a 
fall in profits to £973,000. 
It has been cutting overheads 
and inqrroving its manufactur- 
ing (md sonrmng operations. It 
has enjoyed success vrith mod- 


el railway collectors by intro- 
dwing liveried ranges which iD- 
clade locomotives with tbe 
'Wigm and GNER colours as 
wdl as tbe Eurostar trains and 
suburban commuter lines. 

In tbe 1980s Honiby ran into 
tbe slffings when ft acquired a 
speedboat manufacturer snd 
expanded into tbe cut tiiroat toy 
markeL Tire shares hie a low of 
96p in 19S15 but have smee 
bea rec o vering under new 
cbaiiman Peter Newey. Saks of 
hs core trains and Scalextric 
games and accessories have 
been sellihg welL 


Name change scoots Freepages into court battle 


By Mldiael Harrison 


WHEN Freepages, tbe tele- 
phone directory service, decid- 
ed tn rhai^ n ftje h fanri iwwie In 

Scoot, it didn’t think anybody 
would be iqweL But it redooned 
witiioot a &m of soutii coastiee- 
idential letting agents. 

lb I^eepages, Scoot a 
meanfngiesg and uoSensIve 
rgrm ffiaccotdd be adopted in 
ai^ country where people want- 
ed to find out where the near- 
est plumber, bookshop or taxi 
ser/ieevas. 

Bux to Midiad Deacon 
ian A Bath in Boomemooth, 
Scoot meant someflinigelseal- 


tt yfher . ManmaTgTirift jlriTff. 
pdlent used to prevent cats. 


even from foaliDg tbe prden. 

Earlier this week, an Oz- 
fixdsfaire County Court judge 
agreedwith Mr Deacon and or- 
dered Scoot to repay Allan A 
Bath a year's subs^tion fees 
and fts Old of pocket expenses, 
B sum totaUmg £2,750. 

The ' dlocfaa appar ently 
came when Mr Deacon’s side 
produced a bcB of tbe mnmal re^ 
pdleot in court wfaerenpooit was 
instantly recognised by tbe dis- 
trict judge. “The lawyer for 
He^joges took (xie look at it acid 
hsjawsort of dropped,” said Mr 


Deacon. “It was as if he was 
thinknig to himself *Beam me up 
Scottie’ ." 

In its defence Seepages, 
wfakh is now valued at £145m, 
nwintamed* “There is no (fif- 
ference between Freepages and 
Scoot apart ficom the name.” 

The juc^ took a different 
view niliag that tbe cbai^ of 
trading name “represented a 
fundamental breach of con- 
tract”. 

Freepages shni^ed off its 

court ddeat, s^h^ it had 3SJ)00 
subscribers in the UK and had 
only received tvro comidaints, ixK 

duffiiig the one frmn Allan & 

Bath. 
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Watch out for the FTSE 100 investment bubble 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON THE 
INVESTMENT 
INSANITY 
FEEDING THE 
RISE IN THE 
SHARE PRICES OF 
BIG COMPANIES. 


Anyone who sdn sweats by Sdiumadber*s 
fam rms iacaotation -Small is Beautiful - 
idamfy hasn't been reacfing his bnsiness 
pagpihtdy.lbecxgpa^^ia^ 
tealiiy is that trig is beautifuL The trigger 
the better. 

Let me eiqplain. Most of ns still have. 
' some atfwffhmwTit to the of anall en- 
terprise, vrith hs self help attributes, ca- 
pa^ for hmovation and powers of wealth 
creation. But the trudi of the matter is that 
b^ is vriiere the aedoD aodn^ey lie& Sbb 
gives ooBDipetitive advantage across a wide 
front; reinforcing the [K)wer of the large 
corporation and mafang it more and 
more difficult for smaller competitor to 
keep pace. 

Big conpanies tend to attract the best 
and smartest people, they have the low^ 
est operating costs and lowest cost of cap- 
itaL They have the best n* and 
nmnagement systems, and, if you believe 
the hype tiiat surrounded Glaxo's at- 
ten^ to merge with SnuthKlme Beecfaam, 
their greater madcet dout and R&D ex- 
penditnre also gives them a better diaoce 
of product innovation. 

Rntfaennore, th^ tend to command a 
premhun in terms of stock maricet valua- 
tion and in recent years their share prices 
have generally ontperfoimed those of 
smaTlw nfwnpanteg - Qn /hi* pf ft, 

no contest; trig is amp^ bett». 

. Just recently, the total stock maricet val- 


ue of Britain’s top 100 companies soar^ 
throii^ the one trillioa pound mark for 
the first time. 1b be fur, this may not.be 
assgoific^ a ndlestoae as h sounds. 
cause big compaxto like to mage one wiA 
anoth er and takeover smaller ones, the 
FTSE 1 00 share index is bound to sudt val- 
ue into itselt When two Footsie stocks 
merge, as Gmieial Aeddeut and Com- 
mercial Union are at the moment,' h cre- 
atesa vacancy vhidivriien fiDedincceases 
the total value oS the index aoeordm^. 

Even so, the statistic is not e utir^witb- 
out meaning. IbdiQr, the FTSE 100 share 
index accounts for more than 76 per cent 

■ oftbestodcmaikel^s total vahi&'WieD'tbe 
index was launched 14 years a^ to act as 
a benchmark for equity futures, the equiv* 
aient inoportion was only 65 per cent Put 
another w^, the ^lare of stock market val- 
ue enjoyed by the next largest 80Q axttr 

■ panics has fadlen from 35 per cent to 24 
peroenL On valuation yarcfetids too, 
companies have s ignrfinan tl y out pe rfa m 
their smaller brethren. The FTSEIOO In- 
dex has outperformed the mid index 
(consisting of the next largest 2^ com- 
panies by market capitalisation) by 30 per 
cent over the last two years. The yield is 
lower on the FTSE 100 and the earnings 
multiple h^to. 

So what's Bay point? OK, so I could raO 
against the p ower of the ooqxnate state, 
lament the way in wfaidi big butiness is sti- 


fling competition and consumer dicrice, 
protest about how big cotporaiions are 
starving smaDcr enterprise of ca{rital, or 

general^get worked up about wbat a rum 
oldbusnessallthisglobalisaikxi and con- 
solidation really is. But achially the point 
I want to make is a comparative^ narrow 
one. 1 want to eiamme the ]Xi^x>atioo that 
the Irig is beautiful phenomenon is help- 
ing to create a potentially dangerous in- 
vestment bubble in the FTSE 100 share 
index. 

I know this sounds a little alarmist, a 
bit over the t^. But just listen to this. 

Caps, a research organisation which 
closebi monitOTS irnrestment patterns, this 
week published its aimual survey of pen- 
sion frind perfonnanoe. It showed that the 
ccrilectne perfrmnarice of the trig four fund 
management groups - Mercury, Sdnodeis, 
PpFM and Gartmore - was 0.7 per cent 
less *hwn the overaD for fiind man- 

agers. 

Rtr UK equities, this median was itself 
1.6 per centage points below the peifor- 
mance of the index, vriiich last year re- 
turned 23.6 percent. For overseas equities, 
the position was a good deal worse -a per- 
formance of only 6.1 per cent against an 
index letum of 19. Tb^ figures msy locric 
insignificant, but if repeated over time the 
effect of this comparative under perfor- 
mance on your pension would be sizeable 
- in some drcumstances perhaps as much 


as 40 per of retirement income after 

30yearsL 

It is hardfy surprising, then, that pen- 
sioa fiinifc bave.begun to ask themselves 
why they are pa^g all that money for . 
what looks 10 be pret^ poor active fund 
management. Why not just slide the 
mon^ in the safe haven of the index, in 
a basket of the woridb leadh^ccxiqiaiue^ 
and watch it grow? There's growing evi- 
dence that this is precisely whal are 
doin& The market share of the trig four 
for new business fell from weD over a half 
in 1 993 to 38 per cent last yw. Much of 
this business has gone into index tracker 
funds. 

Moreover, there is plenty of official or 
semi offidal support it. In a recent re- 
pmttxi the hi^ cost of personal pensiem^ 
John Bridgeman, director general of fair 

tiaefing, perinted to the undetpeifonnance 
of active fund manag ement and suggest- 
ed the way forward was in low cost track- 
er fimds. If the same policy stance is taken 
with the Government’s proposed stake- 
holder penaoo. there wiO be an even larg- 
er wall of money flowing into the index. 

The same follow my leader exercise is 
repeated within the index. Because banks 
and pharmaceuticals have sharply out- 
performed other stocks over the last 
year, those funds vriiidi aren't in these sec- 
tors are in trouble. If you are going to lose- 

your job for being uuderwn^ in Batd^ 


yon make pretty sure you ore noi, re- 
gardless of any rational assessment of the 
stock market going forward. 

Ail this is being compounded and ex- 
aggerated the aclhaties of hedge fund 

operators and the futures markeL The 
hedge fimds play off the fear among fund 
managers of indexatitxi, buying up the 
stocks where the institutions ate under- 
weight and then squeezing the price 
higher- 'Hie need to “delta hedge" futures 
positions creates its own form of insani- 
ty. If stodt prices go higher, the futures 
position must be underpiimed with big- 
gerpurdiases of physical stock, diiv'iiig the 
market higher still. 

The big investment banks and securi- 
ties houses are equally culpable. They all 
have their “global investment priority“ hit 
lias, their “nifty one hundred and fifties", 
or whatever. Mudi of this activity takes 
place in a maxmer which is divorced 
from (he Amdamentais of Investment 
judgment Fund management is becom- 
ing dmninated by the belief that big 
onty go up and woe betide you if 
you mias the elevator. 

Pm not going to predict a stock mar- 
ket crash or anythi^ as rash as that. 
Nonetheless, aD previous investment bub- 
bles have been debated by large slocks 
too. There is an insanity m what's hap- 
penbg and the dangers of it are all too 
obvious. 


Lonrho set 
to focus on 
its mining 
interests 


' By Michael Harrison 

LONRHO yesterday took a 
major stride towards becombg 
a pure minmg company after 
^lashmg out £344m to acquire 
a South African coal produc- 
er and unveiling plans to bity 
back 21 per cent of its shares. 

The two deals mark the end 
of a tortuous series of three- 
way negotiations between lion- 
rho. South Africa's 
An^o-American corporation, 
and the miniog compaity JD 
and were broadly welcomed m 
the City. Lonrho said it 
expected the deals to increase 
earnings from next year 
onwards. 

'Once Lonrho' completes 
the demerger of its African 
trading business mtd the sale 
of its Princess hotels chain, the 
group, founded by Hity Row- 
land 40 years ago, will be 
pared down to a pure coal, 
platinum and gold mixung buri- 
ness. 

Lonrho is buying the coal 
producer Ihvistock from South 
Africa's JCI group for £167m 
andmergingthebusmessvrith 
7 iis existing Duiker coal mter- 
ests to create a combined 
group with 5 per cent of the in- 
tvraationally traded coal mar- 
ket. 

At- the same lime, JCI is 
swapping some of its gold and 
platinum mteresis for a 21 
per cent shareholding m Lon- 
rho owned by Anglo-American 
and then sellmg (he stake on 
to Lonrho for £177m. Anglo 
will be left with a 7.4 per cent 
stake. Loniiio is buying the 
shares for 106p each com- 
pared with a closing price yes- 
terday of 99:5p 

The Anglo shareholding 
originalty belonged to Mr Row- 
land, who sold it to the Germ^ 
financier Dicier Bock, who in 
turn sold it to Anglo in 1996 as 
part of a strategy for Lonrho to 
link up with the South African 

. congiomcraie. 

^ Shareholders sac expected 
lo vote on the two deals at an 


extraordinaiy meetingb April 
TUs win allow time for the bity^ 
back to be completed before 
Lonhro demerges its African 
trading mterests m May, re- 
movmg an overhang of stock 
from the market 

Once the two deals are 
complete, Lonrho will be a 
group vritfa sales of about 0bn. 
assets of £540m and borrow- 
ing of £47Qm. The sales of the 
Prints hotels chain is due to 
be completed- by 'about June 
and is e:q)ected to raise at least 
$500m (f300m), 

Itonihovrill then cemrist of 
a coal producer yrith «nnnai 
sales of about 22 million 
tonnes, a platinum busmess 
with controUing mterests is 
four mines in Sputb Africa and 
a gold mining division vriiose 
principal asset is a 33 per cent 
stake in A^anti Goltffields of 
Ghana. 

One mining analyst- said: 
“The simple fact is that they 
are now mpnaging to conclude 
deals which they said th^ 
would. It was imperative th^ 
did this before losing all cred- 
ibility.” 

Nicholas MorreU, Loniho’s 
chief executive, said the over- 
riding objective had been lo re- 
move the overhang of shares 
which had dogged the compa- 
ny for the last 18 months. He 
accepted that it had been a 
frustrating period for share- 
holdeis - Lonrfao’s share price 
has more than halved to just 
over loop in the last two years. 

But he said the challenge of 
' turning Lonrho from a collec- 
tion of unrelated businesses 
into a focused mining compa- 
ny had been “pretty formida- 
ble”. 

All the while, Mr Rowland, 
who still owns 3 saijUion Lon- 
rho shares, has been sniping 
from the sidelines. 

“He is a shareholder along 
with everyone else,** said Mr 
Morrell “I hope he sees the 
merit of these transactions 
and supports the resolutions at 
the meeting." 



Tesco signals 
end to the 
‘us and them’ 
syndrome 


By Barrie Clement 

Laboir Editor 




Tesco: Supermarkets want to improve working relations with s t a ff 


THE GOVERNMENT yes- 
terd^ hailed a new industrial 
relations agreement at Ihsco as 
a prime example of how the 
“partnership" approach should 
work under New Labour. 

The stores group, the 
biggest private sector em- 
ployer of union members, un- 
veiled a system for consulting 
staff and coxnmunjeating with 
them as part of an attempt to 
break down the “us and them” 
culture. 

tlie deal has been struck 
with Usdaw, the shopworfc- 
ers' union with the help of 
Cranileld University, but it 
allows non-union membeis to 
participate; 

Michael Wemms,. Thsco’s 
retail director, said the in- 
volvement of Usdaw was crit- 
ical to the whole process. “We 
believe that unionised compa- 
nies can do better than non- 
uoionised providing the 
structure is right,*’ he said. 

Ian McCartn^, Trade and 
Industry Minister, said he was 
delighted that Tesco and Usdaw 
were strengthening their rela- 
tionship. “It is a milestone for 
both parties. Employers work- 
ing dosely vith their workforce 
is at the heart of a successful 
and competitive business." 


Sunday newspaper kicks off sporting week 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


THE FIRST edition of a news- 
paper devoted entirely to sports 
will hit the newsstands tomor- 
row. QJled Sport First, the 
p^)er will be a 48-^»ge broad- 
sheet whidi is hoping to cash in 
on the apparenlty insatiable 
demand among newspaper 
readers for sports coverage. 

The pepex is aimed at the “se- 
rious ^Ttsfm although it win 
have the livelmess of a tabloid. 

Keith Young, the entrepre- 
neur vriio has funded tiie veomre 
with more than£].Sm of his own 
money, said the paper was 
timed at readers (tf the Sunday 
broadsheets who want more 
^)ort5 cover^. Priced at SOp, 


h is designed to be a secondary 
purchase for Sunday newspaper 
readers. 

Mr 'Vbung’s is aimh^ for a 
circulation of 150JOOO, and the 
paperneedstoseD lOOfiOO sales 
a week to fxeak even. Mr Young 
re^rds this as a modest target 
“You’ve got 17 million newspa- 
pers produced in this oountxy 
every day," be “Fm trying 
to e^»nd tile market by d9 per 
cenL” 

The venture is a slimm ed. 
- down verson of ^ Young’s 
origiiiti Idea, which was to 
launch a daily ^rorts paper. 
However, he stnig^d to find 
fimding for the idea and even- 
tually settled for a more modest 
Sunday firwmat. 


The, paper will have a core 
editorial staff of about 20, but 
will rely heavity (» stringers and 
freelancers to supply match re- 
ports. Ii will be dnided into two 
24-pjagc sections, with the sec- 
ond segment devoted entiitiy to 
football It vrill also focus heav- 
ily on statistics, offering a com- 
prehensive results service for 
even minor regional football 
leagues. 

The success of BSItyB has 
shown that Britisb consumers 
are wining to beavity for ac- 

cess to qxnt, especially fixHbaH 
However, no pure sports paper 
has ever succeed. 

The format works weD in oth- 
er European countries, though. 
Itaty’s Gazseaa deUo Sport has 


an average circulation of 
376,000, with a peak sale of 
618.000 on Monday. In Hance, 
L Equ^ sells 372L000 copies a 
day. 

Mirror Group, which owns 
the Sporting Life, is believed to 
be preparing to eqxmd the rac- 
ing newspaper into a general 
^rts title later this year. 

Mr Young also has plans to 
expand Hist Sport, &st pro- 
duemg extra issues on Saturd^ 
^d Monday, before mewing to 
a seven-day operatimL Howev- 
er, he s^ the decision to ex- 
pand will be driven by the 
maikcL 

“VMs can’t become a daily un- 
til the market wants one,'* he 
said. 


Dunioe wins battle 
for control of Ewart 

DUNLOE House, the Dublin-based property company', has 
won the bid battle for Ewart, the Belfast property group. It 
said yesterday its takeover offer for the company has been 
declared unamditional by the Thkeover Panel The offerwas 
declared unconditional after Ewart withdrew on appeal to 
the panel, in which it had challenged Dunloe's earlier daim 
to have won control of the company. After Ewart rejected 
two offers, Dunioe was forced to increase its bid when Moyne 
Shelf Company - a firm set up by Belfast businessmen - 
emerged as a white knight bidder in late February. 

Heineken’s liquid assets 

HEINEKEN, the Dutch drinks ^anL yesterday said the group 
had L9bn guilders (£S60m) in liquid assets in its “war chest" 
for acquisitions and could attract extra money. Hemeken’s 
expansion policy prioritises countries where it already has a 
presence, to strengthen hs exisdiig portions, the company's 
diaiimao, Karel Vhiusteen, said. Heineken reported a 16 per 
cent rise in 1997 net profit to £76lm and announced It would 
dilute its shares with a bonus issue and a five-for-one split 

Bank acts over deposits 

THE Bank (^England has obttioed injunctions against three 
' indmdnals suspected of taking bank deposits. The 

tiiree are Balaloishiran Menon, Seymour Mahland-Kraft and 
Robin Leslie Peters, all based in the London area. The three 
men are understood to have been trading under the names 
Queen^orough Investmms Limited and QB Investments 
(UK) both in the Isle of Man and on the UK main- 

land. The Bank of England's investigation is ongoing, and it 
is appealing to the public to come forward with infonnation. 

FirstGroup’s bus venture 

FIRSTGROUP, the transport operator, has formed an al- 
liance with Hong Koog’s New World Development Company 
to bid for the fr^chise to operate bus services In Britain's 
former island ooloi^. The new venture will be called New 
World First Holdings and would bid to operate Hong Kong's 
China Motor Bus firanchise afier it expires in August. 1998. 
The venture, 26 per cent owned by FirstGroup, would com- 
pete vrith five otiiers who have responded to a government 
tender to run 88 bus routes on the island. Stagecoach, the 
Perth-based transport group has also bid jointly with the Chi- 
na Motor Bus Co. 

Media Business in bid taiks 

MEDIA Business Group has been approached about a pos- 
siUc bid for the compeoy. “The compaity has been appnsacfaed 
to engage in preliminary discussions which may or may not 
lead to an o%r for the vriiole of the issued share capital of 
the company," Media Business said in a brief statement, 
adding that it would keep shareholders iofonned of devel- 
opments. The company did not give further details. The atm- 
pan/s shares tiiot up 34 per cent on the news, rising 30.5p 
to 132p by the dose of trading. 


COMPANY RESULTS 




T^imev*r£ 

Pr»-ta3c£ 

EPS 

DKridetid 

HrtanlMIF) 

4OAn06 7n4 

3.0m ( 1 .ain) 

iAn.4p) 

0 ssp lOAn 

Vbc Bnv (Pt 

144.Sni 

37 An (»Bn) 

e3L4p(eBam 

14.0P (12 16pi 

111— WMiirg) 

iSannSToi) 

4.107m |4aam) 

.1.44P (0 48m 


Wfetabaafen 

41 OSm (47 Tntil 

1 S9ml-42eni) 

S3PP861M 

1 Op mit 

(FJ-FHI (S-llMn 

TEPsaau uiLBuiunai -DhMndMBapMHaRo 



WHO’S SUING 
WHO 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


A Buckinghamshire-based engineermg 
compaity is suing Llcyds, Bank and Lad- 
brokes for the return of over £S million 
which it daims the compaity’s own finance 
director stole fitmi his employers over an 
ej^t year period, by forging signatures on 

hundreds of cheques. 

The writ issued this week tty Maindec 

. ‘ ^ 




J5UCK5, Saja * 

countant with the company, spent large 
amounts of the money to fund his taste for 

** TTw writ chums tiiat MrRiteman forged 
30 cheque to Ladbroke Racing worth 
£129 OOa and (wer 130 cheque lotalling 
£280500 to Ladbrokes Urnited. in 1 994-96 

alone. . , • . 

Mir Pateman was emplcyed as group ac- 
countant by Maindcc from about 1984 to 
23 September 1996, For the last fi« years 

wifothecompaityMrltonmvra^ 

niw'mnr. 


until his lerignaiioa Mr fateananrqjeatedly 
forged the signature of Roger Timms (a 
Maindec director) on a substantiti oumbCT 
of cheques and paymoit insiructicxis drawn 
on the said bank accounts of the Plaintiff 
oompanKa and wthout lawful authority ab- 
stracted funds in an amount ereeedmg £5 

millirv n " 

The writ goes on to say: “Mr Fateman 
also dishwiestiy made out dheques fidm 
Maindec’s bank accounts to perkuB oon- 
iiected with hiu), again ity repeatedly forg- 
ing Mr Timms’ signature on cheques.'" 

“Rom at least Mait± 1994 be made out 
payments in. a total amomn exceeding 
£150,000 inter alios to his wife (Bronwyn 
I^teman), boo kmaker (I Morris Ltd) and 
another bookmaker (R. Bazell) as well as 
various other parties." 

The saga appears to lave started in Jan- 
uary 1988 whCT Mr Paionan opened bank 
accoinUs with the Jersey Brandi of National 
Wesuiixoster Bank in the nairie of “Midiael 
Fateman trading as Pamell .& Kass" and 


“Michael Fateman trading as Keais Asso- 
ciates.” 

Maindec says that Mr Fateman had ctXD- 
plete control of these accounts, and they 
were opened frith' the sole purpose “to steal 
ny> ney from Maiodec and Computer Sales 
Agency (Vl^weriey) Ltd and thereafter to 
conceal these monies.” 

The writ continues: “Between January 
1988 and January 1997 £5.23 million was 
paid into the Jers^ accounts by Mr Fate- 
man. AD of that money xepreseoted mon- 
ey stolen eitber from Maiodec or ^^hveriey." 

Mr Fateman also withdrew money in 
cash and from the Maindec dollar account 
the writ daims, aU^edly over US$45,000 
between 1994 -96. 

“Mr I^teman concealed bis thefts by de- 
stroying Maindec accounting records and 
tty ineaits of munetous false accenmting en- 
tries wfaiefa be caused to be made in Main- 
dec’s books," the writ says. 

Maindec is daiming that Lktyds alkrwed 
these withdrawals without lawful authori- 


ty, and that Ucyds and Ladbrokes “have 
becMue involved in the aforesaid wrong- 
doing of Mr Pateman." 

Maindec is H^manHing ihe return of all 
funds unlawfiiDy withdrawn by Mr Pateoian. 

Bemie Ecclestone's radng btisness Fbr- 
muk Cfoe Adminiaiatioa is being sued for 
around US$200,000 in lost advertisii^ rev- 
enue tty MTV a French language TV 
station based in Beirul 

MTVsal, vriiicfa kowned by Murrme- 
visiOD. has no connection with the better 
known pop video TV channel MTV. 

MTV &aJL daims h signed a contract on 
2 March 1998 to broadcast aU the Formu- 
la One Grand Prix car races of 1998 in the 
Ld»non in the French language. The 

Beirut statinn Stared .«a‘ g 7 ttn g eftnir art s 

with its own sponsors and advertiseisL 
The after the contract was s^ed. 
'Roimula One Administration cancelled 
the contract, saying that hhad aheadygrant- 
ed cxdusive hoadcasting li^ts for the races 


to another coDopBity. MTV sjlI. has lodged 
a writ in the High (Curtin Tx>ndon against 
MrEcdestone’s compaity, daiming “dam- 
ages for bicacb of contract, n^ligent mis- 
represenlation. negligent misstatement and 
for malicious falsehood." It is understood 
that MTV g-a i is Pl.*iifning rtnmgg i^ equal 
to its forecast advertising earnings for the 
1998 season, whidi would have bera arouixl 
US$200,000. 

Lastly, I must mention Mattel of the US, 
tile maker of the Barbie and Ken H nlk , 
which is suing the Britisb men's magarinn 
FHM over photos of the dolls which the 
mag ran recentty to Dlustiatc an aitide on 
sex. 

The pictUFes showed the diOdren’s toys 
engaged in “improper, sexually exptidi and 
ofiensive poations," accordii^ to Mattel 

Theconqaityfileda lawsuitinLosAn- 
geles in order, it said, to protect Barbie from 
being “associated with aitylhing obscetK. 
^ordistastefor. 
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Takeover bid talk boosts C&W as gossips di^ in 


TAKING STOCK 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


TELECOM groups Cable 
and Wireless and Orange 
survived a blue-chip somer- 
sault which killed what» at 
one time, seemed likely to be 
to another record-breaJdog 
run. 

Ibkeover gossips dialled 
into Cable; Oran^ contin- 
ued to enjoy Thursday’s up- 
beat trading statement and 
renewed speculation about 
British Aerospace's 21.1 per 
cent shareholding. 

Cable shares climbed 25p 
to TOO, a closing peak, in bri^ 
t rading- Optimistic talk of an 
800p a share offer otehes- 
trated by Lazard Frerea, the 
merchant bank, was behind 
the actMty. 

The felecQins group was 
said to be in the sights of 
Continental interests; 
Deutsche Ihlekom and 
Ranee Thtecom, operating in 
tandem, were identified as 
the most likely predators. 

Rumours have often 
swirled around Cable. It is 
believed to have held talks 


wi^ a Qumber of 'overseas 
group and on at least one oc- 
casion got round the negoti- 
ating with BT. If Cable did 
attract a bid it could prompt 
BT, still seekizig a deal after 
the American MCI group 
got away, to mount a counter 
strike. 

Orange, up 2Ip at 381p, 
felt the warmth of analytical 
upgrades. But that BAe 
Stake, wludi lo^ would sug- 
gest must be shortly on the 
move, was an important 
influence. It is a peripheral 
interest of BAe and a tan- 
talising attraction to a 
veritable networic of com- 
munication groups. 

Colt TeiecoiB, a takeover 
candidate for mudi of its 
short-quoted life, jumped 
72.5pto l,502Jp. 

At one time Fbotsie was 
up 46.4 points. By mid- 
afternoon it was off 36.7, 
closing down 12J at S,782J. 
Supporting indices, once 
again, blissfully ignored the 
discomfort of their peers. 


The mid esqt index gained 
20.7toa5,3^.6 peak and the 
small cap indicator also went 
to a new high, op 18.5 to 
2,554.9. 

Britisfa Airway's fell 25.5p 
to S74p after cfttifirming it 
was coosidering a proposal 
firom National Express for a 
joint bid to nm the Eurostar 
rail service. NE advanced 

65p-to 7Sl.Sp. Its year's re- 
sults are due next week; 
around £81m is expected, 
up from £63.9m. Rail track 
was another on the right 
line, up 31p to 971p on its 
possible channel ^ link 
invobemenL 

Ahead of next week’s 
maiden results Diageo fell 
23p to 67Sp. The interna- 
tional spirits giant held ^at 
was regarded as a cautious in- 
vestment presentation in 
New Yoric on Thursday. 
Great ITnirarsal Stores shad- 
ed ll.Sp to 773.5p after an 
S831m bid for the shares it 
did not owQ in Metronail, a 
US information company. 


BAe and RoUs-Koyce 
climbed on the lifting of the 
ceilings on foreign owi^ 
shares to 49 J per cent RDUs 
scored the biggest percentage 
gain, 1 ^ 6Jp to 275p;,BAe 
rose 16p to l,9Slp. 

EleBMntis, the dicmical 
group which used to be 
called' Harrfeons &. Cro»> 

Share Spotlight 

stBR pice, peace 
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field, led the small cap 
progress, improving S.5p to 
124.5p. The pub chain 
GreenaDs stirred 28.Sp high- 
er to 47C^ and V9H Sndth, fer 
sokatgiatbe doldrums, rose 
31^p to 541p, highest for 
more timn five years. 

Bid action was evident on 
the underca^. Media Busi- 
ness gained ^.5p to 13^ af- 
ter. saying it was in talks 
could lead to a bid;' 
LoDdon & Metropolitan, ' a 
proper^ gro^. gained 2.5p 
to 12.25p as Grantdiestor 
appeared with u £6.3m 
agreed sbm exdiange offer. 

The - toy maker Hoinhy 
was su^ended for mo^ of 
the sessioa after <dimbiDg 
82p to 282.Sp at one time. 
'&admg resumed at 257 Jp, 
up S7p on the day when the 
company said it was not 
talking *Svith any party” 
about a takeover or sale. 
There were early su^es- 
tions that large Investors 
bad been approached with a 
300p-a-share offer. 


' Oriel, the insurance 
group, edged ahead 2.5p to 
95p after it disdosed talks 
were on wfaidt could le^ to- 
bids for all-oi parts of the 
businesg. A '6 per cent stake 
changed bands recently. 

Rage, the computer 
games group, rosa 3.^p to 
, 14.^p in a renmtimblc 27.1 
mlUion turnoyei; 'it cob- 
firmed. a.deal tb' produce a 
new. game 'for' the Sony 
'Playstation. 

Limit^ the, the Lloyd's 
insurance group, held . at 
17$.5p after a George Soros 
trust said it had sold S.6 mil- 
lion .sharesat 179p. 

Worries about British 
■Biofeeh, following Thurs- 
day’s suspension of Dr An- 
drew MUlar, director of. 
eiinieai research, cbntiDued 
to damage the shares, off a 
further 1.5p to 68.5p. . 

'Vhrity, with a w^r thin 
sound system jumped 7.2Sp 
to a 86.5p peak bn.hopes'of 
more liceoeing agreements 
are about to be clinched. 


takeover candidate, finned to 
12pns stones strengtiieiied it 
could he thie vehicle Ibr the 
tnm otMIdiati AsficcDfl^ a CMk- 
tioverslal boaBOSsman. 'Who 
Detied£tS4m when his ADTse- 
finT ty fftoop was taken oven 
Dev Pritchardr fbundm- of the 
Thkareunrstog homes chain, is 
said to be pr^ared to sdl his 
29 per Carlisle cent stoke. Mr 

' Ashcroft coohl be wmking with 
'feoyBecej; oBhie Arrow to rfr 

verse a recruitnient botiness 
into Cartlsle where entrepre- 
uenr Nigel '^ay is diaini^ 

; lutrignSiig ' devclopmenta at 
. lferiaJBe, -tbe fond manager 
. whidi h^ attoacted two new 
shardioldafe. \ntih EldS 
ito} sitting on 25.47 per cent 
and Derwent, thought to be re-- 
toted to Monaco-based David 
Rpwland,oii IdJRIpwc^die 
Eagfetstoi^ company 'investr 
iiiettt trust disetosed it .had 
Ufted its interest to 27 pa* 
omit Hiere is talk D er w en t 
wants to go 29 per cent FhiUc^ 
vdlh£2m cadt is capitalised at . 
£6mat255p.. 
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Jim Slater, Terry Smith and Alvan Hall are just some . 
of theqaeakexs atThe 1998 Private Invesmis Conference. 
Sponsored by Charles Sdiwsb, ajid supported by Bfobmbetg 
Money, this unique event is on Sacunlay 25th April 1996. 
Tickets start at only £15, but plac» are limited 
Call 0870 606 4444 for details, quoting reL IN 150. 
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The lesson from the undcirclass 



Place: Oxford 

On the estate nick- 
panned the crty of 
screaming tyres' 
because of its 
teenage joyriders, 
the residents could 
teach Gordon 
Brown a lesson in 
social investment 


ITS A. dai^eEous thii^ irony. 1 was 
in the act of transferriag money to 
my pocket to leave my wallet s^e- 
ly inside the bouse.“I think youH be 
^ canyir^ money throt^ the 
streets. Daylight mugging isn’t that 
common here,*' said Jim Hewitt (of 
v4iom inore shortly;. I looked at him 
and realised he was genify pulling 
nw leg. 

I was disposed to believe the 
worst. As I parked my car I noted 
the ominous broken glass by the 
roadside. This may have been Ox- 
ford, the city of the dreaming spires, 
but I was on the peripheral housing 
estate of Blacld)ird Leys, which was 
dubbed the city of the screaming 
tyres when it briefly became the 
Brands Hatch of teenage car thieves 
at the beginning of the decade. 
(There are traffic calming humps 
everywhere now.) 

In fact [be ^ass fragments by my 
ancient Volvo were not the product 
of some delinquent radio-snatcher 
but the aftermaihof avisit by an Ox- 
ford City CouacQ von which bad 
backed into the front of a car be- 
longing to a residenL 

Blackbird Leys, de^ite its splen- 
did^' bucolic name, is one of the ‘*20 
most deprived pans of the country” 
whkh GOTdon Biowd is supposed to 
be taigeiiiig in the budget next week 
as part of New Labour's New Deal 
driW against poverty. It did not ap- 
pear so in the early spring suiishiiie. 

If the 30-year-old houses were 
not exactly neat they were fac from 


unkempt The gardens were under 
coutrol and the cbeiiy trees and win- 
ter jasmine were in blossom. Most 
of the cars were oonsderat^ fes an- 
tique than nune, and all but one had 
wheels and tyres. 

The sodal indicators tell their 
own story. A majority of the house- 
holds here rely on benefit One in 
lOoftbe 14,000 population are sin- 
gle mothers. Dneii^oyment is al- 
most double that of the rest of the 
city - the nearby Con4^ car works 
now cover less than a quarter of the 
ate occupied when the British mo- 
tor industry was at hs peak. Job- 
lessness is particularly high among 
the young. And yet the local people 
don't seem to feel deprived. 

The aforesaid Jim Hewitt who 
is a oommunity woiker employed Ity 
the ecumenu^ church at the cen- 
tre of the estate, seems quite hap- 
py to walk through the streets 
canying the funds of the estate’s self- 
help savings frmd. 

Mrs Jeau Harwood, a ^rightly 
68-year-old who meets at the 
community centre to put a few 
pence into her aooount (she’s sav- 
ing for three or four days bed and 
breakfast at Eastbourne or 
Newquay) says that if she won the 
lottery ^ wouldn't move. Even at 
night Sue MolUngton is happy to 
walk home in the dark without Fear 
when the estate's Spotlight Theatre 
Scboolsession is over. 

Yes. BIadd7ird Lttys has its prob- 
lems. its sbof^ing. transport and 



Stretching their wings: pittyworker and kids at the Dovecote After Sdiooi dub on die Bhuiebird Lqrs e s t a te Photograph: Tom Pllston 


health facilities are grossty inade- 
quate. The nearest bank is an 80p 
return bus ride away. The new ex- 
tension of 1,000 homes has no 
shops at alL The sight of women 

stni g glrn p nn lon g w allre canymg the 

week's topping in bulging carrier 
bags is common. 

But the spirit of enterprise 
among the people we are now told 
to call the undeidass is uplifting. 
Gordon Brown’s plans for more 
cash for such estates comes after a 
Whitehall analysis showing that, al- 
though huge amounts of public 
money are consumed there, most 
of it is passive spenffing such as 
benefit payments. The Chancellor 
now wants to lilt the balance of 
spending there towards creating 
work opportunities and improving 


education and training, lb find out 
bow, be could do worse than take 
a tour of the self-help initiatives of 
Bladcbird Leys. 

It is not just the credit onion, 
whidi now-has 200 adult, and as 
many cfaUdren, savers. (It also lends 
to membeis at just under 13 per cent, 
compared with the 35-50 per cent 
whkh finance companies offer on 
the estate, and the 200 per cent of 
the loan sharks). 

There are, in addition, after- 
school playschemes, parent and 
toddler groups, fomily centres, par- 
enting courses and much els& As 
well as providing services such ac^ 
tivities build the skills and confidence 
of local peopte so tiiat they can go 
on into employment 

Amanda Jobes, a moth^oF four 


vrilo is a key figure in the Dovecote 
After School dub, is, at the age of 
32, about to take up a job at a so- 
pennaiket off the estate. T have dis- 
oovered driUs here 1 didn’t knew 1 
bad managing bank accounts, 
paying wages, authorising spending 
for equipment, oiganiskig events and 
coaic^ for trips.”. ' 

It fe the same at the credit union. 
**We tiiougbt we wm too thick to 
be on a committee,” said the assis- 
tant secretary Liz Seeney, **but now 
here we are using a computer.” 
Jon Hewitt has 80 to trained two 
treasurers who have gone on to get 
related jote, one with the local 
health authority, the other in corn- 


ed new estate 1 meta group of sin- 
gle mothecs m thdr late teens and 
eaity 20s nho get toother twice a 
weeL Their oooversation was' as 
jumbled as the pile of toys in 'the 
mfodle of tlm room whh wfakh half 
a dozen toddlem piatyed. (The es- 
tate's toy Ubraiy co^ 5^ per toy . 
per week.) 

The taitiL was of strai^tening 
hair by blow-dr^ng,'Of how.GFs 
never listen to what th^ say,::of 
what they wiU do whim the gov- 
eniment cuts benfefifs- to ' force 


' Without the. group 
live lives of isolati^ S^tth^ Ioh 

gather they have taken the 
towani helf^ dtmznehiest” si^s Tm 
Hewitt^ who sees the solution to the 
estate’spnblaiB in striking the right 
balance between proper parenting 
and economic productivity.' 

Grants from Gordon Brown on 
Uiesd^ to multiply and devek^. 
such initiatives WDuld'be welconM 
*lHit short-term initiatives whidi ex- 
pect results by the end of the year 
or by the next dectioD wraT woik. 
Youean’t change a mindset on wl- 
faie in five years. We need a strate- 
gic appro^ on many fronts - 
chfldcaie, welfare, drug abuse, 
crime.'- New money needs to be 
long-term, and yon have- to cpnsult 
people at the grassrodts more to get 
the ownersfa^ of ordinaiy people.' 
It’s a long job.” 

Hewitt should know. He has 
be en working and living there for 
18 years. At one of the estate’s 
schools, lUsslqy Green, the dep^ 
head Drqthne James came to a simr 
ilar realisation. 

.. ."‘XfrmgmngtoteUtbecluldrea 
it is OK to come from here, then I 
have to live here tpb,” she says. 

' Boosting the self-esteem of bef 
pupQs is the real answer she feela. 
Groups like the Spotlight Theatre 
School do it for some of them; hs 
tap and ballet-dancmg pupils snp-. 
cessfufly audition for stows at tii'e 
London Palladium and a group 
perfonned with C3iff Ridiard and 
'^ra Ijmn in die forecourt of Buck- 
ingham Kdaoe for the V£ Day an- 
oiversaiy recently. 

Bat Miss James is targeting all 
her<ldds. She has developed a pro- . 
^ainme for the school which she 
calls Ea^e Potential. A group of 
lively 12-year-oldis talked me 
throogh their workbooks with gen- 
uine enthusiasm for its sleepoveis 
at school, home-made Outward 
Bound activities and work vritb old 
people. Most mteresting perhaps, 
was the self and group assessments 
shebasbiultih. 

“We found that other people 


ihemouttowoik,ofab5^toheis, 

of the £120aweekfees at:thepri- thrift , ourself said a'lmy 
vatenuiseiy nearby, of how you eke c^ed I>amdL wide-eyed as ff to was 
om £87.90 a week to cover ^ el^ : stiH* sux|»itod ' at the veniicL 

Talking to 
me 







Enqurers rrusr be aged 18 tr aw h arder to sale-juad our cusKvnas, certefei transactions may tacMB untten oorWingilort. fit Ffest Clnact cueiomare a n to n iaiicaly receive m {radnai 

aC2SO ^Drect reserves the n^noecftie to txtenaiaoooiail lor you Rret Dim OBcAtacinias are ateiectWsiatifi. For viilttendaiaib of ovseniceswrte to 

Leeds LS88 Sf. Rra Dreci a a oivewn of Mkland Barit pK:. 1b maniein a quafty service, cans nrey be mvAoied antVor reoewdad UOVDS Cheoua Aocowi are based on 

the Cbssic >tooiait Tl% oas ccnxnse lees w ra per nnriltv BAHCXAra Cbnare Aocoin betafa are based «ri the Baideys Barit AxoaiL Tte ccsis anx»«e leea 

NAT WEST Qietaw Acnuni beub are based cn the Curent nus Aojoiia ihe caste QMXJrise less at m pv month M iaee may vay in the lutua FM Okect %at9fato 

ovenSaftsotCSOis 12.I9SEAR. AB tficnnaiiQn basedanautturtudaueRMRsaf CSSCtbrSaaysarmorepe^mcrthandoorrBCia 15 Jamoy 1998. Member [iSBC 4X)t Cmq> 


why not 
bank for 
free? 


u 

g) 

■o 

to 


Annual current account charges 


Lloyds Cias-sic 


Barclays Bank Account 




First Direct Cheque Account 

EO.OO 


for 24 hour banking call free 

S 0800 24 24 24 


r‘ BE?/ 


Sumame 


Forenamefsl 


■ or complete the coupon and post to: 

I First Direct, FREEPOST, Ueds LS98 2RF 

Mr/Mra/Miss/Ms Or Trtle 

r 

I 

I Pobteode nr i r in nr in in 

^ephono NO □□DDDDDDDDC^ 


UK Address 


B8873 


you don't want to pay... 


„,soffieiie’s no need to. At Fvst Direct, the UK's 
leading 24 hour telephone bank, everyday banking 
transactions are free, even if you’re overdrawn. 
We also give you a £250 overdraft facility free of 
any fees, because we appreciate that from time to 
time you may need a little flexibUtty. 


you don't v/ant a closed bank... 


„.so we’ve never dosed. We are open 24 hoias 
a day, 365 a year. Bank with us by telephone 
and you car\ can from anywhere in the UK at anytime 
for the cost of a local caL Which means no long treks 
to the high stre e t and no queuing erfoer. 


you don't want hassle getting cash... 


«,so we gfrre you the First Direct Card. The allows you to 
withdraw up to £500 adayfttxn more than 13,500 cash machines 
across the UK, toludingtiiose of Midland, it also guaiantees your 
cheques for £1 00 and lets you pay by Switch. Paying in is fost as 
easy ~ at any Mkfrand or direct to us by post. 


you don’t want hassle paying bills... 


..30 we pay bills for you. Sin^ call us, tell us who to pay, 
how much and when. This you can essay orgarese everything 
to suit you best, then forget it - we'B make an the arrangem en ts. 


you don't want poor service... 


...so we make sure you never get ft. Evwy canls answered 
by our friendly and professional Banking Representatives, 
who vrin deal knmediatdy with your day-to-day banking needs. 
And they are supported by specialists ready to he^ with alt of 
your more complex banl^ reqirireinents. 


you don't want to have to shop around. 


...so we make sure you don’t have to. Vbu have acoese to 
a conpr^ienstve range of dfrect banking stfifees. These inchide 
a fee free Visa Card, a range of saving and borrawing opportuitities, 
a no gimmleke home finance service, along with Insurance 
and irayel aervioea too. 


you don't want hassle moving... 


...so we make it sin^ to open an account, transfer 
your salary aid other banking transactions. Ybu’II find that as 
members of the HSBC Grai^, one of the largest banidng and 
financial s er vic e s oiganisatione in the world, we provide the 
best service to our 800,000 orstomers from day one. And 
easy and free to find out mere about 24 hour banking - call now 
on 0800 24 24 24 or complete the cotgron. 


TOMORROW IN THE SEVEN-SECTION 
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BRITAIN AD2000 

Top architects are busy rebuilding our urban 
landscape in time for the millennium. So what will 
the nation look like? Find out In our special report 

PLUS: ' '' 

The beautiful south - more exciiisi?3 recipes 
for the authentic taste of the Riviera 

Cheap laughs - pick up a hilarious free comedy tape 

Decrirniriaiise Cannabis - late;^ information about 
the big campaign protest march 
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Reab Where you have Soane 


A man {q a pink tefloOBt opem tlte door to me. A 
q^iwkpmhe I" " 7 ha^ and l4n allowed into the ro<m 
with all the gold. There it is, in great fat slabs like 
rich boys’ toffee. A neat, round hole in the dndc 
glass of a dis[^ case allows me to poke a focefin- 
' ger in and toudi the fat, buttery surface ofiCTO^ipQ. 
Kfy damp fingerprint &de$ reluctantly.. , 

They are laditf keen cn gold at the ofHig- 

^and. In their museum they have Rcmiaii.ii^QtSk 
twined like bari^^Aigar twists, and Jf^ianese bul- 
lion crafted into yin and yang bars - perhaps in ah 

effort to balance more than the bookSL But Fffl nQt ' 

here for the money. Pve come to thW gz^t w:^ , 
dbwless monvTP^"*' to cash to sati^ iny curiosity 
about its aidiztect, Sir John Soane, who, &bm.l78^ 
^nt 45 years of 1:^ life on the Old Lady of Thre^ 
needle Street R)r him the buQdhig became ‘*tte. 
pride and boast of oiy life". 

He bad otoer pridjm and boas& There is 1& othff 

great creation, the Dulwicb picture gallety, and his 
two hotses, the London honw in IJncxila’s Inn Fldds, 
and the “country” villa, now subsumed into rebur- 
ban Ealing. And there were other fiiends a^ ooor 


From the Bank' of England and Dulwich's picture gallery to a villa tucked 
aw^ in the suburbs of Ealing John Soane left London a rich heritage. 
Andy BuH sets put on the trail of the anchitecL collector and genius 



Soane<themed amble faalf-wsy across London. 


a high, cndly d^enti ovaUhaped hah whti an^ 


had it built in the late 18th centuy. They knocked the 
lot down in the Threnties when the bank site rras rede- 

vdoped, bm had toe decency to T^xnid this room in 


There B a liltie more Soane to « in the other m^ 
Xroom of toe museum, the Thirties rotunda with, m to 
cen to of to loonv a di^kQ^ care of gold iog(» pued 

up IDw profiieroles, or Fbrrero Bodier diocotates. 


Aroond toe room, ate draped fen^e figures, 
caryatids, that he^ to support to domed, gfezed 
roof. Th^ are Soane mi^nals, rescued from toe 
demolidon. 11^ look as though .’ they have a 
w^g^ on liidr'miDds.', ' 

second Stom 90 t is just foAff stpi» aw^ on 
toe- Ceatnil Liii^' it, linociln’s tin Fields, where be 
bou^ three atjaoem houses in the tan, gtey-b ri ek 
terxare, and several decades creaiirig a unique 

fen^homeiu wfaidh to.honre his lemaxkable cal' 

Iection'(rfaitefaci 5 .Iftabouseafipcrefflbteridmess, . 
fictnn toe ftmqzman red ^ the <fining-TOom and 13 > 
laiyj to' the aurfiinia yeHow of .to first-floor draw- 


ing-rooms. Soane createda magical nhision of space 
by pladng mirrors behmd eriiibiis, above bookcases 
and in recesses, and then he packed evsiy nook and 
cranny uoth books, paintings and his vast o^lection 
of architectural firagmmits. 

^fith to ingeoiODS use of great, hinged panels, a 
roOTQ the aze of a lift becomes a picture gallery in 
wfaidi the works of ait are farmed as if on the pages 
cf agiant bode. Andwhat wodes. Hogarth’s 77ie Bake^ 
is beie -- tite tate of a young man’s fen, fiom 

fnheritanmlniiiatflvMi^inMghteaii«n«.Tnann<^ 
tir^ room are no fewer than three Canalettos. 

This wasn’t always a happy home. After his wife 


died prematoreily Soane described it as “toe Man- 
sion of woe”. He had hoped to fund a dynasty of ar- 
chitects, but neither of his sons - George and John 
- was interested. The dissohte George, indeed, 
ndiculedhB&toerhardntectuxeintwo^tofulnews- 
pq>er aitides. Soane believed these were to “death 
blows'* that killed his wife. The SODS scow4 from apor- 

timt in toe first-floor diawii^-room. looking not uih 
like toe Rake in toe series of painting s downstairs. 

My Soane-iospired route west took me dose to 
Hogarth’s country bouse, and I got off toe Tube at 
'nunham Green to make a detour. If you have ever 
driven into London along to A4> and negotiated tot 
landmato of anttxDotwe rniseiy, to Hogarth Round- 
about, you win have passed the house. When Hoga- 
tto bought it in 1749, it was to proride a plaoe of retreat 
fiom London for his last 15 summers. Tbday, despite 
toe feet that four, lanes of traffic blare past its d^, 
a hi^ wail ensures tot the garden, dominated by 
a 400year-old mutony tree, is still an oasis of calm. 

Once, Soane's own country house was just a few 
fields aws^. Tbday it is a grind out throu^ the sub- 
urbs. Soane bought Filshanger Manor in 1800 and 
turned into his viaon of a Regency >dna, eatoncing 
its ydDow brick feqade vrith four toweimg columns 
toi^?ed by eaz)Qtids, ratoer like toe ones holdmg iq> 
to roof of the Bank of EnglandL Eseqx that, here, 
they jiad notoing but dty above them. 

P jfieniiig(»T Marmr has had jts Vp S Awns. Ttig 

grounds are now Faric, a^ until the Sixt- 

ies the house was toe town libr^. But half a dozen 
rooms have been beautifuUy recreated, often with 
reference to watercolours showing ori^nal fiir- 
UBhings. dating ficom 1802. 

The other hnpoang thing about to place is to 
ardied gateway. I'd seen it dozens of tones, long be- 


A sense of space: John Soane boiigfit 
ntshanger Manor, Ealing, in BOO and turned 
it into Ids ^ion of a R^enqr villa 

Photogr^)hs: lohn \foos 


fore Fd heard about Jeton Soane. And to reason for 
that is a littie further down toe gremi, in a Tlurties 

huiMm gthat hftarsthemmMt Palh^.qfuriinB- Thiews 

homenotjuistotoEaliagComediesofto'niiF- 
ties, Rirties and Fffiies, but also to mudi of toe BBCh 
drama and comedy, induding Stepioe and Son and 
Indeed, it still B. And, down to decades, 
if ever a director has wanted an mqxrang gateway to 
ffltn a Rolls Royce purring through they have 
popped next door, to this place. 

The stuto’os are only infiequenlfy open to toe ptto* 
lie, but acfos toe green is a p^ toe Lion, ttoiefa 

has always been toe k>cal for cast and crew. I finished 
my journey here, casting an eye over the pbo- 
t(^ra{tos on toe walls. There was Jack Hawidns, look- 
ing terribly British in naval unifonn, Gina teHmM 
pouting in Dennis Ratei^ and edd man Stq>- 

toe, ^^Ifrid Bramben, leering away. And I noticed 
that he had a look in his eye rather like that of to 
RaJee^ and of Soaae^ dissdhzte son. TVhat a trio. As 
George probably never said, but as Harold Steptoe 
m^t have: 'Tbltvah, do try to behave pFOperbr.” 

Bank of Br^and Museum, Threadneedle Street, open 
Mon-JM 20(on-5pm, admfiee. Sir John Soane’s Mu- 
seum, 13 Lincoln slrm Fields, open TUe-Sat 
first Tuesday each month, 6pm-9pm, admfiee. Hoga- 
rth s House, Great Roeui, opai Tues-FH, Ipmr^jm, 

Sat and Sun l-6pm. adm free. I^ishangerManoi; Mat- 
tack Lane, Ealing, open Tues-Sat lOam-Spm, admfiee. 


llN^IDE USA 




GARDENING SPORT CHELTENHAM RUGBYUNION FOOTBALL 

48hours inLosAngeleS/3 Camelliaseduction/IO Swanbackonglorytrail/15 Who runs the g^e?/l7 Arsenal’s philosophery22 


never fly to Los Angeles on a Tuesday 


We now fly 6 days a week to Los Anfieles, Auckland and Sydney. But not on Tuesdays. For more information call 0500 444 747 


air NEW ZEALAND 









THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY U MARCH P‘»8 

2 ■ 


2/USA 





Manhattan transfers in soft focus 


European cities have had the 
monopoly on romance, but 
now that air feres across the 
Atlantic ans at their 
lowest ever, how about 
New York for the ultimate 
hearthrob? Adam Shaw is 
convinced he made the 
right choice 


Nc«' Ybrk; WtKidy AUcn adores it, Quentin 
Crisp is de\'Qtcd la it. Damon Rui^a ira- 
inortaiised it and Frank Sinatra named it 
twice. Hereyuu can Tall in love, become ro- 
manlicaUy aliacbed lo a Bluomingdaics 
charge card, and lake moonlii horse-drawn 
rides thn^ugh Central PariL 

Wood}' Allen lells this joke: "And, Ufa, 
isch. 1 was depressed. I was ... in aaaly^ 
I. uh, >^*35 suicidal: as a matter of fact, uh, I 
wxMild have killed my'sclf, but 1 was in aoa^- 
sis with a strict Freudian and if you kQl your- 
self ... they make you pay for the sessions 
you m&s.'* WcQ that's bpical New York man- 
ic, aunic ami ironic. 

So it seemed appropriate that tiying to 
arrange a suiprise romantic holiday in New 
Ybrlk for rmself and nq' girlfriend turned out 
lobe tairi\' maiuc and oonuc itself. {Mist, there 
WU.S my concern Uiat Nicolettc might be ar- 
ranging a sutprisc hcncif. and that on the 
appointed day 1 would sers'e her breakfast 
in bed with two tickets to New York beside 


the marmalade, only to find two tickets to 
Botswana resting on my pfllow. 'We might 
then have been on opposite sides of the 
world: she watdung the New Yoric Giants 
while 1 was watching the African hippos. 
There was also the purefy practical problem 
of trying to arrange the trip throu^ travel 
agents who were told diat under no 
cumdaiKli^were they fOTetutn n^cafls; lesc'*' 
the gir&ra'd-answtr. & T had a aei^ .of 
mtilidteddhii!&ed te^hone opi p iia yj o us , 
from upstairs, to agen|^^ha thoi^ht I had 
lo^ my voice. - ‘ 

On the day of the surprise itselt 1 com- 
piled a ayptk crossword puade that she 
would have to solve before discovering 
what the present was or where it was hid- 
deiL But she's no good at solving crosswords 
and, truth be told, Tm not much good at de- 
sigoing them, so in the end I just had to tell 
her where we were goixig. 

There's no shortage of hotels in Man- 
hattan, but I wanted to avoid the chains and 
go for something more individual. The 
Plaza and Waldorf hotels arc great but ex- 
pensive; the E’hramoum and Royalion are 
very different Graia the nonn, but were full, 
so I decided to rent an apartinent from a 
hiend. ThirQr floors up, two streets away fiom 
Tunes Square, the apartment offered a view 
of the Empire State and Chrysler buildings 
and the Hudson river. So we spent our fim 
night in New York nurang jet lag. curled up 
in front of the stunning view, eating Chin^ 
takeaway from those wlute boxes you see in 
HoUywood movies. 

Having our oMTi aportoeat, we were able 
to pretend to be New Yorkets for a week, 
jogging down to the comer to buy bagds for 
breakfast, pickuig up the papers from the 
doormat and becoming best hiendswith the 
doorman dovmsiaiis. Desfnte the city’s 


brashness, we were amazed at how polite 
everyone was. Potholes may sear the streets, 
but you can’t help lookiog k^dly on a place 
problems are turned ro advantage t* 
eg a heating system that is ro archaic tioi 
cracks let escaping steam form romantic 
white douds ririiig above the streets. 

Maiohattaa is roughly the size of 
■Gitfrosey, yet in that small space it crams 
hr more than 30 maj<^r mii«seiinis, faimdzeds 
.c^ lesuiuiants, 43 theatres, scores of com- 
edy vmnes and more bars and ni^t dubs 
thant^possibleWdoutrL Wtfaacatdmient 

flwa nf Tnitlinns — Manhathm Tdan A alnnft 

- there is a fair amount of competition for 
the best events. Fortunately, London 


I had already booked tickets to Bring in Oa 
Noise, ffri^ 01 Da Atfik. This is no otdinaiy 
' top^hat-^and^aSs tap show; what drey call' 

hoo&^ - the bad boy generation meets 
Gene Keily in an arnazmg'daoce show dxw 
die history of black rhythm mnsic. 

Ourfiiri seriousmission was CO book our- 
selves up lor the remaining eveorngs. New' 
York, we reasoned, ts home to Bioadw^, 
and Broadway is borne to the muskaL Tb/^ 
hottest ticket in town is CTiiicq^'* in 
turned out to be too hot for os. to 
tickets. There were plen^ of oc^' 

- though at a price. 

You can expect to £60-£70 for a top- 

price Broadway ticket and £100 if you buy 


' .Quiet a± the heai±^ of the storm: 
Yorfds Betheida fountain, 
pMitral Park 
■ Riotograpb: 

Hose Az^Aurora 



New York weekends; Che tet facts 

Getting there: London-New York is the busiest and most competitive tnternationaJ air 
route in the world, and since tine start of thh year fares have fallen to rhetr lowest wv 
fn real terms. Ac present the best deals are on Air fndia (daily from Heathrow to JFK), 
sdllng through discount agents for £I60-£I^ recunL Fares on other animes cost only a 
few pounds more. 


New York wee h en ds ; the even foster facts 

The world’s only supenontc wrerafe has been flying the north Atlancic for 22 years. When 
the first US-bound Concorde took offfromHemhrow, the fare was £61 return. The stand- 
ard British Airways supersonic reoim fare has now risen to dose on £6,000. Yet break- 
ing tile speed of sound to New York can con just a quarter of chat and indude two 
nigbts in a Manhattan hotel 

The reason is that Air France has wen mtm trouble chan BA in filCng seats on its dai- 
ly service to JHC The French airiine is obliged to dbcounc fares hesvi^ by peda^g them 
as pvt of weekend breaks to Manhattan. Before the end oF March, Bridge Travel (01992 
456176} will fly you out, dub class, from your local aoport (Birmin^iam. Edinburgh. Gfas- 
gow London, Mandjester or Southampton) to fWi*. The next ao gm ont , to New York, is 
in economy But the Journey home is in Cmoortie from JFK to Paris, with the last leg hr 
dub. For an this, you pay 0,542. The offer reappears in j(dy and August, when the price 
Inevitably goes up - only by O . 


^ Hmii gh an ageatt. 'fen can gpt theatre Km- 
icNewl&n time Out tnagazme; 
>eekly ia the UK. 7f you tion’r 
f6rafewhours.«ndarem't- 
It wbidi particular shcrw you • 
a half-prids ticket booth in 
Times Square for tickets sold on the day of 
the peifonnance. 

Apart from the b^-oame mnsicais there’s 
Off Broadway and Off-Off Broadway, and 
on this fringe of theatreland we found a real 
gem of a show. Stumbling out (rfacePar bar, 
laden with shopping, we came across Tubes 
bytbeBhieManGroup-musicalmeelsper- 
fbnnance axL At the end of the show we and 
the rest of the audience were wrapped to- 
gether in toilet paper while still sitting in our 
seats -which at least ensures a dose - if not 
altogether romantic - end to the evening. 

ffbetqgtxTund in AodrodoesD'rsuztyou. 
there's the more laid-back charm of the Vil- 
lage. where we listened to soulful \za at 
Sweet Basil wandered round small shops 
bluing band-made cards, and drank coffee 
m smaD corner cafes. And, for a bit of hands- 
on experience, we visited Our Name k Mod 
- a pottery shop where m addition to seO- 
ing professional made pots tb^ allow you 
to make your own cl^ souvenir of a New 
York surprise. 


Adam Sluw is a presenter of BBC2^ 
TfbridnglMnck'iHehasJustpfdrSdiedaboo/c 
with Lorraine Chase, called 'Money 
and How to Make More of It'. 


GREEN CHANNEL: 


EUROBEAT; BUDAPEST 


Leaving the car behind 

This week the Todin programme re- 
ported the astoumting discovery 
that, if you restrict road space, some 
drhxTS will xwitch to public trans- 
port or not make iheir journeys at 
all. At least some tourist attractions 
in Britain are aiming to cut down on 
car-boroc visitors. 

Gibson Mill is a National Trust 
property in West Yorkshire which, at 
the turn of the century, was an 
“enlertaimncnts emporium" 
complete with dance hall and atUcr- 
skalmg rink. The Trust is working to 


provide sustainable visitor foeflioes - 
including catering, lavatories and 
space for information, education and 
onnununiiy use - without using am* 
mains services. *rbc Mill has never 
had imuns services; its puwer is from - 
renewable energy sources - f^xlro- 
electrie, solar and biomass - and a 
1927 turbine is being restored. Dry 
compost larotories utU be installed, 
local spring water supplies will be 
tapped. When refriiblshments arc 
ooffipietc, most visitors wfll be 
obli^d to walk from the entrance to 
the property, a distance of more 


than a oiie. (An esception will be 
made for the less able.) 

Farther south east the Earth 
Centre near Doncaster is promisu^ 
reduced-rate admis^n to anyone 
who can demonstrate that they have 
arrived at the former colliety by 
public transit, or under their own 
steam. 

The drawback is that yon wiU 
have to wmt a year for these 
commendable Yorkslnrc ventures to 


open. 


Sftnon Colder 


Tbe origios of the Budapest ^Tring 
festival wUch continues mitil 29 
March, pre-date the collapse of 
Oiinmunisti, but for troveii^ the 
joy of capitaiism is rimple: if you 
decide tod^ to attend, you can 
bop on the noct plane CHit (if you 
can find a seat) without needing 
a visa. 

For 40 years, though, state 
sponsorship of the arts has done 
the ci 9 proud. The wedding-cake 
State Opera Hoose offers a 
suoqituous centre-piece for the 
festival whose high^is are IDce- 


iy to be the evening^ devo^ to 
the local heroes Zbitan Kbdaly and 
Bela Bartok. 

Amid ail the otBcial events, it 
5 woffo seaiching out some (fajlbcr 
to Fringe festivities. Dotted 
around the Hungarian capital ace 
all manner of anall dubs and com- 
muni^ centres, with bui^ pro- 
grammes of evecything from Jazz 
to Romany mosc. The local list- 
ings ma^zmes, Budqxsr Bfek and 
Budapest Sm, coatam details, 

Tte independent eny to get 
there is to get a dooounted fright 


from Heathrow to Budapest 
(around £200 if you stay over a 
Satuidqr niigbt). Private rooms and 
hotels are readily available and 
d!ieq>. The Foreign Office warned 
this week, however, of ’^late- 
evening overcharging, 

accompanied by threats of vio- 
lence, by certain clubs and bars in 
Budapest”. 

For more infonnation, contact 
the Hungarian National Tborist 
O£5oe, 46 Eaton Place, London 
SWIX SAL (0171-823 1032). 

SC 


No w you can afford to take the 
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whole squad to France this summen 
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Gordon 

Brown: your predecessor as 
chanccUor. Ken Oarkc, has 
air traveUcR for armind 
£l.Aa in 10 .x since he 

introduced Air Passenger 
Duty in 1994. You doubled • 
the tax last Novumbcr-shiee . 
whmi the number of &itidi;. ':i 
travellers flying abroad has 1 
iocieascd. (That visitore td 

the UK have to pty ^0 « 

£20 to leave the countiy is 

another fasue - but the ■ 
consultant Dcloitte and 
Tbuche says the tax detes 
half a million would-bc 
touitfts to &itain.) 

We outbound travellers ' 
must appear so soft'a touch; ^ 
that you are, no doubt, scae^ . . -a 
templed to add yet iMte > 
the cost of air travel in ' - 
Tuesday’s BudgeL I fear that . 
even though the ^>eech takes 
place on St Patrick’s Day, you 
may not stop short of 
inc reasins ^ Ireland 
and elsewhere in Europe. But 
may 1 suggest a compromise, 
as just announced by your 
counterpart in Norway? 

From April the countiy 
will charge a £12 tax for eveiy 
aircraft seat > whether or not 
it is filled. If a passenger 
cannot be found to occupy the 
place (and psy the tax), tte 
airline has to cough up. Other 
governments charge on^ for 
seats that are tilled. Nonva/s 
splendidfy simple measure is 
deognad to cut waste by 
persuading airitnes to match 
the nunfoer of flights more 
dosety to demand. At present, 
a scheduled airtine lhat RDs 
sewn oiit of 10 of its seats b 
doing well: in other words, 
three out of every 10 flints 
world-wide are unoeoessaiy. 

The airimes are squealing 
about added costs, and no - 
doubt fear that the concept 
will ^Tread. But people who 
use charter flights need not 
fear increase feres; these are 
usual^ operated complete^ 
full as we who have endur^ 
the 27-hour Melbourne to 
Manchester charter operated 
by Anstravel know all too 
well 


Frorrr France comes news 

of another tempting tax: on 
holiday brochures. Fed up 
with the enormous waste of 
these glos^ publications, the 
French government has 
started to tax the holiday 
companies that produce them. 
In ^tain, around 140 million 
brochures are produced every 
year - about fiw for every 
foreign holiday. 


Vietnam touches travellers 
for 20,000 dong (about £4; 
for domestic flints - though 
judging by the list of 
escepdoos you'd be unlucky 
to end up p^ing. Neil Tbyiar 
of Regent Holidays in Bristol 
found himself booking a 
client on a domestic flight 
from Danang, when the 
reservations computer came 
up with this list of exclusions: 

"Vietnam government 
leades and accompanying 
persons, official guests of the 
Vietnam Government and 
Communist Party of Arietnam, 
officials and employees of 
embassies, consulates and 
Umted Natfons agencies in 
l^etnam.” 

Don't give up yet; tiie list 
coatinues: "Vietnam’s hero 
mothers, war Invalids of 
Vietnam^ army with 
without aims/' or more 
serious disabiUties, ^letcber 
and wheelchair passengers, 
mfents and children under 1^ 
transt passengers and cabi^ 
crew on duty." 
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See ft hear rt, taste ft - but don^ ■ 
believe ft. Pascal Wyse offers a guide 
to Americans most neurotic city ; 


Why go now? 

Hie stais are condug out at 
in the nin~op to the Oscars, die 
weather has a certaia sani^ to 
it, and prices - both in texins of 
getting there and being there - 
very much “off peai^. 

Beam dovm 

Londcn-lLos Angeles is the sec- 
ond-busiest route across die At- 
lantiCsafterl^ondoii-NewYiric. . 
Five airlines dy non-stop: Air 
New 21ealand, American, 
British Airways, United and 
Virgin Adantiq anodier airing 
Continental, has an aHocation 
of seats on Virgin’s flints. 

Seats are being sold at ab- 
surdly low fares. Bqpect to pay 

.^E2S0-f280 thiou^ discount 
agents for travel between Afdl 
and June. Kyou ace prepa^ 
to change plwes en rout^yoii 
could get there and bade for 
even less. Business dass seats 
are avaflable for £3,000 or less. • 

Check in 

From LAX airport, at the cen- 
tre of LAs west ooast, 

Beadi makes a gbod &st stop 

- given the vast distances de- 

voured by the dty. Many of the ^ 
hotels near the beach spe- 

cial deals with Tnini -van services 
from tile airport, whidi keeps 
the . cost of the trip down to 
around $5 per person. Ihe 

■vCadmac Hotel (310-399 8876) 

’^las eYeiythii^ fr^ fiaurpexson 
dorms to a private suite -from 
$30 double. Spilling straight 
out on to the beach, this clas- 
sic 1930s Art Deco bunding is 
a good taste of tilings to come. 

If you’re kxAang to stay up 
in Hollywood,' head for the 
boulevard of the same-name. 
The Magic Hotel, just off the - 
boulevard at Maims Chinese 
Theater, 7025 Hranklin Avenue 
(213-851 0800) has enonnous 
rooms with kitchens from $50 
for a double. 

Get your bearings 
Greater Los Angeles covers 
some 8 , 000 square miles, so you 
must divide to conquer. Infa- 
mously described as *^72 suburbs 
in semch of a dty”, it has been 
stretched over its desert fonn- 
datxHis fay a network cf freeways 

- and Sretdied'With it is the cai^ • 





obsessed Angelinos’ perc^ 
tion of distanoes. Strictfy speak- 
ing, the "dly” of ^ Ai^ea 
is small; but it is the surround- 
ing districts - Santa Idonica, 
Hollywood, VKjice Beach, Mal- 
ibu, Beverfy Hills - that cany 
mu^ of tbe d^s fame. 

Take a hike (or a bike) 
like much of lAVfemceBeMi 
has a strange doematic farnH- 
larity-a Irving aet tee mii^ witlf 
everything from the odd Hcj- 
fywood I^eod ^ aptrihbSm to 
a colourful cast of extraswalk- 
ing their parrots, sefling dnink- 
en stories 1:7 the dollar or 
performing hard-sell pizza so- 
ld oquies. Amongst the Bo- 
hemian stalls and street art, 
watch out frir the building- 
sized dumbbell i faat signifies 
Musdb Beadi, where wei^^ 
sues are grunted over- by the 
Bt^watdt crcnnl Dqpeindmg 
on vriudi mode of transport yon 
have settled for, you can work 
your way right up the coast 
throu^ Santa Monica and up 
to the millioaaue pads ou Mal^ 
ibu Beach. If you flag along the 
way, pick up a bike (for around 
$10 a d^) from one of the 
rental shops along the way. 

It’s a strai^ journey along 
the coast, but mate suteyou de- 
tour behind tlm beachfront to 
take in \fenice, a few sQt- 

ed canals ronain of the Ital- 
ianate pastiche dreamed up by 
Abbot Kinne in 1905. 

Limdi. on the move 
At the end of the walk, capture 
a fell LA view from the big 
wheel at Santa Monica Her be- 
fore heading inland up Santa 
Monica Boulevard to ^ Sbeet 
Promenade, where you can 
sample everything that’s de 
ri g uei irmCalifojnia’sfadfac- 
Cmy—&xnufem3y meals for one 
fo &t-free mountains. Go to 
yvblfgaag Puck Eiqaess (don’t 
^>eak with your mouth frill), at 
No 1315 for famous cheap 
Anierican grub,'- eqiedaHy the 
Caesar salad 

Saturday marinde 
‘‘IfoDyweird” has loiig di^uised 
its seediness with the glamour 
of the fifan industxy, and those ' 
who are really “on the mone^ 





3 DLK 063 


live in tiie nearby hills, vtith the 
famous big ^te letters. Catdi 
a bos iqi Santa Mcmica Boule- 
vard for Hedlywood (40 min- 
utes) to absorb, the downbeat 
vfoirancy.' Manns Chinese Ihe- 
ater is a perfect jilace to get Into 
the movie business. This enor- 
mous rangma, a gfwn h inariftn of 
fake Buddhist temple and Art 
Deco, opmed In 1927 as a 
gjamoious location for opening 
nighls..Outside. the han^ and 
feet (not to xhention dgars) of 
Holfywood greats are ioqninr- 
ed m fee siirTouiiding doncrete. 
ff you want to get into the un- 
dowear of the st^ peel off fer- 
ther .west to the Lii^rie 
Museum in Ecedericics of Hol- 
lywood (6608 Hollyvfood 
Boulevard) - a proud purple- 
andptnk monument to Wtsrii- 

Yflndow shopfring 
The femous Univeisa] Studios 
tour is a day in itself but Uin- 
veisd Gty%Ik (1000 Usiw- 
sal'Cen^ Drive) provides a 
shorter blast of the same pbs- 
tio-fanta^ feet Consume the 
the preposterous shop facades 
> a 27-ft gorilla, a Chevy 
crashed m mkl aic, neem giiH 

tar of a xmsring giant - xaifeer 
than fee trendy cfetterHiside. 

The sunset burs^ 

can be found at Mels 24hoor 
diner at 8585 Simset Boulevard 


~ a quintessential eateiy; as seen 
in Gecttge Lucas’s American 
Omffiti. Slide into a booth, 
drop a dime into the table-top 
juke-bOK, and order perfection 
inabuigec. 

Night-fife 

Bduod the deceptive^ quiet ex- . 
terior of West Hollywood lie 
-some of lAs most lively and in- 
famous dubs. The ^^jer Rooms 
(bang-out for Johnny D^ 
and the late River FhoeoizX 
8852 Sunset Boulevard, Whisliy 
a Go Go (vriiich opened doors 
for the Doors) andlhider Vks 
(9876 WDshire Boulevard) have 
been a range cd 

codctails since 1955. For a more 

enmpset mffa nf entertainment, 
and some of lAs femous com- 
edy dreoit, try Sunset Strip 
(SoDset Boulevard, eitiier riefe 
of La Qenega Boulevard) and 
eydaall the best of a very Amer- 
ican art form, the billboard. 

Sunday morning: pay your 
l^elpccta 

**They\e great respect for the 
dead in Hollywood,'’ Errol Fly- 
nn once said, “but ime for the 
Irving.” Even in death, in LA 
you just have to be seen in the 
right place wife fee right peo- 
jde. Ibur the tombstone cred- 
its of Chico Mars, Oarit Gable 
. and Flynn himself among fee 
manicured groves of Fbrest 


Ihiin Deluxe & Cruise to JVIanrakesh 

viwrintf-paris. Lake Lucerne 0?ted*Azur,MeiKyrca,MalagaforQraiada:,Cafe ‘ zfbrJeTezandSevHUe,Ca^ 

visinng ^^jf^^ysattfie 4 ^starAliasHotielindudingEurostar,theTramdeGK^ 

thcNostiJgScOrientEjqiress&acriiiscoiiboaititheSwiss-rtiariaigedMSSwitzeriaiid 
Thi.«n«*r(uliourMy mates used 12 from £795 , DEPARTt»E DATE* IW 

1 ffe Train deGrand Vitesse ygD«ii«iM:wtoio(«tandObit>a»d«BBibeiow 

Wedn^20fiiM^,ld98 

Egress. It’s then onwards across the Run<iMie-^pprkesLcmerindde£^ 

Loweroutside£B9S-MiddteoulsM^ 

«agsgas agSi . 

sa.‘».assg a MBM 

. filJiJSRARVlNBluEiF hafcnnqiKai^WPbrluUnKnalkm. 

g.y sg^a a! 

TI^PhMPBlfcMUd.ttttVlfiBAfOLW3B 


[ate Mahore arid onwards to TO 
niyiaBefaimtyatf toCawitit. 
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Lawn Cemedy at 1712 South 
Glendale Aveniie, as satirised 
in Evelyn ^u^’s The Loved 
One. A brief sojourn will give 
you a flavour the ostenta- 
tious clamoiuing for remem- 
brance. .Having gazed at fee 
turf fora while, take in amore 
cosmic view from nearby Grif- 
fith park, home to the Griffiths 
observatory (where James 
Dean was a rebel without a 
cause). 

Bracing brunch 
Canter^ Deli, 419 N lairfez Av- 
enue (213-651 2030) is a 24- 
hour kosher deli and diner, 
wife beautiful sandwiches the 
size of burst mattresses. 

Cultural afternoon down- 
town 

But what do LA’s artists make 
of the place? Duck under- 
ground into the Museum of 
Contemporaiy Art, Califtrmia 
Plaza, 2^ S Grand Avenue, and 
its partner, the Geffen Con- 
temporary, a few bkx5s away at 
152 N Central Avenue (known 
as the Tbmpozaiy Contempo- 
rary, because of hs fledble and 
slightly makeshift warehouse 
bunding). fTiaiTengiTig the mo- 
notony of the sonoundiag fi- 
nancial district, fee building — 
by the Japanese architect Ara- 
talscoaki- displays art from the 
Fbrties to fee present day, in- 


LA; AS FAR 
HOLLYWOOD 
SEES IT 

Billy Urke: “lb survive 
there, you need the ambition 
of a Latin American revolu- 
tionaiy, the ego of a grand 
opera tenor ^ the ptQOscal 

yamma of a COW pOl^.** 

Wialter Wlncheib “A town 
that has to been to be 
drsbeUeved.” 

Joe Frisco: “Tire only town in 
the world where you can 
wake up in the momipg and 
listen to the biztis wMigtiing in 
the trees.” 

Stephen Vinoent B cnc te 
“Of all the Cbrigtbitten 
places in the two hemi- 
spheres, this is the last curiy 
kznk in fee pig's tafl.” 


dudii^ permanent works by 
Jackson Pollodc, Piet Mondri- 
an and Alberto Giacometti. 
The Tbmporaiy is currently 
housiDg fjksziv Aimdue, a fas- 
cmafexg and comprehensive 
survey of post-war art in Los 
Angeles. 

Swing out of town 
In AWdred Piatx, when Joan 
Crawford said “People have to 
drink somewhere; why not 
here?” she was standing at the 
huge, oval bar of fee D^y, the 
engine room of LAs swing- 
dandngseene. On Sund^ ni^ 
at 4500 Los FhUz Boulevard you 
can take on Jumpin Jimes’s 
swing-dance lesson (8pm-9pm) 
and show off your moves to 
bands such as Lee and the 
ftess-OD N^ and Ingrid and 
the Firing Neutrinos. Once in- 
competentiy flat on your bade, 
admire the wooden dome cdl- 
ing, vfeich used to have water 
lutmiEjg down it as an early fhim 
of air-conditiomng. 


Someone to 
watch over 
me: Angelians 
— and their 
city- have a 
hard time 
keeping things 
in proportion 

Photographs: 

^Ivain 

Grandadam 
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CHECK 

OUT 

Aphne 

No coupoo-dipinng, promises 
Atlantic (01293 747230), for its latest 
ri eri- The airline is undercutting the 
fares offered by British Airways in a 
promotion mfe two new^pei^ For 
£183.40 retum. Virgin vriU fly you 
jfrom Gatwidc to Boston Or Heathrow 
to Vtehiegtoo DC. You must book by 
nextTbesdqr, 17 Kfercfa. and complete 
travel by the end of May. 

A boat 

TbefirstvoysgeofP&OStenaUnebe- 
tweea Dover and Calais set sail OQ Tues- 
day. The two largest feny operators on 
the Channel have teamed up because 
of omnpetitioD from fee Tlinnel, wife 
Le Shuttle now taking more than half 
the traffic. 

The new company plans to have a 
feny avaflable for immediate boanfing 
at aU tioMS betweei 8am and mtdolghL 
David Mott, passei^er shipping cor- 
xe^iondem predBcis that 

fares could rise liy 10 per cent in the 
coming year as a result of the merger. 

Atrain 

Upgrade to first dass on Saturday or 
Sunday with Muflaud Mamline OD the 
line linHng Leeds, Sheffield, Deity, 
No ttingham, Leicester and London, 
llang fee “4-ai^'* return fere (£34 for 
four), and each paying an extra £6 each 
way, a group of four could travel first 
class from Sheffield to London and 
hade for£2050 each. CaD 0345 12S67S. 

Aroom 

One Devontiiire Gardens is both the 
address and fee name of Glasgow’s 
most excluave hotel Recents guests 
inchide David Bowie and Sting. The 
weekend ^lecial rate is £125 perni^t 
(double), not including breakfast. 
Reservations: 0141-339 2001. 

A meal 

The best place to start the day at 
Heathrow Airport is the bus-station 
caff, wife a conqilete brcakfea fbr£3S9. 

Adrfnk 

A three-hour driving ban and a fine 
of BF5,000 (£100) is fee penal^ fac- 
ing drhwrs in Bd^um whose alco- 
hol/blood level is in fee 0.05-0.08 per 
cent range. The Bdgian Tourist Of- 
fice warns “Two passes of Belgian lager 
will get you to that limit”. Above 0.08 
per cent fee penalties are disqualifi- 
cation and a heavy fine (up to f&OOO). 

A week from now ... 

... fee francophone world comes to 
Britain with the Smaart *98 travel, 
tourism and cuhme eriiilntkm Bed 
oq^anisations from fee SeycheDes Na- 
tional Tborism Office to Royal Air 
MaxDc. fee eafeibitioa features music, 
feeatre and dancing. It takes place next 
Satuid^, 21 March, at fee TUC Con- 
gress Cratre in Gr^t Russell Street, 
London WCl (IOlSOboo-^). Tickets, 
price £5, are available on the doOT or 
in advance from 0171-978 6846. 

A month from now ... 

... you should make tracks fbr Hdland, 
for Nationa] Museum Weekend (18- 
19 April) when about 450 of the oouD- 
trfs museums are open free or at a 
reduced rate. Netholands ^ard of 
Tburism: 0891 717777 (a premium-rate 
number).' A deal from Euiostar ((E4S 
303030)wiD tate you from London Wi- 
tedoo or Ashford, via Brussels, to any 
station in Hcriland for £84 return. 

A year from now ... 

... Airtours (08701 577775) will take 
you from Manchester to the Maldives 
for £648, with half board at the 
Meeru Iriand Resort. Discos, you 
may be glad to learn, are described 
as “occasiosal”. 
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Prices are per person based on 2 pe^e sharii« and includes return fl'ehts ironi London. All 
Inclusive aocoimnodaiioit tfiport axes and transfins. Ple»e refer to British Aimsys Holtdays 
Worldwide 2nd edition brochure for full list of facilities included. Subject to availability for travel 
between 12th April and 30th lune. For fell deiaib see FTV Teletexr p380 or your travel agent 


For these and ocher great offien plose call: 

0990 224 224 

Mon-Sac 830an-&30piii, Sun 930am-5XX)pfn ^ 








The treasures of 
Tutankhamun in 
Dorset? Yes. as 
good as, complete 
with animal-headed 
gods and realistic 
smells. 

Emma Haughton 
goes tomb raiding 
for a femily visit 



The Britbh Museum, Great 
Susdl Street, Loodoa (0171'636 
1555) hoWs one of flic most 
prehcdsive Egyptiaa ooltetai^ 
outside Cairo, with muminics. 
sculpture, paintutjs, inscribed 
and written documents, metal- 
work, pottery, textiles and jewel* 
leiy. However, development 
work result in some areas 
b^g dosed. Admisaon free! 

smaUduiisefmrsometempormy 

exhibitions* Open 70sw-5p/n, 
Monday to Saturday, 230-6pm 
Sundays. (Closed 10 Aprd, 4 
May, 24^26 December, tJaruiary) 

Mandwster Museum, Univexs- 

ity of . Manchester (0161 
2*^2634). Hho permanent dis- 
plays of Egyptian arteihcts. As 
wdl asje^Deiy and mote mum- 
mies, visitois can see items used 
in ancient Egyptian homes. 
There is a temporary di^Iay of 

Pgypriaii dftf bh»g and mjJlimes. 
Admisdon free* 0pm lOam-Spm, 

Mmdtylo Sahinb^ 

FfCzwtRiam Museum. Cam- 
bridge (01223 332900). The de- 
paitment of antiquities has an 
impressive ccUecdoa of Egypt- 


The Pharaoh of Dorchester 


ianol^'ects, including mummies j 
of young men. 

g pniii children are welcome, 

and baly Slings and harnesses ore 

provid^ pushchairs and prams 

are not aUowed. ftmOy activity 

sheets are available. The mus- 
eum welcomes disabled peo^, 
but suggests Uim; phone in ad- 
vance to ensure a successful 
visit (01223 33290Q/37).^*m^• 

Sion fiee* Open lOamSpniTues- . 
tU^ to Saturday, llS^-Spen on 
Sundays. OosedonGoadl^id^ 1 
open dgein Gtster Monday . 

Ashmolean Museum. Oixfotd 
( 01865 278000). Home to . 
ford Universiv’s worid-fambw.- 

ooUecdott of archaeology, and m ' 

the Egyptian coUection viatois • 
can ga^ at bronze statuses, ob: ' . 
jects of faience, amulets. beadSi 
and pendants. Thcie ace abo^ 
pojnriwg ft , glass vessels, papyriis 
scrolls, canopic Jan from E^pt- 
ian tombs, and mixmmified %• 
ures. A^issitm five. Open . 
lOam. 4 ^ Tuesday to Saturday 
2pm’4fm Sundays. Closed 
garter 10-12AprU, reopens Easter 

Monday 2pm-4pm 

Saroh^ane Whkef^ ' 



A rural county town may seem an un- 
ItkeK' setting for Egyptian treasure, 
but the TuanJehamun exhibition in 
Dorchester. Dorset, oBcis a coinpaa 
ycl fascinating tribute to one of the 
grcaiesi archaeological discoveries 
e%vr made. This exhibition was put 
logL'ther when damage to the origi- 
nal artefacts prompted the Egyptian 
genemment to cease foreign exhibi- 
tions, so it replicates (most faithful- 
!>') the ancient loot that attracted such 
huge crowds in the Seventies. 

The high point is an atmospher- 
ic mock-up of the young king's an- 
techamber and tomb. As you walk 
in. your senses are assailed by herbal 
andls that recall the unguents and 
aromatic oils used In the original 
tomb, and by the voluptuous beau- 
t}' of the treasure it contained. The 
antechamber shows exactly how 
these riches were arranged when 
Howard Carter first broke into it In 
1932; curiously. thQ' seem not so 


much delayed as dumped wherev- 
er there was space, giving the air of 
a musty and forgotten comer of an 
exclusive junk shop. The burial 
chamber itself is dominated by the 
tu^ gold coffin, captured at the mo- 
ment that Carter first opened it up 
to reveal the famous gold ma^ 
covering the bandaged mummy. 

There ore plenty of other exhibits 
and information on rh^ treasure, in- 
cluding Che Rosetta stone and its rale 
in the discovery of the tomb toa fas- 
cinating account of the political 
machinations that rumbled on be- 
hind the throne, and may well have 
led to Thtaokhamun's death by mur- 
der at the tender age of 18 (thou^ 
recent researdi by Professor Robert 
Brier, of Long Island Untveraty, has 
suggested that the boy king suffered 
a long, slow death at the hwds of his 
diief advtser). Beyond the ^une-tin- 
gling atmoi^bere of the tomb itself, 
there's a go^ dose ofyuA factor for 


the idds, induding some rather grue- 
some photos of Tutaokhafflufl's 
mununified remains, and a life-size 
mock-up of his bot^. Having got 
their attention, the surrounding dis- 
plays then get in a bit of educatioa 
by Che back door; covering each stage 
of the 70 days it took to embalm the 
bo<!^ and prepare it for buri^ 

Some of the most spectacular ex- 
hibits are the painstaking replicas of 
the jewellery and other objects that 
aocompanied the Idi^ - the opulent 
solkl gfid coOars, the riidt^ deonated 
pendants and amulets a^ most fa- 
mous of all, the gold mask whidi 

ranw tn qwto mw. thfa mnet l ywnanKff 

of all disooveries for the w\. rid. 

But s peiliaps the rdigjous ^ 
ures - the jackal Anubis, god of em- 
balming: Hathor, the cow-headed 
goddess; and the hawks symbolic of 
the god Horvs - that steal the 
show, thdr eerie and inscratable 
majes^ stQl as potent today as it 


must have been nearly 3,0(X1 years 
ago. 

The visitors 

Lisa Faiets took her three children, 
Ned, seven, Monty, five, and Ardiie, 
two. 

Lisa: rve been to the ezhibitioQ once 
before, and both times Fve tht^- 
oughly enjoyed H. What 1 liked best 
was Imviag all die aromas and the 
noise in the hxnb; it really feels as if 
you're in there. All in all, the al- 
moq^re feels authentic. Fm sure its 
the next best thing to going toEgjpt; 
in fact, it made me feel 1 wanted to 
go and see the real thing for zeys^ 
I could have done whb sereral 
bouts of peace and quiet to take ic ail 
ialfsm^bebetterfornktejrcfalttreo, 
who can read ^ the infoanatibn that^ 
on offer, bat, faavmg said that; T can 
see it's fun the younger ones as 
weU, espedaUy the mummified body 


- althoQ^ iFs not a real mumn^.l^t 
dem’t take the idds unles old 

eixTu^ and brave eaou^ to cope wife 
that, ak>Qg with being spooked by the 
strange sensatioos in the tomb.' 

1 think, if 1 go again, Fll go over 
some (tf tire infommion about Ejgypt 
whb the beys beforehand^ so they are 
better prepared about tM^ like 
a tn mriTT^ ts made. 

Monty: The scariest bit was the 
tomb. It was reaQy dark and ^xioky. 
:It smells horrible^ and tiie music 
scared me. but the rest didn't I liked 
the willy on the mummy, the gold- 
eo chair in the tomb and the pec^le 
widt the stabbers 1 think they're 
called spears. They were goIdeiL I 
liked the person who had a whole 
mask which was an Egyptian he^ 
and I liked the golden 

The ^yptians were people who 
were around a long, lo^g dyne ago. 
bufa mod boua^ and fyiamids, 


and they had flat teeth because 
sand and stones blew into tbeirbread 
from the desert I wonldn't reaDy 
want to live in EgypL hecauae 

rd be dead ty now. 

Mod: Hiked seeing the treasures and 
looldsg at the mask. It was a sort of 
gcriden face vAifa a long blue beard, but 
Fm not sure he looked like that in real 
life. It was ardting to see the mum- 
mified body. His teeth and toes were 
all white where you could see the 
bones stiddi^ out The pretend tomb 
was good, too; It was realbr smelfy. 

I really Uke the Egyptians. They 
Ixy^ in Egypt most of the time and 
liked treasures, and they didn't 
fike ki0iDgaiumds--iD fact ibQ^wDr- 
shipped snadwat and scarab beetles. 

TlitanVhatnnn an Bgy ptiaw Iring 

bat he was onfy 18 when he died. I 
really enjt^cd h at tire eadiibt^^ 
it inade me tiiitik Fd quite like to go 
to Egypt, too. 


Medallion man: detail from 
Ti/tankhamun’s tomb 

Photegra^: Asaom 


The deal 

Getting there: the Thtonkhamun 
Exhibilioa (D1305 269571) is in High 
Street West in Dorchester town 
centre. 

Opening times: daily 930am- 
SJOpm, except for Utr^ days at 
Quikmas. 

Admission: adults £330, children 
(wer fire £2,25. A fainiiy ticket for two 
adults and two children costs £9.95. 
Fadlititt: There is a well stocked 
sIk>p including books covering every 
a^ct of ancient ESVP^^ civiUsa- 

tion and all kinds of 

phernalia, actirities and novelties for 
both rhtiHfrn adultS. 

Access: A camp enables wbeel- 
chaits to itffflttiate two steps; there- 
after the exhibitioin is on the flat 


TEU 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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-Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest 


THOMAS COOK HOLTOAVS OFFER YOQ 

FOaR EXemNQ HOLIDAY OPPORTCINmES IM 




Manjr travel companies tour Egypt. Thomas Cook Holidays are Egypt. 


Our unkiue relationship with Um country has 
lasted for well over a century. 

Thomas Cook HoGdays offer a matchless range 
of holidays with unrivalled experience and 
understaixflng of the region. With surpriamgly low 
prices comes exc^rUorally high qualKy; value and 
customer saBsfacUon. 


bnonate and elegant, the Thomm Cook tUe PlecK 
enjoyi a reputsUon tar uuelKjr, ocMiitart and euUiie. 
Dnigewd and fumbhed wsh hnury h nrind, genetoualy 
pi o peiUcoed. they are M spocioui as they are wochxs. 
Each cabin Is alr-cortdMonad, with Idevisian and 
en-suiie shower aitd w.c. 

Fwalitin en-hoaid indude leattuml. kange, au>-ded«, 
swimming pool and JaemL 


1 n- rsii r Di;-c.ovi sv 


! Oau i ■ Depart London Heathrow sridi EgyptAtr for 
Lmce. On anNol meet ymx tour gidde and Join the 
Thomas Cook MUe Fleet hr the next seven nlgho. 
Heme note the London to Uisor may operate via 

Cabo and could kitmlye a change of alraaft. 

OapZ • Ear^ mombt g salllrv to Qetia. Upon arrfvai 
vistt the Thfi^ oI Denderah. Lunch onboard and sad 
bech to Luxos 

D»Sf 3 - Cress ihe MUe and dnve Id die RWupincnt 
Vhliri* of the Kings. ConUniie onto the Thmple ol 
Qiiesn HaWirpw, tf>e VsUey at the Queens and die 
Colossi of Memnon. AlKmadvcIy, lafw die opuenM 
hat air bebaon irfp and enfoy the speecscvlBr view 
lim the ah. Set laU n die afternoon tor EAl 

Dny d - Etdoy an eifty RunAig horse di8«n carriage 
ride lo die Tcxiipte of Homs. Q uuOia ie sailing far Kom 
Ombo end \lslt rs ImpRssIve tempfe ov ei faoking the 
fSe. Evening sadhig to Aswan. 

Day 5 • Momhig at tefaixe to explore Asemt. Periisps 
take die optfanal trip to Abu Shiibel to view the 
temples of Ramesaes R. Folfasrlng hneh enjoy a 
leisurely mb on a fatucca to Khehcnet Island. 

Dm a - VbU die Aswan High Dam. Tfanple of nulee. 
Ccacdie quarries and unflnMied ObeRak. Aftcmeen 
sailing M Esna. 

Oag 7-Eariytnofiilng SBlfeig foe Luxor. VUt die 
lAegnifleem temples of Kamak and Luxoi; with die 
avsnie of S^ddnx «id die two etXRsks of Owen 
HatshepuL Oven u ghiln Ltowc. 

D^r d ■ Depan thh momkig on yw EgyptAh night 
bom Luxor to London HeadsOK Please note die 
Condon to Lunar may operate via Calm and 
could nvoive a change of ahcrA 


Departure Oates: Prlcca: 

A|uD8‘ £655 

April 20, Z7 £595 

.hme J, A22.29 £565 

Ji4y 6, 13, 20. 29 £595 

September?. 14.21 £645 

Oetobtf 5, 12. 19.26 £695 

Ami we pe pmen bard bad M M dwtoB ta a lv«i ate 
ginpe emstws^O SSOpw ynsok 
AB prtCB odtocl to aHdabddy 

Akm BvwUhlc OB reou«M hr <aWn lesrBte wdiM md 

rpctanelMa. 

Mee enltea: scMiied ntfti. bS bood iwsb aftmwaB 

tr«tixtaidmaxpartrtlrp te mg ir i m > « .ei [ptetiv ea 
eixintd M hncrsry • wdh M avwreneel EetpMP giiadc.' 
Oar aBiM BbeUng ng u amix lOM (a eepv U h 
oa requcHl tom iRdy to ad boohinip 

Itoen faMiaihe w« tetM to toanoe and nav be <e«r«ded 
n • aeniee ocqaeoMl erdw to iwi tewn. 

NB * TIBS dnewMopriM Sal totals mtateBmrws. 

n eoi r te lor piow det i di. 


mTrl :v 





Hi 


8 DAY 
CROISE 
FROM 
£585 


puts otber koGd^ in die shade 


5 DAYS 

IM 

CAIRO 

FROM 

£375 


8 DAYS 

m 

LdXOR 

FROM 

£399 



8 DAYS 
AT THE 
RED 
SEA 
FROM 
£425 


Pleade send me a ctyv of the Thomas Cook HoSdays Egypt brochure for 199$. 


Name: Mi/Mrs/Mfas/Ms: . 


jjQMASCOt’IK 
\ iOl iDX-iS 


5* NILE CRUISE F/B INCLEXCURSiONSfrOTS' 

'’iaSrifaiteSSSr’r*’'''' 

•*™*^™" 'PACKAGBfrorii £289 


3NT 2* PACKAGES frwn £269 

’ 3NT5*)>ACKAGES from £299 ■ 

URfdHiu«6u«i66eieBtiaiBH ~'.^a_Oi 

O^Tf 8|0i't.9ai3 

fWtiiiinmMiireaidTiu ■' - 



tours for *8 to 30 somethkis 

a day Easendnl Esypt >4/3 C299 
8 dq> Sun *»* Fun 3l/3 only £319 
ISdqr Egyptian AdvunCur«24/3a21/4£499 
15 day Felucca Safltrak 3T/3 0 12/8 £37f 
IS day Egypt Encuunter 7/d £ 21/* 6439 

370 4555 U 

mud resto p Ofci mrt a ipdm r om Ls 


Egypt DIRECT 

7 nights 4nfr NOe Crolse cn 
06 A 13 Jtdy 1998 bn £399 

3 nights Catra*m +7 0^18 NOeC^ulM 
03 & 10 July 1998 «txa SE49 

Gaiio Vlfeekead Breaks &cb £379 


0181422 9966 

ABnVSH* ADO /n.B9B 


Conre & 
Cruise The Nile 

•7aaMk«mlae 

•FeHhted 

^AIIcxonniBQi 

Won tA99 pa pcBoe 
CnaBSALtod^ae 

01353 777950 


IW poa to Thotw Cook HoMqyfc Freepoa ireiOSS). TO Bm 300 . Ptootoocsirfi. I«^ 


' Rmmct lapi/'/wwBiJd u hmaKotorfBei 
llw Ihoowi CoSi Orem Ltd- 
nOPt 1604 nZOL SB 


WOmnWIOS CRUtSB Fraa M 

«*i loiTt m gram edbR. cm dw 
wmaita met 44S owB. 


Travel 

advertising 


continues 


on page 6. 
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EXODUS 

* ■ ^ re* Dlffwrtmt HaUamr 


S Leaders In small group wallang k discovesy hoHd^r^ bUnp adventitres ^ 
t. k ovextand expeditions worldtwWe g 

3 9 Whfr Roatt london SVVT2 M.T. 0T81 673 0899. http://WvmU9odiBinvekxojjk I 




l^dgUfMr 


Crc-thjr*. Line* 0S.:i iillSi 



J<^ftNEY 

>LATfJiK. 

AMERICA 

Escorted Grioups 
& Bespoke tours 
0161 7478315 
0161 8321441 

H la Ww i n * cA 


) INDIAN i 




j This Summer Enjoy I 

Trekking • Jeep Safaris 
Motorcycling • Cycling 
Yoga • Wild Flowers 
Geological Tours 

1 Explore Himachal, Ladakh f 
J & Zanskar with;- r 

JHiiimmFOLmYsi 

iTel: 01323 422213 / 

chaiKlertal.t(ittrs@btteneLconi J.| 


creuNc AND nmuoNe hoktes 
faBavnta £ Tba Blaek ftmt 


the himalaya 

0171 639 0484 


Aw brachua 0lS68 78U0D 
AfrcLATOLsagy 

SlWfaMT^ HniUHr FTpmtwce. 
taQjww S iht CWMia*. otn 

w&wsass.. 

yrfthetfa dmiBi«SrS5Sw 

“2**^ warn bhndly 
>*vWi..Wa kragfanalctihlna. 
?y*y»fa9 vtangtd for you. 

SSSigr'"®®*’™"*™- 


a small group ■ 
adventure! 


» WUd^S^ais eUddca^B^e^aem 
* SttUmgAdBoitims •Jw^Bgilamien 
» Qt&s^lium^ • Wiidltrtiea Bferience 
Prrmtr 100 fogr ateur braekure cmU 

01252 344161 

PieaserjmeeR^KKoeSI 

BobTe^ddeUe 
dfabalw CUtl tux 


CYCLING down culei oountnr 
fanoi Juxt anoci^ aiaiLlaa to 

*nk op an appeUK lor me nod 

sss5Sr' ""'»“ 


To advertise in the 
Travel Section please 
call 0171 293 2219. 
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I RED CHANNE L 

Travel ahriGi on Enpl '* evert of an acddeit or emergen^, 

...fram the Foreign Office moScalfacSflesarelhHlBd. . 

lnan^incidertnearliiM)ron17 (Foreign OfflnTravrtA(Mceilni, 


n>r!d«ide 


!• A'isS 

! k 

I liins* 
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ai ■' 


jj y ! \’.;v 

9 wfiiiJi' 



November 1997 , gunmen HM 58 0171 ^ 2384 ! 

iDUists, bickidlng sbc BriSsh - hO|c//wwwJ 

nationalsi. CeefaconBi 

Since 1992 extremisis have 
ccmductedacamp^c^violBncs ...frontlw 

againrtttwEgntiangovernrnert, Forthepart: 

mainly In Ihepib^ces of Minya exbemistgn: 

and Asslrt(^’^brt<Nem Cairo destabBsetf 
and Uixn) but with sporartc attactedtam 

adaclQ in olher areas. Most of Egypttanpoll 

these incidents have been directed andtourists. 
at the poli^ or were sectarian in haveoccum 

nature. pnrrincesof 

In Aprfligge gunmen IdUed 18 andOena.*n 

Greef(tourfstshGairo.On 18 attackInCab 

Septrtnber 1997 . two men. acthg InSeptembe 
atone. fdHed 10 people, malniy touristswere 

I German tourirts. also in Cairo. InNovember 

i Seethe lioox incident extremist majoratlack 

I groups have threatened fufthar LuxortaUpp 

' atiads aga^lDurist^ these touristswere 

I threats should be taten seriously, thealtackso 

I Visitors to efl parts of Egypt are authorffieshr 

advised to be vigilant, and to measuresto 

' laapectariy advice from the local EgypLNever 

I sebulfy audnriUes. forterrorista 

I Vtrttore are advised to Bxeirtse Amaricanrtli 

I great caution when vIsWng the fSe cauttondvm 

\reiley south of and includinaMnva Becausethe 
Province. moreactivai 

Locai driving conditions end poor govemateso 

I vehide rretotenance make road and Qena (n( 

I travel outside the main cilles ' these areas r 

I hazardous, espe^fy at rdght. In the graaterrirtL 

iQOmiles^ .. .. 8 teid/<>>ya^ 


0171-2384503 or 
httpV/wwwJco.gOTOik or see 
Ceefax on BBG2, p470 onwards] 

... hvn tIwUS SbtoOeparlnifrt 
Forthepart several years. Egyptian 
extremist grtHtoSSeeklng to . 
destabBse ths government have 
attacked targets in Egypt, incfudtng 
Egyptian poOce, secu% Qfflcials 
and tourists. Most of drese aflacks' 
have occumd to the Nile Vaky 
prevtoCBS of Mitiya, Asrtut, S(^ 
and tiena. Itiere was one major 
attack In Cairo in 1 996, and another 
In Septemberl 997, in which 
tortists woe targeted and Wed. 

In November 1997, there was a 
trajor attack at a tourist sBb near 
Luxor to Upper Egnit. to which 56 
tourists were Hned. As a result of 
the attacks ontourtrts. EgypOan 
authorffies have enhanced secutfiy 
measures to protect tourists in 
Egypt Nevertheless, the prtenlial 
forterroristattacks exists, and 
Arnattoan dttzens rtrould exercise 
caution ttvoughout EgypL 
Because the extremists have been 
more acttvain the NHe VaB^ 
govematesof Minya, Assiut. Sohq. 
and Dene (north of Qena Cky), 
these areas shook] be consideted a 


Yes» I trust these 
men to sell me 
a Pyramid 

The massacre In Luxor last year, in whidi 58 tourists 
di^, was a disaster for Egypt’s tourist industry. But as 
Douglas Hurd writes, the impressive security that now 
surrounds some of the most glorious sights in the world 
should encourage people to visit th^ — and soon, . 
before the Sphinx, the Pyramids and the V^leys of the 
Kings and the Queens are once more heaving 
wrth crowds of tourists 





Slowly down the Nile: security is now tight but visitors miss the former laidback charm 


...XPCJICO 


f.^r. . >■ ■ 
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"HeUo, Mr Hurd We’re from 
Witoey.” 

■ '^’When did you book thfa 
holiday?” 

'*Just a or two after tbe 
tdrioi^ rtiootings. Wb ihougfat 
that Lusot would now be one 
of the safest places ID the world 
to take a boEday.” 

In the spring sunshine, ex> 
ploriag the Valley of the 
Queens, astounded once again 
t^the ht^ pillars at Kainak, 
and' waddng the elegant, emp- 
ty corridors of the TlVuiter 
Palace HckdLit was hardlo 
agree with my former coo-, 
stitueots. J was there with an 
American and an Italian col- 
league to look at the security 
precautions winch rite Egyp- 
tians put in place after the 
shooting of tourists in Luxor 
last Novembw. We visited the 
three sites that attract. the 
grea^ n^ber of tourists: tbe ' 
Fyiranuds'and the Sphinx; the 
Egyptian museum in Cairo, - 
and Luxor. We can say notii- 
mg about other sites, and of 
course.no one can guaiantee - 
S^^feiy at any site, but we were 
imprest by the tiioFOUg^hness 
of the Egyptian reaetkm to that 
disaster.. 

l^estdent Mubarak at once 
his minister of the in- 
terior, the governor of Liuor; 
and others whom he held re- 
spozisiZrie ibr the security 
ure last Noventiier. New, brisk, 


serious men have been in^ 
stalled in tbeir place. Eadi of 
the sites now bas a secority 
plan including control of ac- 
cess, complet^ new systems 
of patroDing, unity of com- 
mand and w>TTHTnini ff«t tnn»^ 
and new attention to tbe qual- 
ity and training of the securi- 
ty foro^ 

At first the remaining 
touriss complained tiiat the se- 
curity p r e s e nce was too oj> 
prB8sivc.So the sharp-shooters 
havebemt remored firom'obvi- 
onspoeitioas, and you have lo 
look carefoDy at ^ hillsides to 
^pot them and the smaO tents 
vriiidi are their homes. It is re- 
assuring rather than alaaming to 
see camel patrols of armed po- 
lice moving in line among tbe 

dunes behinil the Pyraxoids. 

It a strange experience 
to be IxioSedm one ear by a la^ 
arcbaeolc^jst rtxiut tbe latest 
tfiscoveries, and shnolUDcona- 
^ la the olher earhy the police 
genera] about his security plan. 
"Wt vrare struck by how reacty 
the Egyptians vrere to receive 
ideas outside. 

Ino o r r yyttotiie aewnno- 
ister of the Interior, we em- 
phasised abovenll the need for 
con^ency. It is one thing to 
have in place new tystems and 
new nun to execute them. It is 
arotber to mamtam those sys- 
rems and timse naen in fuD ef- 
fectiveness after six or . 12 


nmotls without further mcktenL 
Staleness leads to rtackness, to 
the cutting of corners, to a 
lapse back into the dozy w^ 
of the past 

The Egyptians have made an 
impressive efibit Tb^ know 
that tb^ have to regain confi- 
dence in the security of tbe main 
tourist attractions if tb^ are to 
save tbe livelihoods of tbe thou- 
sands of Egyptians whose jobs 
depei>d on riatots. 

At tbe moment Luxor is an 
amazingty attractive plaice to vs- 
it, without crowds, without 
noise. Tlie Egyptians hope that 
tbe crowds wfil returiL Their 
success wOl dq>ead otn constant 
testing and supervirion of tbe 
men and methods new in ptooe. 

The second Britirti couple 1 
met m Luxor came from Leeds. 
This was tbe fifth viatvtiudi tbe 
mother had made to what she 
considers the most extraordi- 
naly si^t in the world. 

^’Now St last 1 undeistaDd 
what Mum's been going on 
about all these years,” said the 
daughter. 

That is the reaction ^cb 
the Egyptians hope for. They 
deserve luck, and will above all 
need pezristeoce to keep it 
that way. . 

UirdHurdeaformerJbmffi see- 
retary, end wosMP for East Ox- 
fordshire, andlmerWim^fiom 
3974ioJ997. 








Tht mspifationd accompanied 

jouirt$tys ihroygh 

from £349 to G;193 


TEL 01306 885923 
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RALES 

•^Workkvide^ 

TThe Experience 


legacy of t£ePhaiDahs...t}imaRjuscpBnof 
we are noud to cal! Bale^ 

Siooe 1962, we hare aooonqimicd email 
gOM^ of KkeHninded individuals m diare our 
pssnen &r oareL Our haod-pidK(J iocil guides 
wiD eesure that yon your apaknee to the 

full by bm^n^ to life the veiy faoiie of &ype. 
Indeed, if you widv we cm taibraake your trip 
oaetb to your ^)edficiD(Xi. 

AH our journeys indude in rite price 
. WafKfa c. 'i f seS eA i feg fl^ta. cxcuajons, and 
most mmls. So (or ibe full aoty of Beks' E^pc 
eaU and lequesc our new %y^ beodiuR fb^& 

Is The Difference 
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THS INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY M MARCH 

& ■ 


6/SKIING 


There's more to skiing 
than screaming down the 
black runs and scaring the 
life out of your nearest 
and dearest David Bowen 
took a gentler route 
across country - and . 
found a few natural 
bonuses along the way 


The ibex is a strange beast, with great, curv- 
ing horns almost as long as its stumpy legs. 
Though it was on a ledge on the mount- 
mnade opposite, and we had no bin- 
oculars, there was no mistakmg Chose 
horns. We tramped back through the for- 
est, foUowiag a path trodden in the snow 
by some mnnia« who were dimbing frozen 
waterfalls farther up the vall^. We passed 
a couple of elderly locals, the first people 
we had seen for an hour. Th^ lent us their 
binoculars and, yes, there was the ibex with 
its horns. Funi^ looking things, ibexes. 

Thft funnier thing was that we were SU|> 

posed to be on a skung holiday. 

We were indeed on a skiing holid^ - 
but not the sort where wc and 1,000 others 
went up a mountain slowly and came 
down fr &sL This was ctDSSKX)iuitiy skung, 
the gentle cousin of downhill. 

One of its advantages is that you can, 
if yon want, take affyour skis and go ibex- 
spotting instead. No pressure, no lift 
queues- and shoes that are Dx>re like comfy 
trainers than Neil Annstiong's number 12s. 

Cfoss-countiy skimg is Che angina] fonn 
of skung - indeed, it was the only form ua- 
di some plud^ Brits biult the first sld lifts 
100yeatsorsoagp;.Ithasmai9aaiiies:otoss- 
c$3imtrf^langbufyski fond and ■•’heccm 
Itafy - sci noniuo. In some f^oes it is sdU 



The flat of the land 


just a way of getting about, but in Itafy it has 
developed into a sport with at least some 
of the trappings of the downhill jobt^. 

Wb were staying in Cogae, in the Aosta 
Valley - not much known among downhfll 
skiers (though there is a caUe car, and some 
of the emptiest pistes in Christeadom), but 
a great centre for cross-oountiy sldn^ The 
day after we left, skiers were to take 

part m the Marda Gran ^radiso, a 4S-km 
slog to the ends of three valleys, then bade 
to the centre. The ski trails were haidfy 
crowded, but most of the people we did see 
were in full, lycra-clad trainiag mode, hfy 
wife and I felt like a couple of Morris Mi- 
nors that had strayed on to a practice ses- 
sion at SUverstone - but the T^rraris were 
good humoured, hopping out of the pre- 
pared tracks and wfaoosl^g past us with- 


out any opprobrious (or, at least, audibfy cause Itafy is a ratiier safer bet than 
opprobrious) comments. France for vegetarians whom wife 

Wh had chosen to go cross-country ski- is one). It aH worked beautifully. The first 
ing because we wanted to ski but were of nice s^rise was that after the first d^, a 
quite different standards downhill, so SuDd^,C6gne became peaceful almost to 
would not otherwise have spent much time point of somnolence: a real Alpine village 
togetfaer.Widedded.slightfyaetwiusfy,to rad^rthanaskirBSOctltgBGScrowdedtnfy 
ignore those who told us that cross<ouiuiy at weekends, when cars with Turin nom- 
was the most eriiaiistingsport there Is none ber plates pour m. We spent hours sitting 
of our informants had in fact fried it. Re- in a 1^ inhabited I7 locals playing cards, 
maricabfy few British people have - prin- We could have spent d^. 
dpalfy, I suspect, because it is not offered Secoodfy, the food was ezcellect (few 
any of the big travel cdmjMiiies. I problems'foraveg^),DOtleastinthetfaiee- 
evenciially tracked down InatraveL,.an ad- star Hotel Sant'Oiso where we stayed. A 
mixabfy effident operadon in Yoik spcr boms for non-Italian-fipeakets is that almost 

cialises in sU^tfy offbeat holidays, and had eveiyone in the Aosta valley speaks French 
a number of cross-counfry options. -an inheritance frtxn the time when it was 

We chose Coffie maiafy because it part of tite kingdom of Savoy, 
looked pretfy in the brochure, but also be- Thirdfy, foe sltiuig was gentfy puffing, 


but not eidiausting. The equipnuait was de- 
lightfully light compared with that for 
downhOl skiing the comfy shoes difyped at 
the front on to slim skB. Ws spent an hour 
«qlh an instructor, which was ^enfy for the 
basics. If you can waDe. you can sld across 
countzy. - 

It is posable to sld on unprqraied snow, 
but we stuck to the tracks, triiich are 
“bashed** daify. These are a combination 
^ rail and road: you can either fit your slds 
into the twin grooves that run along each 
track, or you can go freestyle on the flat 
section. You are most likefy to do the lat- 
ter either if you are skilled enough to 
“skate**, or if you need more control go- 
ing up or down a hill. 

axe the oofy potential souioe of dis- 
aaer. Uphfil involves ‘‘hetrin{^>oning*', or 


Cross-country sWIng is the 
origiTial form of the sport- indeed, 
ftwasdwoflfyfonnun^sonrra 
plucky Brits built the first ski lifts 
100 years or so ago. In some 

places ft is 

ietdrig about, but in Italy ft hw 

developed into a sport with at 


poidngyour skis in V formation and wad- 
dling — surprisingly, not too eriraustipg. 
DownhlD requires variations on the snow 
plou^ - but because the track can be nar- 
row, anything mofc tliaa a gentle incline 
(an alarming. lea» you can take your 
skis off and walk. 


a 


In our week's skiing, we found only one 
seriously bothersome slope. U was worth 
it, rhftng h, because it led back into the vil- 
lage of LiUaz from the valley of VhUeiUe 
beyond. This was a magical place - frozen 
wateifeUs to either side, in the middle a 
bubbling stream straddled by wafer-thin 
bridges of ice, and complete silence. 
W»U, almost complete; the occarionalFer- . 
lari whooshed pan, more blent on reach- 
ing the finishing line than staring 
foex-hopefriUy at the crags. We looked for 
ibexes, we looked for chamois and we 
looked for golden eagles. During the ^ 
week we saw them ail - but then we were * 
Morris Mmors, not Ferraris. 


David Bowen paid £500 ikrou^ Innlravd 
(0I6S3 62^11) for the week's avss-coun- 
oy^dingin Ita^ The price included return 
to Geneva, train arui taxi trarafersar^ 
three-star, half-board acumanodatiorL. 

For snow reports, see page 19 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX; 0171 293 2505 



AVAIfT«KI SlOWb W iUwnd SU- 
ing. IUomWIi hol^ya ml let 
■wiHtbfllty tanea and warW- 
wUt. ABtmt tor ATOL Nektars. 
w 0181 ei 2 lira. ms 4 294 


ThkeOfT 


student and youth trr.vel... 

lao1< sfo-ynd. . 

...Campus Travel makes sense 

r skytrekker ait- fares n 

• llckiblo ird chnn;jcac(c ticKocs 

• {rivnllcrs' help elfiies worldwide 

• lonj vTlidity on q jnlity nirlinci 

10 - Jrtn It - (' = ' 

<’ n '> i.i-''. "• i'' 

r.f'l'Hi 1:1 1/- 


nuS.i = r-T 
5 U S l, I N 
H[Vi 

KCM -C 4 .C 


fll.-ltaf PN 

^'•cic pi-P 

» D -1 e r It' t ; 1 


Other Specials 

LI.-, ir I -.9 111 K (' P’ 

'<■ 1 ;- ::i r. 

.-.r-r. i;c 111 II- loi'i i: 

J I-J Ii; THIU.-.L 5 NI-P ;; p- 

F-ircS INCLUDE nil prr-piPd tnnc? 


► .e-r; vnup- a-ii ' 

;p'p ; pc: :;n ';j ;!■ 




SAVEMVEL mURANCE 


lAmuLWioinsiw 

twJtW 

*079RLDWID£ 


O 1 892 83 33 38 



USA/CANADA 
2^5^0171 460 2255 

^^1 ^ WORLD’S 

FAVOURITE MRUNE 

KEWYORKiPHUY/AIlAKm JOBURG.- , ...rSM 

PimBURGH/CHAHUmCr M&iQnni 
CHlCAGO/nALLAS NAIHOBI 
£199 CNJ8AI 

SANHUWLOSANGafS 

£243 

SAffOIGGOl/PHOBnx BP eancPA wao 

GRAND CAYMAN....^ 
™*®*^|S”***' SAO PAULO £p«» 

VANC0t^Am£ lawuuwpog.,,.^ 

sonmoNAL mu onos 
0171 370 5671 



KUALA LL 

tSt 


me AU. pnsw) WEL suem TO AVUUBOJTY 
IIINMMi2M5S3,SIJ^^ 

FkeeFaxs 0500-765656 

e-mall: sates@zaktravel.co.ulc 




fm&ii £» GAi 08 

nwrnirifiTft 

M on tatfaic m 

lOv—oa 

SSte.w (S^w 

iiw4.cn MUi.m 
ta4inf.cn C4m.cn 
Ha n 


. Mfo^CB 
1tafc..0l taBM.CB 
laanti — CR tafem—fll 


GiMUi^flMta m 

Sata|_£IS tan 

b^^CIIS 


HrrajrmtmamMmaM 

Aduimm* 

WWarM>»8Ai |W il «l Wi 

• AUMR nrtta • hMMM 

cAii mnr FM onuu or 
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■••Vp’':'':'L;''C '0 




I M4« 


FLIGHTBO 

travelling freestyle 


Includes all 
pre-paid taxes 


AffiADoeoaA'Bno Kroi.2se wta 


Fiorics 
Las V-:g3= 
Chicago 
S'=a:t''e 
Dal'35 

Pnc-ar'i’n. 

HO'JS’.or, 

Denve* 
San D.’roc 


:-£234 
£260 
£167 
£260 A-s:ral a 
£209 .a’jr<ia-,i 

£260 Snnci-.OK 
£199 £.rc.?.nor.:’ 
£254 Hcrig 
£260 £3;) 


xgln atlsoatlcdl OFFERS 
New York fr£183 
Boston £183 

Los Angeles £243 
San Francisco £243 


Me-.v Gnoarii; £254 ;nh ,5 
Ri'O £334 J j 


[AIEnOtfACMMaA 
I 0171 
757 2000 


Valid for travel 12Morch-2 April '96 
and 1 2 /mril - 3 1 May '98 
Must book and pay oy 17 Moren '96 


I AUSnUlMANZ I 

0171 I 
757 2468 * 


WntLOMBE 

0171 
757 2444 


QAlWfCK BRANCH 

01293 
568 300 


http://www.flightbookers.net 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 





WOUDWIKIIKmSil 

SYDNEY W.R— t4SB 


CAIRfpli 


PERTH 

■ ^ L >p|i. 

2iS3i3iiiEai 


1 1 1 1 — 









DUBAI 


SINGAPORE 

AIRLINES 


MELBOURNE 

£530rtn 

DtRpvta NOVIMO -hinei 

n.09Gr*4Dwfs 


NAIROBI 


JQ^BURG 


I on Demmtfe PBbMb ■ 

» to Sydhay & C«tma | 


AU «tt IlKSr HUOI NKUN HU ?A» Aiveir nzo 

0181 547 3322 

MTA AV2S4 ATQl 32U MM 



OSA 4 CANADA 







■nr 


ar^ 




mrrt 

MIAMI 

JE243 

n.-Lx4v*rr<flH 





WASHINGTON 

£177 




BItOOfLKE Homre 

0181566 4545 


USA&CAFMOA . 

0181 54« 6000 


Further Travel advertising appears 
on page 8. 


IhkeOff 


Franco says 
"Spring cleaning? 
No7 Spring 
into action. 
Book by 
7 April for 
this amazing 
ofFerl" 

(Trarel vifid until 7 June.) 


Dolly idiedulad 
flf9Msfirpin 
LMidonUitea 
Return prices 
pewiiKluile 
UKEIO 
ondfenign 
departure tax. 


Dussefctorf 



Nice 




debonair 2) 

We're opening up the skies. 

Gall now on OSffl 500 300 

or cBBtect ^ travel agent 

It #U9eu nwrt ftrtweo ease to Blyya. «d 

w rwi yw iW iOK M M WMto TifldWto n MtaaiM iti ir^StoiBMf rty. 

* Can of toiin to p»M. 

SA|k1 Id wiMne nr MV Eknpcn VMiUhis indm W QB93 686006, 


JOUSNBT 
TfATpr 
AMERICA 

tp 0 W eovr HcniiM pu«m maiii 

NO fifOOJIEXICO I 3 » 


X 


HffAHAfiWtSJ)SE IS10 
UHA fiNOfoURESStt 


Aik ter our iNf ngnw BUMki 

Mb 0181 - 747 3106 
or 0161 -8321441 


THEfNDB»ENDENT 

NampaparPuMUibigpte 
iBQnto Bat although avwy 
naaonable precwiOon Is Mwi, 
neiMponWyeanbe 
accepM kr nghte andtor 
aceonenadufon Offered 
OirDugh llieee eekims, or any 
Ibbb arising Omfrem. Readeia 
anedvMtoialeeall 
necetewy pneoaions before 
wtahgMeanytanl 
enanae n ia ii B. 



■| 

1 

i 


tjy 
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OVERSEAS, UK 




FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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■ TsikBOS 


] 1 [ 


Because we think the world of you 


lyceOff . 


TUceOS 


lie 


Take Off 




MdM.n 


MBBOURNE 

PERTH 

CARNS 

AUCfOAM) 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

TOKYO 

INDIA 


current best buys on the world's linesi airlines 


£325 £S 3 Q 
E 3 S 8 £469 
£379 £638 
£376 S 9 I 
£224 £372 
£268 £334 
£256 £379 
£259 £405 
£336 £469 
£209 £356 



tan. 


' Bni 

NWYQRK 

£122 

EIR 

CARIBBEAN 

£297 

£ 2 S 3 

BOSTON 

C 1 B 4 

£in 

MBdcoorr 

£275 

£331 

WASNMSTON 

£131 

£171 

JO'BURG 

£231 

£36 

CHCAGO 

£16 

£16 

CAPETOVm 

£231 

£351 

aORIDA 

£in 

£26 

HARME 

£349 

£ 6 H 

lOSANGaES 

£151 

£26 

NAIROa 

£26 

£279 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£16 

£252 

DUBN 

£26 

£249 

IAS VEGAS 

£214 

£217 

CABO 

£16 

£26 

TORONTO 

£16 

£214 

' ROME- 

£6 

£6 

VANCOWER 

£297 

£354 

AROUND THE «NmU) 

£524 


TRAIL 



ERS h)- 


Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 


worldwide allention to detail 


T 6 i r I A -V £ C E X P E 6 T S 


AUSTRALIA FROM £469 RETURN 

ON MALAYSIAN AIRLINES 

PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


For thi ran loflidiM 01 voflMde 

Imol* IMIliidiR li yoor OM stop 

IMHMHt offM mon Itw OBSt 
fflOUs to-mert MtaaBoat tbai 
aoisM. Esperts io ikfom doee 
1 970, wteutaSoHnaksytor very 
own pediiie «Rh Ip to 6S% iliGont 
on boWi and car Ure woihhiMe. 


plus d iscounted quality accommodation per room per night Irom 


.AUSTRAUA^ • USAE29 • AFRKA£3I« PACIFICfi46 • A9AC27 
USA (MR H5C HUM £20 PS DAY • CALL NW R» OUR TAUVNADE WDRIi^ 









0 OL 1451 im MnOOTOI 


42 - 50 ^ Court Road 

U)itg Haul TYanl: 
194 Kfei 6 inQlonT 5 ghSbeet 
Long Hairi Tnvet 
Hrst& Business Class; 
215 Kandnglon High Sbsel 
Transatlaniie&EuiopeBir. 
22-24 The'Ptiofy Queensiiny 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com sued 
Worldwide *Gavel: 
254-284 SaricMehall Street 
Worldwide liaml: 
58 Deansgate 
Worldwide naval: 
Firsts Business Class: 


LONDON W 8 6 FT 
9171-938 3366 
LONDON WB 7 RG 
0171-8363939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON WB 6 BD 
0171-8375400 
BIRMNGHAM B 4 66 S 
trt 21-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS 11 HQ 
0117-929 9000 

eLASG 0 W 623 EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M 3 2 FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-8393434 


- I fi.i! WiV.'”: Cil 'li ? ri'c ulr:. T-'- :' " H -.p— • ,t" • 5j!. Vj -ir-fTI 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


Overseas Travel 


DRIVING TO 
EUROPE? PUT THE CAR IN PARK' 



PUBUC AUCTION 
I RESALE T1MESHARES 

8 pWn,IMta,UK 


AM umatu arm htm of dtU 

NaiMtoJnMhM 
ReurvM from £100 

PobM hldi ly iMijp— t 


ttowtoy Mli, NMMrtM 


K. ML RESORTS 
TatwheaHMM 
Pofttnoulli Ao^ 

Tma DtttDo. ^ icn osy 
ink 0101 339 0010 
Fbc 0181 339 0444 
a«Mt MM *r Jbe* AefloR 


Airport I^rioDg 


HEATHROW C4JB par iM Am 

pMM Mr 14 ifeqk IMcMqW 
saBJO up to 100 diyu Sucuru 
mvnooin 8138130 


JOMKM, EfinrPl ISRAB, SVMA. 
'MonmMafeimlM.CWlOMl- 
pWton Rad Sa on mei 440 0000 
ABTAV0I22ATDLS8S1. 


Azores 


SUNinL DtSCOVBmtM Aaaraa. 
WkM, eM MUi nnoa ID ttili 
atuntag in h^ialaQii WhoW 
— 8 iei 847 4748 AnO 
ATOLaao 


Canbbean 


AMH CUBA! MWMMWRt'nB^ 
Mirdwgu oofear bradw 
0181 881 38t2Xr0L8O» 



AfwiWL 


fill 


HnUftey PariCG 

Holland 

'Germany 

QmtoihaB^prelwta 
Hofand arM the Bhdc Farrec 
»d Moh/ ra^nrw drGwmrg; 


ganaiUiii 

H 08 EA 90 NS 



SIMVIL naeOVERV- NanUa. 
aaibabwa, Dattutan^ Tantia, 
IMaurt 4 eMCipa. 1 tiulyfl«l< 
hla. gaMa a M<aa ta jiM 
Mna, imM buafi ompa & 
chaMar aoeoB. Metaaac 0181 
M7 4748 Enqidflac 0181 232 
8777/vrav/wouaa 
rariTmnf nanyuiid f wi^aa tn 
M In CunMMta 1W 01279 
309001 

LUXURY aaOdrt wi or ta^ml 
Salvia In our onMo no Land 
Ramr In BeMwrw. NbiMi, 2 b»- 
taabM anOSoiah 8 Mcl Mikm 

ni| 8 wiwnirtnrirrr 


E 


¥krEast 


SUNVH. DieCOVERY TMML 


0)(MMa M taMMta. 0181 M7 
4748 ArrOATaL 808 


USA 


HOME OF 

MUSIC 



Counoy, Bhm »d Jn. Vbr the Deep Soudi «Au» of • 
TWESSEE. MISSBSiTPl and LOUISIANA. 
Alco.pUnratton hoinei, srcaailmn <ai4 u line of AiMriam htaiec> 

CJ I^ l |la ^ ^ HoMayitbroMin / l w w^pR*”^^ - 
Aiuencvi bmcftide on 

01787 884031 



AIRLINK VVORLDW!D£ 

5ira;.' £CC% ii 'i u. ' 


ISpWi IM*- Ot Qipna €99 

« 8 V ewadi CIM 
€A9 CirfebM C1M9 
£Mt S.Ata 041 
XOr Gem 009 



Miiimmm 


USA CANADA AJSnWM 
INBVZBUAM) .SOUTH MSCAj 
CARBGEAN RREAST 
MDCUEASr AFR£A 

THRIFTWAT 
ISAVEL r 

01714801490! 


OPtlJ • 7Pr.' • T’.CN • SUN 

CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0161 476 4764 
0161 406 4060 

SUrgSHARE VACATIONS 


FUGHTSEATS 


feaiMtJrinLuiB trams 

s 

at Owi 

Si ^ 

rnigw C 8 I &Mk aat 


GreeoB 



GiedcIslaiKlsQub 


jB^ViSa holkUys for 
(hoae wan£ to 
I ocape ibe ennads in 
I tqrk and oxufbct. 

■ MHS-hlHO.OBHMSWI 

H Z«nan— i«Co— -lOTiM 

H SnawBi-Srctiit-lliiiiwpa 
H For g hcodKire rrlrphryir 

I 01932 220477 

■ hBpe/Ar<rmdhAidiV«8M 

B gai 


am vj«jj »Tat. <4i xtto 


CAKOOOrfeWENGlANO&VBV 

MONT supgeb MAy raaoitt a 


Dwal ASIA V7778 Broeh 0181 
70787B4 


South America 


UNVIL MSCOVSRT Coaia Rica, 
OiMWirati, ecuMlor + CiM 
add«n. MoMy BaWbtu biOittMl 
uura A aydiM Junpl* iDdpM,- 
naairg rwvaa. 0181 847 4748 
AlTOATOLaOS 


Baleazics 


VINTME SMIll: MWlor CM l 8 
Mennon tanotauMt «A8i podla 
la unapMH araaa. naar c o aa t 
0105(281 481. ArroAIOL8787 


Cyprus 


VILLAS WITH POOLSr vOaga 
hoiMa Itt uaapolad araaa. PHia 
Ma. Ilydriwg. «coM tan 
SUNVIL 0181 847 4748 AITO 
ATOL808 


ThEINDEPENOBfr 
iiHrarNic r*t*f‘*Mn r*" 

la^aia IW awnugh «my 
mionaHa piaoBuOari la laham 

no laMnMiy nn ba 
ooeapnd tor « 0 M andtor 

aceoiwnodadon eWarad - 
Ifmugh ttiaaa eohanna. ar «qr 
loan BiUio tfwiAwn- fMdaia 
MaaSrtoa d wtahiaV 
nocM«y pncaiatoM IM 
aniwInB MD any VaMW 
ananoamanla. 


Corsica 



I HOUMVSi 
F njfiHnfa 

k QimrfardMiaVdtoAeir 

^ aw urfar l|M a mm or Hi 

yaw IM tWia^^toaaaf 

18 



TkrAMbcrMHM'^bwtMi 
jw« w» IdM fbriear 
tiMfitor id lyrr^”*— 
MwaatoA' mmtoM Ay wM 
mwM. VBtafirttpe^ amMi 


•WMMw'i 

0181 995 9323 

lanvun woLiwanmi 



- Smil a Mmdkr AubtiaCf 
HounabiUoa OMcHrai 
IcMisUe Apimwa 
trtmVM ny-Waa 
Snwboii iM Iwtoai aw lOK 
WOLWii— JliMniWWi 


0171-3S5 8438 



^las wiai peeli^ 
aeaside cottagpg, meteol 
viDase bOQM CardbUy 
tdKted bolds. Ybiy 
fiieadiy ptnoial lenke. 
01424460046 

gjOL «wwGetwaxa.«dc 

28C7 OTOOOeonka 


Eastern Eurc^ 



PRA 8 UE, VtSNNAf BUDAPEST 8 
OtoiaMa Cannl ponMona. 
iwMlaBapia. CachaialQlTDS) 


Gecmiiziy 


QERHAIIV - DaBy to** eaat MoMi 
aod 'imal aceuanaaodMIan. AP' 
Bidar cndB earda. Plaiaa aal 
Gataan Ttarol Canlm 0181 480 
890a ABTA ATOL 8977 WriL 


jyamoniyCiTSpP 

, ^■’sasr**" , 

te I 


Further 
Uk Travel 
appears on 
page 8. 


To 

a.dvertise 
in the 

Travel 
Section 
please call 
0171 293 
2219 . 


• M lun 



dfwbbpaaU^Wa* 

till I I lb 

bmtoarl^WrjMMtolM 

01819959323 

Ainyim aoLWAire 


mw^-ntoadbibwWynaib^ 
u Bwb M wOIbwM howM wubtiy 
In w M hg awwiOnM. e iid 
U toertan to UMpgW v8- 

toea uuiigiaBltoa prteaa. Book 
Mraet RM 01848 344804 tar 
bmbuia + bita or M 0030874 
81718. 


UNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 


iAMH 0 ^£Maap 8 ki^Shdi 99 
M OtwbM ApwtoMi VPh, 
SMI itatoU ATMteal HBUMt. 

rra Au. N eiM AinaiajniQNESTl 

AWAflD WMMN 6 BROCKURE' 

Mb a 

•IteSagMBWurOirMwaam. 



JkM( 'WtoM^' baMgv 

0181 995 9323 

OBTisiT Ai&m m 


SKUTHOS, Paeon. SkopMoa, 
Alrwtaaoa. Hytanoa, Paraa, 
' AiWpar ua esaMrtnitamb^ 
> laa,4ptaet«Ma.inoatM>awi 
uto wa. Bq»an EfFtatagy awvfeg 
bwB Sktothou HaMl Ud now In 
ourSOOiyr 0181 840 8157 AITO 
ArOLIOBO 

PURE CRETE raeoffuaandad kl 
TIN tndWtotMbn On Sunday. 
Sf iaWH M U iiq vtaaa K wapr^ 
timlNi. Pm pm*- Por 
braobura M 0181 788 OfTB 
ATOLAfTO 

CnCOHLE 8 FUMBOA Heuaw 
oaVN naihon. HeMaonOw 
' Mda, We»wtoto «Wm> P/W 1 «a. 

MW Ato 01488 37588B 

A QUIETER OPTION ta Ptocaa. 
LMh. Zakyatfwa. Katatataa. 
AfM Btoitoi M Cratoi A qtgV- 
(qr tilacden g( pitaata vftoa. 
bUBhddt kpT a wnWI twlato. 
For OUT isssbrecburaeaPOlTT 
838 6833 Owk OpOena ATOL 


Italy 


CriAUAsnALn 

Offem^youaU 
Hud ia hestin 
riAiy forever 
TOyean. 

loraam^avJSn 
JtatowOljii^r ' 


{R^StNOao 


01235^824354 

CUaUa 


i-( ;m\ 



MUqapMMiyJrBdbta 
Atmaa MatarMMaa 

0181 995 9323 

amTtan ancira'ami 


TUSCAMT /-UMBRIA • 

Of prhma IMa 8 MB. 

W/torf988bnMm 

« C aa aaa. 01888 • 

-ABTOTbondod. 
NEAPOutaN nviaiA 
ARNHPaMtono « CM- BmMhd 
pitaata vStoa & apla. Par T898 
. biectaira Oodagntg Caadw 
01882 .780731 -ABR7T battoad. 
SUNVIL Docovarc Rtodbiany. 
dihaa M TVacany B UnMa. 
Cbataaiar BB aaonaL PhN StoOyt 
latoa and CBtaa. 0181 847 ^ 
ArFOATOLaOI. 

TUSCANYiSICHXSMMprepar- 
Itoa la aoMtant toeattana, poeiB 

aK. cel eredkii* 01 S30 431 190 
ABIRVnSS. 

ATASTE OF TUSCANS VMh^ eat- 
- lagaa aad apataanls. Far 
breehuna oal IhBanaada Han 
an 0181 8811 ^ 

VEMCE: VSIEIUN ASMT- 
HeWTS laaa lange of prtnta 
apav) IcL Alao Raranaa. Rena, 
Varom. Vtoato. TM; 0181 878 
1180. Rk 0181 078 OBIS. 

LAKE QARSA •> Maaalbta apta « 
hBMM. 91(0 WM, UM I Maut- 
01399 8444QB.AnO 
SretLY wWl SUNWORLQ mam 
eolurv. aean vu i , graat looO B 
wina. Idea IkMab, 7 nign pK)^ 
iqM bom £30a. Uta k«n £49 a 
Saturday day Ngtaa bm 
BnlNtok.CaBOa7O8OB1073«r 

aaa yevbsoWaMAL SummM. 

. ABIAV 34 aXAAT 368 
LAKES HOUNIMNS 4 BBACMES. 
WIda iwiga o( baMi 4 Ml Gator> 
Inn tbraoghent My tnetwtaig 
aea 4 swiy« vary namM 
pdan. AdtaPIn 01543 057777 


frUSCANYUMBRIAl 

& Coastal Regiora m Ita^ 

raUNMaeiftvi 
o«bl 



ll/^UXc 

I ^ok^CMbriiiCM^r 

AsMHvrtaMBdki 

WUMIT 

ft\6l 707 8795 


UMfllA Sca nte to mtfiai nN i pL 
Sto* A Aon E9SO. 01878 SaSOiz 

WAUQNQ in ttw FlaranWN end 
Untortan Ittla. A9 4Mla, BuMad 
or tadapandam, own blandly 
tnMta. 31 M ragtaoM wWaa, 
•vwyMns a imigad - ter you 

HniiTwni neoa 5i»48 atql 
84iaAITO 

CYCUNQ down qutal eounvy 
tonaa. Jnal anwigti wantaa la 
Noik BippaSta tor On iwtf 
gtaaa bMI Stay w iJ w mb i i; 
hoM 81 TUscist a uaMa. W 9 
cwTy yow baea. HMdmtw 

01508 B18M «CL 84U MTO 


Poitagal 



iiin ri ^ArMda 

MdwDrwai* AtMwMm 

IKMMk' 

My^MNVkM. 

0181 995 9323 

onTuw ifluuaiiTO 


8 UNVIL wacoveRE FitMtif. 
drtm Nartfi ta seutfv Cbanaar 
B8 Peunaaa, Mmr Houtaa. 
PM AXeraa, MBdatn. 01 81 847 
4748 ano ATOL 808 
VINTAGE PORTUBAU Caenln 
MuMB poela In unspAa 
Ntata, MMta add Deure 01964 
061431-ArrO ATOL 2787 ASTA 



NEW YORK FROM £1 55 


Olhar oiiOnea ratam piiaaa inducing pTbpoid airpeit fcBtai from 
£409 Bah £399 Mow 

£5360 Benixv £389 Sm F rend re o £243 

Audfond £579 JahonnMburg £399 HoneUu £372 

Hengltei« £322 Wolwqlen £169 ToraniD £214 

Bca^ £259 dwx«o £153 MoptagoBcy £295 

■CwjTwww £375 BMon £133 tound'ftieWettd£793 
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8/OUTDOORS 


Rural rescue 

Wherever you look, there is \work to be done: coppicing, 
ditch-digging, dry-stone walling, tree-planting. Duff Hart-Davies 
joins the volunteers on an unpaid, but rewarding, project 


'A'lio would be brave enough to 

cat ibe Jew’s esus? That was the 
question teasing the volunteers 
when they pulM off the hill on 
Saturday evening, canying hat- 
fuls of the brown, rubbery fun- 
gus which they had peeled &om 
the hark of elder bushes during 
iheir day's work. 

At the veiy least, the dozen 
wung people who spent last 
Vivekcnd toiling on the steep 
southern slope of Cam Long 
Doati. near Stroud, under the 
auspices of the British Ihisl for 
Conservation \AMuateecs, had a 
good break in the countiy. The 
weather stayed more or less diy, 
the site was a spectacular one, 
the company cbceiful: eveiyooe 
felt that he or she had beneGt- 
ud from exercise in the open air 
and udiie\*ed samclhiqg worth- 
while. 

The name of the Trust is 
too long, and its abbreviated 
fonn ' BTCV - sounds un- 
comfortably like the initials of 
some television company; but 
it is an admirable oigawation, 
and unobm/sively achieves an 
enormous amount in tbe 
countryside. 

Last weekend was typical.Ia 
charge of the party was 24-year- 
old Ian Devon, who got a de- 
gree in environmental science 
ut Bradford Unh'ersity. spent six 
months in Uganda, and then 
found that nobody in England 
would give him a job because be 
had neither a master's d^ree 
nor two years' practical e:q)eri- 
encc. His response was to be- 
come a full-time volunteer 
officer with BTCV and be is 
now working 50 or 60 hours a 
week for no pt^'. 

He it was who had inspect- 
ed the work site, sharpened the 
tools, booked accommodadon 
and bought food. He it was who 
met the par^ in Gloucester, 
drewe them to their billet in the 
village ball at North Nibley, and 
cooked supper. 

Each volunteer had paid 


£20 for the privilege of putting 
in two days’ work, and nobody 
seemed dismayed by the basic 
nature of the lodgings. There 
are, Ian explained, three levels 
of accommodation for such 
projects. '‘Luxury" means that 
{be estabUshmest has beds. 
"Standard" probably has bunks, 

as in a youth hostd. and ia "Sim- 
ple", as at North Nibley, you 
sleep on tbe floor. 

Cam Long Down is a free- 
standing hill numing out into 
the Bericeley vale at right ao^es 
from the main Cbtswold es- 
carpment - a loi^ hi^ back- 
bone dumped there (some say) 
by tbe De^ in a futGc attempt 
to dam tbe Severn. More pro- 
saic .commematois reckon that 

itwascaivedbyretrcatii^gjac- 
ieis at the end of die last ice age. 
Either way, it commands exhil- 
arating views. 

Tbe weekend’s project was 
to clear scrub that had invaded 
the limestone grassland of the 
upper slopes. By tbe time I 
joined the team on Saturday af- 
ternoon they had already felled 
an impressive number of elder 
and hawthorn bushes, and had 
a good Gre blazing. In seconds 
f was equipped with gloves and 
a bow-saw and set to work. 

If the pace was leisurely, 
morale was high. People 
pegged away with their (diosen 
weapons - l^d saws, slaters, 
clippers - and exchanged the 
odd voil^ of banter. Th^ had 
come from fer and Mde: Jane 
from London, a second Ian 
from Birmingham, Tom from 
Bristol. Saojida O’Connell, a 
television producer, also from 
Bristol is already, at 2d, Che au- 
thor of three books, two on tbe 
comparative psychology of hu- 
man beings and animak^ the 
third a novel about a researcher 
Mio goes to Ireland to study 

magpiaa, 

ITie top of Cam Long Dowd 
belongs to Stroud District 
Council but the land is man- 


aged by staff from the 
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding 
Natural BeauQr, and with us was 
John Morris, the service’s local 
project officer. When we 
dov^d tools for a cup of tea, 
perching around a gas ring on 
predpitoos turl he explained 
that graang cattle or sheep 
is by fiar tbe best means of main- 
taining rnii^ g rasslan d, with its 
distinctive flown: and insects, 
and he spoke lyrically of plans 
to seek a lottery grant for the 
purchase of a "flying flock" of 
^eep, whidi would eat its way 
round important sites in the 
county. 

Back at work, Ian Devon 
kept eveiyone going with a 
skflfid nnxture of instructioo, en- 
couragement and cajolery, 
switching people to new jobs 
whenever they began to look 
dispirited. As he described the 
variety of seasonal tasks that 
emue up - coppioDg, hedge-lay- 
ing, dry-stone walling, tree- 
planting - he said admiring^, 
*Thiese volunteers are more 
effective than a lot of paid 
workers. They're more meticu- 
lous. They look at a site, say, 
‘Right!' and really get their 
teeth into iL" 

In the evening they did just 
that to the Jew’s ears - and it 
seemed a poor reward for effort 
expended that the result was so 
disappointing. 

Next ffloming they were all 
still on their feet -yet eveiyone 
agreed that tbe gastronomic ex- 
periment bad been a severe let- 
down. They’d done their best 
with bu^, sail peppo'aod gar- 
lic, but the fungus had resisted 
attack, "ft just lay there in the 
frying-pan and looked at us." 
said one of them. "And in the 
end it tasted like old poty- 
siyrene." 

Detaib of work prt^ecis firm 
BTCy 36 Si Mary’s Street, 
Wallingford, Qxon 0300 OEU 
(01491839766). 


WHAT. WHEN. 
WHERE 


Fancy a glass of Cock Robin, a half of Old Ibm 
and little light finger buffet? There's a waiting 
list, so put your name down now for a U)ur of 
the Unicom Brewery, a family concern started 
in 1838 1^ WQIiam Robinson when he bought 
the Unicom Inn in Stockpoit. After the tour 
durii^ which your 
guide will esplmn. 
the terms "mash- 
ii^ *Von" and 
"rousiDg", you can 
sample the end 
produclio the 
Unicom Room. 

But be waroed; 
there are lots of 
stairs and uneven 
surfaces in the 
brewery. Unicom 
Brewery, Stock- 

port, Cheahire. Tburs are at 7.30pm, but go in 
the afternoon if you want to see the shire hon- 
es. Prices: £3.25, or £6.20 with tnifieL 

Sahy Kmdberg 


Meurtekeite/^ 

,^Stachp«4; 





N ATURE NOTE 

Over the past few days the forest floor 
swiftly changed from grey-brown lo brilliant 
green, with the atmual eruption of wfld ^riic. 
Properly known as ransoms - or in some parts 
of the counby as ramps -Allium ursinum 
pushes up its flediy, spear-shaped leaves at an 
»«^^wkhing rate, until they are Sin or lOio^taU. 
Also js the sntell, which, on chilly 

morning sweeps down out of the woods in 
great waves. 

Young leaves make a delicfously pun^nt 
anri coufitty lore has it that a rabbit 
which has been chased through garlic can go 
gfvai ght into the pot without further seasoning, 
so highly spiced is it when it reaches the 
khchen. If free-range chickens eat garlic bulbs, 
the taste invades their eggs. 

As the plants grow to maturi^, each sends 
up a single stalk bearing a cluster of white, 
star-like flowers; so that you get the impression 
that there has been a sudden snowsionn. Tbe 
anti-hocterial action of wild garlic has been , 
credited with many medicinal properties, not 
an abili^ to cure piles, and it is said to al- 
leviate whooping cougt^ if applied lo the soles 
of the feeL 

DujfHart-Davis 


Dennis DavG^PL 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: UK, EIRE 


FAX; 0(71 293 2505 
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*' 01244 J45700 
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Pets Welcome 
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Easter Breaks 


Hanil-pieked eottasea 
tbr Banter and Spr^. 
Shan bccole* andhbl& 
Ace cokMW brochure. 


Phone OliO; 302 603 
Gj.-'t'- C13S-5 


Self Catering UK 



HOSEASONS 

Colntrv 

COTTAGES 




HtaidrpttBi B w a gw 
tfamwiou Brifediv 
CauBi uai oouiutlkki, 
RteeoloiirbnKhuie. 


RED ROSE COnaCES UMi- 
CMS pretty viUtgas, eeum^ 
sMa. hafttaoe S coaaU 012Q0 
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(hardening Breaks 


Glorious Gardens 
of Herefordshire 
be tempted by our apples. 



9 J 9 

plants... flowers... trees... shrubs. 

2 night breaks from £J0 per persoo. 
(2all the Hereford Brochiue line on 
01271 3J6091 Quote ref :G1 


SailiDgS(^ools 


HAMBl/B SCHOOl/ 
or YACHTING 

All RYA courses both Theory and PracSesU 
SaHkig Vhchts and Motor Cruising 
Offshore Racing and Fastnet Package 
SMpperad and Bareboat Charter 
Corporate Events and Manag^ent Training 
Tal: 01703 402663 Fedc 466667 

anal; w48on.heiSimi>ptj|meiW]y.e.o.gk 
WataitB: wwwjeltaiaw.i4<.uWh<HiMaiclwol 


Activity Holidays 


Acnvrrr HOUMrs lor FenMM, 

‘CsuptaK, SMIn «M (kWM. 
ACORN ACTMTIES 01432 

SIIFPCUC CrCLE SREAKS. OM> 
hr hoMayt wtth AM ttacAup. 
Wondo or longor. Broeh: 01449 
7S1SS5 

HORSE QRAWH CAWWAN HOI> 
DAYS. Lien N> RM9. TMI Mdw 
a Pony seMuMORH ACTWI. 
^68 01 492 83Q0I3* 

WALNIta a CVeUMO HOUDWB, 
WldMii. Sunilvil, Diy SImm 
WM hlB w—fcon*. ACORN 
AramtlES ttl 4K 8300B3. 

CHOCREN CHALUENQSD « MIB 
on At B M ,SciiiBt9l t L> «iw 
■iclwry;ellinblnoMmalnB4-97 
moTo ABtMM3J*l4 ynJUaa « 
MiilUMiMpwB’Bracliure Q1748 
B1230T 

ACTION K0U0W8 tor 5 to 1 6 yoB 
oM. 1 to 4 Mil mrib. ’MphonK 
01708814584. 

SAILINQ, WINOSURRHO. SuMno 
RVA CoiiiiM & HoStafB on ttto 
iiwiiM f lil r o m f w nMi Mre rnoN 

Cotaur SiadMm 01040 030042 

POL ACnVTTV HeOdm tor 18> 
rro. Adrwion Holi torebaSMo 
a Monoges pockid U of Am, 
•cdMMm a iWM trkMdi Mp4t> 
NmO bf Mr aietim) Atott, ol 
FREE fv • broctm on QSOO 
740147, 


Special Interest 


munWO a POTTSIY HOLDAYS, 
Ooumoi Cooking, CMto. 
RMTAIiATL Onconttra AiUrlots, 
WOoOwoik Md Owiton DMion 
EMhoi K to. ACORN ACnvmES 
014S 830aSX 

iniROBI MYSTERY WEEKENDS. 
CMr A VHiio iMing, Mndtoval 
BeMotobSlMEHmWMhinOi. 
AOORN ACTIVITIES 81432 


HoHdays Afloat UK 


TOSMn 

Ba^eis wry wtoeomi. W 
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Cotswolds 


caTSw nuitt^f. iei wi ,q>og4a 
Iran owr 100 oottneM 014S5 
082220 gjCIOM 


Channel Islands 


Jmsev BOOK Olrwi and am 
an. 40 pnoan of hoMlB to auR 
4«wy naad Ay «an 0 air. CMI 
Weto San OIraet Rm; 01703 
028311 E Bradvita 01703 
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Dozset 


BOURNEHOUm. Ouiac eOMnoy 
Iwa nyls hne apana In aupaib 
M«m oanira toe. No etrihMn. 
PpNllM ye 01202 268778. 

DORSET FISHERIIAN'S COT. 
TA6E. On CiMiB baaeli. PafOeaL 
Waapi WO. ei20C3S$ par. 
Indiidaa eh. Eely Sprlno toaala 
tram eso tar 3 nvna. Alae Im 0W 
ecMen araliBbla. July and 
Auguat onty. Eaealtonl jouiteg 
eanaia. Bradaaa: 01305 770886. 

NR LULYHORTH COVE, 17c 
tlMtchad enL alpn 2 . adoa al 
haalh. From £iapw. IW: 01305 
883021. 


EastAn^ 


IHORRNJt / stseoutw WReenia 
CoOMOjM cotour brodtarn 
01780702208 



Coniisfr Tnufitidild ^ 
Cottages 



Self-cnaagKvatfa 
en bPM coato 
orCoraa^ 
jDdaaScdlj 
Rn row FREE tROchurc 
man 

0990134987 


Tlie iZi 

KINGS ARMS 

I* Bktorfc I7« CaacIM Hard ' 
eUakew aBCqwNqOiMna 
0 toHEy airaa^Aaa 

OULSmwVMUKt 
awCSppgn 
artamW 

L;OL54^ 

COTVttSH WBJCOME COTTAOeS. 
1081 bato a«w AM colour 
breclMt^ 0179 TOaoi 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE to On 500 
beat vatoa eoaew Ai Oairan 
(01271) STSia 

DEVON SpadMWa. Qweaa Aom 
Qwr 430 COItoga»i0T488 882806 
(UC3Q8) 

CORNWALL SpacMOB. OtaOM 
Aom qmr 380 eottigaa. 01458 
882805(110205) 

DEVON CONNECTIOTk Apnay 
hcuaia, totiay a o , 1AM1548860 
904. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 OOl- 
■gi a VaouwmuL (01782) 

FOWEV '/ PQLRUAN CMMring 
w a toi NJ t eottoga a . SupeO 
vwrra. CeiMiwnig- OAigiM 
avMlaWa. Fata vrataonw. 01579 
344007 

BEER. Oa«an 0 OeraaL Oiar IK 
wmHy propartai ki coaai a 
eoiatay tacattadb Jaan BartlaB 
Cottaga HoBdayi. 01287 20873 
(94toM- 

PONT ISAAC. bweAaa 18 ndna. 
TkadAtanl 170 eottaew on 
paaealul farm nr D edwiw Mooc 
■MtoAMy40utopad.lmatad.iW- 
tog nMObta. TM! 01808 301 SOU 

FARM a COTTAGE HOLS. OiMor 
eottagaa to cobNM a nvto toca- 
tiona. 012S7 478600. 


Islet^Wii^t 


MARCH SPECIAL 

SHgtatAOtaETS. 

Bad, BmMiN aid Ertotag MtaL 
CMgiMtoiKliitol adaoe— V 

tadov pool JHR& **NW 
• ms CAR PERRY • 
Smdring h toii HoMI C iM i o nt . 
Seidem, lata e( Wight 
Miplnnr 07963 406889 
3 ntipils AprI tan £80 


3 he I'avcl v' :h-5 

' 'j: t.'j "'■.“ic 'j:'c.r''ri'r,i‘;rr-:, 
:.cr'r:'st;i7!Lod :ind kfiow;:c*oci-''C' 
^onde;-;; cf c.ny 

i.ni vo proi.d-o thotr vv;c." C'3':- be:;: 
^rv\¥c: rie.v^papvr. 


]| ( Deron & CorttwalT | Mandf ~ | |[ 


LMFK.AI l> COTI AOES 


mmmmr 


:£199 


mUBICHKI 

pen MB7 OP a MR Mm 
cb ^ lawy. gi w) . M|B. otti a 
itavtoL WAAtata, VtafintorR 
WadM, TtoPOtaTi DbumL 
atoOLOiwyo 



Tlw Irtoh U ndPiAlhaC tagwrl- 
anoi a untomuMdqt - atn to a 
in arOnra l n*dalwa caNli. Sapr- 
glan Dublin pantatad marahant 
MUM V octaeinN IliyMsitaa on 
•m «Bda g( WIddaw HMd. 
Brachwa Ph: 00 353 1 0828425 
(24hra) Fee 8828187 Oxtail: 
tandmarti#taUa 

■RBLAND EpadNtata. ChooM tram 
ewr 1 10 SMtagra, 01466 002220 
(ucaoT) 

SHAMROCK Oanagaa, 280 aatoet 
todrUuM "'iffl— to auparto 
ioeaMrs. Otoe FSm. AffO. ON 
Bra <71828 081080 

IRISH courmrr houoays ym 
ctai NtodH Dot mrar 200 
dNtoMN eon^ Atoe. ttartig. 
burtiQ and heraa diean ean- 
wna. ^MdN tarry Aeawto. Mr 
yuur hM tareatwra caB 01508 
WOWB (24 1*17). 

STEAL AtaWY AND HlOE Iram Ota 
rrartd. CMM Kouat HoML Caiv 
ntanva, Co. Gtainf. TAb 
(0O3SSOM 31001. Ftoc 31007. 

ENJOY IRELAND HOUDATE TTta 
HQ8M and Ota OaR eimka rMti 
untAnltod loeN hnowtadg^ 
■Mwlai botae MPrwratt. Per our 
FRS 100 PO toochwa uMI 01204 

082888 (24 tato 

OONNBMAM GOASIAL COT* 
TAGES Salaci eMRy pmptaOua. 
Utah RMB4. Fram CH S Eaw e 
Am OreetL piMnata; 00888 S8 
44307 

weir CORK SaSeaitatos eMinay 
enttagm Bnuttkdiy a pp uA n ed 
EtaMi a Ikl! 0IB53 23 38S78. 


The Lake District 


The ims and 
FELLS o/Cl/HBRIA 

Dales 
Holiday 
, Cottages Q1756 
799821 


LAKE OISTRICrWaLOOMEGat- 
MH. 1880 eelaar taroNwra. 
0178070000 

EDEN Km to dtaeorw a«Mntf3 
(Sraan 3 FtaaataU Land m 8w 
HMit eC 2 Nadenta Rtaki 
(lphaMMaM.Rveaccemod»- 
don BBlda. Edan MaMi 01 271 
338057 

apartments and cottages. 

D eni wa i A uW ItN J i naM aoutti 
• iN«o.ltoiiteeeardfltannunded 
Huadaya 01 01 7858080 


Norriluinfaria 


SUPne COTTAGES Nedtaimtata. 

vnww. um. p«ig 6. ayiM 

ColMSao. 01814 345700 


The Peak District 


"PEAK COTTAOeE." QUkMy 3to 
aewm to 0 «hyaNra DMts A 
PaNta. tadun 0n« 830777. 
PEAK OBTRICT SpaeWMa, 
Ctoma tan mrar 280 eettogeo. 
OT465«SaQ5(UCa04 


I^mbrokeshire 


si; OAVIOS. Punhouw. Sad 
CMaitoB.3tooO.NMCBaHpa8L 
TAB 01437 790338. 


Scotland 



GOLF FOR 
BEGINNERS 

AND IMPROVERS 

Uflka a siartend laam to ptay in 
tavBljr BorOers aratt cf SQOtlBnd. 

ProfSBSiontf ristnjclTon and 
accompantsd games on several 
local comes. 

Enjoy your siB/ in a eointry house 
as a family guast. Wsekly comas. 


0800 783 6893 


’ ccNYScru' TKs expsirra' ' 
[OY«r 2X100 setf-caMriiig 
prifiBljss is all areas 
&0Q1 tuxsry boom to 
croft ooQiget. 

or 

obotw Cor 
JhttxhiBe: 


30 PradM 5 l 
^ aSitafC EU2 37R 

setmAHors welcome cuv 
tagM. 1888 flctou r bra chvra. 
Rienanair It 01785 71B813 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUlEUr MSULOUS Gaor- 
glan oaratoY Swat aaeartaea, 
naar LudtoN, oaSB tor 8 Ida tafu 
aucotour Sreefe 01 S3* 323208 
OMRCH STRETTON Prapy atoL 
Eton 3 AONa No babtaa or pats. 
Fran My hCISO. 01884 T23161 


Sossez 


seOLSCOtaBE. BrtoAwuB HeIN, 
BMSa. 1HQ 1MV ManoE a nigM 
toha CSOpp 0888. aid nt 'worn 
traa, pay 130 arty tor itauiar A 
brataM. •"AAA « RAC (hL 
S147. 014a4S7B8SE 


'^es 


KsmiiiUwnuBs 

SkMtodetoatuttw 
PaaMrokaaMra Canaan Mh, 
cur eontatobto GEMgM and 
DungatoM atang «8h haMd 
suMivrtng pool and wum. 
hSMOtaiMauMily 
tandacapad to ttta pounds Gd 
Kaaaton HA WaM for IwrMy 
hoBdaya or qutal ratraato. 
BmMAjI basehe8,'taondeifui 
naBca, 9N*iD. gall taid ntoar 
MHm,Pdto>rsioDm8. 

IH/Ak 11437 71I4S2 




chancier codagM in 

Natisu] 

Park AU piapemai ferntabed 
to too In^taR ctond^r^ 

Rtaor M*> tar ks coAis tratour* 

01239-881397“- 


BRECON BEACONE. OM 1 00 nt 
ccaag a a aotna stosp up to 
aoilany leaa dtan E2SD per naak 
Wtfiiaaarjn. 01374 57S44E 


CDirAOES. HOUSES E Lmfgaa. 
Orar 180 to scum Scettanto For 
Iu8 Gotour broGhera ca8 G M 

nnnapn a Cb. orsassMoao 

SCOTLAND gpnAMaa. OlDoaa 
Iran ow 560 rririitaP D74SS 
858805 0J*C2OI> 

PRemr STONE comoE to eSN 
tlianftataahhd canaaritaden NL 
toga. Ston a la gwdan. STB 
Hlfdiry Gonmandad 5 Ctonn*. 
OrSWSOOBB. 

BLE OP HULL TbDannery; iJH 
toanaton.StoGB.AuaBtarban' 

dvMa.ESDOp«c Btochm 01888 


UNSPOILT A U na mu ichan. Bpn- 
Gtoua bwotair. . Btarte u a 
IcchNOa paatota 1Al9(0i738) 
SUCOE 




838 CarrAOESTRARMHOUSeS 
ttmigboat YMaa; Ml Tburiat 
Holtaya 


AKQLeSEE BNOWDOWA. ItoyrL 


BraNam 01388 717188 
MALES Spadrtato. CTwoaa 
uuta aiuidfliyi Of' 

(uem 

N. WaLEB 1,000 GOttaew ale. 
HtaiNP, SHtarto, SnondenlA 
IburtaLOITSB TOT 708. 
SNOWDONIA CnaatoPU Ltayn 
iwinaida niliiitroiadfjri4 

taOM a ItamheuMa. Nalyn hoW 
dwa 01786 720874 
OOWBt SEA a COUNTRt MySto 
17C tan Huaalhouia Eiaidto 
DBaB tZ7. lie bar 4- aft enMOB 
or llBt nr aaa. BroGh 01888 

sasaio 

EASTB1 ' Anatoie Nbk biaaK 
prtaia. 8 ata haaiy Gdaatol eea. 
Mbh. OatoBod GaMnpR Meta^ 
firan. toSMr haand poQi Hi In 
BGrw of ptaWtaid. Wwn |uh 
E 42pp tar 4 dwe. Oanaai Oo*. 
BOBS at Pta BDndtoaWfB. TH: 
01457/88788 


West Country 


BOITTH 80MER8RI7 WW Deraat 
betda* UigetoMgitadeaMBato 
la> Hay Vaptombaa Slaapa 8/111, 
Rwn EiOQpW. WD1480 30785 


MshiFe&Ihe Dales 


TORKSHBE rw rv. Mnraa. ccML 
Mak a Lab* DiaWeL Ovar 800 ata 
cGttogM Shta. Broetae HeUay 
Cetto^ Ypfitatnrd. Wtsm Sl 
SUpttn B023 IPS fOITSS) 
700579 

DALES B&UmFULRBUIOWOBO 
Stone Bame, Staap4 to TTp^aii 
witoamK bnelud 0800 864308. 

NORTH YORK Bioan Ml PWfc ow 
ISO iBSMyeoiB, In HetaHoodi 
Bay, wwiby E ScdilMreugh. 
01728375777 

YORK OVER 29» nn 2 ator 
Hawortti Court HottL Car patta 
tog. areNLTbb 0190* 428158 

SLIMERB COTTAOES Ytarfi Data 
NerttHtottrla. LaNae, PaNw, 
Syfcae Cettogee 01 244 9*5700 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of e million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday in a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For OD^ £470 per b'ne or £&?7 per line if both Saroirc^ and 
Sund^ are booked (Inc VAT), you can advertise your holidQi home 
vEondes throughout the yw. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Satunfry and/or the 
Travel Supplement of the lnd^>endenc On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Bther call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
Monihqr co Frid^ lOam - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull^mdependenccoojk 
orfexusonOITI 293 3156 
or complete and renim the coupon below to: 

The Travel Team, Qasrified Advwrtisingr 
The independent. One Canada Square. Canary Wharf London EH SDL 
and indude your payrnent bjr cheque 
or Aocees/Visa/AmeTc/Diners Card 

N.Bw PnnKTE ADVBcnssis ONLY (two PROPEKnes OR less) 


il 


J_L 


il 


1 1 


11 


II 


iNSsenoN dates:. 
CUSRRCATIONL. 


I endose a dieque for C 


made p^Bbfe to Newsp^Ter nibttsfring Pic 

or debit m)r Access/Vi^AmedDiners account by £ 

CardNolI- ■_ GxnRTDATi 

YdurDeeaos: 



Annapci • 


TO. No: Day. 

Signature^ 


JEvening. 


ForfrirtheT4ietails 

please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2219 
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What on earth’s going wrong? 


Manufecturers say that cars are becoming more ^ 
more reliable. So how come the annual brealdcw^ 
figures never change? James Ruppert reports txi a 
survey that shows up the chief culprits ■ 


Cais are getting better an the time, or 
so we are told - safer, more envircm- 
ment-Uendty, with better fuel con- 
sumption, higher build qualt^ - and, 
of course, th^ are more reticle 
ever. 

Well, maybe not The jury is very 
much out on that last point because, 
aoconfing to a Teliabniiy survey by Les, 
the chan^ of breaking down in 3rour 
oonqaiqp car this year are currently one 

in four. If yon think that is wm i y in ^r 
bade in 19OT it was onl^ a one-in-five 
c h a nc e. Tliat now poses the question 
ofjust why cars seem to be ge tting more 
uttrehable. 

The report makes fitscinating read- 
ing, based as it is on assessing the me- 
chanical reliability of Lex Vehide 
Leasing’s 88,048 strong fleet Over a 
12-montfa period Lex drivers e^>eri- 
enced 21,620 mechanical faults. That 
is an averse of 243 breakdowns per 
100 vehicles. 

All driver-induced faults - such as 
flat batteries and road tra£5c acd- 
dents, plus alarm/ immobSiser &ults - 
were taken out of the statistics. Only 
manu&ctuieis with more than 300 ve- 
hides on the Lex fleet were induded. 
LoaJdng at the wiimeis and losers in this 
survey, the initial condusion would be 
that you are behind the wheel of a 
Japanese or a Gexman car, the chances 
of coming to an unscheduled stop are 
reassuring]^ remote. Mitsubishi comes 
out top, with just 5.8 breakdowns pel 
100 v^des. Astonishing, Jaguar 


comes second wnib 7 bceaikdowBS, fol- 
lowed by an the usual oltra^eiliaUe sn^ 
peas: BMW (aZ). Honda (9.7) and 
Audi (10). AoMher big su rpri s e was 
breakdowns m 100. 
fiutpiobah^^'znBffl aia of mtez^ 
to every driverand custoiner is just how 
' badly c>Tt«m v«sln inftanH pf Bsrigi»Tn*mi . 
u&auiemcfid.T%ndsoprBdaIos^31.^ 
Wuidiall did even worse, at 32.2, anid 
Rover, uliidi, lef s not forj^ is now a 
' sotak&D^ ebdked up a ter- 

rible average of 34w7. And tiie Oennan 
oompai^a .off-mad opcaatioa.Land 

lUwer pedboned just as pooify, at 2 Sa 

the abysooal Discovery accounting for 
the nujoiify of breAdowns. . . 

Yet thoM tradBtionaJ bastions of 
binkl quali^ T^)1 vd (2L3) and Mercedes 
(13.4) were at^dged to have per- 
fonn^iesstiianfnflBnlfy.'Whflsthto- 
cede^s now obsotete 190 has been the 
model of reliabpily, its snocessor, the 



P i scowed: In the Lex survqi^ the Land Rover Di s covery aocomited for the majority of breakdowns 


^ problems. So what is gomg on? dr 
rather, ggii^ wrong? A good place to 
start wi^d be the manufactnieis. 

Black marks for Rover and Land 
Rover; aho botii faSed to get hade io 
m& I can’t woodedog vriiedier their . 

tardiness' in telephone etiquette has 
some connection the quality of their- 

producta Over at Vblvo a qxikes- 
woman said: **1110 results do not reflect 
our own findii^ Wb can point to the 
1997 car quality SDmmaiy repeat wliidi 
covered cars up to two yearn <dd, and 
'N^vo customers were moire satkfled 


than thqr have'ever been. The Lexsur- 
vqr was based on lii^niileage business 
users, not the typical Vblvo driver.*. : 
Mercedes had a ^iiar line: "Our 
findnigs do not show that cars are be- 
coming worse. Just look at the service 
intervals for our veliides, wfaidi has 
been from 6,000 to 9,000 

mile^ and luw the conqmter tells yon 
when h needs servicing, udiicfa ppteq- 
tiaUymeansa 12,000 to 15,000 vrindow. 

'Andaityt^ the Lasmveyinciuded 
commeidal vetddes, vrinefa woricmuch 
harder than passenger cars. We make 
vans, BMW and Jagoar don't” 

Ob^ousty manuflictiireis don’t like 
this sort of survey, but it is the rescue 
services that have to pek up the pieces. 
At the RAC, Peter Brill had an inter- 


hkfinm. 

.of breakdowns never reduces. Ws deal 
with 3 mflUon a year, and our findings 
suggest that mechaiiically, cars are in 
faa much more reUaUe. The majori- 
ty of breakdowns are causedbyfaihiie 
^consumable items, such as tyres and 
batteries, or can be traced to driver er- 
ror. In fact our mimber one caD out is 
a flat batteiy, foJJowed by alternators, 
and then wheel changes.” 

The AA s^ that iDcreasingty emn- 
plex alaim and electrical systems, and 
evoilbBpressutesofmodemlMn&con- 
tdbute to breakdowns Midiael Hadow, 
mana^ng directoc of ABS, a comparty 
that inspects and values used cars, 

"1 don’t think that cars in themselves are 
gettiitg aity less reliable, but there must 


be a human element, in tiiat pec^ be- 
come over-confident and oqrea their 
cars to run faultlessty.” 

But Mr Harlow has eridence that 
the 16-valve engines fitted to >^udiaUs 
are causing trouUe. 

"Vbetia, Coisa, Astra and T1^ en- 
^nes have iosufBcient inlet valve dear- 
ance,” he "which is a pretty 

fiintfaffwmfal in t he 

nyopiniQDttlKcar-biiyiagpiibficiscar- 
lying out around 5 to 1 0 per cent of the 
manufacturer’s development woric. In 
the fiist few years of a new modd’s Ufe, 
most customers are simidy debugging 
them.” Manufacturers may not think 
that their cars are becoming aity less 
reliable. However, the driv^ public 
may be readiing a different oonduskm. 



More room for improvement 


Roadtest: John 
Simister drives the 
new BMW 3l8i 

Oh, the trials of success. You 
make a product which every- 
body v^ts. which achieves an . 
alm^ icmiographic status in its 
market - and then it’s time to 
replace it beesuseyou knowyou 
can mate a better (»& What do 
you do? Strike out in a bold, 
new-diredion in the hope that 
your customers admire j%w 
dij^gn etbos so much that they 

will foUonv you come v4iat may? 

Or play safe, building on what 
went before, lest you kill. the 
goose that laid the golden eggs? 

You will see from the pic^ 
that BMW has gone for caution. 
The new S-serics, set to.be Ae 
most-bought BMW of a^ looks 

a lot like the old one. Nearly 
everything has changed in the 
only slightly. 


would be mortified to hear 
such an asseition of conserve 
atis m, but a creator always 
finds it difficult to stand ba^ 
from the creation. Bangle could 
point - has pointed - at the 
rounded cut-outs for the head- 
lamp lenses, at the tapeih^ 
ri<^ along the side sflfe, at the 
way the so-called "douUe Idd- 
iiey^ fiont grille is now buQt into 
the bonnet (I've never seen 
kidneys that shape), at the 
stepped rear fig^hts reminiscent ■ 
of those found on the previous 
5-serfes model -bat the visual 
deal is fundameiDialty the sairie. 

Where’s the p rogress, then? 
It’s more a case of remuding 
loyalty, achieved ity gating buy- 
ers enough extra space in the 
back for the 3-seiies no longer 
to be laughably cramped, 
greatty improvs^ the car’s abil- 
ity to cocoon its occupants in a 
crash, building it better, mak- 
ing, it quieter, and causing it to 
need less maintenance. The 


4 BMW’s ^listeinasteriiund^ ‘frontal structure can absorb 
^^/SranChrisBangle; ^ “ P“ 


crash enei^ before the pas- 
senger compartment caves in, 
and every version comes with 
e^ airbags* There are two in 
the front, as nonnal; one in eadi 
door panel; and, on each ade, 
one secret^ in the windscreen 
pQlar and above the front doors, 
which bursts forth as a giant 
sansage. 

There’s no doubt that the 
n^ car is better. It feels better 
the moment you sit in it: it’s 
tighter, airier, made of better- 
quality materials. All versions 
have eledric seat ai^ustmenL 
and you can programme up to 
three keys sqaratety to adjust 
the drives seat autonxatically 
to suit the key owner’s prrier- . 
on iinlnglring the Car. ' 

Al^ standard are “ccuner 
teake 0001 x 01 ”, a system vriiidi 
• antomaticaDyadjuststbebrak- 
ing effort cm eadi vriieel to help 
you keep control when brakmg 
in a riippeiy bend; and a 
txaction-control system to help 
stc^therearvtiieelsfixMnsIitb- 
ering their grip away, because 


an BMWs are still rearvriieel- 
driven. 

The new raiige starts as a 
finir-door saloon, so the current 
Coups, Compaa and Iburing 
continue for a vtiiile. As before 
there axe sweet-^Mnning sfac- 
. cylinder engines towards the top 
of the range (3204-3231 - ZS~ 
litres, in faa - and 3281X and 
huffiUe four-cjtiinder versons 
lower down. c5ne of these is a 
powerful and efficient new 
diesel, with direct iiqection, an- 
other is the engine that powers 
what has always been the main- 
stay of the 3-series range, the 
iTiftSt Mftainahlft of the aSpiT- 
ationai, the 318L 

This engine has grown from 
L8 titles to L9, thou^ the name 
hasn’t grown with it, and now 
incorporates a pair balancer 
shafts to make it run more 
smoothly. Yet it sdO has just 
eightvatves in hs c^inder head 
instead of the now-usual 16, an 
odd result for a ctxiqraxty as pur- 
portedly tedmolQgiadly on the 
pace as BMW. ‘T^riye it,” says 


BM^s head of research and 
development, Dr Wolfgang 
Reilzle. "Youll see it doesn't 
need 16valve&” 

So well do just (hat The new 
engine is indeed smoother - 
sligbtfy - but it doesn’t fire your 
senses with enthuSasm the w^ 
the rix-^gfrnder engines, or the 
eag», sonorous 16valver in the 
rival 156 can. If tins is a gcxxl 

car, it’s good de^te its engme 
rather than panty because of it 
And 1 find myself thiaking that 
the viitees of this BMW, tiiis in- 
topretation of the *^iltimate 
dthting madune”,as BMWs ads 
would have it, are .rather pasrive. 

It’s quiet It^s beautifiilty made. 
It lotAs good, if a little txnate. 
It holds the road well, hs rear- 
vriieddrirebiitipingtogiveasat- 
istyh% launch out dfcorneis, but 
it ste^ witiiout the precirion 
aixl seiisitivity you mi^t have o- 
pected, given that the front 
vriieels have nothing to do but 
guide tte cai% nose. And it rides 
owerbunqswithgrealersnpirie- 
ness and disciitiiDe than its pre- 
decessor. 

Intheendjit’salliatherano- 
(tyne. This would be a great car 
to own, and no doubt to be seen 
to own, but as a car for the tedi- 
nicalty-infbnned lover of driv^ 
ing, it imsses the mark. Could 
BMW te loang its w^ Come 
September, when the new 3- 
series goes on sale here, you can 
judge for yourself 


BMW 3181 

Specifications 

Price: from £39^00 approx 
Engine 1 ,89Scc. four fin- 
ders, eight valves, lIBbi^at 
5,SOOrpm. Five-speed gear- 
box. rear-wheel drive. Top 
speed I28mph. (^-60 in 
K).lsec. ^-36mpg. 

Rivals 


Alfa I56.X0 Twin Sparic 
£19,727. Satrmingly original 
looks, arxl an eager fizz 
that the BMW lacks. 

AudiA4 1.8: £19,01. The 
or that sedle the tiiunder 
from the old 3-serfes. Still 
desirable, hue cran^>ed in 
the back. 

Citro&i Xantia 2.0 
ExdiKive: £18, 250. just 
feedined, well-equipped 
and now im pressively 
fined as well as techniofiy 
kKri^ing with its hydrop- 
neumatic suspension. 

Mercede^Benz CI80: 
19,990. Lacks power and 
equ'ipment compared with 
BMW, but that badge still' 
counts lor a loL 



GAVIN 

GREEN 


Whoever entfe up buying Rofis-Royoe Motor Cars, I hope 
it isn’t a British bidder. Large British companies, including 
Vidceis (cuirent custodian) and British Aerospace (former 
Rover keeper) have ooosistaitty pfco^ themselves incapat^ 
of mana^ng British car makers. Their “drip feed urvesunent/ 
where are the pre^?” dioit-term mentality is inimical to 
the in ter est s of a hugely investment-inlensiye car compai^. 
Is it aity wonder that the Germans and the Japanese, who 
can always see beyond the next qoarterty forecast, are the 
worid’s most successful motor industiy protagonists, along 
vrith those entrepreneurial giants in America? 

A consortium of weallby British enthusiasts would be 
even more disastrous. At least two such groups are in the 
niniung lo buy Rolls, with trig-name backets allegedly 
iwrfiiHing Mohamed al I%yed and the Fbrmula One im- 
presario Bernie Ecclestone. A consortium Jed by the bar- 
rister Michael Shrimpton reckons tbatit can raise the 
money from wealthy owners, while another, led by Kevin 
Motley, former mariceting diiecum of Rover, says it can 
-raise venture capital, which, of course, would be even 
worse. 

RoUs-Rctyce’s current boss, Graham Morris, also 
hopes that a foreign compaiiy buys Rolls, "There is no 
suitable UK bidder. I could have raised the mon^ to buy 
Rolls-Rayce Motor Cars as part of a mana^ment buy^ 
out, and, as with most management buy-outs, we pro^ 
abty could have made a lot of mon^ for ourselves. But 
this gnmpaity deqieratety needs a big comptaity to buy it, 
and invest in it, and help it” 

Morris says that must be another car compaity, and he 
heq^es to be part of the plan, by starting on as RoU^ 
Rpyce’s chi^ executive officer. 

The nightmare scenario is that one of these quaint 
British consortia, full of high naiionatistic pasrion but 
utith precious little practical oqierience, bankrolled tty 
some An ginphile bOlionaiie, will offer the hi^iest price 
to Vickers. Vickers, being a pic, is duty bound to accept 
the best offer for its shareholdm - in most cases, the 
hi ghly bid. Rolls is then owned by a another bunch of 
short-term idealists/ profiteers who soon prove them- 
selves eminentty unsuitable, and the "For Sale” palaver 
soon starts all over again Sroner or later Rolls is going to 
be owned by a major foreign car comparty - almost cer- 
tainly German, and almnif r certainty BMW — so you might 
as well get it over with now. 

Rntusatety, the omens, should BMW buy Rolls, are 
good Blue^p British car brands have recently pros- 
pered under foreign ownerslup. Jaguar was getting 
nowhere as a Tory-privatised pic, no matter how master- 
ful the former diairman, John Fgan, was at suggesting 
otherwise. Once sold to Ford (making mfllionaires out of 
maity of its short-term investors) H proofed massivety. 
The cats are now better than ever, and, come 2001, pro- 
duction wOI have more than quadrupled compared with 
the Egan days. 

BMW's purchase of Rover has proved more difficult, 
lOt least because Rover was even more of a basket case 
than Jaguar Mien the Germans marched in. But things 
.are getting better. The first BMW-infiuenced model, the 
Land Rover Freelander,- is the first inteniationaOy com- 
petitive Rover Group car for more than 20 years. And the 
next, the Rover 600/ 800-replacing R40, to be shown at 
next year’s Geneva show, promises to be as well made as 
a BMR( Miile being true to traditional Rover brand 
values (comfort, gentility, ^ciousness, string majesty). 
This is in cemtrast to all tiie sad and substandard Roveis 
made over the past decade or so, wfaidi have mostty been 
rebodied versions of old-school Hoodas or, in the case of 
the recentty departed Rover 100, a rebadg^ Metro. 

After numerous lightweight, or non-car-literate, 

British Rover manageis, who had tittle or no idea of what 
Rover should stand for (a weakness subsequently eiqxised 
in the type of cars that were launched) and no inter- 
national eqierience, BMW boss Bernd Pischetsrieder is 
of a hugely higher odibre. What should a Rover be? I 
asked him, a few months after the BMW take-over. 
"Cheaper Jaguars,” he replied. He is ^t on, of course. 

If foe British car indu^ had had a few Ksdiets- 
riedezs of its own in positions of power, back in the dim 
and dark days of foe Sixties and Seventies, then our in- 
digenous industiy might not have self-destructed so igno- 
miniously. And Rolls-Royce Motor Cars would not be 
better off being owned by foe Germans. 


MY WORST CAR: PA UL HEINEY’S RANGE ROVER 


ly Eighties it was one 
[rings of itejving to tite 
. you had to buy a 
ivcr to fit in. But to 

Might a veiy andent 
ir which proved to be 
faithfiil and utteriy 

unaiety. the hire of 
i Rover proived loo 
"foal was how I came 
F worst car. 

)se I should have re- 

1 this white Range 
uld turn out to be a 
ibanL because it was 

»usty cheap in foe firrt 

s biggest problem it 

sin^esortoflog- 
Kc. and foal ted to an 
^ of breakdowns. 



pUes foe car.would just come 
to a halt. I found that I had to 
hmip out. lift the bonnet, re- 
OJOV6 the distributor cap, then 

put it back on to get it rtmniiig 

igain. Then I had a stroke of 
and smashed it up* 
.Ibwing a horse box one day, 

. >. anti ffOt badtv 


damaged. No one was hurt, but 
I vw ha|^ because I tlKxigbt 
the insurance company would 
write it off. . 

They didn't The asessor 
looked at foe mess and reck- 
oned that the car could be re- 
bdh, biit that didn’t make it aity 
more FeliaUe. 1 advertised it in 
foe local paper and I had a ze- 
qxmse from a collector of mon- 
tage Rolls-Royoes. ' 

Rather than tax them alL he 
waule d to tow ifaem to shows and 
t hought foiat the Range Rover 
woukl be kle^ And so it'pzoyed, 
because I took him for a 
test drive if behaved itself im- 
peccabfy. I felt a pang of guilt 
when he paid over foe money, 

but tbCM^ no more about it im^ 
til I got a phone caO tiiat evenn^ 

It was the .chap v4io had 
bought foe Range Rover, and 


he had broken down on the w^ 
back to IjewidL I waited for a 
torrent of abuse, but it never 
came because he couldn’t have 
bear htqipier. He liked rxxfaii^ 

more than Vfnhtrfng ntider foe 
bonnet and taking the en^ne to 
bits to find Out what the prob- 
lem was. 

I had learned niy lesson, so 
ooce Ihad got rid of that hor- 
rible Range Rover 1 went and 
did the decent thing and 
bou^ for £14100. a very old 
Sei^ 3 Land Rover ^riiidi has 
never let me down. 

Paul Hein^ has been a national 
radio and telenaon pr^raer 
sdieeI97Sandhaswna^mii^ 
mfinmmgandeountry matters, 
fibrtewrt^ Vonmo’SE^c^, 
isjnd^^edinApril'byHodd^ 
A Stoughton, pri/x £16.99. 


MOTORING 


Dmt you tliliik ID time 
you tried the personals? 



jus.+ KJarrt-'you +o hhobd 
■Huri-XVn ^«'fr•^he tesnd ef 
2**^ +ricj ptefr op 
styanje uwmen in Uors^t 
if- Xiuere -Hiat-lCtVicI 
ywwro vid be cicccHy <Hre. 

KtnJ ©f womorj 

Xttipuld 

-je pteWbp. 


sifetsf 


Introducing The Independent Voice Personol^- an exc'iiing new 
telephone doting service for our readers, designed to nxike your search 
^ someone speciol easier ond more successful than everl 

. To place your own FREE personal od, coO 

0800 216318 

...EVEN THE CALL IS FREE 
For iiw emiilcira from 0 Permml^ reprasentalte coO MondqHi^ 

, THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Vmc* Panenel^ eppe oi s in Ttw I ndepandent aodi Sohirday in Ihe EYE supplenart 
ond in Ihe hdapcndenl on Sunday in ihe Reed Ufa secSon. 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH •: Ci 5V HI.L CR'vE :h;:,L 


123 BV 

1400 


imo 

3035 OF 

1,750 

BW7370 

3400 


1000 

MmLKS 

1X00 

rm 

7000 


.■m 

MB. 345 

IXDO 

4030 DP 

9Min 

JB1340 

aooo 

S18SML 


BC7B31 

1,450 

JL1905 

1,800 

Miveo 

1,500 


iStO 

JW19 

1000 

550 WC 

IteO 

FAZ122I 

m 

046 KAB 

1800 

iPHOW 

000 

A1SA0D 

500 


TOO 

apW20E 

SOD 

830 GEA 

1RI0 

000 KMC 

2000 

NIOEIX 

1,500 

6156 

7500 

9031046 

1,500 

030 NT 

1S50 

60W2S7 

1000 

K05104 

n» 

658 rti 

ffiM 

940 GWO 

-IA0 

m>KiT: 

000 

PHH911X 

SOD 

H4N0N 

1,000 

LAB 90S 

1400 

PN7874 

1,600 

H4TT5 

umn 

LEO90Y 

mrm 

80PO1 

2800 

HAZ401 

lino 

792Llfr 

ttioo 

7PW 

lomo 



2MA 

i2mo 

RDM 781 

2mo 



tmoGoe 

000 

RE6044)( 

im 


Kid 

113 RCX 

1500 


1200 


RN3I9S 1,600 

Rooeee SiSoo 

RTZ77 2.7SD 
eOBRTU 
smsa 
8JG400 
8J3 
541 SMD 
A150AN 
OTES 
UP4 
VM21B0 
WDia 
1WG5 
30X35 
30M4 
XUK6 
Y87794 


600 

laao 

z/m 

asoo 

1S00 

soo 

2X00 

aeoo 

1,400 

ariin 

BflfW 

1JDD 

1S00 

1M3 

1.2D0 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
iyoueianUBio M ie*MJ ri » M m n iirln rihaOwBaaeCewitWiiiw; 
we pwiMB e u B f iNiw a lie intomHwi, ww n tt O ■tian ceaWQ n i an 
d«mion; oOianAe yw nw kadniMiy M M BUdi cr t» aiB. 


'HONE 01257 “62505 “747-^5 


dtro^ 


Xentia 

2-nDSX 

Estate 

MauttB Mefifc, VlbB, asoo 
nS^ M hiscif OMtAantf, 
2.1 Sr lain DlwH Qde 

xeeb cMSr a. A toy K* eiw. 

Am VNB HNknvL waiiiw 

EKdCBta£I4,9» 
01442 871 234 Mtin Detiw 


XArmAV6EX3jUSlVE 

QrtniBon Red MetalBc 17 1^, 
5,500 nde^ FU nstoQi 
Eleaitc Sunrool Air Con, 
Back Leatlw *B1m, CD Piqyv 
3Uie1fi.l94bhpEn^ 
AiMo.KaabeGeeftOR, Omen 
■ Hs test Itay good faiqf H 

£ 16,995 

01442 871234 Mum DeuB 


BMW 


m\\ vJi 


Auto. L-reg, Cosmos 
blade, leather kitedor, dr 
Icon, Scxiy CD, one owner, 
67,000 mies. BMW frh 

£15,450 

TM; 01625 873309 


SAAB 


taGeatAngUe 
twgwt—lTlhncdB 
AppreMsdandtUderdi 
used Saab cw 

CenMe^ 

•at 0122 a 888373 
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10/GARDENING 


Camellias: all or nothing 


A dash of realism is 
needed for successful 
cultivation of these 
temperamental beauties, 
as Anna Pavord found 
from bitter experience 


CamelHas are like crmputers. If you create 
exactly the light progtamioe, they will wbiir 

away with ao pn^lems. If there is a tioy 
maladjustment in the schedule, they go to 
pieces. After stntggling for yeais to per- 
suade them that they like my basically alk- 
aline garden, 1 now grow a few in tubs and 

let the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew 
astound me with the resL 

The eariiest outdoor variedes have 
been blomning for the'past month between 
the Victoria Gate and the Lion Gate at 
Kew. They have also been lighting up 
masses of town gardens, seeming to do part- 
icuiariy well in shady, rather dark base- 
ments.' Camellias are seductive creatures, 
but before you succumb completely, ask 
yourself a few important questions. 

First of all: soil. Have you got what it 
takes to produce a healthy plant with shiny 
dark green foliage and plenty of flowers? 
Camellias tike an add soQ between pHS and 
6J. I Cbougbc, by excavating a 4ft x 4ft pit 
and filling it with the best add mixture 1 
could make, that I could fool my camellias 
into thinking they were at home. 

Fbr a few years it worked, with the help 
of doses of Sequestrene. Then gradually 
they began to mope, until I dug them up 
and gave them to a friend with a classic 
piece of add woodland. Lining the ph with 


potytbene m^ have put off tfaed^ofiedc- 
ooin£ The b^ camellia sctils aie not on^ 
acidTout also ziefa in humus. Leaf mould 
is ideal. 

The second big question is where to 
plant fo the wild, caoMlUas grow under the 
protection of a hi^ forest canopy, and the 
princ^le of sheltered shade is one to 
hang on to in the garden. Ihi^ will stand 
op to an occasional gale, but hate contin- 
uous draughts. The sofl needs to be moist, 
but not soggy. A notthrfoi^ wan, m a shel- 
tered courtyard, wall be ideal. Avoid a pos- 
ition, such as an east-fadngwaU, where eaify 
sun may catch frost-bound blooms and 
brown them o£L 

Having found the right the next 
hurdle be to select avariety tiiat is mcoe 

likely to thrive than not. Of the severaldiour 
sand kinds available^ more than half will 
be too tender to grow succcssfaOy outside 
in the UK. A different half have suc± vio- 
lent colours that you would not want them 
anyway. 

Generally, go for varieties of QmdSa 
X wiZliamsn and Ciaponlai. Csosonqua and 
Creticubtia Opeswffl be b^terundtf glass. 
Then check flower types, sorted into 
groups such as single, semi-double, 
anemone form, fiiU peony form and so on. 
Tbe more complicated sorts are unlikely 
to weather well outside. Whites are touch- 
ier than reds about frost, wind and wet. Bsr 
real choice, go to a spedalist ouiseiy. 

In the north of the country, toiEgh C x 
mfliiamsS typm sudi as 'J C \^^lhain^ 
pale pink) will be tbe safest choice. Odier 
good ones are ‘Bri^doon’ (semi-double 
deep pink), the faithful ‘Donation* (semi- 
double soft pink). Donation's daughter 
‘Rose Parade’ (deep rose peony fonn) or 
‘St Ewe’ (bright rose-pink sin^). ‘Don- 
ation' is the most popular camellia in 
Britain, in flower from late February 
through until late ApriL It is an upi^t and 


Cameffia X wiUanisii 

Phota Howard Rice/Gaiden Pictirt 





‘rather q»rse plant, but vmy free-flowering. 
Teonard MesseT (de^ junk, loose peoi^ 
form) is another popular type, half C x 
wniamsiUbaiftbelocseCfJaxerCreticuiaUi. 

A camellia stops growing around the 
end of Jufy. It then settles to the business 
of product flower buds - or not, as die 
case may be. This is a cause of great frus- 
tration to famwiiia owncTS. Diyncss at the 
roots win certainly inhibit tile process, and 
it is vital to keep cawienfas well watered 
between Jufy and September. Too liberal 


a hand with nitrogen feeds may also inhiUt 
the production of flower buds. 

Some varieties, such as *Bow BeOs* and 
‘Cban'Q^, aie notabfy more free-flowenog 
than oflieis. Cx wBionw types are the nxsst 
re£^^ although some^ s^ as ^Etsie Juty* 
and ‘Fragrant IKnld, need sun to set and 
ripen thefr fiewer buds. VkxietiBS of Cjiiqwin- 
ice may be shy to flower when youi% but 
give a good di^Iay after foitr or five 
years. 

The flower is named after George 


Kamel, bom in 1661 in Bnmn, central 
Caediodovakia. He was a Jesoit priest and 
set up pharmades for the Jesuits in several 
of ti^ overseas ouqro^ Camellias firA 
flowered in Eo£^and in 1739, when two red- 
flowered C japonica bloomed in the hot- 
house at Lord Fetre’s gjazden at Thomdon 
Hall in Essex. Tbe hothouse trea&nent 
knied tbe plants, bm foriun^eb^ riot before 
the head gazdener, Janies Cordon, had 
taken cuttings and raised them in his Mile 
End mixsecy. 


In conservatories, camellias grow most 


mirtfi ffniftT^Mitieriftfae temperature is kept 
at about 7-l(TC (45.50"F). Coflect rain 
water for them. TTie calcium in tap water 

Blikelym iq3set tiienL Plants in pots riiould 

be mo^ outside between May and 
October. 

. If they are {danted in a conservatory bor- 
der, allow them to rest for about rix weeks 
flowering, without food or too much 

water. Ibeafeed ttiem with weak liquid fert- 
iliser every two weeks until early Angiut, 
and use the same routine for camellias 
grovring in tubs outride. Sequestrene does 
not count as food; it is medieme. In open 
grouxul, scatter some dried blood round 
plants in ^^nll when the soil is danq), and 

mnidi with pine needles, leaf mould or dead 
cameflja flowers. Some swear by tea leaves. 
Iha ba^ look very drear, because the bag 

bit doesn’t rot down. 

If you have got the pretiminaries right, 
aftercare vrill be zninimaL Camellias don’t 
need regular pruning, thot^h you can snip 
off aqy lopsided shoots in Hrintioiy. AjAids 
and scale insects may cause soo^ mould, 
which fbems on tbe leaves under the places ; 
udiere tbe dread pests are quartered. A pest- 
icide wiD see off the bugs but you msQr ne^ 
to wash tbe leaves, rubbing them gien^witii 

your thunfos, to get rid of the mould. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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CRAFTSMAN MADE 

WROUGHT IRON 

GATES 




vwiteB*oi>hiWw<Pwni 





HUGE SELECTION AUltfAYS IN STOCK 


See the laziest range of hM qua%, 
low cost, wrougM iron & umbw gabs 
in (ha UK. Prices start at just £ao. L 


Over 600,060 saBsOed customers. V 

VwlnydbBct from the bclDiy at ^ 

factory prices. NafionwrideTdaydeEveiy. 


FACTORY^ 
PRICES 
FROM JUST 



SC 






C'C 



•EiSnO FIT 
•SINGLE 
PAIRS 
•HIGH 
& LOW 
GATES 





32 PAGE COLOUR CATALOGUE 

OVER 200 DES! 


.'i TO 

tfsOm 



m 




» HOUR CATALOGUE PHONEZJNE 

01543 462500 

or write to; 

CANNOCK GATES UMITEO. 




UK MAINLAND DNiy 


rtiniiiniinitiiiiiiiamiHat)i[iiiiii wan iBiiiiuaaiiiew iMiiii 


FOttT H KraSONWHOTBlFgS 
TBsrmissvsinaiNc 
W""nf M iiy itMMt Beet 

^AiQT unipie iQcHige poAicd on 
dMtabeL 

Ni> addfena or pRserntMi. 

peMldda Inx hopK 
ORDER NOW Hr GW 

'ttOantEMdasaSS 
(in pRMmiM tack) 

UX 12hr aeniee t4SS 



An A shdown Obelisk Clearance O ffer 







New Ashdown Obeltshs are a wonderftefly 
inexpensire way to bring height and diape to 
colourftil flower beds and borders. 

Positioned singly or in groups, they will 
transform your garden with many 
Jk interesting design options. Use them as 
^^^21 attractive growing supports for your 
gjarJ E^ favourite climbers such as roses or 
kT clematis. Add fra^ncewithjasmineor 
produce a colourful evergreen display 
LiA of viiriegatcd ivy. Unlike other 
which will require 
expensive and lime consuming 
painiing, Ashdown obelisks come 
complete with moulded flitings and 
finials and are supplied fully finished 

B IlM 

nylon weatherproof coaling that 
will last for years. 





d-*' 







FREE P&P 

WHEN YOU BUY 3 OR MORE 


'iXi 




MAINTENANCE 

FREE FINISH 

NO PAINTING EVER 


AU.U00aSMEiVPROX.(Mn 
non O0»yEIBt.ALUaGKrSARE 
MOVE GROUMXM AOOmON WE 
PROVDE Mi EXTRA Oam pr) 
BELOWGROUMl FOR ETABBJTY. 


ya r nwwyiwcttfiwfJiligterf-w aiiw iiJHMBrfiwttofVrfew: 

r > Min n I impnii n iriitiiri 1 rliyt rmr nmw B n w ?n ilH)fi ftir inliifwy 

ASHDOWN SPECIAL OFFERS 

East Griastead, Sossuc RHl9 2HP. Apw Hiiu »nQW » wua BSUB 

iiiiCMaivaiMgMMiiwWiCaaRweanHaiiaM.RiHM'WMeVBenem 


ORDER NOW-OFFER ENDS MARCH 3tST 


RaasesuB ^kAHeMGm|5‘6')OeBJSKSal£l7a5+e4a5pSp. i 

I RsasoGad |q(y|ot2Anie*670eBJ9^B£iOS5*&4.a5pAp. | 

1 Ptaasesvid aHy|^2Atn(r670BBJSKS8KG2an6+£4A5pSp. I 

I Sodixvm«EnA6hdoimSpecUOIIei&(aiari«vooitaRd.&d&*^^ j 

I SussaimiS2HP.(3rel»gewC8n:DvlsaDS«4GhQTocai£_ ; 




I Name_ 
1 Addrass. 


aiHmtsaueNo. 


mastercard /VISA /SWITCH ORDER S 01342 310050 |24hns| FAX: 01342 31C099. 


GARDENING 


BLOOMS of Bressingham 

35 Scented Tyrolean Carnations 

fir just £7.95, plus 7 plants FREE! 

Carnations are 
&mous for their 
dcRd^ blooms and 
these Tyiolean 
Capmations are 
no exception, 
lyiolean or 
Swiss 
Hanging 
Basset 
Mixture 
Caroarions 
are fust: per- 
fect for an 
types of bas- 
coniainexs 
and window 
boxes and diQraze 
easy to jpnrw too! 

HoMsnng from Jnnq to the fuse 
fixats, they am Raxiwned for produdi% a mass of brrajhdy-cctoiRd ai^ 
beantifoliy-Gcenied flowezs cm Ico:^ stictoK 'adiich boxTio gjve a' stunning 



FAXi 0171 293 2505 


Exterior 

CONSERVATORY 

BLINDS 


' Reduce the heart 1 

mytMor 
; conservatoiy 
’ byi^to 

SOd^rees 

Suitable for ^ 
alltypesof | 

omservatmy I 

^ — Easy to use ^ 
■ manual or eletfric I 
opmation I 



Ourlyidera Carnation ofier is ausubbie for just ^.95, indndh^ ddiv- 
ety 

And, for every pack of 35 plants ordered, weTl sen d yon a for- 
dwr Tjpfanta cfme same sopeeb qoali^ absolntcfy FREE! 

On axnval, they w 31 measure qtpiQxhnattly 7-9001 from stem tq> to pbne 
base; ready to plant stncE^ out mfo your gaiden guided by our easy-co- 
foOow hoiticukuiri nsixuctiois provided. 

As the plants are eroum to mdec dematefa wiQ be thioi^iout May and all 






GL’ARANTEE 




egs 01245 326004 


24 hour ctecOt cord Older service 



rnorra guoortee on dl oir plarita 

• Mcekojctasdelweiy. 

• VtucctoieiunwiMn'MdayslaraU 
lefandw w pl uo em w TlfncxcetTtj o t c ^ 


BLOOMSi^ Bressmgham 


Please serxl me: CoMecttonOOof SSTyr oleonCQmoHons for Just S7.95; 

I plus rny 7 plardsFRSl Price includes deSvery. 

I Noma: _ * 

I Adless: 


, PosIcode: : : 

llehefcaecressedehBQueAxrridtnjBrfQdd pg enbQdOfcrS _ ^ mode I 

IpcycttetoaoaraceDroririahorricrdeoirrTiyMoslecooBJAtocqdtavS L I 

|CordNo: r-nrnTlTI ITITI ni EK°lryDate= rTn:i J 

IOrderafo:lYROi£ANCARNAFIOf«OR^ALOOMSOFBRESSMGHAM.Mafl i 


Enalbb Sammert^ 

MiUennuun ^ 


A WNINGS 


S^Mannfoctnredaiid . 
initaHed throughout 
theUK 

Awuiecnigeof 
attBMirive fobrac derigns 

SxtendyoQr hving 
nace onto your patio 




S 0500 1 1 1 1 00 
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STOP DIRT IN ITS TRACKS! 

WITH THE^AMAZlNU tiutMSXmmam 
ttuamamawmx 


nNCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

__ A WMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY AU YEAR COMFORT AND SUN IN 

A RNCH CONSERVATORY 

OeSIGNH} TO SUTT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET. 

Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 
. Interest Rrse Loans 

RBephom for brochure and Advice NOWI 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FRE^OST, SHEFFIELD S 20 3 G 2 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Gardening Team on 0171 293 2344/2323. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY M MARCH 

■ II 


Camellia counsel 

^camellBs at the Royal Botanic 
®P«n daily; 930m. 
4jm.^Bsion Anthony 

Woodland G^. Torpill^Xom- 
open MarchOct Mon-Sat llam- 
3 JOpm and Sun 2pm-53Cbm» 

nso: The Pines. SJcombe. 
open tomorrow. Ilanvjpm. 
aAnssion £2; The Magnolias. Brent- 
w»od. Essex, open Sun 29 Mar, K)am- 
5pm. admis^n a JO; ^ Bei^olt 

east Berghoh. Suffolk open 29 
Mar^ 2pm-5J0pm, admission £ 2 . 
National eonectfm of cameffos: An- 
rtony House (see above); Mount 
Edpcumbe House, Cremyll. near Top- 
point. Cornwall PLK) I HZ (01752 
822236). 20 species, 500 cufdvars. 
Open daily. 

Buy cameRfas at the Trehane CameiRa 
Nursery. StapehUI Road. Hampresion, 
Wimbome, Dorset BN2I 7NE (OQOQ 
873490) open daily l0am-4J0pm; send 
a JO for mail order cataiogue; Bum- ' 
coose & Southdown Nurseries. 
Gwennap, Redruth. ComwaU TR K 
6^ (01209 861112) open Mon-Sac 
5pm). Sun, llam-Spm; send a for cat- 
alogue; Coghurst Nursery Ivy Hfxise 
Lan^ near Three Oaks, hbstlngs. East 
Sussex TN35 4NP (01424 756228). 
open Mon-Fri, l2-4J0pm, Sun lOam- 
4J0pm. send 2 x 2nd-<lass stamps for 
catalogue. 

Read 'Gardening vrith Cameires* by 
New Zealand author Jim RoKe (God- 
win £25). 

J<dn the International ^meRia Sod- 
ety: UK representative Mr HC Shoix 
41 Galveston Road. East Putney Lon- 
don SW 15 2RZ (0181-870 6884). 


CUTTINGS 


April courses at die Engjish Gar- 
dftntng School mdude one-da^ ses- 
sions on "the KGxed Border^ (16 
ApcOy'^da Jeimett) and "Scent 
and iis JEmpa ct in the Gaxden” (23 
April, 'raillip Hadcness and 
S^fajeii-Lacie^ Vor more infoi^ 
inaiicm contact' the 'sdiool at the 
Qietsea Fby» Garden, '66 Royal 
Hosp&d- Road; London SW3 4HS 
(0171-352434'^. 

A stosie |dne, f^Rpmspmeia, 

growing in ^ids of Honour Row, . 
Ridnnmid Green, has recently been 
desigDated as one of the great trees 
of London. An initudwe iauncibed 
joindy the London Tree Forum 
and die Cbnntiysjde Oo mnn saon 
aims to maik the best trees with 
acQoimratHative green plaque. 'lb 
wwntn«te«1w;afir>rt];ejBheme,cr^ 
tact die tsee^offioer at your kicsJ ao- 
thpri^. a Jeadet plaining 
more about ihe'prcjec^ anite to the 
Ixmdoa 'liee FbkniB, FO Bck 15146, 
London WC2B6SJ. . 

The Alpine Garden Society is 
holding a show today (12pm- 
4 JOpm) at die Bnriei^ Communi- 
ty Cc^ege, Thoipe • . HiU, 
l/ni^ib(xoi^ admission £1. Look 
out for primulas, cydamens, sax- 
ifi^es, ordud^ dwarf iMreiMug, 
frhillaTiaaj gewiperau irnigand ferns. 

For brid^ng acwkward gaps, pro- 
viding a smooth cover ewer uneven 
surfaces in the garden, dmber decks 



axe friendly and adaptable. Using 
a deck, you cad convert a-,jteep 
slope into an extra outdoor Ifr^g 
sp^. Thqr can be cut round trees; 
ttiey can be bent ronnd comers. The 
Outdoor Deck Company uses 
southern pine, a honey-ooloured 


timber imported from the US (see 
picture). DfV enthusiasts can send 
fur . dieir free Deddng Projects 
Book, which has plans and adrice 
on construction. The company can 
also arrange site surveys, and will 
advise on installii^ dec^ to order. 


Prices start at around £500 for a 
deck 8ft X 12ft; the price includes 
timber, screws and naiig- For 

detaik contact the Outdoor Deck 
Company, Mortimer House, 46 
Sheen Lane, London SW14 8LP 
(0181-878 7887). 


WEEK£ND WORK 


Haring pruned your jasnnne, buddleia, dimlnng rases, dog- 
woods and hae-flowering dematis {The Indepet^cm, 21 Fcb- 
znaty), turn your aocatkm to the wisieiia. The should have be^ 
balf-pnmed last suniincr. when any growths that you did not 
warn to tie in should have been cut back by halt, Now it is lime 
10 P^h the job. Qit beck all spare tendi^ leaving onty two 
pass of buds at the base of the new growth. Without se- 

vere prunin& wisteria is apt to get studt in leafing mode. 

Mulch die ground vriiere lily of the vall^ and Solomon's 
seal grow, with weH-foned compost This is nxm easily done 
before the new shoots are through the grouitd than after- 
wards. Mushroom compos a by-product of the mushroom- 
growing mdistty, is exceOeoi for jobs such as this, and b friable 
and weed-free. 

Prune and tiain ornamental rines such as kids co^etiae 
and ‘Brant’, growing on walls and pergolas. On per^las, you 
can wrap tte long growths round the poles, securing them 
whh soft string. On walls, you should train out the growths 
so that they do not cross over eadi other, fixing the stems 
at intervals with galvanised vine ofes. 

Hoe gendy between rows of winter-planted gariic, to loosen 
soil that has gpt beaten down and sour during the heavy rain 
of the last ample of mooths: Do the same bi^wcen eaity rows 
of broad beans. Fteed if necessary, with an all-round fertiliser 
such as Growmore. 

Sow seed cf babaceous peremiials such as lupins, delphinium, 
^ th^iin n^ng, pi ' ii T m iBes (IVe just sown an old-fiishipned 
mix of primroses called ‘Q^ta^ Pastels’), violas and ponses. 

Repot indoor phnts such as a^paragitficiii, aspidistra, and 
succulents of all kinds, gjving them, if possible, a pot one 
size larger the one ih^ were {nxviousty growing m. 

Anna Pavord 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Poetry Competitions 

£12,000.00 Prize Money to be Won 


’IhebtEniatkiari UbiSty of Poe^ 
just anDoimced dot h is qxnsoriog an 
faitenodioiial Amuair PoeOy Co nyelMon 
in the United Kingdom and Indml There 
win in risk conqxthk>m dm yew ^pffl to 
^ amalBiir poets. Entry (D Ae competidoas 
s &K nod Acre s im poebBse lequiienieot 
to win me of 70 prizes, indoAng a 
£U)0a00 Grand PdzB. 

HowtoEato’ 

Aiiyone im^ enrar the competition 
sinq^ by sendhig in onfy. one origiinl 
poem toy aAjecL aiv stytCi tK . 

TM Isteniilioad Ukaiy ef IMty 
OCIML91813 

F REEPO ST LON 7229 ! , i 

. srrnNGsouRNE. . 

KatME103BR 
(NoslaiqtitqBiRd) 
(RcweiNOiAiiidibaikfivpoearads ' 

lU aepHs ROt be MU IB dB dttai bekw) 


feauKd above a* some 
lnteniaiioHalljlwao>tfP^o^ 
pid£died 4^wce harAotmd aatholog^ 

(a pro^ndkation Aacoont. wQl he 
avaiUrle). Bteiy poem remains the 


The poem sbotdd be bo amne thm endnsnepR^KttyQfteandKxAdiKdogies 
Oiwty/h^niitibe^pMarnestlypriDt^ pehSdied ty Ae o^pansriiQo 
and Ae poeth and addim nmtf Cabt Amin to a Dream, and 

qjfNarntiletcpofttepsignlbeasinust JeadSi^dtebaapnBkHkVii^ 
be the original wik of Ae s.*^ WnifttaigestJWiyOrpriiaitoB 
aothor and will not be teton^ All Tto iwtwriiiricmri Ta^ftfPHMiythfe 
poets who enter wiQ iw»ve an jmanaliooal affiUale of The Natioml 
admowtedgement, alo^ wiA comp lete of Pbetty (femided n Ae Unted 

eoiqreiitiu. roles, w(Am S«es in 1987 to promote Ae work and 

nmeondcs. adnevemenls of contemporary poets), 

HowtoWiD ptAGdiespoetiyaMspoiiaoac am pefidops 

All Ae poems entered into the around Aeworid. In leceotyEais^ have 
tvwnpririnn will bc jo^ 00 oiiffnality - awarded pnae money to more Aan 5JXM) 
nseor]aqguage,poelk styles creativi^ and poets in over 60 coonlries. h Ae nect 12 
artistic expression. In addition to Ae nwoiAsAey sin award £12.000JO in cash 
£l,OOO.OOGnDdPcizB.teQSecoiid?rizesof jrizes in Ae UK arid hdand ocmpetidoiis 
CSOlWeachairi^TbirdRrBSgiiiswTAa alone. 

£ 28.00 vahie win also be awarded. AD 70 ahstys exoAig to Ascover new 




InidbouDdairitolQgytobepiAliriKdatAe of Tte Intenntional Ubi^. of Poetry. 

pf Aft And wtaft ‘‘VtfeYe c^iedalbr mtCRSted in pocms fiom 

uiMrinneis m^ guarantee new or wip<ihlW>ed poets. 1 age everyone 
piMb^tinn ^Aek poem in dds beanizful who is int«— in poetry lo enter this 
erfition tfaroo^ Aeir pudiase of a copy competitioa’’ 

Fv fiediB' Hbondoii ad fenoBve ■ ceiqr of Ae rule; seod a wlMtaNd Mnped BMkpe Ik 
I te iM^Hl Lteqr of IM): CaapedDa Rria 


» V- m- - 


for Mother’s 


CABN«n(JNS IDKEDCOLOOBS MEEDBOlWJET Iffi 

flow SM 

CIS 18IW ISImyfteesas 

CM S4LUOI7 ^8^ : 

LU l 5 LnzmyChioatioi>s& 
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SOLozaty 

SOLuzmy 

KiLuzuxy 


ujxuBf SEASONAL BiiaQaBrs 


cmsiAAmviSAiCiSixmom oiw 

TO' ORDER 01481 723513 

^ *4 to 48 la« 


! item required. 


Ribbon & BewQ 





Fbr Sales 







FICTION WRITERS 

Lotus pufaffsh, promote 
arxT mactot your novel on 
afw beaiB. 
WrnBfordaMatK 
RMSitWiaStoeH, 
MMlnato Intih. 
BaMilM,rantonNaK 
IB^ton. CIbmM nZS 4H 

Tet 01 642 345023 
Rk 01642 345624 



OatoR m Ml 04 as a* to| nA 

■■^4 to MckM w tolto* aM4nr0 a iq la 
k caaaA Ito M ■ Ami n MMkb. 
Panr;liMtMtillitol,|toin e—aO 
l« aai Mpe SUM Bi to WHIM M ■ WpidK 
ttoHIVH|,MlHBMHlsBraMMi. . 
toiMWMrMMiitopMLB MaieWE 
Ma§we»4Mt&atoatoiiMM»Mrtt» 

HMBM.J2 iq atiMK HMT Ml iHi, I ja MaM 

ra*BM taSmO Btat. ehAfr «rt • MM. 

0 ] Mmm imii MBtoMi laalii rniiii RT • 

■maiB, MM |Hr b* a fl) ita H| M| M 
orikMiraiBkMMiliauD 

100 % Cotton (Mlilri, XL E12.M. P&P C1.&S par orMt 
R osta Niepar.Nao. 18 MunsMr Road. TadAngton. 
MMdlMex.TW11 SLL orphww 0l61-2» 0096. 24hr>. 


RAINBOW FLOWERS 


BOXED (XILOUBS 


Stairlift Rentals. 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

Fob a free no obligatipo qooie. 
eDbeaiiomtbemaniilactiireL 
•NegadayinstallatioDavailabie ' 
mdonwide. i | 

•neiuorbiiy: j 1 ' 




The secret of healthy sleep 



wIth'AdJustamatic 

IT joe toDtr b«a> Aithiilic ft ItheniBde pab 
Stiff aedc • StoHi/nnsieA • Poor riradadea 
IBaDuliaitia«SwiiIkaleEB . 

• WtoMiettOritow . 
toptia tory p rob tam- 
Afl AdJ WMiMr i n bed 
cao ttiasAiD Ae 
qaafiry of ynvsleqdgg 


1^0800 805000 



SLSSIAI 
PimiRF.^. . 
aim: ^ 

n 




01635862100 




GENUINE 

eiRTHDAYj 

NEWSPAPERS 



0181 688 6323 

'csii FREE 0500 520 000 


Mothers Day Gifts 


Mothers Day Gifts 


,> 




J.';*' -I**-. »_,v 






^HtoRUCiw 0^ 

Wb prembe lo replae your bou^iBi 
of oictiids or reftod yow idoiiq' if 
yoa are noc sBiidy adsfied ond you 
Gonen a widiin 7 days of receipL 


E njoying the beauty of 
ordiids in your home or 
sending them ns a q)edal present 
couldn’t be easier, thanks to 999 flowers, (^uite 
simply, we take care of everything! We choose 
and ^ witqr our finest, freshest blooms, before 
we deliver them Iw first class post, together wiA 


a card and your personal mess^. Guaranteed 
to arrive fresh and in pristine condition, tiiese 
orchids will last two to three weeks. The perfect 
gift for Mother's Day or any day you want to 
make sperial! Ordering couldn't be easier, just 
ring us wiA your cre^t/detnt card details or 
complete the coupon below. 


CARD IK.)U)I-:RS ("\N ordf.r now ox 


07000 999 


356 


‘-Xini-Apm c)a\ > :i 
w'-cck or lax 

()700(t COO 000 


Qmdo I Price 


, 

i; ' 

/ c ^ ' 


trin<iefld.QqrflJ 

[riiitk£lgAMgIj 

rooea«(ioiis.pleKe 


iM9 £1039 
5gir £1539 
IM24 I £193y 
p tote oo the god 


_Stt_ 

■naal Price 


1 

lOK 

£ 


TJDiasESRSffisrrooas— TJ5I5 — msss 1 

^ . - 
Wfe MB uaable to delhw on Sundays C faihJToMl; 

I enclose ny dieqiie^xisal older no .....Jot made payable 

to 999 noweis (Gnems^) Uonted or chaise my ciedt card. Faymeai will be 
deducted on receipt of yoor order □ >to/MaHeicaid □ Delia/Smtcb 


SipMtmg 

My Name: (Mi/Mis/M&S/MsV 
***—■»• 


Expiiy Dmc, 


Postio: 

999 Rowers (Guernsey) 
Limiied, 

PO Box 999. 

Walton on Th&ines 
KT12 lYN 
Reg in Gumsey 
RcgND.33170 

Rease give names and 
address of addilionai 
orders m a separate 
sheet. 


DqrTimena. 



PASSPORTS 

FOR 

PETS 


TO 

OUARANTINE. 


20 Seymour Road, London SW18 5JA Tel:0l81-870 5960. 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Independent Traders Team on 0171 293 2344/2323. 
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Plum for it 


A taste of prunes from Agen in south-western France. 
Nikki Spencer samples the finest of dried fruH; 


In Britain we mny re gar d pnmes as mfldly amus- 
ing. conjuring up images of tweed-clod 
schoolmistresses keeping themselves r^ular. la 
France, however. tfaQr take their prunes serious^. 
So seriously, that in the Lot valley in the heart 
of Gasctmy, \s4iere tb^ daim they grow the finest 
prunes in the world, th^ have a museum dedi- 
cated solely to the dried firuit 



Visitors to the Prune Museum in the small 
village of Granges sur Lot can trace the histoiy 
of pmnc-maldng in the region from the Crusades 
to the present day, and sample prunes dipped 
in everything you can think of - including 
brandy, honey and chocolate. 

Ibwards the end of August the region takes 
on a purple haze, as the plums ripen and the air 
is Htled with the smell of ‘^cooking” prunes. 

nckiiig is carried out means of a slightly 
Heath Robinson method. A sort of tractor with 
large pincers grabs the trees around their trunks 
and vibrates them so that a shower of fruit rains 
down on the ground into large, inverted umbrellas 
or nets. 

One story goes that prior to mechanisadon 
in California - where prune trees were taken in 
1865, and wliere th^ now suppfy 74 per cent of 
the prune market - one grower hit on the idea 
of bringiiig SOO monkeys from Pan ama to pick 


the pluiDS» only to fixKl that diey ate the fruit as 
fast as they picked iL 

Once the fruit has been harvested^ turning a 
plum into a prune is a spedal sldlL It’s not jnst 
a question of dehydration, but of cooUng the fredt 
for about 24 hours at su^ a temperature that it 
remains succulent and moi^ then storing it in 
wooden boxes for two months so that the 
prunes gain dieir deep black colour. 

The pnmes that many of us were fbiced to 
'eat as dddren were usually firmed, or pretQr tou^ 
and chewy, but modem tecfanolo^ makes it pos- 
sible for the modem prune to be eaten or used 
in recipes straight fr^ the packet or the jar, 
rather than neetfing to be soaked or dramed. And 
even in the UK we are catching on to the idea. 
Sales of prunes, particularty fr^ i^anoe, have 
trebled in the I^t year, according to the super- 
market diain J Sainri>uiy. 

Prune place 

The Prime Museum in Gcan^ sur Lot is 
about 39 minutes* drive from die busilmg port 
of AgeiL It is open all year, except for Christ- 
mas Day and New Year’s D^. Entrance costs 
lOF for adults, and is free for childrea under 10. 
By prior arrangement the museum wfli arrange 
tours of the surrounding frrm« and orciiards. 
(0033 5 S3 84 00 69) 

Uses far prunes 

•King Henry Vm served prunes as a starter at 
all his state banquets. 

•In Japan prime paste is sold door to door, and 
is coasiuned by die teaspoonful as a skm and hair 
enhancer. 

•During the 19thcentiuyyoung ladies were ad- 
vised to practise saying phrases and words be- 
ginning with ‘’P" as an aid to gaining an 
atiractivefy shaped mouth. A popular phrase, 
mentioned in Charles Didceos^ Do^, was 

‘‘prunes and prisms”. 

•Ifre California Prune Board, which has de- 
clared next week National Prune Week, claims 
that, as well as being a healthy snack, pranes 
combined with plen^ of fluids can reduce hang- 
over blues. Wth the endoisement of the Cal- 
ifornian model Caprice and the former 
fidymscA actress Alesondra Paul, the board will 
be encouragiog us to sample dixies such as ap- 
ple and prune strudel, and savoury prune and 
onion pizea. 
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Catalogue of simplicity 


.. . 


The stuff of ... natural style. Modem classics by post 


Unlikely but (me: mail-order cata- 
logues need not cause groans of in- 
credulity at the host of bizarre objects 
you never knew you couldn't live with- 
out Not, at lea^ if you look through 
the pages of Ibu^ Deagu’s brochure. 
This is heaven for anyone in search of 
that elusive spedal present, neat stor- 
age unit or garden acoessoiy. Here qu^ 

fty and n^l Qri ginslhy the hanmaTfas. 

Garden willow sculptures (£180); ^ass 
trays (from £6930); linen cashions 
(£29.2^ - you’ll find yourself hard put 
not to have a sudden, aching need for 
most of the goods that have been so 
carefully selected. 

The company is a family 
coflcem that was started three-and-a- 


half years ago by Erica W>ife-Muirqr. 

“It was ata time when most mail-Qr- 
der catalogues were full of imported 
filings — usually fairly shabt^ stuiL and 
much of it plam'c,” she says. “So I de- 
cided to get together a seleokm of goods 
iruid t* frnra natur al matgria k and in anv 

pk sb ^)es - sort of classics, that wDl go 
on and on.” 

Where possible the items are band- 
made, mostly in Britain, and oeaify all 
the sn^lieis are craftspet^le who are 
person^ known to Erica. She and her 
team of two Others desi^ about 70 per 
cent of the products, and they run the 
packaging and postage side of the busi- 
ness fr^ the Country vQlage of 
Si^enny Handley. Here th^ also 


Opened a smaB shop about 18 months 
ago. ‘”This has been enonnous fun,” Er- 
ica enfiujses. “Custoiners now tmid to 
bring tbmgs in to show us and s^, *Have 
you ever thought about this?’ teal- 
^ rewarding talking to fiiem, and real- 

iaq gfhatHwr feare an inraw Bdng mimh er 

of people who very modi approve un- 
rfwwpWrafi.rf goods that are well made 
and sisop^ designed.” 

Tbord^acalaloffteJromJbudtDe^ft, 
eaU 0172S SS28S8 orfia 01725 SS260S: 
Tbuch DesjffiiAop at 51 Street, Sx- 
peia^ Handley, nearSaB^nay, Wil^ur^ 
is open every maningMondt^ to Saturn 
day and in die <4^anoon at lUesd^ 
Uai/sdaun Indi^ and Saturday. 






Whil crafted: top left, willow 
getto garden sculptures 
by Serena de la Hey, £180 
each; top^ wall-mounted cone 
vase £28.75; ^above, 
oedarwood 
pencil box £18.25 


GAMES 


STATISTICALLY INSIGNIFICANT 
WILLIAM HARTSTON 


Every d^ you m^ read a new survey telling you 
what percentage of which group does wfaat to 
whom how ofieiL To make all such future 
surveys superfluous, here is a percentage table, 
all from the last 12 months. The sample 
peculation is British'unless otherwise stated. - 


99fe of Britons watch teleriskm. 

98<^ think contiacepfioo should remain free on 
the NHS. 

97^ of nurses believe there are staff shortages in 
their bo^itals. 

96^ of casu^ty nurses have been verbally abused. 

95*7- of railway stations have no nappy-changing 
or breast-feeding fadiities. 

94^ of executives say they usually finish a 
business trip with a sense of accomplishmenL 

9.^''p of GPs say a new bed can ease back pain. 

92rr of teenage giiis in Middlesex tidy their 
rooms at least once a week. 

91^7 adults would never agree to wife-swapping 
of football fans think the game would 
benefit from professional referees. 

S9^^ think the Millennium Dome is a waste of 
monev'. 

88^7 of women say they would not fuss about 


their tqipearance before qipearing on TV. 

87% of the Erench think Britain is imptoring. 

; 86% think a^tk the smae we nu^ fear loang. 

8S% would back areduefion in the drink-drive 
limit ’ - \ 

84% of .bisb^ name at least one Spice Girl 

83% of us spend Oiriarwias vrith-oor fainilies. 

82% of Britons have never beard of Lionel 
Jospin, the Frendi prime minister. 

81% of women think that contcaceptioa is mainly 
a woman’s reqxmsibili^. 

80% of trains have no nappy-changing facilities. 

79% of us felt the coverage of Diana’s death was 
sensitive. 

78% of car-crimes are thefts from the vehicle. 

77% of parents are unhappy with fiie tram service. 

76% of Amerkans think die Briti^ are well- 
informed about current afiaiis. 

73% of woriong diildren are employed filially. 

74% of hospital doctors do not eaq>ect the NHS 
to erist in SO years. 

73% of fisbermen think huntit^ should be QlegaL 

72% of teenagers tidy their rooms once a month 
or less. 

71% of adults think young offenders are let off 
tool^tfy. 

70% of football fans say statistical analyris 


enhaxxss their enjoyment of the game. 

69% of wine is bought to supermarkets. 

67% of Yorkshire women are still waiting for the 
sex of their dzeanu 

66% of women do not feel confident naked . 
6S% of people hate junk mail 
6S% of 35- to-45-year-olds are more financially 
ooDtent than they were in tteir 20s. 

64% of hi^-aebiering women who have had an 
a&ir have not regretted it. 

63% of vktuns of car crime are aged 25 to 
62% of people blame dusnsetves for marital rows. 
61% of men think think contiaceptioa is mainly a 
wesnan’s lesponribOity. 

60% of shoppess say they try to bt? BrrtiriL 
59% thmk borineases eiplt^ the work force. 
58% pay cash for CSiristmas shoppmg. 

57% of men aged 20-24 hare talmn illegal drugs. 
56% of men in Scotland are too fat 
55% di s^ iprore of banning beet on tbebooe. 
54% back a smokii^ bm in all public places. 

53% want to ban all foons of tobacco sponsorship. 
52% of orer-50s hare life insurance. 

51% plan to organise a party for the miUenniiTm- 
50% of women think ihi^ are overwent 
49% of 18-24 year-olds would like fo go abroad 
for Christinas. 


48% of teenagers smoke or hare ixied h. 

47% of Scottish women think they axe too &t. 
46% of S-to-16-year-olds can’t firid London na 
map- 

45% of the total workforce are women. - 
44% of women feel stressed. 

43% of women aged 20-24 have taken drugs. 

42% of women U^-Bdiievera admit to having 
had an extra-marital affiur. 

41% of people over 55 consider themselres Indy. 
40% of raw meat sales are diickeiL 
39% of people touch wood for lack. 

38% bare not had an eye test m the last two years. 
37% think walking under laddeis is unludy. 

36% of us made a New Year’s resolution. 

35% of couples argue more than once a week. 
34% of nurses bare been attacked while on du^. 
33% of households the midweek Ipttecy. 

32% of women high-ac^evers have no cfaildreo. 
31% are planning to go to a millenniuTn party. 
30% of cars in Baznri^ are ted. 

29% of adults have tato a short break lx>iid^. 
28% of households are of one person onfy. 

27% of mothers bare an epidural BDae6tbeti& 
26% of marital rows take place m the eveamgs. 
25% of women say th^ tltink about sex daily. 

24% of women think they are not attractive. 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 

Marguerite Wolff, concert pianist. 

My brother tcUs people that I play all day, which is 
of course irrefiiiable. As a concert pianist, one 
works enormously hard and practises many hours. 

My athletic life has always been very limited. I 
longed to be an elegant teams player, but of course 
tennis is tremendoi^y bad for the arm muscles, 
and skiing is impossible because you can’t afford to 
break aiwthing; it’s never the same again, however 
wvl] il mends. It can make all tbc difference in the 
world if you have a break. I think Somerset 
Maugham wrote a story about somebochr who 
wanted to be a concert pianisL Elut they lost the lip 
of their little finger - just the very tip - which made 
everything imposrible. 

I had to play tremendously safe with a lot of 
plysical things. I was allowed a rather genteel ganre 
of netball, or a little bit of rounders, and that was it. 
of a game after all is (he risk you take, isn’t it?- 

If you start playing very young, there’s no 
question about it, you can get wonderful rewards. 
At times with an orchestra, you can go a$ near to 
heaven as you can on this earth, but gainst that, 
you gjvc up a tremendous amount of lovchr, 
ordinary things. 

I remember as a chOd preparing to play a 
concert. 1 was about 15, and I'd just been to my 
piano teadter, who was quite a ^^lannieal sort of 
person. It was a hot day and as I stood waiting at 
the number 31 bus stop, I remember seeing some 
gjrls just sn ypttj ring along with their tennis rackets. 
They were obvioush^ having a lovely time retbout 
aov particular re^osibilities or cares, whidi made 
me very wistful. 

I sifll foel it quite strongly at the number 31 bus 
Slop at KiUxim Bridge. 

Afargtuaite "TheAdveniuJVsofa 

Concert Pianist'* is out offnint, butdetemmed 
tndMduals eon Jbibnv het/ffx^eu in Brasil en route 
to Miami for her 1998 concert series mth the Nathnai 
Sym^uuK Oc/jestnz. 
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Lore al4 dealer South 
North 
♦A02 
VK 


OK762 

♦AKQJIQ 

Vfest 

East 

♦J 108 

♦ K976 

'9QJ1086 

S?J5432 

9AJ3 

Onone 

♦S3 

♦9876 

South 
♦54 3 


VA9 

OQ109854 

♦42 



ACROSS 

I 'Qne of nu^5) 

4 NbxcaidsCu 

8 Smoker’s requisite (7) 

9 US state (5) 

10 KhigN(9 

II Set 01 inran^ clothes (7) 
13 Mislay (4) 

15 Put in suitcase (6) 

17 Bird of prey (6) 

20 [t% a deal! (4) 

22 Come toapDiedate(T) 

26 ^^Stbrown^5) 

27 Issueu) 

2$ Passivi^(7) 

29 Solids Ifflm cup (S) 


DOWN 

1 Supporter of mine? (3-4) 

2 'Ba driver (S) 

3 Headlamp bousiiig (7) 

4 Grimaces (Q 

5 Oneness(9 

6 Blandish (7j 

7 Run off together (5) 

12 Long period of time (4) 
14 Chances (4) 

16 Cbaunummi vessel (7) 

18 Gufl or albatross, e.^ (7) 

19 Items of imde underwear 
(1-6) 

21 Aocmnulatioo of ffuid (6) 

22 Rellgjous readier (5) 

23 On^(5) 

25 String (5) 


SaMfon to yaiterdaf’s Cancta Cim 

ACROSS: 1 Arm, 3 Money (Hazmoiv), 7 Uprish^ S 7!»r, 9 An^ 
tbenticate. 10 Edible, 12Bud^ UCarvbgknifi:, !8Urdu,19Pai^ 
doaed,20De(Xv,21 %£ DOWN: 1 Applaud, 2 Moist, 3 Might. 4 
Noticed, S Yea% 6 Birerne, U Bivoaac. 12 Brieeiy, 13 Everest, 15 
Acrid, 16 Nqipy, 17 Irony. 


A numher of Old favourites aic being rqmblisbed 
under the Batsford banner. One such is Mosers and 
Monsters by the late Victor Mbllo. 

‘this deal Stun the book has a curiously sunple 
poinL During an exchange of hard luck stories, 
Karapet (the unlwfa’esi player of aU-tune) described 
how, after readung Rve Diamemds and getting a 
heart lead, he "knew” that be was going down. 

As he explained: ”Tbe contract is unbreakable 
oniesstbe trumps are3-Q axul then onfy if East has 
the void and also SIL And even then you are f ri p 
home as long as West has tlxree dubs. The odds 
a^inst everything being wrong mvst be at least 
30:1 and ...” 

He was interrupted by the Hideous Hog who 
explained that it was not an uaiuei 9 hand at all, for 
be h^ been fortunate enou^ to esc^ a spade 
lead. After the actual heart lead, die contraa was 
virtual^ 100 per cent 

you see the point that the Hog was making? 

' The secret of the play lies in overtaking the king of 
hearts with the ace at trick one! Thai you lead the 
ten nf ftiainnnria aod run it if Wbst pl^ low. Even if 

tilis loses to the ringletcm jadt, East wOI not be able 

to attack spades from his side oi the table, and the 
k^eis are restricted to utmost two trump tricks. 


The most difficult question of alb when should you double? The 
an^r would fill a book but let’s try to estabU^ some 
gnk]eliae& Rrst, in terms of game-wnnnnig ehawrae it is 
normally reckoned that somemdieFe between 67 per cent and 75 
percentiscorrecL Of course you may not be good at 
percentages bm jnst ask youiseff this: ff 1 had this position 100 

times would ! be confident of winning at least two out of 

every three or possibb^ eren force out of four? If foe answer is 
yes then you should consider donbline. 


- —.——7 J AlWfV UJC UU^Ol wO&Qfi^ 

over foe next two rtdis. If after your roll and that of your 
opponentyou ihmfclie wfll sdU hare a take, then it is normally 
correct to wait however, there is a very good rfiann* tha^ 
wo^ have to drop* then ^ain you foould consider doubl ing 
Third, never forget you are playing another bimum h»i,y 
How wfll your oppon^ react to a double? Does he talced 
double offered? Or does he drop lots of doubles qukddy? You 
must adapt your cube-handlmg depending upem who 3 tou are 
P^fe^Knowing your opponent well is a key element to good 

Fmally, there is tte position itselt The force elements 1 
norinafly omsider are tiw race, foe stnjcture and threats, 
are better in two out of three of these you should aonnally be 

coi^^ ^Bng. Look at the position above. Black opened 
with a M maknig his S-poim. White rolled 63 and played 24/15 
and then Black rolled 43 and played 13/10*. 13/9. White rolled 
65 and st^ on the bar. Black now has a very good eaifyHtame 

double. He is ahead in foe race, has foe better structure aS^ 

some very real threats. In fact despite this bei^ only the third 

move of a game White can onbr jnst take this double. I 


I ■ 


23% of executives think new technology has 
made life more stressfiiL 
22% of women m foe Midlands hare grey hair. 
2J% ofmen would pay £1,000 to set Melinda 
Messenger free ff she were lodoapped I 

20% of women say their sex life is fimtastic. 1 

19% of us stmt Christmas foopping in Octoba. 1 
18% vote the Scotrish accent foefr favourite. 

17% of New Year’s lesoIutxMis last less than a day. 
16% of men are obese. 

15% of the UKptqmlation axe over 65. 

14% do not eat red meat 

13% of breath tests for alcohol are positive. ' 

12% of teenager^ bedrooms hare a computer. 

1 1% of Britons Si^ they don't Ulte Gennans. 

10% of male worl^ bare a female Eioss. 

9% of GP consultations ate in the patient’s home. 
8% of companies are staffed on Christmas Diqr. 
7% of vicaxs do not hare television sets. 

6% of cars in Chelsea are Mercedes. 

5% of bathroom buyers opt for a bidet 
4% of adults belong to a political par^. 

3% of coDsumeis do not celebrate Christmas. 

2% of executives have returned from a business 
trip to find th^ bare been sacked. 
l%cdvs made a New Year’s resolution to keep a 
diazy. 


I ' ji: 
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Through a 
glass brightly 

Making it using a mix of modem and medieval Iraditions, 

Sally Staples (earns how to creade stained-^ass windows 


t as diDdtm like to talce a panning home 
sm school, most adults who decide to 
leant a new craft want.to be ^e to pro- 
duce a piece of handiwork after a minimal 
amoam of instrccdon. And one of the plefr 
sores of leaniing to make stained-glass win- 
dows is that you can do just that After onty 

a day and a half of basic tuition at Eam- 
ley Concourse, a residential adnit educa- 
tion college in 'West Sussex, Reed, a 
biology teacher, had conqiteted a lO-in- 
sqnaxe stained-^ass window with a oolour- 
ftil abstract design. Ihe cost of tnatf-riak 
was just £8. 

*Tm totally impractical - the sort of man 
who gels someone in to paint the walls ~ 
and I have no background in aaything ards- 
Uc," says John. “Fm biding a cottage that 
has a workshr^ so I ded^ to ^ a hobby, 
and wanted to give stained e 1«!«: a try. 

‘Tve never cut glass before; it re^ is 
&amarkabfy ea:^. The most important 
ffiing seems to me to start off your design 
with an accurate drawing.” 

The tutor is Annie Goodman, who has 
worked on large-scale cbnrcb window 
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commisaons, and ak« 

She udiizzes round her dass of 12 students 
- men' and women of all ages - allovring 
them to work at dieir o«m pace. 

"The course is four days, and 1 start 
by giving them an idea abom the histoiy 
of glass, and then I ten them to gp away 
and doodle on a pad until th^ come up 
with a design they like. Some people nat- 
urally prefer an abstract jnetnr^ others 
want a design that looks like the object 
it is meant to be. Both appsoadies are fine 
l^me. 

"If a student wants to do a recc^pisable 
flower in a pot, I uiD diow tiiem how you 
can s^lise the design and get foe right 
colours to form a suitable badrground. If 
you use too many reds and blues and 
herakfic odonis it can detract from the maul 
picture, so I talk to the students about foe 
tenures and riiades of colbuxs when fo^ 
are sbapittg their deggns.** 

Once the design has been finalised, it 
is enlai^sd to a 10-in square, then drawn 
again, the seccmd drawing b^g foe "car- 
toon”. It is on this that the glass foapes win 



Glasi.cUstincdon: however dmple the derign, it is eMential to start with an accurate^ drmvn plan 


be diL Then the fim starts. Anm'e provides 
several biK&etiuls of gjass pieces of all rises, 
rinpes, textures and colours. Eadi student 
is supfilied with foe basic tools: a ample 
giasS'Cutter, pair of pliers, an old kitchen 
knife, a sharp lead-cutting knife, a brush, 
a lump of tallow candle, strips of lead in 
two thicknesses, and solder. 

Angeh Moms, who has come aO the way 
from Alderney to ^od a holiday where 
she could also learn a craft, has sensibly 
chosen-a simple design of sun i^s. ‘T 
tbou^t it woi^ take weeks to produce a 
window, but once you are tau^t the tech- 
nique of cutting glass you can make good 
progress,” she sajis. "The nice thing about 
a r^denrial course like tiiB is that you can 
make friends, learn something new aiu! 
have a holiday all at the same time.” 

■ Each piece of glass is placed over the 


relevant section of the deri^ and held in 
place with horseshoe nails, then a glass- 
cutter is run round foe outline, just as in 
tracing. Different tbidmesses of ^ass and 
varying textures require different pressure 
when cutting. 

Once all the glass pieces have been cut, 
the lead strip is cut to frame the design and 
to secure each piece of glass. The lead is 
malleable, and suipriringiy ea^ to cut 
When an the lead and glass pieces are in 
place, the joining-points are brnshed and 
seraph with tallow: "a medieval tradition 
which helps the melted solder to ^read 
over foe joint,” S^ Anni e. 

Then the solder iron is heated and 
used to melt small amounts of solcfer over 
the lead joints. Once the soldering on 
both sides of the vrindow is complete, An- 
nie demonstrates the final touch to en- 


sure that windows are rattle proof. 

Roniiig up her rieeveS) riie her hand 

into a pot of black grouting cement made 
up of linseed ofl, vfohe spirit, black paint 
and whiting. This is the messy bit, but a re- 
quest to use rubber^oves firom a faintheart 
at the back of the dass is firmly refused. 

The liquid cement is rubbed with a fin- 
ger under each piece of lead to eliminate 
any cracks. This is done on both sides of 
the window, which should then be wiped 
thoroughly with newspaper. It will take a 
few days for the cement to set hard. 

Dr Sydney Aynsworth, from Gosport, 
had been stuck on ideas for a des^ but 
was in^ired by a picture on TV of a road 
winding away into the distance and a 
flasJiing ttalkha beacon in the foreground 
- and has managed to reproduce the im- 
age in glass He and his wife Gisela, also 


PhotograpK' John Voos 


on foe couise, are hqfoig to insot iheir win- 
dows into fanlights at tome. 

Other students were working on slained- 
^ass panels with house numbers, and 
Pamela Wilks, from Emsworth in Hamp- 
shire, had daa gned a brightly colour^ 
down vfoidi she planned to hang against 
■a laige picture window in her house to de- 
ter tods from tiying to fly through foe glass. 

AfournU^fesidendalcaaseaiEamleyCm- 
course, Eamley, Chichester, West Sussex 
P020 7JL (01243 670392) coos aiSforfiiB 
board and all the colic’s fadlities includ- 
o^swinmurigpooL Non-r^iattspt^£144. 
Annie GooSnan teaches similar coiases at 
The Old Rectory, Fittleworth, near PuSxn-- 
ou^ in Sussex \017%B65306). Further in- 
fomuaSon on stained ^ass cksses can be 
obtained pom local education authorities. 


Tailor-made in wood 


Rat-packs, DfY - forget rL Commission a cabinet for a perfect fit Rhiannon BattEn finds the man for the job 


lether you are the sort of 
stt^ped-pine aficumado bdoved 
the stanckip comic ffl need of 
materol, or rimp^want to re- 
place diat maddenins self-^ 
s»nUy wardrobe tfoose doors 
have never quite meet, you 
could well be hitting the high- 
street furniture stores today. 
But finding sometiung to fit 
that triefy alcove precise^ could 
be a square round bde sce- 

nario foal you could weU do with- 
out Fortunate^, custooMnade 
furniture need not come with a 
dizTingjIy exclusive price 
BeUeving that agap easted 
in the market for bespoke fiix^ 
.^ture:, Andrew Stanley b^an 
^Kvoodwoiking buriness in Lon- 
don's East in 1989. The 
prices are serious- reoentcomr 
missions include an oak bckjk- 
case, at £2,100, double 
wanlrabe in P»igiKh oak, at 
£2,400, tod a maple sitting- 
room unit for £3,400 - but foe 
absence of lu^ overheads and 
store rentals means that die? 
bear comparison with off-tiie- 


- prices. Purtiieimare:, you get 

a d^ee of controt specific 
prices, of course, d(^>eod on 
chosen roatcaals asw^ as size 
andfitliog. 

Since MrStanl^ and bis erdp 
Jleagues aie as C(mctosed with 
the pleasure of worifo^ with 
wood as mth tunuhg a proS;, 
they will take on almost any- 
thing. "We even made a bath 
and hand-basin outof teak last 
year. It was, in feet, agreat suc- 
cess,” be says. "Muto of our 
work is undertaken for ardi- 
itects. I suppose the most ec- 
centric ardlutect's commission 
we've had recently was replac- 
ing a cMsgjrai ctfoimn on foe 
exterior of a bouse; somehow, 
it had been suden. Of course, 
we also work direct for retail 
customers, and we keep our 
costs down because pieces toe 
sold direct to the customer 
rather foan throng a shop.” 

When a customer comes to 
a be^xske fuxnitnie maker, the 
pfMMjpar^ will discus a design 
and tiieo produce an iOustiation 


and an estimate. “On ajproval, 
m do a final drawing,” says Mr 
Stanly, “mtonfy to efae^ foe 
fupctionali^ of it aO; it’s es- 
sential to ri^ details of 
foings suto asdimiiters.”This is 
partly beemtse fo^ is precious 
Htde room for error. The cost 
of raw mateiials-is about one- 
foixd of the price of foe fioisbed 
product For some woods, such 
as teak, and for ^mqted, pig- 
mented lacquer finishes, the 
cost can be even higher. 

!Rxub agreement of the plan 
ro cooqdetiQD to tile coommsioa 
wflltalteabouteigbiwiBeiks,de- 

pftivIh^ nn Ttwrtiwriii'la iwiHliihnnr- 

Some self-asseml^ wardrobes 
seem to talte that long. 

Andrew Stanley himself 
started working life as an ac- 
countant, bat found creative 
caipentzy more to his likmg. 
One gfhis first orders in those 
ea^ years was for a set of 66 
leather and oak chairs to be in- 
stalled in the Great Hall of 

coin’s Inn in central London. 
The woik was produced to 


matdi the original period fuiv 
niture; tins has bec^e some- 
thing of a feature of the 
company’s, and is often a re- 
quirement of clients. 

The hfoieties have brou^ 
their own problems to be 
solved. Mr Stanley says that 
much thoi^t has to be given 
to woik sodi as fos^riring com- 
potm* trunldng Gothic 
panels, and blading secret pan- 
els into furniture. It is this va- 
riety, he adds, that is one of the 
main jpjs of Ifojob-be rdiriies 
the pro^pea of a challeny.. 

Producing rimilar pieces of 

attractive option for Stanley 

than, for ezanqrie, time speot 
pu 2 toing over a job for foe 
doakiooms of the Middle Thm- 
ple, in foe Ic^ bob tofoe 
itaL The difiiail^ to begrappaed 
whh here was the deagnex’s^ 
rion of so^ieDded timber shqies 
supported by glass and steel - 
"it was intriguing to implement 
tins,” says Mr Stenley. 

The company’s finished 



pieces vary enonnousfy in both . 
scepe and $1^ WOloDg aioi^ 
the workshop, you are just as 
Ukely to come across solid, el- 
egant and understated riietviog 
units fbr a modem warehouse 
cozn«zsoD asyou are tofind the 
flamboyant eaaxsses of a cere- 

mrwial taHft Tnlairi nfith jyJiH sil- 

ver. Mudi of the work revolves 
around cabinet-makiDg but or-, 
ders can also consist of more 
mundane window frames, doors 
and cupboards. Mr Staidey is 
keen to point out his trader- 
manlike approach, wherein 
pieces are primarily function^ 
rather than artistic. "Without 
imposing on a dienfs taste, 1 by 
to ^ride the non expert towards 
designs I know from ejqperience 
vriD woik and win suit foe build- 
ing," says Mr Stanly. But if you 
insist upon stripi^ pine - 
that's no problem. 


.^ubetvStardeyWbodu/orkir^is 
at6A King's'ifini, off Carpenter’s 
Road, London E15 7HD (tele- 
phone and fax: 0181-533 6199). Plane and simple: one of Andrew Stanley^ traditional oak bookcases - priced at £2100 


DON'T MISS TOMORROW'S 


INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



WALK THE 
EARTH 

Hiking, trekking scrambling. 
From the Pennines to Gr^e 

plus 

short stay in Istanbul 
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Colifscrevr Hazel 

Ttis skw 9 uwino shrub, height 0-? after 
10 yeas, owes its nameto Ms fasciiaOng 
twisto branches. It bears a mass of beautBul 
yslow camadng casms In wkner and ^Hfno. 
feanctes are often used in ornamental flower 
arrangements 
wMchisan 
added bonus. 



RING N61 431 6431 QecBt CSrd Hodine 
(9Bm-9pn. 7 days a week) 
IMFOREANT; 

OucMc *ZNG 27P wbeo orderiiig. 

OR Comptae the coupon quodns your 

Mastereard/Visa number or send with 
. croesed eheque/poeta] orders. 

NO GASH PLEASE. 
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Sandown 


HYPERION 

1^ Cracking Ida 4.05 Star Selection 

2.25 MOON DEVIL (nap) 4.40Elltog|r 

2.55 Sursum Corda 5.15 Tbdor King 

3.30 Master PUgrim 


3.30 


eOM&ClBeoS' GoodtoSoft leoodmplacwt.Hwi w- Spft (BoodtiiS^inpiac«s>. 

• Rofl^hand couw wdng limcw atorg feacfc rtregrc iw4i w aOOjjC 

• Cnvw B on A307. 4 ri s of Kngsttn MaBm (swviee fram Lo ndon. \>ttiBrtoo) 
at^ons eeiffw ADMlSSIONi OUi ei7. Junior Oub (17 - ?lyrs) £U; Qrandstand & Pad- 

doekCCi Peril wdesino CAR mnibneB 

^ icAniMft TnnrnFflTi'nMIrlinlnnn liirttmrn'T^ir **•*****" 7^**"*****^** 
» ofas^ J eno^tan HO (121%): N He^ 

•LEMMNG JOCKETSf A MHirira 20 «ms Irani S iUbb gives A suGoeea raM of 225%: 
A A Rb8«aU O bom H4 (tU%|; Q BiMlar 10 b«m 84 

ind^ 

• FAVOUmTES:Q1winsk>3S3wn(3nV_ ^ 

SUMCEBED nSST 7H16 One (»B0m4 (2^; 

KB Ikrt A«iy (MO^ 


' EBP *NH* NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE RNAL VS» 
(CLASSA)£2S^added2m4ni0yds 2l7,77SMlfl 

44Btl IBCURHE(»)(D)flAiM1iiiw&CVMaGMBCoun7ns Mr8DBsdi(a 

fli(ir()iii(ninrtawiWtLnyfbbwHibrtjMiiiiiiloi fia>piiwiwfiiirtfnr|Ttf'ai 

0«RJ1 mcXEIBULpg)(UBS'aiaa4N'«eMMes9ll V CUBHlia 

0«K BtfeUMf. bUtmdM^Kkap 

1-sei couNmr8EMim(QiiibiJJnic«qjiea«'>'9 nowMody 

Uphr Ale HAe ittw nf anM 

•as SNuans6(te(EF)(CirtDCawrqT&ttrtyeii4 lvi4k 


Mini M|iBl Me ctotH atfeep 

•HFO N0l5rMMnpqp9(ii**RJ9B|DMMsaneii4. 


M|MMeeitfforeMeMM> ^MeeasiAsantf^ 
m-t cuHraNps)(EN‘nBt^Kaaay7H8.. 




j)0eu«en 


1.55 


DICK MCCREERY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £4,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Vklue £2,788 
t ffB-l WMI.S0W«SIffH6»arais|MDB»ilC» : ryS*** !y»P) 

2 onus- NBCriMIEBOmiKsflEnilelNnrterOaB- -JeJWbigHdD^(7) 

3 224BI OUETCOmOICSOSlibaSlWertKltaleyBai- -JSOAlMMfMnyf?) 

4 3U222 CRAaaNGS6Ap2)(MsPesMMl)ltoRl^rtB'fiaO..OadCWM1liai(7) 

5 P3-P44 FFTHAHaBMBir(34H|DMUaLMKBrtM8KM«Ht3ea.Jta|OBhnQd{n8 

0 P46S mB81ERraRFUH(ia(PI(J8RtWK4EOQadr(M)Oaa iejMehal(7) 

7 as- 

9 30604 SUCL(npJlne|DJLjeaaO M(SJIloWiiiflu{7J 

9 P4JRP- SHARPPB)POfaiSipB«R(qaiMMeyla}IBsM-e|4»9aQ..II4GWlMta-(7) 

fl .'P444 im6STEB.(MmJ>ee41*(4JtiB»a«ACeo arJUfeeRBbbn 

-lOdHAnd- 

Eenwft IM Mr PiwMiM M WH Sa» 74 QHrt Cw eMn w, fri ftiMiie Wa» mM- 
IB ftr Fin, io>l Fnh AmnttDvH. Tm AmL 19-1 SalHl, NMiHMbe, 20.1 Step Momw 
S9r /tade Oas B II 9 18 J 1 Hgb^ (0 11-0 in»RBifN 

BURNT OAK & SPECIAL CARGO NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
p) £7,000 added 2m Penalty Value £4,925 


WAMMjFMniAeAnAaiddnndMCfP 

7 9543TI MON^)OEa(CO)|^nllM1l*KaARnn9n2 

M^gmn«|MlclnMR|eawc« ‘ 

B areoi AROBirscour(7empMi«iiiiABAaen4i»ssaieieflo roum 

Wmi bSM flint. nMMdMMA earn ae«M»MqMdcao 

9 9-46 IUS1BIPaaHHpi)uyi&nif)QBittig610O BIMdr 

Oflvs OlRi epiube. bfedl ed BMBi feMdHwML tedr flp 

« 2-en jEB8WAotgpe(WHanindfliM»Bey7e6 sAfiiiaieii 

AfliMfl /■aneinfli ^MwaMni ^bkmmKtmeemtmlamaap 

H 03411 NEVERMDEBrOSpiROfl^AHefabiene ..Arbwflna 

l^acatpa^ebnnAflieflaflflp 

eGPeU2 1AKE00VEII(B)(AmMBBnBqM-'fenfl*«7fl4___ 

Sfl MckiBA 0fl^4bmi 
e -PSM QIAneVLAHB8n'eBMDMRMIMii«DGSwe4JlflntoTe8.._Eieitadn 
Rupa edHaoi^ flfadflp 

H 2» J0EBU&(a)(kMBuiBdFlhfll)y91)2 -HrOMtfMn 

an>BflflMirflii4bb<*rl*niAiiftliBni>fl.bbMflP 

e 2-083 CHURCKRnmOBt{iaP4ClVtVI|8BacWnMfi«1 : 

Htw pupto IneM pupa jMMi 

t 63503 TTEFUIMOfffyianialMiyfbrMaiMCaaAiafll 0 


FORM GUIDE 

The m limid n eorm elf ■ tet pace » cotett 8 HOH BCPRESS, a very tnty RM 
Mndeappir on Ml day iitien wtti tanaflfeigandApregresaietypaewliitlnlf- 
ter per Dvm run. Hi Aiy took the eflier epeflg It kkaMtudi ahar UttMbir and 
VMlwty; and Ml lun el net e tfn lends o( aanta Rnean tns to be greatly raflwcted 
off IMilBfltwfyfligW. Mann P^fl lea aaantunntnBBlowb'g Wind bt acne flreng races 
HM a wMarn PMnoa txs iB wl do ml te et) ihb tnder Hat 10b Ante-poM auppert 
l« RubWuirtiali a intesfliig Ha fvi wit) a big nedn bdM Dfeei fl WliKanton Mat 
Ineandeifl bagHmamunkoltarfyVBtllbtsdBycnNscMnMigfamatNaw- 
8^ Aiibang dd a aleda bMB lien Sennua and NflmnB whan aecoid to Shafntf 
fl Kamplsn Na tied hoa to btafer JaiHa Aiaban^ irtlh Ml rodi4ald tann and with 

iha gre^ leoWng tor MiV ms a leum eaclHn^ tMt Noidanea Prtaee la In the 

tom) but be pmtfltty mnaina 9«uid to be toflK wMa Heoa or Dneofl amoe tan 
In top ntob Msr Iha whfl Caitaddc and Adder) Magfla S a sackkiQ boaM)0 Gadleib 
neato) )KxJd seam to toea a Stan) to«t to ttn 9eda. but kShraktor naoBMir AMn waa 
a aoH-giauto Hbw at PiiyhouM to NefliTtofl and lea oMy lost Ob. But tha one moat 
Italy to tent 19 Hch E)«ma la Dafautonta Daya, who wen tina tanas on ilia Ftfl Int 
year. The mara lasft doTaead on iwe rwis lilt mento and, with Rehard [tawaody 
tafitog a ifls rtoi ta Heratetta Kni^ Dabtoanto Diva is daeiWy In wIB) a Itoa ohawa. 

Oilacttefl MOM EXPRESS 


4.40 


_^jtTiMiiauii 


THAMES onrON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
Q £9,000 3m 110yds Permit Value £6,302 

1 W05P AtfPW0tfWffM» Caifc DeHpalC6««eTO0 Gi 

fttonsMttiaket^ 

1 atPOFR QrBPiiLTwertMwrwastaPFftaBdPHflBaOiifl :^unai|ne 

Rofll Me md )«br dalaM liAflabBaa nm Mb BDflfl me Mb op 

s 1P21P CAMLFSCfUSA0Binn(toiCamfl(l40Gafl8B7n7 APMeCayV 

fltofl tan OiMt irMflwa A»pBf eim * BinaiifpiBi L'fl 

-4 2B45P Ba8HSTMff(qBWft^PIXni8Fbtadv9tt6 NVniflau 


EwiaIttgBBa fltaW wi» Mdd>ai ^ o en gi rip 
CDOBBtRRe 


a -Cttfi BJU»Ym([q(Md«blCDO(w)ilRaflSes. 


^eaiieadflp 

a 4IP45 OBNBtBxrntoiBiHBb'MitodJObMdtiee. 


tD a woody 


Olflliv 


2.25 


) 1-331F CUTHU.H0PEg}<BF)ta9EniieCatoreQMaSeiMi71)V — RMaK 

2 -IflII C00LGUWIER(iqmUMMBnaAJiaqei16 AAFbgBaH 

3 T 43 ? DONIiatVETHaiESrpmmMLShondRCwtoBIta NWliBBam 

4 340BI MOONDeW.(to|tSrCainSautogB4MCBiiewei16 BPowiI 

9 BOZFi inni iwn I r pt] ji) piaani Tiimnnfi rmmri) n TimtiT t i ft HUmBCO 

6 09DAF JOeSBIRlKWirpOITiBaraidiynrinBdtolPtlttMrSnZ. AFflfln 

7 -S2U3U OICWOHDn{iqi8elM*iCcnpafl«40W»sBl12 HrStaadt(9)V 

5 043Q aiaMPW(11)(D)(BF){UBmi^|MnKKi4l7ll2 .JCeWy 

9 1-i^ SmONGRAUUai(<7)|MsABato)JGIIad7l12 LAapflCq 

-9d«laiwl- 

BEnwO: 74 DMllMMtlieaHt 74 Moon Davit S-1 StomtoV B*1 Cost Gunat M Oflin Hepi^ 

10-1 sraig RMe, u-i TtawBlaaiM qHhi* 

ex' SMfReUw7n8MAHiqmto3-i(NHBKlBam)6ian 


O eel BARCUYS BANK H'CAP HURDLE (AMATEUR^ 
(CLASS ^£6,000 2m 110yds Pen VUue £4,377 


1 rzfrs PHMtFMHnMNrit4(miMBEAHareDd4GB*tog7eT..M8BrOamod(7) 

Awr, hM (teond a«f antofl cMIr CM 

2 46F3 SURSUM CORDAmiMVtM-'nmBlTFtom? 85 CfltCVMThmaiCr) 

Mhe, iBdabiHS. dedtcap 

3 sm MRSB*(24n(0Ztfe8)PM(Mbe84 .HrDAIaratMflrlT) 

Ankondpuee (IpflfledL pM dflwt 

4 9eSP2 TH«DERPOim(2S(II)(XMfl>Aplasawn)7EaMe>ty680.JtoM1IMMn(7)^ 

Bbet, flBnv Oen of UaiflM, eemito on dMVH and op 

i 2n4H IUGICALBUlB{Sa(D|(MsAEJalfHii}MrsAEJDlVBiiBni)_lllnVtaVi(]) 
MByMB.Mtoei d9 iBBiil [ »B8)wopadC8t 

6 Alus ERuaiSMiDiBRindawfl’rtaeiasISMEirBffB Cai»E M mi u (r) 

Oi^aflMMnfliifl aRagaMiMfl (vowianlm 

7 O«0 S6QUmy7)(lie)eraabDBfl)PHattieP5 Cfll*tobad(7) 

Lgit Mb. tMbw flS MepBl SUMS fld 04D CB9 

5 223055 BAOBERmCH(7q8nbyMKrtohgi&flmeHH7nO M4pGWhflbr(7) 

toflCK Me ensrtab. dtaOMr cri abswa guBBied cei 

9 4M IIVDSOnS(F11)(MLjanftrtfl*nPlf8t4l)7 I8 JAm4(7} 

Aet bM Mb flfl dBinfl Md cm V* bb« Aaondt 

O -6G00 ADUOVfSgnnieMMHQJBntgarSn? HrSdainyOl 

NMa4ttMe(iannidatodtoinndance> 

V 46000 1NE5TEHNCHIff(1S8to5BWftai«)D1Wam4fi7 MflLHm(n 

l^M«MMea(A«dcfl 

-lldadand- 

MtoBUBvagllt fOdtaL taebtapaagMlrMtoiMIl! iatt3A>W9v KM lb MaswiCMSS 13b 
BETTMG: 3.1 Seen Ceda, 7-4 Ptar Fren Rui« 4>1 Mn Bn, M EfUne 10-1 Bad BbWcIi, 
ItifndflpiU, Haglfll Bkm, 1^1 Wt Dimi, 14-1 MyaMto, A6 oa 1S1 Wflim CHaf 
897 JmielGngSliaCipiDAlBatartay(7)7-S(RBuBkfl}ei«i 
FORM GUIDE 

MRS BM has shown a marled pretenanca tar tastar grand but the mara 8 farided Id 
hate on pace to beat thssa to the hands d Itie capatSe OonMc Atira-Herlfly fltar lha 
totBfldeeantfieoendloNmrlnDetitfl'bfltonSwmimCanlaandPhflnaainei. 
iiyaiaitaothflp ai rgfln i QtheflOMrt MaaBto ri c alromtoeiadtlaChnflianWthidTheniea 
8aboa(dSuMnCaRto,MriariaitoptarmewrlmgvaiflAndnawitMillrflriarMl- 
cap Ha woUd piDbabV haw beaten Good Lord at Wvvticfc bM tor Itop^ up 
two out IQ so Ms chaiea true be iBSDecfld even iMto trto la on ttia eiort ede tor hm 
Phar Rom Funny to wdh OBe Gtaood. and a fifth to Ohes M Wtoeanbin to Janiary waa 
a pratTiflig aftort Ha naverwen when bynyfload bat waaon but teas an otHtake Snai 
if a nywhere near hack to ha bast ErUng, an unkidiy leaer «n«i a toe-Hjyd tolar at 
A«)irBitoNBiiantoar.iM8allabaaconaBcoutm<ip oeia BeTlMartybGtftflLtoqaedtoat 
bma. SaMcSton; ms BM 


ABfllMflvMlliCtoeBnesrandHflafliiMieflkraieMBdimrfl 
17 P2B2 JETFI£SS8(D)SP)ge8iafianByOctUisJninn780_— 

Gate bSM Abqp, OoeMf MP 

8 P4IO MRSOMMGtBSQtoCTmiDijBBBigrW— BI780 J 

tWofl pn^ fltok- hoMad dfliH ato op 
-tOiMtaad- 

Mrn n fltft ran niBtandcwpwa|gM;iUV6(|tagt8Mr2lL 

BEnM& 6-1 (tooilry Be8l, JMtoa Ooa, »-1 RaeftHM Hneos 10-1 M Coeto, caitee, 

12-1 Jm Bu, 14-1 Nim to OMt, 1S-1 AidMt Seofl, SMtatoi, Naky totofl 8^1 J8 mi. Mas- 
tor Pigiin, Oialiy lambet 2S-1 ellBrs 
897: no CMM ponean nea 

FORM GUIDE 

COUNTRY BEAU Is a dmi wtonar en the cowaa and an to Be Me tangar »to havtog 
started off to bunpers (wtns at Kanpton and Newbury^ Thi Itfl 8b hea to be dtohd 
but whs beats ttfl laleiifld gehtig B lha wtnnar on the aMdanee or hta Rtpmafle bat 
wto hare bom Sky^ and Breoay Am. nMrd Ouimedy agato tahaa the rtdi and ha 
stays mWi hto) toiflad or Merflea ti*to»aiilrir)flwWDimiiclo^eneBafirihBCoim> 
try Beau hoe for which he to aSowidafa tor tha 144anBlh bafltog Rid Curate rratfli 
noappaalibutRacliBtballcsnbaeanedaradifhaaiflBbeaafleharevnMlHuiltog- 
donfannwtto the uaefUDacottpage whan c h Bigedfront-runntogtedea were amptoyaa 
at Bangot ftom the atebla that won wdh The Aem tel the eauaa yeatenlfli AfltoaltBl 
to a laa^ contender at ttM weigtia, CItatan B a emrH aon whe bate Moumto Stem) 
ai Keritoton and hdb bade finm a mat altar tatag a stiff tes when fifth to Dawn Laatar 
at OialtertBni 11)1 sBMIb horaes nm wM wtten toaih 10 Clriton te to with a flniL Natey 
Mnar te too goad to dtoeoimL but Ardmt Seoul fl agtonfl batter horaai eamparsd to 
Wa t hertiy on Bratog Day. Mrater PRptoi and Jet nm Iwm to toipRm on itair tarni 
hue behnd BoU Cteise, wl8e SUhvlaa to tram a yate MruggRig tor wrnara JaaMee 
Or« has bead twe Sate’ opantogaflCfltofidi QateclKirr COtWTWV BEAU 


8^ latf cfMnv toepadofl 

7 A04P waKTO(tgr) ffta ™d*<*>W ’ b n i teiB) a81l __^HARtogirad 

aqt N* VeMA GtoMtf op 

S lAORS MO W IBCOr(B4|27>6rkle te 8CanniBSWaBr98B — MrPSccS 

ais itanrai MM iwiBfi^wi ry 

5 IliPPS SHMMFttMTMfff(D|(DHfiBHtetOH{S»Stt3 MrSOocfclS) 

i%D0P( HrfvMMi; 

8 -IfB UE>aCMe(7topt9lhiWHWMRAIwB8l Altamln 


igifblBAbtoearaeisbtoeirBififlteelBBtfap 
II HMMSTOWNlAeV(flQnftoBBJ4tecw)GBfltog«nO. 

tefli btoefi cM«a la^dbMs btoflne) 


JAM»e 


MMw0 m i glt tOK. Tiua fstebip aijyt Huiilom late 98 lOb 

Be7RMte»4ButeghT4MB)flnnk-.9.ieBBteaCWBA^StAfldweir.10-1BMWMWHir- 
ripaan iJdK birabl ton tolls MM Stonte taao* taf. 90*1 MnMfleL BHntag Fbanifli 
807; Stetoi 6 8 11 0 WBMtor 4-1 (P Kabtet 7 IB) 

PORM GUIDE 

Ttfl hra a wHk tedi Mad A wOft RMart Aktert MBIESONIC to wbh a peal cisnea 
Mf a toflharwtoghA Umiaente tookad a preniteig aort whfl) ha Ihfaflwd OeaaalJBia 
It Wncflttan to Octtbfl and tail do to Ihte teagua agtonfl modaal aaamad partann- 
•ra Artogy, anABCotwvsiar from AirtahenlteieappaaiKtoa, BthaaBBndtaflulte. 
He ean aai^ be tonded after aoma daeant mowiigs to good nmieas end haa Ptohaid 
Dimwaody to ha^ EJogy 4d bettor that MaiaaaMe (iSb batter alf) wtan aeeond to 
OttoM fl Hfenaater to Notwrribac AfldweV haa It to da wih tbs aa daa CaiBlira Cnn 
aadflvflh 1)8 72] In Iter Ivto-ttoia vine Dflnar Bay ■flslhtoeewaa but ha may not 
ba good imugto agMifl lha two prtiMflis but taMaa can 8*w whan trato) but haa 
aorMthtogto provti>ttaflte*)gdm»rthent li itenw ei iBn t ii pn a fl ilateii)l te f itol BrB n 
Lady.w^ " 


Smante. 


4.05 


SUNDERLANOS IMPERIAL CUP HANDICAP Km 
HURDLE (CLASS B) £30,000 added 2m 1 10yds mmm 
Penalty Value £21 ,495 

t 003103 BUWMGWIM)<RqmPA0ei4MRflS1l8-..^ JtPHeCte 


MTMfl fltow craetMe eotorato cub fltaad an 
•TCU tWHRNWAUminCCFSpnamaJOGLttaaiTflT. 


3 


flfltge boiB aiifaegi /need dram aegeegilwrer 

n-ern AUBANQ(«ai{DHHF)(BeRBang)ktoiJCanenD7Ti4 

Wfc toga aSDiflak btodefi 


(71 

-GBnday 


4 S1M3 SBB«S(]9)(q(INVMWStesE8fk2togNHeitenari6ll3 MAfbgB8d 

5 R)P/B3 0aunufIE0«8(l4(C0I(l*lSandw)ktoiHN«geaii3 SOuMeidy 

Wm put* 888 Iiftiv MP 

6 9M3I KDteSF0U)PEr(7)(q|GBigiNyal^rtoudtotMHta8i9T<B CU—ly u 

Aid tofllrdMMA edem Nflkftoand 

7 sen NOfBMNCEFRMCE(tte(CO|d%MGyinlJ4kkiVII«BiB71l2 MWbiboii 

atoek ptt cibbmM 3bM 8MM1 pM en 

8 54433 SMR8B£CnONf«8n(RMktoM|JlMd*7ll{| EHuMndCb 


,D9yrai 


A* iteiicfieMeraeidneeK ^MMacfl 

9 KERB osNBaou>(n)(Dl(aoeraBMeBiiti)Ma«m689 

Ratal htoidto;i^ Me dMwaiiftBisiiimtftMiHfid win hoqpidegi 

8 /22221 H0UBEGFaREAia(3d(DHJ8MLetenU4GUItaae687 Al 

AifjiaaManneifmaiteP 
d 5823 iSGacyRMC(73MP8F)tokiJJHBGei^ALTItom(M685-./MBery(^ 
AfteMte teiii u ltoM uratod toM ue er n fl M MbBrep 

8 tBSm RUBHMMBH(*4(D)a4mSte'RM«ieto|HRBailte784 LHmqf 

OflVAMtoilraetoalieei 

8 2B-MP SSa(rCfWCKER(9t)6A(SkrlAab)B4URnfli«84 UtoSOuilMlSi 

GM( fOfll Mb 88 cAidt C8I 

H 631 imiirnrnrnif8|ininniiTiiiiritniiiiri i*teiiaim(i8* baoi 

r>ieiS4i flennciwiwrfnnwi lyiatnnrtrsi 

8 oem SMILerSRE8UI(7qnB0Ra*g|PWbblS81 Btormy 

fl^Mendiflteds^ ** n en wfli M ii — i R edndifliidia d tcn 
-isdfltofid- 

BErrSIA St Btoflq«tad,S1 tMun Ataei,74 HM Beiefl.S-1 AlteBifl. 1IM ftogBuy 
fiMi.Giteeaaitoii. fi e MmA mffBiiBbnMiii.il fTBiwB.iiiiiiinrn w fliB mf ida* 
Otete, tangatold Pe, »1 Sflr seaetaa, 2B-1 Duflged, 90-1 Stas Older 
8S7: GefB ftigen 5 8 0 J euxm 8-1 p Wflbii) 8 nn 


StatotoB FouhM) la wiB thoudt ol and tiom lha eatoto Gi due wtonar Ktt 

SflaeUon: MBCSOWC 

HMS SANDOWN STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(OIaSS H) £1 ,500 ftdded 2m 11 Oyds Pei^ VUue £1,445 

EUnSrn«O«pQ»te0UNHB51l4 XMfl»(4 

BtMHIlNteDUtjii^ ^IMerii 

- . - PJ 


0 JUSnC£AL0ICpf)tnwAnflRM«np|DMcheSen51)4. 

IIQtBVtMnQRgdinWBedRHteMnaBlta 

44 auaatyooDpmifte)te4iataCBto)iMsii4. 


HDCX V ROU. SIM CFtev OwteCB 8 A Itoceieae L wa* B 1) 4 . 

SfUiraaLBM(DSArnaitf&DJGoona4URDianfi1l4 

2 8TBUSLA0|29|UsLeiiaARefai9N'Mn>vDatoB5ti4. 
STBURTS PfUDE (B K fbiii S SruMfli 5 n 4 . 


.-BPMiiBn 

-AlliHiam 


ST0NE8 TMOir 9i B Ml F C VWetet A BBlR D Mvbui 5 II 4. 
8RMLEV8 (Ufl 4 OQ AQnfl s 11 4_ 


XUBvdyn 
— C 


« BBMHf1)|ltef0eeca4NGefln4ll3 

0 nOONFCfBI(22)(ltonCtoCODgfltoneJQnid488. 
uERueanrpdRftodtedjaida 88. 


.Pta 


6 iaVBYBD(33)^DtoraniDiyyidp)tt488. 
0 SOUTHDOWN LAD (34 (n«lflkaiiaAttoaete«RR 
TUDOR KMG tl R KHb* J Ki8 4 8 8. 


1488. 


JUST ZXA(EW Janie U8B«dm48S_ 

HV TERN P DtOiv F RA D and) L ittto 4 8 S .. 
0 nuswoRD(i4{kaiJ8ETiBfl}Hannna48s. 

-SBdKtand- 


— LRnMA 

JGcMenicn 
— DOAMfln 
.-JtPbtoOsy 


-ARmnleo 

JIrSDmMn 


BETTMA 4-1 OmBM Lad. 5-1 bdte Ktoe> St Btoodilbiois tot BMflrie ben H8 10*1 9te^ 
fatofl, 154 Jfliea Ateei. Stoma Pridi,-t4-t RMk V noa StoA My 1km. Men f^, MirtB 
Bm Kara Wteiter. Uemmad. 2to1 eitea 

TTTiNifitnn initoiLifliiTi itorfTnrriitnirrai 


# Mm O'Shea may lesve It tuLdl tba eve of dte nee to book a jodsy (bt Qtel- 
twiham Gold Cup Go Wvititrig. Bitt thc trsDier is refusog to ponic 

at the laM of a definite rids for ibe gddis& fbunb in (be tace last year. A new 
p0o( could be needed as regular paitna Mkk Fitaenld has beea darned for 
Sougfi Onrat in Thunday's eontefl. And Tony Doobto, wbo stee i ed Ac atne- 
:K]Id fo vkmiT in 1st moo tb's Jim Foiti 
toiLBet 


S' 

to 


at WiDCanfoo is aet to be on 
Monk. 9nt O'Shea'i aatstant Eainoti Redmond atreaed: ate not 

about ttae jockey. woD*t know for dcGnite who wiB tide imtQ oea 


I grtnoid dries op 
inym ve on tee yem.' Go Baiiistic k 


whybeibouldn‘i 
1 ftff die Gold Cup widi LadhrokES. 


Chepstow 


1.15 Siberian Mystic 
1.45 Sail By The Stars 

2.15 Simons Castle (nb) 
2-45 SpariUing Gone 


1.45 


HYPERION 

3.20 Petto Risk 
3-50 Madison County 

4.20 Fm Bee 


TOTE TB« TO FOLLOW HANDICAP CHASE I 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added 3m2f11Qyda£9;96Sl 

7\WF mKMTKMG(14(qiteiBtetei4PNeMh8P8_ 

p»* bkok tmaiA Mkwf MmAf^ewA tflekdannd 


BBCI 


2.45 


-PM* 


2 2499 BSWE{Fqfr44)AJMn9i}MFtel5f>4 -..JIPHeCiy 

iteeatflfl wuyiBne wwAfleieeLiwBi flftf —iwMw 
9 uam SM.BrTHE8IRRS07)(rFFMD4TRraB981 S 


CUVE (»AHAM NOVICE CHASE (CLASS P) £5,000 added 
: 2m 3f 110yds 

1 p-sFS SRWiajwc(Kn(CD)(MBMHniaeUflVii«am ft 

8 P1HI34 aB81QE{iqpCfilitoeenteaM-LaiMa()A1iimeirt|7, 

$ -3(840 D(Mfaesior(ai|pGr(cmfFli*r9ttO__ — _ 

4 n-449 fWFTBBmNBCwvwlJMBBterBPG 


-Sawmeft 

.jwyMB 


.RFtomaB 


GOING: Soft 

• Left-hand unOutettog COU3B with aiir tenon. 

• RacaoQusa B on AA66 Chapakiw ral itatkm (Garem - Gtoucesar told to «M mil 
away. ADMISSION; Ctob CM; Itetorseb C8 {OAPs fS^. CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: H Pba 44 wmen bom 86 nerwrs (824%1 P Hobba 22-BB 
(S6tel N 1tolaten43avtes 2f. nS (83^1 P MelRita «44 eZkte). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P MeCcqr 3M8 (399%), C Uiwellyn 1647 (85%), R John- 
aon ttosa (203114 W Mareton 847 (179K). 

• PAVOURTTES: 8S wm to SBB races (409%}. 

BUNKERED FIRST THE: (wwid. 249 


*8ge>iBiclafBtei(teflflid. u iB (8 dfl M Btoate 

4 86M DarsuDr(n)(Di(itaijatoB4ifciji«i«i980 

gmAptaoimtato 

9 MliK BRAVEMaHAmm()D)(BF)(SNJEnbncn(-IGrkiil880 OBWiemM 

wMa dmI Mb iflfL artli *8 cao 

9 UB4» ni»IM^](hJltoi^H 1*101886 SOann 

dtet Mb, ted cflL (flin 8KB 


8 f*MQ CHIICHTDWNCHAICE(T4(lte6nltod>gayirie84CR^ — ittotoin 

-idactontf- 

8ETTll6:A7ltovtotagCeaato1 CkKlDe.to1 Rdtotettot amriamiCaann.1to1 1008(1 Was 
86: VM toprity 8 Ti 2 R Jcfwiai 2-1 P Mihdto) « nri 

TOTE PLACEPOT HANDICAP HURDLE (PLASS C) £5,500 


3.20 


added 4VO 2m 110yds 


IH 1RI LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
I ■■■^Iq£l0,000added2m4f110yds£6,970 


BBCt 


1 2UH-2 ZAN)5t{144(C)m(BF)UBhnDiggB4NTM8opOM061l8 CUmflyn 

■ral Ms 001190 fKaaawgBM aiu rteW Mb a wB teteteteiWcei 

2 8-FI1 H0NAIK(7){mRlends8JatnvlBfltAHabbi6li4 —ATbamten 

3 MUa 9BBIIANIimKm(<3ai*r^ —RFBflH 

f8ite( <oy8M««teatoan*B 

4 4313S QUBTMllWT(l9)(aF)(DIBae)JM*e685 ABtaaM 

amt HAaAaao, taqHtfteHfls, a«gi9 

5 MOC AINSIS0irLpR){17)(CPHA4toRRvii«nte8GMeCaiit783 .WMwitenB 

bbek anf gem «S8»to. quBoaO Cfl 

'•SdiGMad- 

BETriNG: to4 Mon Ante, 3-1 ZUtofl 4-1 QoWaqnR 94 SIbeton Hy8te, ttot Abai SM n 
897 Rfln8i|USA)6t18APIi(Coy4-igilRp4aiwi 
FORM GUIDE 

The tact that ZANDER hawit raced fl«e bang beaten two tengihs by Kandal Cwal* 
81 a llvee-mite norin chaae here n October am naeesiarly ageinat hbn That alana te 
dKom iBrni and the ban teMi the aabii wwii ihrat^ toon after to tong b8M them, 
Zander took to iwcBng wel to8 season and lan somt good tecea bflDiw wointng hto 
tat two. ena haie over two miBB and the other a hied datofl of the ueeAi RM Btozar 
ewer ihb trto 8 AfT- Not ter one moment aheuld the lyr tom) be tatan at face value - the 
nntat-up fnehed lame and a iQO-1 ehot was arty two tengths back to dWd - but ha 
Banger net last March, when ha spit Demlahan and MeiphauB n a dpil Itotoh with cut 
v) the gnund. woe another good effort and he has tha leepe to defy lop wrtght Tbltfig 
rtraope, the late developer Mon AiiilehBiIntoiciiitovdth every rwi and rnipette w betel 
Gfiasng a Bvewienf a pB) heUng tee 8knp taathar ItedhT brelian at yvbmasar f) Juna 
The totm Qi tee subsequent UngrieU wki lafl moteh is wettong out and thae to no dan- 
ger oMhte ceneig toe seen alter dotting (to at wtarwiM tort Sauntoy, but he a laMng on 
a decent sort m Zander. Even sa ha eoiMnh ba to bettor 81^ and should wl go ctasa 
agan Stoetten MysNe came liom oft ttie pace and Itotohid ateni^ behtod Mon Amflb 
rtrtitoniata NMer to Date and Mb Em over a fcitang teas en micli ffliv grouid fl Itevean 
tasttma ThawevwlaolwigatMiftaiiawondamgtnadsitsaemaiirstaftntoliadtartBr 
than she dto and aha wi told ites sbft aecise much man of a tart of slaintoa on this 
9cu)d agamrt horaea that wl stey tteae iTdas. Qflatequay v«n at Itoweartar aoilcr to 
the season Bito came back to wtontog torn) whan fto^ srtter geuKi fl Fontwal fi 
January Shea a canseiem mare who stsMs wel flid cemaa wal keo ths rackowng wtti 
her nder takng a hndy 9to oft Alnal Soft ll handtai this groind wel but rtnrtd hne 


46*BBtifltficiatatotaid^eepigtart3ia»i3f»ta flflmAto4toiw abktok**tita 
HenM6eit4MB]r1lie8ra«,lO»4Q BtetotoMBMaonl nig, »-1 Mate Udy.7-1 Bran 
HgNtohdflftSinM* 

887. Owi a iBi 9 8 1 Lltorwy Tl-4 (ATtonM) 7 Hh 

FORM GUIDE 

SAIL BT TIE STARS steps tfti to grade but it to her dob^ it 8 pnflwit as oppooed to 
tlraaflipoeeditei»6udipa»«jBateigntlOrig.UBtnBrthb8ewrhton^<lBl>wlrtGen- 
eral ftnge al Ibwceater vm the Md ivto on 81a tool tar thta tough mere. Sha leirtm 
the groJd. tas to peved aa she fa flapped up to dtotottoe and gets enough iielGftto 
conbraie her aequenea Eudkflb toiaet two nne haw bean a tong way bataw tort sae- 
aorte Royal 8 SteiABence second or ha Mrd brtM 9wiy Bay to toe Herraasy Gold 
Art to NoKoitafl IM he lecapftne that sort of tom) - and tab hvtaa been tftod in 
bHraratotosee8rai-Eudkratopiabel)lybeBlw88iad.T>w19079caltlehNaliorBlwto- 
rnr Brtmont Ktog tas yet to congtate toe ootna to tome attorteits into nesoa He heM 
been tocl-pertea b e ta e la ang toftaydodGAaenfleNtotortelltWatortte^ogatoough, 
toeEudpeitad goctoaeonhaberttonnraidhasatteaetwQn hare Mora Lady wee 
besian el^ aid a half lengftB nto kxrto boHnd Ottowa 8 UtfeDBler lart (north arty 
tar toe gap to widen wtan (hey met agato fm Sataetfrai; SU. 8T 7TE SWtS 


1 1 IdTTERSXrDJftRtAJLiintaMI^IIto 

2 F49Q FDRBGN RULE ff Mate) IfcCtoftjdJ JbMB80- 
9 2800) SLBIACRSX(7}(D)(JBMJiaeMPIttbe89. 


.JLeev 


96 ANOT)e)l6GKTn4{9miFtotonNrtPMif(fiy8S. 

« UIBJGHrn(t9(8Btat«ogPfth4«|r'6B 


-JFtertB 
JItanrt 
PM* 


6694 OU1Baj«G»rTAPRa0ltaHlto^80. 

SIPT1 aROfCFI|KBCp6a9LtaWed^R)a8D.. 

-74toctond- 


14*em wataft 19to Tne terirtqp ea^lfl; C3c* rt Ubofe 98 fOBi 

BETTWa 94 Petit Rtok,Mt Aii 8 M« , 5-1 AratoflW M rt, 114 Sta( n■ C[l8^ 6-1 Ftertrtiltek, 
F-1Clr8iOIIII^13-1Qulbbtoto ■ , 

897: 8)u Gfl 4 II 8 J A ltoCart(y M ffl (0 8banned) 5 (■) 


3.50 


PETER DOBSON ALLEN MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f llOyds 

nai T1S (44) Ms 6 A ItobBtol R Reto 9 R 8- 


2.15 


SIR PETER O'SULLEVAN NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £20,000 added 5YO 2m 110yds 

B0LSHa(P0gyHB8)»I lj6BW^ 1l9 J 

gfli tak pwi rttefla goto cfl, *4 geen sfl 


1 P481 

2 P2^ aAOBONCOUKrY(tq(B)6KPtotoWfiPHi)ita81l7 

8 -pees B0BDEWIS(D}rn«ftVftMBTGBDgs8ll2 

4 SIZE maNSPnsaifviMtoBtoptoUtoriMiCft^siii.. 

9 2333IP JASOffSBOr(11}(DMWEjar«4JMBB%a84. 


.JR08 

tv 


...TObaeanta 

——JlJetearai 


.8Q11B) 


2 3ien EFFecniAL(7MCg(acOEtoMteVVII»mTI5. 
aiflrtJpraUitoHrli^letadi 


3 <09 IIAOIALNtt2)(MBAfamGB)tftoTGaBgBll9. 


fOraaicfl 


.4Kl^ 

-HJatoBM 


e 44343 CHAMia.PABTBIE(lSmCU*Ma«bf*iMDBwMH80.JitelaBto(0 
-»* cto wd> 

MtoBBiawglC 168. Tn»tartHpi>ta( * Oi— f^**»tatia. 

SnWE 74 lli*Bn CM8K IBM WM ItoteA F'l •toMob Bag 114 RbM*P(«a 1W BM 

0aw^6-1 OflBfl Ftorttea 

8BT. Oorkra Colengfl (n) 9 8 4PCBtflry«-1 (rfbotart 7(81 


qflagaI* Ui ctMirate.gW8i a biteaM 4<ra B)isbb te B »hrau »MBte iid cap 

9GB1 g WHSOiSIIEWffipteBBbB B ll tert fltoRO&Brailia JlFNcCte 


4.20 


321 


|Bft)ic(0|tobtaiaBtt(ii!)afMB dtewi.|etowBintei. guBtowtf cep 
SOUMIAN (97) n R P BoQ J dftaC It 9. 


-PHaa 


hB biWKiens espesed. 


Seteeden: ZANOS1 


ytobe bbek heqsA yelbertHrtA taeksaas 

>SdfllBad> 

~TTin^T‘ ~rti8 T ‘ T -'r n ii n T ' T — [r~ntr. ‘•‘• T ii Tr-'. r'"IMTTn1 

897. MMbTheltoddSl 9CP»ran MterlAPOftflt H)9av 
PORMGUOE 

VanaUa WBama to mrtwig hter with Eftaeteal and the tomyBBMld to out agrtn qMMy 
star lacoRfcig ffl taflto wti to Ml outoiga fl Daneaata tort Sflwdtet Ha wen eafly to 
toe end vta toerdb Baly to be siB mom bnpmwmar* n eoma, a ttam srarty to mam 
Stmema Cratla and SOUOIAAN. Ung to trort cofl Sbnona Cartla toe raee at Aaeet to 
January wfran GatftBK pouiead doae tame and ta toon nufle toe imrt of Baraii*i( 
KnigMb rtow jump fl toe toot ta hew on al cut 8 Ltogftild, With Brtranten Knityit getog 
on to teflh aaoand to Zfletoaka fl Newbury toe taffli to deeert arW ta to bowid ta go 
ctaaa Sotamen tecta the raetog ■fledenoa of toe <2tar two but hai given a good 
countrtMnBefttoaltoraafltete.fi^mtonflZiiuli8n8AacoLAB>iixtfibeMw)fte- 
tort than amQneCflllBWBi.tt«)rtiWehftiB C aB tto eo m etoi)etewr M ii down atAacqt 
nwa ante flidtatowi won coaly at IbwcoeiK Gataedon: SOUMAN 


COMMENTATORS MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 P9Q AU.POR7TCCRACK(4mtaaDBn9PClten*gs9tl7 HrKROritomP} 

2 435ffT> aAfWAI(B9JEp7>90H|ni^M jflta fle [ 

B 


m KU»CrCDUNpU}(C7toB)>taMJteB71i7 
U- 8UCKIM.toZ)93to(anmlteifl)NaB8fweil7— 

sen (tePDWH0IUBnPtaDi«niP7ib68n(i8ll7.. 

0 oMmimuiietoffte’RBdteSMJWtertiianT 
36008 COUinRTCDNCOfBE(7ia)^CabtoC.tanteail7. 

■2388 f1MI6Cmn(AA(MAPJCBM91l7.; 

•OOCS »iaRICOr(B}CMs8A8«ntolllsSJ8v«n61l7 

00 HWmBIAICBO(aEW[OrJ8iilto0KWteJ'KMBtl7_ 


.JR 


3 

4 
9 
« 

7 

• 

9 

8 

1IG9W SANDSPaBTrcii)|tevCRHteRrtCtaiiamaii7 
fi (Off TWOLOn0pS8{ft'RCtaate96ftonft>l7 

8 0 ftOBB.LADn81 tehte lte*fl 9 MP»»4*8 

8 0 l«ETWSeeECIg|M taI ft ta».pN itato8dMR»<B7 

BEnWG 52 Mertta SBMto M a« MdR M taW iJto 9-1 Fto Baq 5-1 Be Iralqr Ctok. 

8-1 B wftA raM V,25- 1 8Mra 

80t naewnapanttoB nee 



JiatemM 


.6tofl|*M 
RHu^ 


Wolverhampton 


2.50 


HYPERION 

2-20 Naked Oat 2E0 Roekswain 3E5 Gralmano 
3.55 Double Oscar 4E5 Refuse lb Lose 5.00 
Nikita's Star 


GOING: Standard (ABwerther iracki 
STALLS; to) 6f - eutflja; lamatodar - irflda 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hgh tramMto toi 4t 

• Ftoraaand surface; left-hand coma. 
•CaanBSDuttecBtoftownonEeaeBftalstalianartgtoacoiflK 
APM Bm tatOMC&TteraarttottiCWPmBtaBaelDa^ata 
CR;V te «au ri iii (a i (wrBaD Otatetaa«rtiance and mete OW HARM 
Rea 

<‘**i*"ifmnninr‘m TT iin w nrtra aiint BiimnnuuiOTi n»i 
nan (OStel, M Muiatan 57-2G0 (2t9m J Bany 45^ M6K), p 

Hastemao-ZCffidV 

• LSADBIQ JOCKEVS: J Wbaw G909 pUbj. S Sandora 44648 
(CGM G carter 33631 (H3V Daaa MrtCaewn 2B6SB (ttan^ 

• FAVOURflES: 401 wntom 1236 rflea (324%^ 

BUNKERB) FIRST THE; (visoied. 3301 


NORTHERN TERRITORY SELUNG 

STAKES (CLASS F) £3.000 3Y0 6f 

94921 nSKrWHBK7MP9JBny94 GGtoflr48 

<6331 ROCKStollW(7)(CO)Pta*Ri6« JtMmtell 

0SS3 MAUIZZAp}(C0|PE«m88 JFAMK 

4< AHBBE(1R8HM888 TSptaB3V 

04049 CAPEHOfCCSqjAtatwrtac ^TQutailO 

400360 StCrMaUlfEUllp}8B(wi888 dbtoj^lV 

-00504 SNAFpynMEiMtmMOQteae Agiflsb 

00469 MAOefCEOSRHGlDrtBBier tarttatayf 

325- PBBaOUSPaNCEaW<WR<tart07 — 

_ - __Cmtora(S7 

-03M SM6F8RHE(7)nRHMBBf67 AttaCSMl 

0005 ST1UVS&lbbBBBeli87 Rlflf** 

-lf( 


8 8230- AMSaiMANtMOMnJBwrtbeB XlMbwq|4B 

11 Ot-149 7B)OUBO«e|9S(gEiyOOqpira799— LOtenoMS 
C aOI» auiEISTETltafCS)NUanodR278— -w_JCktai6 
8 1S» F6All lll8ro f S! lA Haiftw LSttM77a-, P a M eBn 

iBi ta wetactaioa itettaftietoHflliii e aftieitatefabRwtan 

rtoNLoteTkrTii. 

BgnwawOBMIea IWIkaiCutaitoi Aft, WCtoteiCtou, 7-4 lira 
ftFto.6-ift)M*OaiiraOeraiqB,6-fMiteifc.fb-t AhK8totei.»t 
m Ju rtirtite. torti Of Clrtka^ 14-1 Bald Bart. 16-1 fltea Wto 


4.25 


ED WSTMAN UNCOIM TRIAL 


86TTWB; MMO n BC ir aw Mi , 4-1 IHto WkWRn W ■ g ' jLT lS y g' 

tol Cfla Hope, 8-1 Utotan. 10-1 awFfV Ibraa, 19-1 Stag tar tote Sky 
Hcflilrtii,AliwiB, 14-1 Otamra, 294 Magdce 



\3^ 


2.20 


VICTORIA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
ESiOOOadded 1m 100yds 

46 HUSGAW£pqPBMfl89G NCBlrta2 

0O- KEYTO(137)GkkOut497 R8te«BtewP)B 

0 6ERRA1EtiqD9ter487 JFbrak«« 

tW£BMC HAIliB(l3qCPwyrt3aB-.£l9toteoill>4 

0060 CROFTERS EDtf (7) A,Brva368 DatneaqrAtT 

06- MNCMGGICT<1tRPtanB3Be CLoStHtAIO 

0060- DSnW8IA(uqJEfll8n3a« JHaB 

03- um01 T MWCC WWP Ch tota < lp " SB9. 


JiHtaPdii 


9 18962 LOBUOCOARHamcnSBe RPrtbraiS 

8 9M3 HACSBACK(USA)(I4ltaLSatt«3e8 KMkilBV 

n no- IMNDHAR(173|Qtata3aa PauiGddiiyB 

e 35432 NUSBOirMSSna(T389.— JStodcl 

8 64- 4AftRnHINbliqSCWtany3B3 CCrtMMS 

-iSdfltond- 

BETTWQ: M Dnta Mhsgo, 44 NMid Ort. i-1 Dmtertto, 7-1 Itedb 
Baek,8-1 Jrt iayau. tol ItontoK itol Utteiita, 14-1 Bauuhg Own 99-1 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA STAKES (CLASS 

^ D) £5,000 added 1m If 79yds 

1 OIAIIOItDnAI0(ttaPHaito«91 Cl0rtlNrn4 

PKnOCOL(talMSlJnfinwi«8&.-— dtapianT 

30000- aBafTVAufeftne»iiiLSm>i49g ^ — 

2TI-8 GnuiiANOn4)(C]NLttaKta38n Stot*ra»2 

0004 MAaCM.8A8AGtaWHflBn369 F ljf^S 

UE03- BETTHOfUltoUHHrti qiaat . ^ 

1 MONCKAMAmnJ^Hngaao SRMitai(7)i 

—7dfdand— 

BETTIIIG: 1M GrataoM, 9« Ctanwd fto^MBm, M Mdta 

BMo.9-1 Mandra*. 30-1 Pfrtoeei. 39-1 SMtatoy 

J. S. WRIGHT HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
jfiStOOOadded St 

SUITE OP CMinON n (Ci D awr 5 8 0-4 n V 

CREIAN GST (129(09 N Utoteden 7 6 8 -J ttetota IS a 

BcxoBFORr pi7| n 

^ 

oaiBiEOflb(«9w**<90 

DOMEOBCItRtieaWDWUiBBn AliKbi^lB 

cmssyagxwwPBwaaa— 

MUCaL0(Mb(D|AJina368 AMOrtvffl'N 


HANDICAP (CLASS B) £30,000 
added in fOOyds 

1 14I-61 «APaiAAn(td(ca)EAkiBne 80 1 

faWMflCtotMtedteflteieftiii Marti art ctei 

2 «8 mnsnAMso^KBairtsa?. ~ ' 


00040- MM0REMMCEBir(M9}(t9Etatn499.^F8H>7 

rttoiieiirtataOraoreradrt— ftraartte rt M to —i J ifl 

0230-1 RSU3ETCUnE(ten4E<MK499 l.^'B*!. 

prtpte kfl drtflte taMBtaeap . 

949« VUtOBOeOUMrSia. 


13755 

1 one- 

2 00S3S- 

a 00000- 


btedirttoiGtaRBlieGpaRf^ 

6 0300-1 «KB9aNS8BafG9MPK*ftflS92— AMOrtvAT 
ita"<taaBMw|i<tai ta «rt»h < *> •"* ! »■ rad4«taito i ifld cfl’ 

7 4m44 inSAIIAJ0R(ltonCAtai4a2; ftatoiOuywl 

icydOta.iMfltoLftiWBi»Mto w,rt MJ toKyM, bmicm 

8 -4B2H JU5rUM(14(qK8ll(te490_ D B ra — J (E9V 

artte ■fl id f a mm q f rtito fr radrtraM it irteg fltarcM 

9 8404 (BIBIGIMP6URTtHinTJtartfBn49e DHrtwdf 

bbM radflan^ ta^atoSMi, a|Ntf <ap 

8 46B) RBCAWCPilttfTjinKBiIrtSes Xtantoaatl 

■ftoaaiiralHgini(iMrt**rtritow«>kwrtAyelbir«t!p 
n fiON- cRAzrocf(i4 8(i9PQfc Bes ^ronie 

8 341N HBfKW(C0)Altracqita4a8. 


4 0(-<Rr 

5 30<122 
9 B3BZ 

7 taoe- 

8 -RB2 

9 2BBK 


0to|0l; OBMaBM Airtnto Iflmf rttMe 

8 SSBOB IWM0WUZa(l9(C0|DNehBfe8B1l FNntoaS 

Mrtbbe,flftteoDBbdteiMeip,iaiw«dft . 
'•iSMckrad- 

BETTMCi »3 Gaft Btaart. 94 RMteB lb Lasto Ml fbyto. 7.1 tot 

blliiflte( * 1IMB lk 19-iJMfllBMbl»ta9tofc te .-a.ilteMBitoMflW 
UiialtaAtara CuftCkaRitoi Oa te C** rt,T laiaftrt a rt i;a54 Reonra 
■rMto Mte 


FORMOUDE 

Gal StartdIIra bast rMad 0b tarhtotowta^beMng rtlteeb 
evera rtipiliy tongar Jninay 27 £ta*4Btoflil Ratartt lb Lara 
te up toe same omeud tar hte cemetartc vdn fl Ltogfiau, wham 
haira l i r aii <i drarc7Hw)Pa Pfcttoa rvUrtfl hm awantrartta, 
ThflMnp r ra sn ■h/ toeyrtiotJrtrtgowMterttaafongwIliFtoyfi, 
aBk r prB ra dhanaeapper rai ter to rt ) w nr raid wtahra bean giv- 
en a Mai b raM Mte a ta cemptated I* hfl 'to M hara to Jiini^. 
One tofl jufl rerifl a KtePtoe fl a decent pries fa HEVER 
GOL^QLOITt Mi wto to toa Swertrt) 20000* fl Slerttoeto) toot 
Jm to dtotortl ta vraffp) up, but bataahand hflj Ifeflhad iwd to 
a Ltotad iraa M Oartay M tad good iraMsi tami hen to I* 
tort race toto ycra Haver Qeir <Bory was beaaw) by toraa recent 
wimrawfra»fatftotegtaai|iHMi Olmii/ailktglliUmtaOmiTf§ 
tartrtflre itajra l ta i ra rtBi ta ii iud aaaianltae tort rode htoi that 
dte;LartyBrt. w aabirartii(tatal»hrawfttedtamtoe»novaupte 
Hvan ftitonge, but tab IP rt heme over tirt trip and them murt 
ba a afi|]rt Oeitat 0 ft) vtoetort hrt to as effectha emr 0* » 
tended rraa the conrtbrtri) wto fiem Tieten Hwp sangia tan M 
good n too(^ and Adrien MeCrtlhyb 9b aBmanee wl 
beta oftart toe rttoraqurtit Ota itoe Rambe IHIzer to only 2b 
Ngtar tort) ta wra whan ta wgi ita eettaependtig handteap a 
year ago, wita Cr^ CMS ia tan tort yanf ora wen tart yoarb 
Itoceto aito Kuta Uf* rtra taUtotatad bwih to tote race: Tta 
Sta beta er> tort rtKrt rtdr fcr NNte Ms, and ft migrt rttetai 
Jrat LouL wide TtoarttoNoflete two wine tar Lord Hiaitoteden 
were in leMnfy vraM etoaWng iieaft Seteetien: HBVBl (KXF 

GLORT 


TASMANIA HANDICAP (CLASS DJ 
£5,000 added ImefieOyds 
JAkWCANRJGHT(m(C}^8taiiynfli58Q 

— ■ ■ ■ - ntaMo n 1 

N0mnM(CO)RWMerti7ft8 AHi^teas 

CKAMM TBRn cm 409 Ifite S mn 6 9 86 WMHHb 5 

PEra6iaipi)ccci}JtaB(M99(L__ Jitasag 

Wionffi SM (9) (Q D UiMy tad, s 8 u Lseira ra 8 

SUC»MW{fl(QmEAhBn68B JPteg 

mw^(S2J5RbaM467_ NDW4 


1 B931 

Z 090 
.3 2WB 

4 MDt 

5 36464 

6 46206 

7 3»« 
6 .4022 

8 new 


fOniUw(32)OOaplBli4BO 

ftsues BUT 91) (Q a RAg S a 0 . 


-LChimcfc? 

-TSpaitegB 


BEnWfen4J raafcwfl Bll . a-1 NadtoL9-i NoiMtai.9-1 WtabSta 
74 8MM Bor 9-1 Sega Kraft, 10-1 tabatta. SM rttan 
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Punters’ Guide 


CHEPSTOW 

L15: Mon Antie bta eicoellent : 

rtetirials 2ad could defy a bike b 
tbe rtuigbis. Zander’s ch&nbe is 
bard to assess after an absence of 
looie Tbaw four months. Qnls* 
taqiiay performed badly wbdii 
favourite at Foat weii thre e weeks 
ftgo. SIBEXUAN MTSnC has yet 
TO show her bea foon in the mud 
but ihb grey marc, the nwe^ 
youngest ooiotestMt, loote I>6SL 

aoQ 

L45: Brave BiglilandermuBrcar^ 
9 9Ib more than his proper hand- 
icap marie, and the Josh Gifford 
stable is m tbe doldiams. The 
poor recent ftw™ of Jenny Pitman's 
yard could abo count a^inr lit'. 
lotY 1*4^ Bafanoni Sag has yet to 
mapoiie last year's fimo. SAIL BY 
THE STARS is ibe safest bet 

COD 

2J5: EffednaTs penisteat taO- 
svrishm^ again evideai in victixy 
on soft ground at Doncaster last 
wedecni^ does not seem to alEsct 
bis prowess. It is of concern, 
though, that the stable's condi- 
tional rider Shane KeDy cannot 
claim his 71b allowance today. 
I017 McOoy is aboard SIMMTS 
CASTLE, a Lfogfield winner last 
month, and can mafcg this count. 

SANDOWN 

2-55: 5UKSOM CORDA lades the 
eatperienoe of many of his rivals but 
has put in solid performances, no- 
fahty when ihim at 'Wnricfc last 
dme. Mr bn vvdd four of her sst 
completed starts over hurdles last 
aeasoo and has dear prospects. 

□□□ 

3Jlk Ihe Sandown turf is often Italy 
bolding at this tune of year and sevb 
emi of todayY fancied runners 
would not want ally more tain. One 


hypf. rion's 


TV TIPS 


of them is Coonto’ Btao, w^ dis- 
mpdntedoosoftgoinghewi^-lao' 

uaiy. IWCtaalecarrits the taggim 

burden in a htgbly coBipuo'tiW «- 

xraL but docs ha\8 the Bssistaoce of 
smart 51b datmer Seamus Diuack. 

glAOTQt pilgrim is an intor- 

contender now T<^ Bald- 
ing's yard seems to be hitting form. 

□□□ 

4.05: Judging tbe ability of Btow- 
iag Wind is veiy dlfBcuU. He _fia- 
ished alongside Champion 
Hurdle-dass nioners at HaydoA 
in Juuaiy but even Martin Pipe 
said be was Qattered. Sadler’s 
Bcalm Ekes the mud and win sure- 
ly tie challenging at thc finisb. An 
outsider woiA eaefa-way siqiporu 
however, is ETAR SELECTION. 
John Madse's rviuwrhas maden 
quiet start overjumps but was de- 
oent on soft ground on the Flat. 

□GQ . 

4-4B: EULOGY has tbnmto away 
wimring chances because o f dodgy 
jumping. Ridiaid Dunwoody laltes 
over today, however, and it is 
worth rcly^ on his stalls to gat bis 
mount into & winner's endosure. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
4-25: REFUSE TO LOSE, who 
turned a competiiive-lookiag Im 
h.indiegp foto a procesrton WbCQ 
sailing home 7 tengths dear of Plan 
For itaSt at Lingfie)d last time, re- 
mains on a fhir handicap mark and 
can fotow up. Golf Shaadi, who 
woo in good style here lalefy, is (he 
obvious danger. 


IN the 3.30 at Sandown, 
Chnrchtown Glen is a top- 
pTioed 2(>-l with Coral and tire 
Ibte - Ladbrokes ^ Il-J - 
wfaiIeJoeBii3sisl4-lwithLad- 

broks- William Hni gp 9- 1. In 
the 4ilS at Sandown, Regent 
Rake is a top-priced lO-l with 
V^Uiam H31 - Ladlnokes oSer 
Just 7>1. In the A3S at. Wolver- 
hampton White Flaiu is 9-1 
with Ladbrokes and the Ibte - 
Coral go j'ust 6-1. 

Ian Davies 
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at-1 
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94 
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afliflVrtrt to taoBiaAftcrt 7,334 
C-CtoiiK-MnilkL-LrtbrtreT-'l* 
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Results 


AYR 

aiO; r STORM CMJ.(IJrtd(*)a3-1; 
a TTfl caam ivn tor; a obb 20-1 is 
fflb 1 '/s a P WMrt^. IMr £3010; £630, 
cw esaa dp; e2Bea cta: E34sa -mo; 
eoare. 

a4S; 1. WELSH MARCH 0 ( 

96 tav; a Rartflrtte Owen 94; a i 
Sewetog 19-t 5 rate 6 1& (G M fttaorrt 
1blB £176; eua £zn DF: eia CSF: £205, 
3,20; 7. BIRKDALf (R SuxU 8-8 fm; 
a ABadrta 11-4: a Crah Bee 92. 4 ran. 

1V>. dta (L Ungo^ IMk £aaa DF: £2Bn 
c^Bin 

as* 1. WCHOIAS PLANTS -UO} Tftr 

2. Nto ibMt 9« & Ttan TM e-t 4 ifl). 

M ta Atom jrtita (pirtra Ita a a o 

GrteHV 'M r fitan DR 

42SC 7. HOWAYMAN 0* K Andaravg 
8-W ta a BurtCs Drtiglit 7-ta a AreUe 
Laadar 9-1 7 ran. a drt (K Anltesfllk IMfl 
£120; Eau cua DR £22a CSR £3n NR: 
Tfttten Dadert toda . 

S4tt 1.GOSPB.SONG (I tatatel) 0-1; 

a Sagrta H-2; a KHbea Khig 7-a 8 ran. 
n-4taitaM rtta 7,-rt. CAyffitaHL-ltaifl 
£1080; Ezsa £a0a £22n DR £213a cse 
ef8n.ntaart;ee8a& 

Ptaeepei: £Maa Cftadpob £4330 
Ptae* to 8f882 Pteea 5; £2834, 

• MARKET RASEN 
aso: 1. RAMBO lANGO (Gwy turart 
l9-l;aCtaaniaiS8rt(4-i;3.0fniraMta- 
brt H-2 9 fWL 9-4 ta Dutch Dyana MhL 
K Th. (B Cteitalgit. itate: £2170; raaT 
etaa fi2H OR £8880 CSR £7254 WM 
£38888 Ita: £10858 

22to 1. COOL SPOT (R jQhneon) 4-1 ; 

aNrtte8itar94taaftoft-AndfteMvte-t 

aotoi-NiCHOLnnvMPMcCeul 93; 
a Bambiagti BoyTto aihm sictes teK 
10 ip.4, rttohd. (M -tamptanai. iMBs £330: 
£uq £14(1 £I3Q DR sen CSR £tM& Ttta; 
£2m»ftHMlrare 
33to 1. EJAVmMtSSKM (LVVntl 8-1; 
a Pirtude 1b Fbdw n-1 ; 3. Stafl Wtoa- 
leraMSnteB-i taFbtitota$a(ra» 
rtfay>.Tbte;enaG;g2jagaaeiaaDR 
43»a eSP; S7W THent 8f083B. IHd; 
£531X1 lA toBhorte. 

44ito 1. ni^AUlE (A itamtad 3-1: 

2. .tahn Dnam ^ ta a United Lta 
b»r «■! KhflL A M W btaM Ifato 

euo; £123 £t6Q Qtan OR esm (s^taaa 

TriKfieMMl-BaleBnyBqii - 
4-40; 1. VTDU. wniw^ P Naad- 
hord n-6taaAndanmB3.1;a r 
raw Hall 9% 5 rate a ia (C 
G230; eisa sua CF: E3aa (^ SA (ftei 
SaitarJtoi, Sumy Malta 
&IO: 1. BEU9UnO'(L WM 7-« 2 . 
Sbaag A^ 5-1; a Redton «. 16 i«L 
^ (N Okrtan^ Ibte: 
£690; Etta £280 gm OR 88250. CSF; 
£2322 Trier £3780 
Ptonpob £88a Ooadpec £350 
Ptace 6: €3838 Ptact to £828 




1 Imperial Cup - 10-year-tale | 

IS 8 S 89 90 S1S2 93 94 95 H97 

irtiMMfte eteca In baHtan 0 1002J1 00 20 

,»«h— • to .1 3-1 20-1 «-1 92 94 391 91 91 81 

WtankwaOBK 96897885 55 

WlmbiB NrtteMa: fUtttOtlBlunA'IUltrta 10880 

tentenriftMten nraa- rcMrauttea -waft Second rrtreuritea -E46S 

PMMDteaa at itonn Dteead ire tad or 3rd tai Iteft raem 80% 

Otottert mtead rttonra Oterratra 94 reaa 

1 mnart ralrart whaar: Radaua Bev 391 ftSM 

%D taalnor u Ptoa - ftrart Itoilflv fSBto OlviTDlrt) rSBSl 

tatataltoLWyer- Praefeua Boy (BSi 6B9R; 

P ScudamoB - Itefli Myatary (8881 Otyngda'i CMQ 


[ First show | 


'T-- 




SANDOWN 

280; 1. ANDANfTO (R Dinweody) 8-11 
ta a Bramwa HrtLad 20-1; a Kuirtdte 
8-t 14 rteL VA n (La^ Hanta ibte; 080; 

etn BU8 £zn oROTa ^£898 ihk 

£878 

23to 1. MOUNTAIN RAIH (M ARtnrw 
rtd}3-1;2.KnlgMteCr8rt7.2;S.-toBar- 
onra fV 10-t 7 ran. 92 ta Naarfy'An m 

3.10: 1. SOBI STICK P* M Vltrao)) 
G-1 : 2. Sopaftor PIntoh 5-1 : 3. Dari; Hate 
ay 7-t IS ran. h-tota Oluidb Break Mh). 
7, nk. m w EaitefM lUiE £1980; rain 
£17a £isa OF: £3890. C9R £8468 Dto: 
EXtBOn 

3-45: 1. GOOD LORD MURPHY (R 
Duiwoedy) ft -4; Z 1bm lUer «-l ; 3 l Bun 
Atari 14-1. g ran- 92 ta KtodS Barter (laQ. 
12 a (P Hebbrt Itote: £tia QA 

earn, dp: esad csr £2538 iho: ebbaj 
FR Martas W " 

4.16: 1. BRAES OP MAR (l*jor O 9- 
94 ta. 2. AirtilM Gfla 7« a Holy 
tota ^ (NHandmorU Itate: 

£240; £188 £190 DR 048 GBR &7t 
4.50; I. THE PROfBS (i GoktolBM 91 
ta 2. KhaalnBa 91; 3. Evra Smite 91 
12 iteL n aM4)dJN TtetotOfiOavtaal. Itate: 
£390; £l5a E22& E23n OP: ranr^ cSR 
£1788 Iheara £0408 IHk 64660 

to E22S2380 - part wote Ftacl of 

CrttadfentradteSandDimtedaK 

PtoBO|iQto£IXU10urtdpot:e2a7n ^ 
Ptaco to £3362. PteC^ £4738 

• Jimmy McCarthy was yesterday 
banned for fh« days a^r ancing 
down Ibm Silk on the nio-in of 
tbe nonrices* hurdle at Market 

Rasen and losing second i^ace to 

Lorcan wyer on Barnbui^gh Boy 
byasbort bead 
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Express to 
fly in for 
Ramsdens 


TTffi p£VIEW from Shake- 

speare couQtiy-was most iqjbeat 
„ yesterd^asKadastrofgavehis 


befiue next ^week’s Cheheaham 
Festival. 

The eigfat-^ear-dd hnmwwH 
round the gallops near Robin 
Dickia’s Alscot Park >ard at 
Stratford, thou^ the trained 
was not tempted to immediately 
elevate his chestnut to tai rg on 
the titans in tte Qu^ Afoth^ 
er Champion Chase. Kadastiof 

wiU nstead lemain in novice 
company for an Aricle lh>phy 
Chase zn which he*wQZ be just 
about favourite. can onfy 
run in the Azfcle (moe and, 
please God, he w31 be in next 
year’s Champioa,” Diddn said 
|jl|vesterday. 

' V “1 don’t want to sound too 
bullish, and Cheltenham . is 
Cheltenham, but on the bare 
fotm of what theg^ all shown 
up to now Kadastiof win vdn the 
Adde. Ihere are a lot of un- 
Imowns. Edelweb Du MouHn 
hasn’t beaten aiqftiin^ yet and 
who knows how good he could 
be? And I would be teniSed of 
Champ! eve too. 

*T!e[Kada5tR)QwDz)ced&b- 
nlousty tins nKuning. He was as 
free as a itird and he loois a mil- 
lion doQaxs.” 

KadasoofwiD be oneof the 
more musnal jd^exs at tins 
year's FestivaL He is a hone 
who has shown his batt lin g 
qualities to good effect across 
^Htadog^dviBODS, haut^won Ml 
' the Flat, over hunfles and over 
fences. He likes to kotp bu^ 
and has won sia times this sea- 
son already. 

i^rh^Kadastrof 8 best of- 
fering this season came m de- 
feat thou^ when be finished a 
dose seccuid toAsk'Sim in the 
Game ^nrit Chase at Newboiy 
on St 'Vhlemme^ D^. That win- 
ner now heads tiie mmiaet frir 
the ChampHMi Chase and wfll 
not at least be oowded oiu in 
le two-mSe.duoDpionshvfr^- 
lowing yesteriqp’s dederation 
stage. 

There wjDi be a maxiinum of 
U mnoen in next Wedr^ 
day’s cenCr^ece, mduding 
pastwinnexsoftheniceinKla- 
iroa Davb and Viking 
The contest B greatly fiswDured 
by tile indnsion of One Man, 
who has died a boitiUe death 
at eadi of the last two Festivals. 

. There wiD be a relatively 
small Odd too for the same day’s 
. Royal & SusAUiance Chase. 
The pzeseoce of Ireland’s latest 
wondexbonei Florida Pearl, 
has scared off many t^iponents 
and the big hone will now have 
maximum ttf 1 1 liv^ ensure 
iqg the smallest field for the race 
siboe'ei^t Hoed up in 1993. 

, Martin Pipe, who has pro- 
vided the winner of the race in 
Rolling BaD and hGinneboma, 
suites a third of the entry. In 
a book with Ladhrok^ tiie 




ebampSoD trainer is5-l to send 
out fiw wioneis at the xDBctinfr 
as be did 22montiis ago. He is 
3-1 to saddle two or ti ir ee wiu - 
neis and 5-1 to draw a blank. 

KpemaywarmupfbrPrest- 
bmy Ibric by saddEqg tile winner 
of tod^ race, Saodown^ 
Snnderiands Inqxxial in 
^ndi he is re p resented fay the 
fovourite, Blowing VAtid. 

The bookmalmig « q>on s oT S 
offer a £50,000 borms -lbr any 
horse that goes on to cdOect a 
race at tile Festival after sneess 
at Esher. Swndt^atid^ r^bet 
then fiability by offisii^ 
erafoty riiort odds at Chel- 
tenham on their Sandown 
winner, triiicfa tiiqr tiien back 
^th rival frrm< -ihey had to 
cough up five years ago when 
F^)e hhnself achieved tiie dem- 
Ue with Olympian. 

^HARD EOMONDSdiT 
NAP: IdioCh Lady 
(Ch^Mtefw l.4n 
NB: Hoh E xpres s 
(Sandown d.OS) 

The frnpezftl Oq} has been 
made notable this week fay the 
tombling price of two horses. 
Blowing Wind hhnsdf was cut 
Aastically fay Cnal, WiDiamlfill 
and Victor Chandler despite 
those firms not takiiig a pem^ 
piece from the ^mralpublic: 

TTin hn nlmialray * ai gmngnt w a s 
that th^ bad not initiafly a^ 
sessed the race oxiectiy, vriiidi, 
in pab parlance, means they 
made a oock-np. 

The other great movement 
came when Rubbabutnsh,who 
was the 66-1 rank ontsider ear- 

in the we<^ suddenty 
dropped tike a stone until be 
zeadied7-L 

The g^unbled^'h^xaes ate 
muted ' 

cent frion is/Osfctenb^ dfo- 
pkiiable. fildiviiig'll^ad did' 
nuntagB tO 

and RriBred Haydrxfr last 
time, bat those horam xan as tf 
tb» hot B^lkdbein a cur- 
ry • ^ about 

an hi^beibg^^^^^ ' 

Uix^ smr^OBCRieiis w3 laesa 
good vahie abend a heuse fr^^ 
a notorious aeridv'lKai^ 
yard. Wfa& aaodiBr fiuicied 
hone m Nordanob F$hoe is US-. 

to ap pr eci a te the giripg, 
the sai&ce looks perfect frx 
I^da RamsdetfS Boh Kq^cas 
(not best 4BS). 

There is soli^ action todty 
too from 'Wstveriianpton and 
tiueecaatestsontbeBBCfirom 
Chepstow. The Welsh races 
muster just a pathetic 16 lutmea 
between them, but there sppeais 
to be two standout value bets. 
Mon AnUe (1.15) is unpraving 
qindter <ban the handiwipper' 
thinb», while IDIOTS 1AD7 
(nap L45) foces opponents wIk) 
are mostly eitfam out.of fbrmor 
out ofthe handkap. 



Ssweuring the momenh Despite hh great wmeesses at Cheltenham and beyond, Charlie Swan has not become.spoiit by Iws good fortune 


Photogra^* Pat Healy/Sponji^ Life 


Swan reserved for a Champion role 


NO JOCKEY at the Cbel- 
tenham Festival Head week wQl 
be carried out on to the laoe- 
oouise a grekter warn of pub- 
tic SBppoit tion Cbai& 

Yht an;d»ddfactisihmwinlelus 
ni^pbc^wt^hmg-ioora ri- 
m Rjkhard Dtinwoody, 
Tlx^ .McCoy tnd Adrian 
Mj^mrie are Irfriitnea based in 
E^lan^tiieeigM'timeariiaai- 
pioh jodbey from over tile wa- 
ter has- notiungetmt British 
bkiod swhting tiuough Ids veius. 

; CBartie Swu’s father is 
SoottititandliisiDOttia-Eri^tii, 
bBTa^hotioa'tbat the jockey 
is m^tiKBg but a son of the 
'diaim^ lumsdtf is met vritfa 
great bafflement *T was born 
here so rre always felt Itisfa,’' 
he s^. Indeed, Swan hasnev- 
er fitit it neoeasBiy to move more 
timh a few hundred metres 
from his Co Tipperary birth- 
jrtacB cti dor^gotti^' 

That is not to say, however, 
that he ancestors have not 
played a part m monlduig him. 
Whria it comes to post-matdi 
rfiTt-rhat in the unsaddln^ en- 
closure there are few who can 
mafoh Charlie's eaqpertise. He 
cansoothetiiesarktoofowo- 
eis' hearts with a Idnd afpreci- 
atkm of a horse's pexfonnanoe. 

TUs rosy be a skiE passed 
down by his great-gnsat-greai- 
great-great gtandfetiier. Sur- 


geon Swan was Bonnie Prince 
Chafe’s physician when the 
Prince's mngr was scattered fay 
Butdier Cumberiand at Cullo- 
den Moor. As the surgeon was 
' on the point of eseention, he 
suggested the cold steel would 
be betmr enqilc^ed repairing 
Fngikh generals injured in tiie 
oemfHe*. Hc vohmteeicd and 
survived. 

E5s descendant has surrived 
Ioi% enoi^ on another field of 
strife to become the most suc- 
cessfel juuqis jodcc^ Irriand has 
ever known. Chaiics Frands 
Tbeanas Swan has ridrien more 
winnezs in his homeland than 
m^one else, and also bolds the 
leccm] fix rnost wixxDers in 

a season and the most in a cal- 
iariar year. He has twice been 
leading jockey at the CSiel- 
tenham Festival, where he has 
partnered 11 winners. Aidan- 
O’Brien, his main mnployer. 
calls him ’’the befi jumps j^’ 
cyinlhe worid”. 

YetSwanhimsetfisnxistuii- 
entfausastic rixmt hs own sldDs. 
Tf anything at ah stands out in 
lidmg it's the abSity to 
juc!^ pace,” he says. *T suppose 
you hm to have a small bit oi 
talent to do witm Fve done, but 
Wa more unportant to be in the 
place at the right time. 
better to be bom lucky than tal- 
ented. 


Cheftenham glory beckons for Ireland's 
top nder. Richard Edmondson reports 


‘‘There are several other 
joc±Qis who are just as good as 
I am, but they haven't bad the 
breaks that I have. .1 look at 
some of them in the jork^ 
room. If crrcmnstances had 
been Hif f e r Mir , rme of thgm 
would have ridden into the 
record books in place.” 

It may have been hard, how^ 
ever, to convince Swan be was 
on tte yellov bride road dazing 
his eaify days as an apprentice; 
when be used to lift nnidc sacks 
so heavy be bad to have them 
loaded on to his sboukfeis by 
someone else. When he ar- 
rived at Kevin Frendergast’s 
yard, there was one particular 
fellow apprentice who did not 
exactly a&xcd him a pot of tea 
and scones welcoming parly. 
Swan and Kieren Allra hav^ 
though, left their juvenOe hos- 
tility a long way behind. 

Osarlie too soon made dis- 
tant history of those chimney- 
sweep days and by 1987 be had 
his fest ride at the Festival on 
Irish Dream, trained by his fa- 
ther, DooakL The ^lo broke his 
left aim m that venture, and the 
long surgica] scars on his aims 
reveal bow vulnerable those 
limbs have been ever rince. 


Three yean later. Swan had 
his first Cheltenham win with 
Dapper John in the Steers’ 
Hurdle and another three ycais 
after that be won the Ritz Qub 
Dopiy^ as the meetmg^ leading 
rider. A second Ritz in 1 994 in- 
cluded the celebrated Coral 
CUp victory of Hme For A 
Run, whose trainer, Edward 
O’Grady, told Swan to go out 
and ride with balls of steel By 
that our jodo^ understood he 
was not to take out some ball 
beazmgs in a pocket O'Giady’s 
memento of a board covered m 
green babe and embedded with 
two steel balls is among tbe tro- 
phies in Swan’s lounge. 

By that time, C F Swan bad 
become tbe Blondin of tbe turf 
and was balancing his commit- 
mepts so delicately that be rode 
just about every decent horse in 
Ireland. In a perverse way this 
helped tbe careers of young 
men like McCoy and ftul Cax^ 
berry, who were finoed to desert 
Ireland in search of more boun- 
tiful opportunities elsewfaere. 

Yet throu^iODt his peiastent 
hegemony there has always 
been tbe grandstand gossip tbat 
Chartie Swan was nowhere near 
as effective over fences as be 


was over famdlesL ChadiB, asyou 

mi ght Ttnaginft, rik ^ ites thi^ “T 

us^ to do a lot of sbcmjump- 
ing and cross-country before I 
was on tiie Hat and m^be I for- 
got that and it took me a while 
to get back into tbe swing of 
things over jonqs,” he ssys, “but 
that was a long time agp. 

“People can say what they 
like, and even ihou^ Fve only 
ridd ifiiurwiniiBcsoverfences 
is England, they have been 
two Whitbiead C(^d Cups, a 
Greenalls Gold Cup and a 
Champion Gbase.” 

The wffl be toe fiist Festival 
of Swan’s third decade and 
there are signs ttot he no Icnger 
has toe appetite to chase down 
every sfo^e ride, even at the 
greatest meetingof them aH He 
most wants to win toe big races, 
especially Istabraq’s Champaon 
Hurdle on Thesday. *Tve got 
some nice rides but I don’t have 
toe ammnni tion this year that 
Fve bad in tbe post.” be says. 'T 
used to ride in neariy every race 
over there but this year I don’t 
have as many rides. 

“1 didn’t pacticulaify want to 
take a ride in the Arkle because 
that’s the race before Dtabraq 
and you don’t often get the 
chance to ride a fevourite to the 
Champion Hurdle, so you like 
to take as much risk out of the 
lead-up as posstble.” 


When you telephone Char- 
lie Swan, especially around Fes- 
tival time, you get used to the 
engaged signal When connec- 
tion is made, however, he treats 
your can tboi^ with a frerii sig- 
nificance that suggests it’s 
Alexander Graham Bell on the 
other end. Deqiite the sort of 
sucoes which has stained ocb- 
ers, little has changed about 
Quudie, tbe quiet little boy 
who used to a stammer. 
Even modern dentistry tech- 
niques have managed to main- 
tain a set of choppy that were 
designed with apfde-boUiing 
more in mind tow National 
Hunt racing. 

Cbartie will be a reassuring 
figure at Ffestbuiy Flaik this 
week, a man who appreciates 
what toe fates have given him 
and oontinucs to do sa “There's 
that bit more pressure before- 
hand at this meeting but ooce 
you’re out there on tiie boise it’s 
just down to wbetber you're 
good enough,” he 

“It's a nice rivalry at toe Fes- 
tival on the track and in the 
stands. When you kxtic at all the 
tronble north of the border, it’s 
good to see eveiyone so relaxed 
at Cbehenhain, where toe Irish 
and Gqglish th^ B so good-na- 
tured. Cheltenlmm always 
be toe meeting for me. 1 just 
love h.” 



GREG WOOD 

THEA-Z 
OF BETTING 


Z is for 


• • 


Zero; The amount, more or 
which off-couise book- 
makers contribute fo racing via 
the Levy. This is hardly news, 
since percqitive punters have 
been pomting out for years dtat 
« a wgyiifinMn t rlHference 
between the level of off-couTse 
betting duty demanded by the 
ChanceDor (coxtentiy 6.75 ^ 
cent) and theamount that the 
b onfo'e* charge on your bets 
(nine per cent, charged pn-ei- 
theryom stake befinstiiemoe 
or your rtouins - if your boise 
wins - afterwards). D is true 
finrf an 'aooountii^ anomajty 
forces them, to pay tax tax 
when posters pay up before- 
hand, but then, they also 
charge nine per cent ot every- 
thing, evmi though it is only 
bets on British horse r acing 


vtinch xeqiure a piymeDt to the 
Levy Board, vriudi is then 
passed back to the sport via 
prize-money, interest-firee 
loans for raicecooise develop- 
ment aodso on. Tbe basic truth 
is tiiat pantos, not boc^es, pay 
tbe Levy, and this would not be 
quite so iziitating^aqybua- 
nes^ after all wffl requiie its 
customeQ to p^ its overheads 
. - were it not fiir toe feet that 
evoi now there are still some 
stubborn 'bookmakers’ repre- 
sentatives who insst that the 
£5Qm or so toe Board receives 
each year comes out of their 
podeets. Add to this toe fact 
that the bookies are refxe- 
sented on the Board and thus 
have a ^ in how tbe money 
is qient - a clasac case of tax- 
ation ^tooot representation - 


and H is a wonder that the 
lumpen proletariat tbat is the 
British punting dass has not 
long since risen up to secure 
some t«ac huznan rights. Per- 
haps tli^ are stxD trying to de- 
cide vriiQ should be first against 
the wall 

Zaralaska: One of the more 
notorious horses to be given a 
“holiday” for not trying hard 
enough, when he finbhed fifth 
in a haxidjcap at York’s Dante 
meeting last year. Luca Cum- 
ani, his trainer, was fined, and 
Ro^on Ffrencfa, his jodc^, 
banned after that run, but as 
it turned out, toe 30-day torn 
from the mceconrse imposed 
on a possibly grateful horse 
was not exactly a panishment 

from tbe Jtu^ Jeffreys sdiool 


of jurisprudence, l^ecisety 32 
hter, Zaraiasfca bolted up 
in toe Bessborou^ Stakes at 
Rc^al Ascot, which rather 
forced toe Jock^ Dub to 
look again at its well-inten- 
tiooed attempt to punisb hors- 
es which do not give their all 
As a result, tbe latest version 
of the non-trying rules in- 
cludes a ginning little cfeuse 
which forbids a horse banned 
for not trying (tbe peoal^, in- 
cidentally, is now 40 days) 
from ruzmiiig in a major race 
onto it has taken in a lesser 
event to allow the handkapper 
(not to mention punters) to 
have a dose look at iL 

The sort of path that 
thousands of punters will be 
taldog out of Cbritenbam race- 


course on Thursday evening. 
And why? Because a few thou- 
sand years ago, manlcmd di^ 
coveted xyniolysis, otherwise 
known as tbe process of fer- 
mentatibn. Lo^ ft up if you 
don’t believe me. 

Zoophobia: An irrational 
dread of animals, which as it 
happens is another likely trmt 
among toe crowds leavi^ the 
home of jump racmg next 
week. St^ben Little, the hi^- 
roUing rails bookie, is fond of 
remarldng that be never lays a 
bet on “anything that talks’*. 
Tbe nation’s punters are about 
to embark on a wild ride 
thioi^ three days at toe Fes- 
tival whidi wiD probabh' r^ 
mind them yet again that 
Stephen is a very smart man. 
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The answer is just 
Blowing Wind 


The former NatiMial Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Eedes (right) ^ves a 
runner^by runner iinalysis of todays 
Imperial Cup at Sandown 



Blowing 'Wind: Ex-French 
horse who has t^n backed 
in to fevouritim. A good 
third to Dato Star at Hajdock 
and although that race is 
hard to assess, mou^ talks 
ajid Martin Pipe knows what 
it takes to win a race like this. 
Nabrawali: A good fourth in 
the Tbte Gold Ihipfay and 
should run another big race. 
Afebai^ A deesQt second io 

the Lanzazote Hurdle, this 
conastent type has sound 
each-way claims. Graham 
Bradley rates his chance. 
Scfennsr Won his first two 
races this season but has 
been op against it since. Not 
disgraced when fourth to 
Shahnir at Kenqiton. 
Debutante Days: A useful 
mare on her d^, she has been 
hinting at a return to form. 

* Kingsfhld Bet: Won on heavy 
ground last time and would 
need it soft to pi^ a part. 
Nordance Pxiiice: Only a 
nowoe but in great form with 
wins at Sandown and Don- 
caster. Sure to run well with 
his yard in craddng form. 


Star Selection: In form but 
looks out of his depth. 
Dan^ld: Acts on good to 
firm and it may be too soft 
House OTDreams: Omsisteni 
but outclassed, even with 
Adrian Maguire’s assistance. 
Regency Rake: Arthur Moore 
has plundered some big 
British prizes bat this one is 
not likely to add to the tally. 

RwMiflhnnichf Simply DQ{ 
goodenou^ 

SnenC Cracker: PuUed up 
last time and would be bet- 
ter suited by a longer trip. 
Htrih Espress: Useful ex-FIat 
racer who won a novice at 
Musselburgh but st^ up in 
class. One to keep an ^ on. 
Sadler's Realm: In excellent 
form, having won four of his 
last .&e outings. 

CpfwbisioiR: The support for 
BLOWING WIND suggests 
be will take all the beating, 
but his form b difficult to as- 
sess. He should see off the 
dwH e nffp i of Nordance Prina* 
and Alabang, ulio looks the 
each-way bet of tbe race. 
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How the start of the game turns perfection into poverty 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON THE GULF 
BETWEEN 
TRAINING AND 
COMPETITION 


YOU notice it most obviously 
with fbod>allers. I think. There 
they are on the pitch, still 
wearing their tracksuits, buist- 
iz^ into impresrive.aS-zaggiog 
sprints and fliddog the ball 
alx)ut with a disdain reminis- 
cent of Alfredo di Ste&oo. 

The goalkeeper is a marvel 
of competence as be deals dis- 
missively with every practice 
shot, clutching this effort, 
watching with a hint of scorn 
as another passes inches mde 
of his post. 

The lumbering central de- 
fender pidcs a up on his 
foot as if it is attached to his 
boot, lifts It into the air and 
pla^iUy allows it to settle on 
hi* bear-like shoulders. 

What a team. Pity the op- 
ponents. Although, on inq>ec- 


tion, th^ are doing much the 
same thing. What a match in 
prospect, then... 

1^11 minutes later, the jug- 
glers have turned to oafr and 
the pitch is given over to dull 
industry. Ihe referee blew his 
whistle. And something hap- 
p>eiied. 

There are so many wistful 
tales told of pbenomenal qxrrt- 
ing pecfbmianoes produced 
outside conq)elidoiL Athletics, 
with its lit^ measures of 
achievement, produces large 
numbers of them. 

Before Roger Bannister be- 
came the Gist man to break 
fourminutes for the mOe, there 
were stories that his great Aus- 
tralian riva 4 JcAn Landy, had 
already done so in traiaing. 

Sergei Bubka, the phe- 


nomenal Ukrainian pole 
vaulter, has long been ru- 
moured to have achieved 
heights well above his ofBdal 
woild records udiile practising. 

ifigh jumpers report prodi- 
gious cleazanoes in training; 
javelin thioweis reflect upon 
monster throws, throws whidi 
weren’t measured but whidi 
must have been, oh, wdl over 
90 metresL EasQy. 

Relaxatioa, a crudal part of 
athletfoendeavouL comes eas- 
ily when it doesn't matter. But 
the same is tree in the realm ' 
of the unathietic competitor. 

I once interviewed' Eric 
Bristow about the afSictzoa 
whidi haH undermined his po- 
rtion as the world’s leadhig 
dart dirower- dartids. 

Wh spoke in the waim-up 


area beside die stage at the 
world cfaamjiiooships in Prim- 
ly Green. I had just watdied 
Biistowtiphandfrilafterclaia- 
^ haodiul of darts into the tre- 
ble 20 on the board behind his 
tabic. The Crafty Cockney ap- 
peared to be at his peak. 

But he knew otherwise. 
And, when begot out on to the 
board, he faltered. Anybody 
who has ever competed at ai^ 
thing could sympathise. 

At sudi times, I Often think 
mtb a rush of shame of uv 

laiw entahta failing * in wwHpi»t- 

itive cmditions. One excruci- 
ating wigwnpift comes to mind 
more often than othera - the 
final of 3 table tennis cmnpe- 
tidon whkb I readied whQe on . 
holidsQr as a yemng teenager. 

It was one of those grim oc- 


caaons when parents and in- 
terested parties were invited, 
and my own famil y dudfiiUy 
turned up to watch me partake 
in what must surely have been 
one of the most dkm^ sport- 
ingapectades ever witnrased. 

I knew -.from informal 
practice - 1 had the measure of 
u^ smaDec; younger (^iponenL 

But as the match progressed, 
1 became assailed with a kind 
of pal^. When, to everyone’s 
relief^ the maich ended, I had 
won. But in truth, opponent 

had simply lost even more dis- 
astrous than I had. 

. Responding positively to 
the those two little wotbs - 
game on > is the key to any 
spotting adnevemenL It is not 
-sucpiisingtimtsportspsychol' 
is a huge growth area. 


IncFeasing^, the worlds 

sportmg arenas are fllUng with 

jargon as competitors strive to 
vrin the battle of the imiid. • 
'Acoording to this new or- 
thorknQT, you must strive ^ry 

day for foois; you must all 

negativity from yoursoul: and 
you must seek a state of grace 

which shall hereonin be known 

as 'The Zone”. 

At last month's winter 

Olympics, I asked a member of 
the Cana dian women's ice 
hockey team how she and her 
colleagues were reacting to 

the fact that they had come into 

the competition as favourites. 
Her prBvkmsty open face 
over as she executed 
Mental Gamqilm One. ’’Pres- 
sure doesn’t exist in our vo- 
cabulaiy,” she said. 


A tactic. Deny the 

eacistence of a thing, and it dis- 

wpeais. EcceUenL But wl^ 
stop there? Why not dei^ the 

existence of defeat? 

As things turned out, the 
ran^Hians lost ihc final to 
their keenest rivals, the Unit- 
ed Sates. They have man- 
aged to keep pressure out of 
their vocabulary, but they 
couldn’t exdude it from their 
minds. 

Three cheers for that Be- 
cause watching competitors 
cope with the amdcly. doubt 
and the cold fear which pressure 
tr ail* in its wake is one of the 
most compelling elements of 
any ^Kitting spectscle. *nu)se 
pre-maidi jugglers need to turn 
into oafs for the real jugglers’ 
worth to become apparent 


Betts puts his shoulder 
to the wheel for Wigan 


WHEN Denis Betts catches 
himself talking about shoul- 
dering new responsibilities at 
Wigan, be winces at the recent 
memoiy of what his shoulder 
has put him through. 

No doubt it will all seem 
worthwhile at his second com- 
ing for Wigan in the Chailenge 
Cup tie against St Helens to- 
morrow, but he has suffered to 
make it possible. 

It all staned last October in 
Brisbane when Betts, plying for 
the Auckland >^brrioTS but al- 
rea<fy scheduled for a return to 
England this season, lined up a 
tackle on Broncos’ Peter 

He got il wrong. “Tte came in 
at me and then went aw:^. 1 was 
reaching for him and his knee 
cau^t me ri^ in the shoulder,” 
Betts says. ’’It came out of the 
socket a^ wen t straight back in 
again, whicb was the good part 
The bad part was that the mus- 
cles around it were gone. 

”1 tried to get off the field, 
but th^ (fidn't seem to want to 
lake me off and, beii^ the prat 
I was. I weal back into the de- 
fensive line and found myself 
trying lo stop a ny by pullii^ the 
man down with one arm.” 

It hurt enough watching the 
tape of that moment and hear- 


Dave Hadfield on the second coming of 
rugby league's renowned second row 


tng commentators who were UU' 
aware of vdiat he had done talk- 
ing about typical English 
taddiog. It was destined to hurt 
a lot more. 

Major suigeiy involved 
stitchi^ chest muscles back 
together and tightening tiie lig- 
aments and tendons to hold 
eveiything in place. 

’’What Pve had to do since 
then is stretch everything 
again,” Betts says. ”It doesn't 
want to stretdi, so it’s not a nice 
thing to have to da It^ been two 
sessions a day with the phyao 
and real, tearjeridng paia 
’1 gpt realty, leaOy depressed 
with ^tting up every morning 
and knowing it would just be 
pain and more pain - and that 
there were months to go.” 

On top of that, there were 
the wfai^)^ that \Vigan had not 
only signed an over-priced pl^ 
er, but a crippled one as well 
The cost of bringing Betts 
back home is the stuff of rugby 
league legend. Accurate fig- 
ures are elusive, but suffice h to 
say that when the new regime 
took over at Central Park they 


were sufiScieotiy taken aback to 
start lookmg for w^ out of the 
coramitmenL 

The arrival of Dave Whelan 
and his unfathomably deep 
pockets has averted that crisis, 
but Betts says that he never felt 
under any added pressure be- 
cause of the price on his head. 
T get paid what people will pay 
me,” he says. “I’m getting what 
the market said I was worth.” 

But vriiat are ^^^gan getting? 
Tm a better player now than 
when I left Wigan," tiie 2&year- 
old Beds says. *Tm more mature, 
Pve experienced the bigg^ 
comp^tion in die game and Fm 
a lit^ bit more worldly wise.” 

Beets' ^obetrottiiig has not 
brought him undiluted ap- 
provaL There were those in 
Auckland who believed he fell 
short of justifying his status as 
the 'V^tariois’ biggest signing. 

The people who count 
knew the effort I was putting 
into a struggiingside," he says. 
"I was having to play a difiiCT- 
ent type of game. We had two 
young props and I was taking 
the ball more up the middle. 


"Fve brought back three 
TVs, a couf^e of videos and a 
cupboard ^ of other man of 
the match awards, so I must 
have had some big games.” 

All the same, it was when 
Betts reverted to a wider-rang- 
ing role, for Great Britain in the 
Thst series to New Zealand in 
1996 and for the lAhiriors in the 
Wodd Chib fTiampcmshipj that 
Kiwi audiences saw what they 
. bad been oqiectjag! 

Expectations are also hi^ at 
Wigan and Betts is aware of the 
old adage that you should nev- 
er tiy to leoeate old glories. Af- 
ter all, the main reason he left 
Wigan was that he had become 
bored with the prbdictability 
with whidi they bem inferior qp- 
positiem week after week. 

Tm coating back to a very 
different dub the one I Jefr 

1 can’t see a situalioa where weH 
dommate the way we did. There 
should be five or ^ dubs m the 
nmning for bonouis and that's 
vriiat wfll lift standards here." - 

Startii^ tanoiiow, ^ 
re-foige his alliance with Antfy 
JFarrell, wl» virtually carried the 
side through fest season. "He's 
had to do a lot,*’ Betts says, ’Ixit 
now Fit be able fo shoulder - 
ouchl - some of the burden.” 


Crowther ready for clash of cousins 


By Dave Hadfield 


THE close links between 
Sheffield and CasUeford aall be 
underlined today when cousins 
Mall Ouwthcr and Jason Flow- 
ers hurtle into each other. 

Cnmlher. one of Sheffield's 
coniiDgeni of Cas(Icrord-bom 
plaveis, is a recent convert to the 
left wing. If be gets around the 
outside of the Cas defence, it 
uiU be their full-back Flowers 
uho will have the re^nsibili- 
ty for slopping him. 

’’Ifhe gets through, hell go 


right over the top of him,” says 
the Eagles' coach, John Kear. 
’’Nfett ^ the abilify to become 
a top-class winger this season.” 
Bowers, the scorer of his 
ride's winning try a^tinst Brad- 
ford in the last round, will have 
other ideas about that, but Cas 
are treating the unfashionable 
Eagles as potentially more dan- 
gerous ofponenls t^ the van- 
quished Leeds and Bradford, 
Judiciously strengthened 
and full of purpose and opti- 
mism, Sheffield do indeed rep- 
resent a tricky hurdle. Althou^ 


Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 

Football 

SQuniBSSSBnC 
CM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

Noi il iii M i V fS iM a cmi4 fa 
WMngvMi 
WtaHng V RwMhi 


m UHBRO IWOPHY RXfRTH ROUND 

ClwWweiMn V Hi|^ 

DovnvBamNf. 


Granthan V SoiMhpart . 
— - ivStoUBh— 


mCARLSBERCVASE 
SBimFINALS HRST LEG 
IkuntoB V Ibw Law>.__ 
Thmlan V lOdsgraM __ 


RYNIAN IfAGUE IVaolw DMriOK 

UU V HayMdn SvHta B«lm WMd 
a nadbridflB; Bromity v 



their reputation is as a tena- 
dous, workmaiilike ride, the ad- 
dition of Dave \Vhtson at 
stand-off and the presence of 
Crowther on one wing and 
Nick Pinkney on the other hint 
at a more eiqiansive approach. 

The Londm &OQCOS got the 
draw they wanted, in the shape 
of First Division Hall Kjngston 
Itovezs, but they will be h^iQg 
for more coherion in their play 
and better support at The Stoop 
than they ^t against Halifex in 
the last round. That was an un- 
cormndiig victexy, sbonit^ that 


DiJ ti uiMta; OwhaaBnvHiaRi; O t*< Wt 
V Ytedns Htnow Barough v BWx^ 
Sntlart; Hwdon « Sutlsn iRd; Kinni^ 
tan V vHUon S Hw i l n. MtaM v a AL 
bans. Fiial DMsiOK Bwton Raveis v 
niifciiy riMiiiia/uTTnijiinirtnDh frny' 
dan v7w«4m; StM « vRviNnff 
Bn V AfenM ItaMi; utahvlwov LBvm 
ftimt«wiicMMadUUvStair»Blibte- 

S v yMdrWaRi; Romtad V Baddana^ 
TlMine V VMMiiblm IMrkiga v 
WhytaMa. Saaend OMaion: Barfcng v 
WMnr&Ban;aadndlvBmtaa4Bnin. 
tree V EdmivK (tamw tatand V BadbRi; 
CMOont A Panr V Nordmood: NoNibri V 
EgKam; HngarlM v Wttam: IdUmn v 

aura V MawTjolian Mca; WMnhoe v 
OtataanL 11*d DMNan: May V DatMna: 

Ca nB Uyv naJi iB tt h taU QgiWiWiCa- 
■MtavEaaiTtucoddORiydenMivHart- 
fORh epnm & Bn«l V Kmdxry; Harfcw V 
ScMMTHenttfiKhvFdALMasvintaia; 
INK V Hemal HaRBataad; Wtagtaa a FMi- 
(WvOaplDV 

UNIBOND UBAGUE Piartar DMatoa: Ae> 
cr aa ten Stanley v Laioi RM: Bambar 
Bid^ Runaim Choriay V Ga^ 
t»iBMn»Oata>yiiOay?riuia^v>A^Mfr 
rina V Effllay: reenmnoor v Ataraton; 
WMbrd V Rial OMaieR 
V Eaatvned 'W: Dreytaden V Qndt Hai^ 
wood; rtaa tayvW6riaiaBn;FlKteBvBiad- 
leiu V Matatac; HaipaMe ibMi 

vmSnNaihariloMvltaeetaUt^^ 
tarSarevAaMGKVIMByvlMlBrdlWW- 
teySwvWwKaofi 

OR RURIBIS L£IGl« naoSer OM^ 


taCBvBtvBRAMemMarBwrvSlLaorNida 
worth V Safato y JW J i d t tartalqic B^ 

baOi V BtaMnA sSiam 

daoc V Ftaat: O wina ta d v CtadarfaiA 

GVwGMtar V BMft DtrM v VM^ 


London have still to gel on the 
pitch. 

'Rith'tfaat -and the threat of 
Rovers' expiorive Stanly Gene 
- in mind the Broncos ^ play 
Peter Gill at stand-offi with 
Terry Matteison at loose for- 
ward and Robbie Beazley re- 
tuining at hooker. 

Th^ should be good enough 
-and a poster canqiaigQ riiould 
bring in a better crowd than the 
disappointing 3.000 who 
waldied the Ifelifex game - bat 
need to be waxy of the goal- 
kicking of kEke Fletcher. 


OBfcvHofNiBmYM(M;FtaghBnivPaaoa- 
Imrn ffl Tntarnintia' RniBR r i*innr1f r~ *tnll 
dean V RortMd; Shmham V Rtaiynac; VWek 
vltaMiam. 

BCB E lW O f DIRECT LEAGUE Plantar 
DMalan: Brldpertv Bacicwel; Bamatacta V 
CKppartiam; Brialof manor Ftann v Ibr^ 
iroBn: Came v SWaloid: anon v Kayn- 
ahatn; bdd Bom v BiWngBti , Melaham 
V Oil|j>adrr Mang uW taM UM v RaGan 
Rswera 

HORTHEHN COUMTES EAST lEAGUE 
Plantar tSidataRAnrahaipaWgitovvIlWh 
hy MW; Brigs v Curaon ANden; Itanatiy v 
mini; HuSra v P kAa iing; Uwenadga v 
BectaaM^ Marti Panito V Onatt 
aaBAfctonvAfnoW;P t« iBfr a c lCu aane ii v 
rianahmajhlnii Vfct taw . ScAiy v HatfiHd 
Mata; A3wd v TTndd^ 

NOmH WEST COUNneS lEAGUB Pint 
Olaiatom DtadooG Bonn V Bumecugti; 
CBtnraa V Ctaddartan; Daiwan V vaiend 
GM,- V Wpitagten; JttataP Road 
vSil Mai lat wa n awdivgaeay Marti &B; 
Nawcaaitolbim V Hotar OU Pmaeet 

Cables V MMday; RaraabotlDm V Alhertan 
LR; SaRord V RasaandalB. 
JBWBOMWCaSQCUaiCOC Newbury V 
CDwaa SpertB IWan V OoBpart Borou^ 
Andawrv hrtannoum (M; Baunanauti rc 
vAeraairudms BrochartMatvThaieham; 
CtatakluWi V BAT Spvta; OoHiiBn V Beat 
CDwaaVIca 

JEWBON EASTERN IRAGUE Praater 
DMalan:CtaettnvVlftataam;DtaavGgr- 
teattn; V Snwmarhet; Fafeokiwa V 


_ IttmButfivWa w nat te CHW ' 

n«ta S FtailMlori « Bohain 1bwn Raman: 
LuwaaBR » WW^ya; 


Mtr y iriiMMdQa; NMort 
(QiniiQ V MaratK Newpen OiMO V nth 
BBaNadME 


tMSPmn' IMTB) COUNTIES lEAGUE 

p>niitaiDlNilni,ItaiiniJawn*l<tai»|afcw; 

FM Sparta V lAitaea Btada^mLpng 

btteuft SBLOo^vVVkMtleni ElBtfeldv 
SiiJ tS iu. tlAB i u liiiiti i i l j ft If t tntafl n r ti ' YlT^^ 

lay V BucME^am Ibwa 
WlNSIQWBmKBfT L EAGUE Hot « ■ 
vtakn Oecliaitaam v rtamWonc Oaa v 
Oiiahami OadorthB » OurininMi, v 



ItaM Orti r . UU a iiauffun v 


INTERLRfK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
UANC& BarwaB v Httawaan Hantan; 
mdsnorili V Sokknan St McftaNa; Khga 

Nam Ihwn V Okbur- KnipNa*V 
in V Chaaamwb ftohnn vim McMnds 
Mae; RMoaiar vRM Vfle; SanOMfl Bor^ 
ouAvAnlnl Olympic: SMkwvBtanikdc 

laid. 

ARNOTT MSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE real P Malcn; Crook v CkaNiqr- 

HadStarvBacBkPanltaiieKSMbbnvCton- 
aett South Staaldt V Dunsion FMaroiian 
Brewery: Stoddon V Parwtth. 

PRESSB JOURNALMCHLAm 1EAGU6 
giiefda TNstta V WM Acadamy. Cm 
rta Pfla m vlBaatameuth; Port Warn vD» 
vammoto; HunUy V CtadvocudAi; Pator- 
haadvMWih 

WBtSH COP OuartaHfcnta: Sangv CEy 
V Caenwlan BA; Barry Tbwn v TKe 
Uanaw titlfii d p i y C a OTw e v NawBaai^ 
Cenwha 0(W V Ciwreran (Sq lar 

LEAGUE OF WAlfiS; I laiitrtordwaat v 
AbMyabwyBiCaOi tTi ia d aivCaHnarVian 
paC}; Wisipool v Po rtfa wai Jm i pacj. 



Dttiis Betts: Fit :^ain after enduring 'pain and more pain* 


BAS HUSH CUP OaartaiWInMKAiTmgh 
cite V Gtantann (W ffw Oi^ BaitaaB; Cru- 
aadarav taadtuta: DtatSery vGtenaaon; Un- 
field V renadawiL 

SCHOOiBOy iNIBIM RnONAiiBtfand 

V ftazl oa Rf Wteieiq^. 

Cricket 

HFTH TEST MATCH OTikd daK katartaa 
ptay tomonoiih Bricnalown, BartwdoK 
Utatt IncM V riiipand OD 6 ^ 

Rugby League 

StUlClirCHAUBiaeCUPQaMlapG- 
iiM: CeadaiBRi V ShaffieU (230L 

Rugby Union 

ALUED OUN8AB PREMIERSHIP Oaai 
Balh V LataeM (20; Ngiihampton V Bi1a< 
to/ 04; nthmend v WeiiiniadB £30; Saia 
vHariaqUnaO0.1tao;OiiUluidvWlaMld 
(34;CanniiyvLflndanSconW)n0;E9(‘ 
nlnr ii OirM pm: rjlrta ii Tiaat I hnilmnnl 

.gWSONNABtONia LEAGUE OnatLaadi 

V liwpad St Hetana (30; Lendan VMNi 

v U a in^ia iB gi^;l 

NawbuyyRu' ~ 
ftaadynndci 

. Dm Nerth: >*idday V Uch- 


; ffiSfll* JLAllaM V 

I; aomeavUCC (230||; 

Hockey 

IBTS NATIONAL LEAGUE Pmnlar DL 
vtatOK Barfcrd Ttgan v Cantwbwy (BIS; 
Dujilon V Guadtard (tSO); Cmocic v 
BouHipM R39; Donnaltr v laddkHian 
niSClinitOMalon: Breohtandav Laws 
( 20; Cheii a fard v Bcumdte (28): 
bantavShartaM nO;Hainpalnd&WM 
iiiiutarvautean (2tt Hrt vBkwtaarta BO; 
todwt Andtam vSBrntay MS(f: JaSr 
(Mart inwrtly (Ba0, 
danta v Gbctard l«ka StAEma v 

NOPTMDMalanOnaeBenRhydrtigvTtat- 
paitay; Durtam UMMky vFtannbKNesaM 
V Sheffield Banim; Norian v Chaaten 
Sot0o<rlvHafwgMB; O wa l w al v Wigan. 
PT2MttlANPnawila i. l l ai iaj l u> a>AiU W i 
vHBcidd L HaitwmevNBrta TO i l i j i it Narih 
Notts V Khaiss; NorthauBtan Saints v 
Cowtav & Narti Vtewlcld NaBrH ha m v 
BkweomMd t OMAVWstwarwIdcvEdB- ' 

baatan 

WOHBrs NATIONAL LEAGUE Readar 
D lv tal o n;a B U »vjMwfch;aHloiiScotah 

L#e vHrtikwn RciBHilal ttalm 


iianwqueaL MntmMan: Oantar^ 


rAapebiBO0;l 

•arioiLr 


happais'v RtaM 00; hac^ Paik v 
SiiieBeld (30; Sto te Btt^a v SekIbI 
Wimnanilm v Nunsaian J30L nn 
Sauihtai^iMvWbartQ0;dwliirtiw> 
V EHwr (Uu ClfRxi V CanSanw (20; Hta 
wrt V Mte (30: Norta Wtatafiam V rv 
fnouffi O0: flaShfih V Metrapoltan Par 
00; wSmvaioarAtarav 1%^ 


bury V ChekiMoid I llghwwy; ' 
LdurtibarcKW* ShKtam; Mad 
tBRSiBideiland BedansvBradfoid SwHh. 
anbn*. saeond DliiWne OU LatfMna 
v PtMSm: WhM Wiiniy V VIUBb SwSta; EN- 
bn V BkMharb; AkMdga v Srarwood. (iv. 
wBmanta NMtanW Lawtia pames mrt ar 


*40. 


WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Pmidar IN- 
iMen BittiM vNaiiM 
vBtawVWaOkLFWDMrianBnkwDad 
v Nmbrtdge (2B0: Boryi M n v UWC 
(CbrM InadbMN 0S0: CnrphEy V Aba^ 
My 0307 Class Kays vAbaiMn 030: 
Uandavenr v ftxitypaal 0S0: M artt w v 
ifeantae 030: Aimay V Dtenm 030; 
S^VMO^ 

WELSHCHAUeiGETTK^HVSwilUL 
mla; CsrSH V Uanal (2Mf: Pontniridd V 

Neath 

TBOCHTS BCOniSH PimetSHIP 
DMalon 1A: Dfrte V iMck Vitast at 

Bsoitand V Maboee 00 DM^ 18: Boi^ 
ouereiiR V StHrn cSim Ml 
vfCrMFPBaDMNonwDuKtasHSFP 

V tOmaniock ^ GNa-v Gtaago* Hnrie 
00 DMalen » Bl» V NriesUy 00i 
Paeuw v lAaaeluSm. w 

GnigeniauA V Goiwnlana (30: StsMTtta 
MeMe FP V SeMk 00 DMMen 38: HE- 
head/Jertanhl v Gtasgow Southam 00: 
StaMrVyv^(30 . . 

AIR mSH LEAGUE Fbat Dh t alsir. 
Garninsn V Ihnnue 00$; (M 

V St MBrys (230. Sacontl tilvlaioic 


NOMBirWNORfZNOhrtatoBOnaiCheate 
vLjwrpoN Seflan: IwIM MolmvWM- 
MShefEMvVVInntagianFWqMxkvBadt 
bURli 

WOM^ WEST Pinidar Bots^ 

V OoM: ChataViarn V Radtand; Lsomn. 
star V Exaiar Si Ausal V Exrnouai; \ta V 
'tauitanitalA 

ROVML Al^PAISAL WOMBTS IBDIAND 
ftemtaR Oinaan Rambias V tukm; Henn. 

ton hAidenvOa^, North SWtav LbIc£ 
tat; Wnriefc V KatiH^ 

WOMBW sown DMalon One 
etaadSWe abiwtaryHendOrt: Horshai^ 
Whehmora HI; Rsaang V Oiiwfcii; TUBS IB 
vSou ftaaipEw ;WhcheatarvM Bi d ^« m 
Twygoms WOMENS TMRBCQiai. 
TgSDMatan ^B iBEfawIvOrtadi^ 
wfNtyCI tyDrOxlWvRmeta^ 

(Soomn V Readtag; Uert a y v Oxbid 
HaakK lUdaniNad T Sm^ Ttawb^ 
Ht>i Ntyriee Wbidaw V 
lyyBembvRyvviMignKB^iL 

Basketball 

gUBWB Sa LEAQUe Darby Storm v 
nai R 1 ta M tar n tia M (T a0 ; 


Photograph: AHq>ort 


loe hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE PUWOFPS 0nup A: 
Nafejrtwn Ranthera V NeMGbBSa (SteM 
(10; SaflM Staetan V ^ r 


Other q>orts 

ATHLEncSsNafionalOrctaacotaatyChani- 
pnnahips (Lbsd^ 

BADMWnOlfc Al En0and Champl 0 fBh(ps 
(BknWi 0 wiiL 

BCTgNa nufcajuiu i atf piemolloh( 1 brK>ka 
Bethnal Gi^ Landon). 
SWEMIING:VllMdClp0wrt(ShaMaU^ . 

TOMORROW 
Rugby League 

sax cur CHAU0K3E CUP QMtara- 
nalK London « ME Nngman Rows OO: 
Sallart V Hrt 00; VWgwvSt Hetana p 40 
RUtariBAGUE Fkst DMsIen: Feeher- 
sunavWMn 8 SH 0 ;K ' 

Rochdale V Dawabury 
stat(30;Whk86Gdv‘ 

FRtatOUft Barrow vWWrta Qto n ( 20 . 
Rugby Union 

AUJED OUNBMR maOBISHIP ON^ 
aue^vSaraeans 00 ; wasps « 
flon ran 

W laAGUE Fkrt DMMOK Shtonen v 
WuigMin8tor030 ' 

Hockey . 

BjA WSeffi e wleBeB mBnyCWUMatBr 
(130: CamoclcvCantSfbwy (20 

"*TTni iFnntiriTMdifnfiiiiRbi 

tABimvHBfnpstare 
m- 

Baricetball 

BUOWBSER LEAGtS Chaalw Jeto v 
Wortji^ Beam (530; D vmin Q h a ii BiBate 
V Pac 0 F. (B30: LondSi Ibinn v 


icehodcey 

gUPBE EAGjJEPLRlAOHeb Group ArAir 

fans gSXGtOBp K aadBKl Bees V litoi- 
stsr Storm I " 


Cardttf DwHa v 

Othra* sports 

SWBMONm WkAd cup enm (ShBSal0 


Doldrums 
hold the key 
for Smith 


Sailing 


By Stuart Atecuider 

FIVE down, four to go, and tire 
name of the Whltbie^ game 
is to catch Paul Cayard as the 
Qeet leave sultiySioSrixkstito 
today for the tricky, 4,750- 
nule sixth leg from Brazil to 
Fbrt Lauderdale, Florida. 

Chyard, the American skip- 
per of the Swedirii boat EF Lan- 
guage, has combined some fast 
leaiwing , dever oavigation, and 
a strengthening crew to win 
tiiree so far and build a lead 

of nearly 100 points over Grant 
Dalton in the Monaco-flagged 
Merit Cup. 4* 

The oofy reason for a frown 
on Cayard^ brow is the worry 
that he has been unable to fit a 
new mast, because tiie ^paie was 
air-£rei^ted to the 19 of South 
America for the team's othtf 
boat, tiie all-womaa-crewed 1 ^ 
jEdneation, after tiiey had been 
dismasted on the approach to 
Cape Horn. 

The women bad just three 
days of recite after motor- 
safling the last LOGO mfles and 
shared, with Bcitm’s Lavme 
Snuth onfy a short pr^iaratioQ 
period. Smith was also dis- 
masted on the last leg and was 
able to restart sailing a^in 
only on Wednesd^ after a new 
mast had been fitted. 

Smith is under pressure to • 
put in some big results, if only 
to restore the pride and esteem 
of a team who started as one of 
the favourites but are seventh. 
overalL He points to the Dol- 
drums as tiie major hurdle of 
the leg. “You have to be in the • 
lead after the .Doldrums to* 
win,”hesaid. 

Dalton, confident that his 
broken collar-bone is mending 
sofficiently well to allow him to ^ 
perform li^t duties. agrees, but 
his dflemma is whether to sail 
more miles to find better wind 
well offshore, or hug the short- 
er route op the coast of BrazS. 

He wants to attack Cayard, 
but knows be wQl have to fight 
to defend his second place 
against Gunnar Krantz*s 
Swedish Match and Chessie 
Racing, which has John Kostec^ 

Id back as skipper. 

Ibio of the ntng boats - In- 
nevation Kvaecner and Tbshiba 
-have decided to sail with 11 , in- - 
stead of the maximum 12 crew. 

WWT8HEADR0UNDTHE WORLD RACn 


crtGOW _ _ 

GKrantz 404; 4 CheaM Rseira . 

Kmlaelci ass; 5 imoMtion Itettm 


(ua J 


StetmAlalhlRNi 
tSoR (S!m$ C ddou 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


• The England women 
erkiceters vvere (xxrlinualy 
rsfened to as lesbians and 
dykes... They said one 
woman needed to have 
her legs prised open wfth a 
cricket baL Ibresa H^ld, 

Ibrmer Lordb receptianis^ 
who won her sex dl93iiii- 
naHon case this week. 

• Ybu cannot take him se- 
riously any kxtgec I dorrt 
Imow where heb going next 
but if ite Malta fogilwBggy 
Malta should stage the 
World Cup. Wolfgang 
Mersbach, German Ibcjtbal 
foriera&to ^(4«s9Tian, on 
Joao Havebngels appar- 
ent support for Engiandb 
20)6WbrldCupbid 

• i think I am who I am, 
riopeftiVy, and thatb the 
way it is. Colin Mont- 
gomerie, golfer. 
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game is it anyway 


? 


Another week, 
another round of 
bloodletting in English 
rugby union's open 
civil war. If \t wasn't 
so pathetic rt would 
^ be funny, writes 
Chris Hewett 

START by taking all the available 
iiyixxyisy.cfaicanew.sea^ mtc. 
information and mix in some pow- 
er politics, a pinch of paranoia and 
a dash of playground petulance. 
Now add a monster helping of self- 
importance, season with a few out- 
ri^t lies -great bigw^ioppeis of the 
barefaced varies are very mudi in 
seascm - and presto, there you 
have h: English rugby union, 1998- 
style. Half Watergate, half Alan 
Partridge. 

Thanks to the dnoakaustnistb^ 
^ tween the major players in the in- 
ternecine struggle between the 
professiooa] dubs and t heir gov- 
erning body, the standard debate 
has been puerile in the egrtreme. 
There was an nhiminating moment 
last Monday when Fran Cotton, 
one of the few central characters in 
this ongoing pantomime to retain a 
sense of humour, reacted to allega- 
tions by Chris >Wght, the million- 
aire owner of Whsps, that he had 
been active^ luring fresh-^ced 
teenagers aw^from the contractu- 
al dutches of talent-hunting Pre- 
miership outfits. *^ 1 oody heU,** 
muttered the Rugby Football 
Union's vice-chairman. "Th^ve 
called me a buDy, ±eyVe accused me 
of ethnic dean^g and now they 
i^want to do me for importunmg. 
r Where wU it all end?” 

Where nideed? This much is cer- 
tain: there wiD be no semblance of a 
condusioa while Cliff Brittle, chair- 
man of the RFU's management 
boards oontiaues to massage Ins var- 
ious obsessions in public. Twice this 
week Britde has gaoi wm m his feel- 
ings in the most PTtra ft nHiiaf y fiijdv 
kvij charg in g the rfiihs -arith all ngmnn- 

of sedidrxi and dii^tikkeiy before, 
id tbe veiy next mscant, brandSshing 
leaked copies of private letten writ- , 
ten I 7 hb Mh? nor. Sir JcAo Hdl, and' 
^ boadhig of *YnQles^ deep in die he^ 
of the Ftemiersl^ aria. Openness^; 
honest and intc^^, eh? 

'Vet if tbe game is no nearer a sb- 
hition, tbe issues have at least been 
crystallised. TWo contrastuig i deals 
stand side by side in fiie^blic do- 
main - Cotton^ wide*iangiiig **Qub 
England” document and tbe owner- 
investors’ “Qub Charter” - and 
while the cynics have been qmck to 
pcrioi out that rugby literature now 
contains more virions than'^e Old 
Testament, there is no better cata- 
lyst for subsiantive negotiations than 
the publication of rival blueprints. 

As Cotton agreed during his care- 
ful, if ultimate]^ bad-tempered pre- 



sentati^at IMckentum on Humi- 
dty, there axe a good few atm of 
common ground between the two 
canq 3 S.Botbside$tecQgnisetbe.ceii- 
tial impeatanoe of die Engjaiid na- 
tional leaTH to the well-being of;die 
domestic game, both agree that the 
Jj^remiershq) can and should evoiSne 
into the strongest professioaal dub 
struduie in worid n^by and both ao- 


knenried^ the uqgent need to act 00 
phyer burn-out, tbe issue at the 
heart of Northampton's Imi^iabiy 
mishandled attack on diis summer’s 
tour of die soudiem hemi^^iereL Cot- 
ton wants a 35-game bmit for tbe 'fist 
£lite whQe the dubs envisage a max- 
UDum of 39. 

But this deqj]^ damagng argu- 
ment is not about ihewfaat, but the 


how; both documents contain prac- 
tical, eminently workable proposals 
that are pure anathema to those on 
the opposite ride the great divide 
and ^^out a grand-scale aban- 
donment of carefully conridered 
operational principles, there is no 
earthh^ chance of an accommodation. 

Tbe hottest potato is tbe sadt - a 
planet-sized Ki^ Edward, moltCT to 


tbe touch > is tbe contractual wran- 
gle over Clive Wsodwaid's England 
squad Cotton is adamant diat tbe best 
pla^js should ago with tbe union - 
“We can never, ever allow a repeat 
of tbe Northampton problem,’' he 
growled this week - bridle tbe clubs, 
profbondly embarrassed by tbe 
Franklins Gardens fiasco but no less 
convinced of their daim to the moral 


high ground, insist on their right to 
retain tbe aD-importaot thumbprints, 
sulyect to tbe safeguard of agreed in- 
tereational release periods. 

Tbe ^roof of the pudding wQl be 
in the signing, as it were. Although 
both Brittle and CoUonhaye denied 
malting any bank-breakmg contrac- 
tual approach to Lawrence Dal- 
lagho. tbe England captain, tbedub 


owners, including Dallaglio's cm- 
plqyeis at Wasps, have di<micy»^ 
tho» denials as so much buUshine. 
WSs^, ballaglio has maintained an 
almost T^al rileoce on tbe subject.' 
but some of his senior internation- 
al colleagues, noiabty Jeremy Gus- 
oott, have backed the status quo. 
Cotton has an awful lot of persuad- 
ing to do if he is to win them over. 

Only slightly less important but 
much more urgent is the collision 
over Europe. The dubs say next sea- 
son’s Heineken Cup is a financial difr 
aster waitii^ to happen and want no 
pan of It; Cotton conridets it a gem 
of a eompetrtibn which, were it lo in- 
volve rather more English-qualified 
players, might evenp^ade liim to 
shelve his long-standing passion for 
dhrirional nigby. As tbii^ stand, the 
play ers will reach the sian of next 
season with two different fixture lists 
on the table. Chaos, or what? 

There are a million and one oth- 
er points of conflict. Foremost 
among them arc the dubs* declared 
intention of Ktablishing themselves 
as an independent body with nc^ 
tiating rights over broadcastii^ and 
sponsorslup deals; their propel to 
shift tbe Five Nations* Champi- 
(mship to a new starting date in mid- 
spring; and Cotton's radical and 
spectacularly innamroatoty fran- 
chise plan, which would deny some 
of the biggest clubs in England a 
place in their own Premiership. 

But the central argument is a 
philosof^iical one conccroing the 
precise nature, the \’ety essence, of 
the game in this country. In a mag- 
azine anide published this week. Brit- 
tle let slip hk guard by saying: “The 
total financial success ^ the de- 

pends on one thing, the success of 
England. People are not interested 
in the clubs. people are inter- 
ested in is the national teaffl.” 

If he is rigfit - if domestic rugby 
is driven by Woodward’s team and 
that alone - Cotton is perfectly jus- 
tified in his revt^tionary replanting 
of the F-nriidi rugby landscape. 

His ideology has been drawn 
largely from the orthodoxy cuneat- 
ly in vogue m New where 

the Ad Btacfcjeis^canus all before 
it, the Super 12 provinces are tight- 
^ controlled by NZRFU ^>pointees 
and the National Provincial Cham- 
pionship. the bread and butter do- 
mestic competition, grows mote 
marginalised by the day. This year, 
95 per cent of tbe All Black squad 
wiU be ordered to rest rather than 
play in tbe NPC. 

Which is all fine and dandy un- 
less, like thousands of r^uiar rug- 
by supporters from Bath in tbe 
South-west to Newcastle in the 
Noitb-east, you happen to tiiink that 
tbe traditional trfoalism of Engjisb 
club ru^ is something to cfaerisb. 
Some £30m worth of investment s^ 
that Hall, Wijglu, Nigel Kei- 
th Barwell and their fellow owners 
believe club rugby to be central to 
the overall package, not peripheral. 
If nothing else, they deserve to be 
treated like grown-ups. Are you lis- 
tening, Mr Brittle? 


^Old friends and old enemies send their .teams into battle 


By Chris Hewett 


IT used to be the match of foe 
season, a 24-carat humdinger 
with everything - personal 
pride, the destination of foe 
league title, the price- of bread 
and the long-term future of foe 
hum ap race - riding on foe out- 
come. Newcastle and Saracens 
have gatecrashed foe private; 
party over foe last eight months 
but whenever Bath and Leices- 
ter af^war simultaneously on 
the same rectangle of mud, foe 
competitive fires burn anew. 

Quite simply, there s no love 
losL As Austin Healey, foe 
Leicester Lip, said in January 
after watching Bath relieve 
Brive of foe Heineken Cup: 


“fm absohdely delisted that 
an English side can call them- 
selves European diampioDS at 
last, but in foe name of 
Christ does it have to be them?” 

You get foe feeling that both 
dubs would rather nominate 
CGff Brittle for foe Nbbd Peace 
prize than acknowledge eadi 
other’s successes. 

The Bath coach, Andy 

Robinsoa, ^ipeaied to be steers 
ingwdl of foe usual barbed 

one-upmanship as he assessed 
the pro^peefi yesterd^. “Tins 
year’s tide is out of our hands, 
just as it’s out of Leicester's 
hands,” he pmnted out “We're 
m tbe puiwiing padc, both of us, 
and all we can hope to do is win 

our remainihg games and look 


for Newcasde and Saracens to 
riip up somewhere alox^ foe 
wty.” U was ou^ then that he 
wmked foe foiife under the 
Tigieis’ dm by saying: ”St01, at 
least we\e got a trophy from the 
season.” Ouch. 

Almost exacts nine years 
ago, Robinson gafoered a 
perfect^ weighted scoring pass 
from a certain Dean Ridfords 
and daimed foe try that 
dinched a famous England vfo- 
toiy over foe French at Twick- 
enham. Tbmoirow, foe former 
back-row confreres will renew 
their acquaintance on foe 
Recceation Ground toodifine as 
Richards undertakes tbe most 

testing phwll fenge of his 

ooachiDg career. 


Frefoctal^, he was receivmg 
no fovoms from his fod > Robo- 
son flatfy refused to reveal his 
i wiiiiienymg foatDcano 
would “have to get used to tbe 
.fittle trials tlat are part and par- 
cel of a coadi’s lifi* - and the 
Letester l^eud firedy admitted 
that the new job was turning out 
to be every bit as demantimg as 
orj^nally feared, ft was not 
made ai 7 eaaieT by the seoding- 
off of Martin Cony during last 
week's derby punch-op with 
Nortbamptou and yesterday, 
Richards and his fiUow Welfbrd 
Road dnefr suspended foe Eng- 
land fianker for a fortnight 
. Newcastiet foe title fevDctizest 
txa^ to Ridimond this after- 
aoca with afufi hand of Scottish 


internationals. Doddie Weir, 
Gary Armstrong and Alan Thit 
all return after missing tbe dose 
shave Sale in midweek 

and two pomb a^inst foe fast- 
subsiding Londooeis wfil return 
Rob Andrew and cODpai^ to foe 
top of tbe table. 

However, tbe lead will 

ehangft hat^ri,if again tomOtTOW 

if Saracens survive what is cer- 
tain to be a bahy afternoon 
against Gloucester and while 
IQngsbolm is proving to be a 
real mugger’s all^ this season, 
Andrew expects them to do jnst 
that “Both Saracens and our- 
selves are proving adept at 
sneaking wins - we've both 
been squeeang home by four or 
five points of late-and it's that 


abOity that is keeping us where 
we are.” he said *^es, we Ve got 
games in band. But having 
them and whizzing foem are two 
diffdent things. It’s a vexy, very 
tough Premiership this year.” 
Tough? Just ask Aadel Kar- 
dooni, the former Leicester 
scrim-balf who.is - or, rather, 
was - helping Bedford continue 
foeir runaway surge to tbe 
Allied Dunbar Pcemieiship 'firo 
tide. A buiglaiy at KardoonTs 
flat prev e nted him from malting 
an impoitant training sesrion at 
Goldingion Road and as a 
result, Bedford's ever- 
^ympafoetic director of rugby, 
Ce^ Cooke, dropped him 
from today's home game with 
^lUcefield. Charming. 


Scottish RU sign up Metcalfe 
until the 1999 World Cup 


By Chris Hewett 


Player oantracts may be foe hz- 

nifniCT intab le shimhling hlnric tn 

rugby harmm^ in England, but 
the most talked-about prospect 
in tbe Scottifo game knows ex- 
actly vfoicb ride his bread is but- 
tered. Glenn Metcalfe, a New 
Zealand-bom full-back who can 
also play on the wing, has signed 
a deal with tbe Scottish Rugby 
Union taHng htm forough to tbe 
end of next year's Worid Cup. 

Metcalfe, who pitched up at 
Gla^ow Haaics t^ season via 
Glasgow Academicals and 
Waikato, made his Scotland A 
debut against the Welsh second- 
string a week ago and cut 


enough ice to lure big-spending 
New^stie. However, his union 
deal takes him out of reach of 
aiqt English Piemieiship ride for 
another 18 months. 

Mebose, meanwlnle, will take 
a dectstve step towards a fofrd 
successive Tennent’s Premier- 
ship title if they vrin foeir first 
pls^-off match against of 
Scotland at Burnbrae today. 
Biyan Redpath, Scott NidioL 
Scott Aitken, Graham Shiel and 
Nidc Broughton are on their ca- 
sualty list, but Qaig ChalmeR 
and Rowen Shepherd return 
from internatioaal duly and with 
a 49-7 vicioty over West already 
in the bag, the tea-leaves point 
to another Borders triumph. 


The 45 minutes squandered would have been better spent drilling a hole in my skull 
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ON TV , 


an open letter to my neighbour: it 
was me lari Monday mg£^ baridng 
those murderous obscenities while I 
trashed 119 fiving room and tfarevv foe 
teQy out of foe window.T apolo^^ 
and promise it won’t bappra a g a in , 
-yfru can be sure of that, because I- 
woTi’t be watching On Side anymore. 

think foe people reqxmri- 
ble (prodticer Paul Davies, editor 
piiTipBarme~wfavriioiildb*tUieybe 
f-aiM teaccQunt?lmttdtthawJeantt 

one or two lessons from the first se- 
ries a few months ago. But nothing 
has efaang^ still too many guesi^ 
and stiH tvifo John loverdale, foe 
foinldog person’s Thiiy Christian, on 
hand to ensure foat questions of aoy 

a. A# olt 


hanfomgoorliceQcemQa^.DesIy- 
oam, Dariea. Jcdxn fttvenlale. 
It remuods me of a poster I sawa oou- 
^e of yeazs ago for foe Opea Air 
Theatre in Ri^enrs Park 
SHAKESPEARE'S 
COMEDY OF ERRORS 
T H E TEMPEST 
RUNT 'YOUR WAGON 
The opening set-peoe established 

th»}hmrhrnHTkfarftihiniisrw^^T^ 

badeacboFfoestzufioguest^IEeNas' 
tase,Asbia Hansen and Paul Meisou, 


When you foinle who foe . BBC 
could have press-gangad iaio lend- 
ing an air gravitas, however bogn^ 
h makes you want to sue them for 
cauriz^ emotional ^stress and mie- 


^ into fajs or her drink. What was tbe 
mtentianhere?Set-n{sfikedusasD- 
^ hare some relevancB to the peo- 
ple involved. The onfy posable 
omnecticii 1 ooold thiflkof is foat cme 
of foem is a recoveiii^ alcoholic - 
wfazefa -was sorefy not what foe mak- 
ers had in miad. What was also 

strange was tbe fact that Nastase^ 
Hansen were drinldng orange juice, 


while Merson, the reformed booeer, 
had water. Wlqr? Wfes some Idod of 
gigmfiranpt» intended? And wty were 
fold to remain motionless as if 

paralysed by edstential dread? Some- 
body’s idea of adding a ^hiDous les- 

oaaoce to an otherwise catastio- 
phicaDy fiizn^ show? 

Fftst up was Nastase, who was 
asked virtually DOthh^ of az 7 inter- 
est whatsoever. There were a couple 
sezztences about his aspning po- 
litical career in Romams - **if I'd 
Imown before vfoat was going on 1 
wouldn’t have got into it” - while 
when asked about sport in post-cold 
war eastern Europe, be replied, “It’s 
going to die.” 

T^ were joined on .satellite link 
by Joe Frazier in PfaQade^dxia, on foe 
aoniversaiy of liis victory over 
Muhansznad All at Madisoo Square 
Garden. Znicdale ld±ed with one 
of those classic quantificatioo ques- 


tions K> beloved of sports interview. 
eis “How pioud are you to have tak- 
en part in that fight?” Hew do you 
answer that? “Oh, about 43 In- 
tetnational Pride Units**? 

Tb be fair to Inrerdale (if I must), 
(hat sort of nonsense is har^ his pr^ 
serve, but he does have his own qie- 
cial brand of gauebeoess. “Can you 
tell us about your left arm, whi'ifo is 
all crooked?’' is foe kind of question 
areb pass-taker Chris Moms mj^t 
have asked on Brass Eye, that febu- 
lous news magarine paroefy from a 
couple ofyeaisagOk It wasn't all bad. 
There was some nice banter - when 
Hazier asked Nastase if he oould ^ 
him some tennis lessons, he replied, 
‘TwQlifyou come to Romania and 
beat 19 aQ foe politidans.” But foe 
huTTian brain can onfy take so much 
QuSness and cosines before it ex- 
plodes. Thafsmy ibeoiy, ai^nv^. 

There was more of it in 


Rkfzaidson's interview with Marvin 
Hagler in Rome. Thourii it was io- 
terestiog to see what Marvelous 
Marvin B up to, establishing a career 
as a bad guy in Italian action flicks, 
foe maieyness was splattered aQ 
over foe screen. The Americans talk 
about **foe hairball foctot’* (think 
F/fonfr), and it's perfectly suited to 
a programme that seems detennined 
to htmour foe sprit of foe sQlier bits 
of SjpalsJiMeivo/ the yktr. 

Hansen and Most» fired no bet- 
ter. Inverdale ^>ending 3min 39sec 
and Smin 56sec respectM^ on them. 
There was more Chrs Morris to 
savour “There is still something 
comic about the hop, step and jump", 
for example. No. No there isn’L His 
qzening gambit whb Merson was also 
a gem. as he inquired -vriiat foe Mid- 
dlesbrough phQNiT would do riiould 
foe First DMsiod Championship 
tropl^be'pased round tbe dressing- 


room foil of champagne. I was em- 
barrassed for Merson, whose honest, 
serious approach was horribfy o^t 
by foe bantering tone. Inverdale 
wrapped up the rnterview by te ilmg 
him, “In foe words of the song, you 

were knodted down and got back up 

again,” a crass and dumsy reference 
to Chumbawumba's No 1 drinking 
song. Nice touch, that when you’re 
interriewing an alcoholic. 

He just meant h as a bit of fozz, I 
guess. Maybe it’s just me, xbiq^ I\e 
turned into a sour old git but I want 
more. I want lo be made lo thinb^ i 

want to be surprised. I don't want lo 
' feel that the 45 minutes squandered 
onwaldimgOiS^ would have been 
betterspentdrinqgaholemny df^iH 

and snddi^ my brains out Ai^body 
who requii^ even a mminmi 
of havii^ foeir horizons ex pa n ded 
would have ended up lari Monday 
like me, screaming at foe screen. 
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Dark Blues extend 
their winning streak 


THE 11th women’s Vusiiy lugby 
union match took place at Iffley 
Road last Sunday with Oxford 
CTtcndmg their sequence of victo- 
ries to lOwitb acompieheosive 22-5 
trhunph. 

It nuy not qinte havebeenltvicfc- 
enharo, but a h^cfaycrawd en/cyed 
a rumbwtfous atuKi^ere, the beer 
and the obligatory speaker, whose 
bravado was. it seems, hielled at one 
of Cambridge's drinldog sodedesL 
'With due sense of theatre perhaps, 
he delayed entty untQ the sect^ 
half and the players apparently 
found his antics “aU joQy good 

Oxford's ability to extend their 
winning streak was helped by a 
scrum and line-out that had a pro- 
fessional look about them. Hie 
DaricBhies fonnerc^itsdnJoHud- 
son (1995-96. bottom left) must have 


enjoyed her view from the touch- 
line as Oxford (overwhelmed thmr 
rivals throu^ tries from Jacqui 
Street, with two. the Swedish 
mtonation al Uliika Andeisson atxl 
Lucy Madc^op. 

Pte’inatch attentka to detail by 
the Light Blues (bottom centre) 
came to nothing in the attempt to 
curtail the catalogue of catastrophe. 

At txii»s Oxford seemed almost 
to have gained a passing resem- 
blance to the AE Blacks or so it may 
have seemed to spectators, whether 
inebriated, intrigued or merely 
enthusiascic. 

ICopies of these photographs- and 
ally others by the Independent's 
sports photographers David Ash- 
down. Peter and Robert Haflam 
- can be oi^red by telephoning 
0171-293-2534. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROBERT HALLAM 
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Sampras* de^at puts 

Korda in pole position 


‘<Ur. ' il 



i 




^ HI 


P’BTE SAMPRAS* world No 1 
status is ID doubt after he lost 
7-5, 6-3 to the ucseeded Aus- 
trian Thomas Muster in the 
AiTP CSiamptons’ Cup in r>tf - 
fomia. 

^ 'Hie victoiy for Muster, a 

mer worid No 1 himself, now 
ranked 20th, means the Aus- 
tralian Open champion, Petr 
Korda, can take top jdace 
a win at Indian Wells. Korda, 
the second seed, beat the Ger- 
man teenager Tbmmy Haas 7- 
IS, 6-2 to reach the quarter- 
finals on Thnrfid^y. 

Sampras was not the only big 
name to foil in the tiuid round. 
Andre Agassi, who hag woiked 
bis up to 40tb la the worid 
from 141st last Noyembei; beat 
■the third-seeded Austr alian Pat 
Rafter, the reigning US Open 
6-3 3-6 fr-Z Agassi wiB 
^ face the lowest-nmked player left 
^ in the draw, the 126di-Tanked 
wild card, Jan-Michael GambdlL 
But Samples’ defeat, by a 
playCTwbo had won just one of 
his three matches aD year. 


e^psed that upseL ‘Iwasaw- 
foL” admitted Sampras. **1 reaBy 
snugged througliout die whole 
match, r had some tjifiyfg fo 
the first, had a set poinL Ibd 
some love-30 poiats." . . 

SampraSf the tTwun p rtwg * 
Crpwinnerm 1994 and 1995 but 
a beaten quarter-finalist in 1996 
and in the second round 
year, said he stflZ had not mas- 
tered the desert conditions. ‘*1 
don*t know what it is abon't the 
conditions heTe,” he said. *Tfae 
ball seems to.% on me. 1 can’t 
play the wi^ I want to pl^, can’t 
swing the way 1 want to swing, 
and have control of ibe balL” 
Muster, wiio di^wted the 
world No 1 place with Sampitt 
in 1996, and grabbed the top ^xst 
for SEC weds t^ year, said he 
could tell Ssinpras was Strugs 
^mg,Hesai±'*ybaaiwi^piay 
Bke your opponent alkw rey c wi to 
But he wasi’t seringas ao: 
curate- as he used to. He made 
a lot of unforced enois. Rir 
whatever reason I don’t know.** 
In the quarter-finals, Muster 
will foce the Ukrainian Andrei 
Medvedev, who beat Niodas 
Lapentti of Ecnador 6-1, 6-4. 


Korda wiD play the sevemh- 
seeded Onkan Maroelo Rios m 
a iqiett of the Australian Open 
&aL Rios defeated German 
Niodas IQefer 6-4, 6-3. 

The sizth-seeded Briton, 
Greg Rusedsid, advanced whh 
a 6-3, 7-5 victoiy over Spam’s 
Chxios Moya, setting up a dash 
witii unseeded Swe^ Thomas 
Enqvist, a 6-2, 7-6 winner over 
UIOuadL 

. “I was very pleased with the 
way I ^ayed,” said Ibisedsid, 
who had a first-roimd fcye be- 
fore sttuggUns to a 4-6, 6-3, 6- 
4 vktoiy overl^ice Spadea. I 
serv ed a lot .bettec, played A 
more solid overall game aod 
find iip a few areas 1 wasn’t 
pleased with." 

Rusedski, who beaten 
the ^tb-nnked Eaqvist in 
three of their four previoos en- 
fiouniers, served 12 aces and 
Moya never had.a chance to 
bre^ his oj^xmen^s serve. 

A strain^ left hamstrn^ 
nnned StefiB Grafs latest oome- 
badc from mjuiy when ^ re- 
tired in the tfand set of hCT Ewrt 
Cup s emU fifiai match with 
Lindsay Davenport. Graf, who 


has had a list of aihheDts 
during her career, was- traolxDg 
6-4, 4-6, -4-2 to Davenport, the 
d efending ehampiftn. Gni^28, 
wasplsyi^inoi^y hd* second 
touniameut after taking nine 
months off after knee surgeiy. 

"It’s like, what dse?" said 
Grat who btt mnnbered a bad 
hack, bone spues in her foet and 
the broken cartilage and tom 
tendon in her left knee that 
ioreed the surgeiy last Jane 
'among her hyuiies. 

A hamsedag strain was a new 
e s pe xl e nce . ‘This one T haven't 
had before,*’ said Gr^ who felt 
a pain after asudden movement 
in the fiftti game of the tltird set 
She wmeed and dutched her 
thigh, but finished the game. Af- 
ter. having her thigh str app ed 
during the change-over, 
tried to play, earning a break 
point a gainst Davcnport in the 
mth game even though she was 
hrthb lM by the paw- 

The minute it happened I 
knew," said Oral T always try. 
I ahz^ made the game. I al- 
most had e But just 

standing there ] was scared to 
make it worse.* 



Cricket: Fifth Test 

f 

Regal Ramprakash 
defies the odds 



ON THIS four of the ^fest 

Indies, Mark Rampraka^ 
ha^ come tiirougb a lest of 
rharaefer vriu'cfa many crick- 
eters would Ziave failed. 
After contributing substan- 
tially to England’s victory at 

The Oval last Argust, he had 

eveiy right to expect he 

would be a regular member 
of the ade in the West lncfie& 
John Crawley had been 
draped for that Ibst but by 
the rime England arrived 
here in January, he had al- 


meotaliy stopped concreting. 

But not Ramprakash. He 
kept his composure and his 
sense of humour, and made 
sure be would be ready ifand 
when the call came. 

In the third Test in Bxt of 
Spain it did come. Adam 
HoUioakek back ruled him 
out and Ramprakash was 
drosen but he up on the 

mormagof the rriatdiwhhflu. 

But still Ramprakash 
kept his sense of proportion 
and he continued to work at 


ready been pemalled in as his cricket A score of 60 on 
the No 3. “TJemdV ® spinners pitch 

Ramprakash il E IN £\.X against Guyana 
was not even con- BLOFELD was 





No pain, no gain: Steffi Graf has her leg strapped in a vain 
attempt to prolong her semi-final Photograph: AFP 


Bullets and Sharks 
leaning on Towers 


Basketball 


^ Richard l^rlor 

' BIRMINGHAM BuOets and 
Sheffield Sharks are dependtog 
on Loodtm Tfawers to boost tiieir 
1^ BudweiserLeqgoe title chances 
y this weekend fay beating Grealer 
London Leopards at 
tcmoiTOwni^ 

BuOets aod Siaiks both have 
the dBnoe of a doitie-wte week- 
end, rrtnie Tbweis'are desperate 
to comperBale for stqjpiDg out of 
diampioDship contention by 
spcdling tile diances^ thdr liva^ 

ttift Ipagiir IffarlpTs »m^ dHiwidiiig 
chamjiinnc tfag T ^yip ar r iR 

After Birmingham lost to 
Leopards last weekend 
^ , can Tbry Dorsey said: 

'fowinourlastnme^m^B^ 
Nothing less win 

The Bullets raqponded istith 


a 76-72 midweek win over die 
Sharks and tomorrow play Der- 
by Storm, wiio play Sheffield 
ton^L *^6119 are a scary team 
and if their crowd get going it’s 
the proverbial cauldron,** Shaikh 
ooa^ Chris Frndi, said Deify, 
foqugh, are likely to be mthout 
Ibqy'fiSiidless, Mn wfll alfo miss 
ooti weekends AH Star Game 
trith a thigh nduiy* 

i^rart fiom seemg the tide sl^ . 
aw^,*foweisalsoIo6tmtheUm- 
baB League Ifopby final agaiiBt 
Sheffi^ last weekend. But 
Leopards’ coach, KDy Mims, 
smd: T don’t thinlc that win be 
a foctor by tbe tiooe th^ os’* 
LasdoNem^^&te as Eng- 
land’s coach wiD be decided to- 
'A? iBaskefoaQ 

.Two ggo nboa^ Nemeth was 

dnefo^eutive Store Cb^ 
ton who reagned last wedeend. 


Maggert seizes early 
one-stroke lead 


Rasmussen’s record paclo^e 


Badminton 


THE woifd diampkXL, Fster 
Rasmussen, hwssiffled a record 
sponsorship deal which could 
earn turn more than £300,000 in 
the nest two and a half yeais^ 

^ The Dane win reedvea^ 
4ainer in addition to a bonus 
^diemev4ik±wiU inake turn the 
tiighest-paid player in the his- 
toiyofbedmiDtoo. Caritooare 
y backing Rasmussen in a rack- 
et, clothing and luggage en- 
dorsement package which will 
him tfaiw^ the 2000 Syd- 
jaey Olympic Games. 

•• The 23-year-bld enjoyed his 
big^st success to date last year, 
Iwfaen be won the Worid Cliam- 


Sporting Digest 


pianstiip in Glasgow, beating 
Sun Jun of China in one of the 
most dramatic matches the 
sport has kdowiil 

A spokesman for Carlton 
said: “Peter's ^me went from 
strength to stroigth in 1997 and 
with our support we aie sure he 
can go on to even greater suc- 
cess, crowning his world title 
with more. Grand Frix titles in 
1999 and an Olympic gold 
medal in Sydney." 

Rasmussen is cunently out 
-with an injury but he 

hopes to be fitfor next montii's 
European Championships in 
Bulgaria and the Thomas Cup 
finals in Hong Kong in May. 


THE American Ryder Cup 
player Jeff Maggert, who 
imssed the cut in his past two 
events, fired a five-under-par 67 
to grab a dne^stroke lead, after 
the first round of the PGA 
Honda Classic. 

Maggert, vdiOSeloDe PGA ti- 
de came at the 1993 IXsoey Clas- 
sic holed a seveo-iron from 185 
ya^ for an eagle on the par-four 

CTafh hn|n and arkk»H^ hintiwB 

to ofEseta pair of bogays. 

Lcoig^diiviqg Jedm Dafy arid 
fellow AmeiicaD Stewmt CSnlc 
were tttcfflgikciflff the pace.. 
Sootla^^^&f^fontgomerie 
and tii8B^09p^fore Ihte' 
are armfiSlInEetp^ at 69. 

Monigmnmie, still seeltii^ 
his first win cm the US PGA 
tour, bad birdies at two of the 
final duree holes. 

Dal^, trying for his first win 


anoe bis latest bout with alco- 
holism, started on the 10th 
hole and true up the back nine 
whh four birdies. But he played 
the front side at even par and 
settled for second. 

“This is the best Pve f^t 
about rr^ game ever,” said 
Daly, whose four career victo- 
ries mdudiag crnimphs at the 
1991 PGA ChainpioDsbjp and 
1995 BritiA Open. Ir^^tition 
to alcohol iroUezn^^ still 
figim food<iavings- - 
It was the 17th time m his 
18 rounds that Dafy has shot par 
of better, a streak that has 
earned him a tie for fourth in 
Los Angeles and three other fin- 
ishes in the tc^ 20. He has woo 
S20iJB59(£i2SfiOO)m^st^ 
neaify twice as much as he won 
last year when he missed two 
monifas afier another stint in al- 
cohol lehafailHation. 

“pve been hitting it very 
wen,” he said. T practice and 


am doing the right things aach 
day. The cravings for food have 
been tough, so Pm not going to 
worry about my wei^L” 

Sucteen others are three be- 
hind Maggert, iifoludii^ the 
defending champion, Stuart 
Appleby of Australia, the 1987 
champion, Mark Calcavecchia, 
\ijay Suigh of Fqi, Bcunhard 
Laa^c^Germaiiyand the US 
vetearteiL^m Whtson, nnmex-up 
in prior 1998 events. 

Si^^^peais set to extend 
the PGAs kmgest cunent streak 
of consecutive cuts made to 51. 

Maggert gainedmooieiitum 
with a short birdie putt at the 
seventh and a 35-foot birdie on 
the ninth, then finished with 
bmfiesd&h^par-^fii^ boles, the 
14th ^ 16th, .tinldng a 10-foot- 
ei on the latter. T have been 
pb^nog pretty well,” Maggert 
said. "It does bug me that Fve 
only won once. Sooner or later 
m get over the bump.” 


Ballesteros pulls out of desert purgatory 


By John OaM«y 

in A^ir 

ON THURSDAY H was the 
wind that blew Seve Balles- 
teros off course and up to 13 
over par after 12 holes played 
into the teeth of a gale at the 
Moroccan Open. Yesterday a 
stomariii upset forced the l^ider 
Cup captain to retire without 
biftbig another baZL 
. Deamark*s Steen Tinnmg 
also withdrew, leaving 68 other 
players to corni^ete thmr fiist 
rounds yeslerd^, some with 


honendous scores after their 
battle through atrocious weatii- 
er conditions. In aH, 48 players 
failed to break 80; t h ree were in 
the 90s, and mily SB of the play- 
ers unfortunate enough fo be 
drawn in the second half of the 
field managed sub-par rounds. 

It an left Des Sn^th, wbo, in 
ideal CQiufitioQs yesterday moiri- 
in& equalled tlM course record 
with 64, under par; still lead- 
ing ty three sluHS ^m Mathias 
Grabei^ Sweden, and Fedio 

T Sntiarr, nf Spain rin«ft behind 

were Smyth’s frsh compatriot 


Raymond Bums, the German 
Alex Cejka and Australia’s 
St^eu Lean^, all whom 
shot 68 before tbe gale force wind 
developed yesterday and forced 
pl^ to be abandorred with half 
the field still on tire course. 

Yesterday morning condi- 
tions were a^in ideal, calm and 
soni^. Those completing their 
opening rounds had only a 20- 
mmote break before startiz^ 
Ihdr second rounds because, 
onder the rules, tbe second half 
cf the fidd in tire first round 
to go out first m the second. 


Fit Crutchiey 
gives boost 
to Cannock 


Hockey 


By BRI CoKmH 

MARTIN GILBODY, Can- 
nock's manager, was philo- 
sophical about their tough 
weekend, rix of his players hav- 
ing returned onfy on Tuesday 
from the Azlan Rbwb Cup in 
Ipoh. 

The good news for Can- 
nock is that the learfing National 
League goalscorer, Bobby 
Crutchiey, who pulled out of the 
Malaysia ti^ on the eve of de- 
parture when he limped off at 
Hounslow after scoring a hat- 
trick in their last League game 
should be fit for tbe game. 
Doubts suxTOund Justin o 
cock, who was rnimiiig 
p^tureyesteSfe^ , 

C&nnodt. 

of Canteibuzyat the top oi the 
Fremier, today entertain South- 
gate, who will be missing Soma 
Sin^ in tbe league and to- 
morrow win be at home to 
Chnteibuiy in tbe semi-final of 
tbe EHA Cup. 

Qiidiester are tbe first dub 
outside tbe National League 
ever to reach the Oip semt-fi- 
nals and have to travel north to 
Beeston for the second semi- i 
finaLAltboughtlKywiDstanas | 
underdogs, win face a Bee- 
ston side; who have a lelegatioD 
game against Gufldford to- 
mOTTOW. 

The Women’s National 
League comes to a dose today 
with Slough already Prenner 
cbampioiis, Leicester baving 
clinched tbe ^vision One title 
and with Aldridge needing just 
a point to ^in promotion from 
tbe Second Div^n. 


adered for a Ihst — 

plare at tbe start of the tour 
and if Crawley had been even 
moderate]^ successful, his 

chance may never have come. 

Crawley’s selection was a 
dear case of nepotism by tin 
powerful Laocashiie con- 
tingent running this tour. 
Captain Mike Atherton 
seems to get his way 
regardless over just about 
everything while David 
Uoyd, the coach, and Bob 
Bennett, the manager, are 
also red rose stahvarls. Their 
choice of OaMey was shown 
up for what it was; a dam- 
aging piece of migudgemcDL 

There was nothing 
Ramprakash could do about 
it except wait. I can think of 
mai^ who would have 


thought he bad 
been caught beluDd before 
be had a dozen, won him 

a place in the Georgetown 
Tist. He fought faaid in both 
innmgs on a difficult pitch for 
64 not out and 34. 

Now, at Kensington 
Oval, be has made his first 
Thst 100 to rescue England 
from what seemed to be an 
unmitigated disaster. Now 
that tbe biggest psycho- 
logy barrier of aU has 
been eliminated, he will 
make a great many more 
runs and hundreds for his 
country who, 1 believe, he 
will go on to captain. 

His latest achievement 
must be seen against this 
background to be fully 
appredated. 


Batsmen can enjoy 
old-fashioned pitch 

THISisKenangtonOvalas vrimess the outstanding bats- 
it used to be. This is a pitch men of the treat you to 
that reminds old-timers of an exhibition of stroke play, 
the days when the many Bowlers were reduced to 
great batsmen produced 1^ mere drawers of water aod 
this tisy island of Barbados hewers of wood, 
used to feast themselves Of the 10 Tests between 

against bowlers from wher- 1955 and 1974 nine were 
ever they came. drawn. There were three 

Sir Clyde 9lUcott, tike totals over 600 and seven 
Sir Bverton Weekes and over 500. 

Seymour Nurse; punished as It was here that I^lddan's 

mai^ attacks as anyone in Hanif Moharruned accumu- 
hisb^day.Ittook — lated the longest 

Sir Clyde onty an TONY innings in Test 

hdSr cm the fiist COZIER. <^ckcl, renrainiog 

morning, even as . . — in the middle for 


England were tottering, to 
proclaim: "This looks to 
me like a 500 per innings 
draw”. 

There have not been 
many of those in recent 
times, in fact not since 1977. 
That was tbe period when 
the authorities became fed- 
up with a succession of 
high-scaring stalemates and 
dedded to inject some life 
into the lifeless surface 
here. 

It was also a period that 
coincided with the emer- 
gence of the great fast bowl- 
ing quartets Miidi were to be 
tbe backbone of West Imfi- 
an .domination of world 
cri^t in the 19S0s. 

Prior to that you would 
pay your money md come to 
Kensington knowing full 
well that you were going to 


in the middle for 

999 minutes for his 337 in 
1958. 

Sixteen years later 
Lawrence Rowe took his 
memorable 302 off England 
and tbe likes of Sir Gany 
SoberSi, Bob Simpson, Bill 
Lawiy and Worrell helped 
themselves to double cen- 
turies. 

As Mark Ramprakash 
and Graham Thorpe 
mounted their restorative 
partnership towards the 
end of the first day and into 
the second, the prospects of 
simnar run gluttony were 
real Brian Lara, Shivnaiine 
Chanderpaul and Carl 
Hooper would have been 
licking their chops in an- 
ticipation of scores that 
were impossible on the in- 
ferior pitches earlier in the 
series. 


Nicol survives as seeds tumble out 


^^uash 

i»ETER NICOL, the worid No 
I, one was tbe sole seed to sui^ 
vive the quarter-finals as a series 
of upsets* surrounded his 
progress into the last four of the 
Ausciian Open in Linz yesterday. 

Even the Scot had to fight 
for his place in the semis, com- 


in g from two games down to 
beat Alex Goti^, tbe fifth- 
seeded ^Ish No 1. 13-15, 8-15, 
15-6, 15-9; 15-9. 

The Australian worid cham- 
pion, Rodney Eyles. seeded 
No 2, went down in another 
five-game marathon, relin- 
quishing a 2-1 lead to. lose . 15- 


12, 11-15, 16-17, 15-5, 15-13 to 
the English world doubles 
champion. Mark Cainis. who 
wu only in the draw as a hici^ 
loser b«M»use Jansher Kban, of 
Pakistan, withdrew from the 
event at the last minute to 
seek advice from a knee 
spedalisL 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The ruriberof rand (£1211 
that Paddy l^jton, fitness 
trainer tt) ihe South African 
crictet team, was fined 
yeslen^ by his naUonal 

govmig b(^ after berig 
found gdty of misconduct 
but innocent of making 
racist comments to the 
crowd during the second 
Test agsmst Paldstan in 
Durban. Upton was held to 
haue threatened the com- 
plainant vnthir^. 


Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
• Henry Blofcld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 


Wp PB me ■ an oin^ 
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Lombardo takes 
throne at Palace 


ITAUr have not had much to 
laii^ about at the expe ns e of the 
En^idi this scasm ever aooc our 
national team jeopardised their 
World Cup qualification in 
Rome last October, but there 
must have been loud guffaws 

around the board rooms of Se- 
ne.*f dubs yesterday when Cty^ 

lal Palace annoimwd that they 
were placing their fate in the 
hands of the invi^le man, Ai- 
tilio Lombardo, who wfll act as 

pla>vr-coadi uodl tfae end of this 

season, when the chib h(^ that 
Teny Venables will take over. 

A fleeting appearance as 
substitute in the 6*2 defeat at 
Stamford Brk^ on Wxinesday 
apart, one could be excused for 
thtnlrffiji that the Italian had kmg 
ance left the club, so little has 
been seen of him, due to a cat- 
alogue of injuria since lits arrival 
last summer. 

But there he was huge as life 
at the club's ranTsbackle 
Mitcham training ground yes^ 
tcrdqy to hear Steve Coppell, 
who be replaces, announce to a 
gobsmacked gathering of Eng- 
lish and Italian media that 
I^lacc were pinning their hc^ 
of survival on a conqilcte novice. 
And before the assemb^ could 
dose their mouths, he added that 
Lombardo would be assisted 
feOow striker Ibmas Brolin, who 
is on 3 week-to-week contract at 
the dub and has an English ap- 
pearance record even moieliiii- 
iled than Lombardo's. 

“I realise it isa bold, massive 
step." said Coppell, who re- 
turns to his role as director of 
football, "and a step that a lot 
of people will look upon as be- 
ing fbolisb, but something had 
to be done. It might not work. 

BBC lose 
Gullit to ITV 

rrv sport have signed up Ruud 
Gullit £rom under the nose of 
the BBC for the World Cup. 
Gullit had been expected to 
part of the Beeb's World Cup 
team this summer, but ITV 
Sport announced yesterday that 
t^ had agned Gullit on a two- 
year deal to help present riVs 
flagship games in the Champi- 
ons’ Le^e and FA Cup as well 
as France 9S and the 2000 Eu- 
ropean Championships. Gullit 
wiU niake his rrv dd)ut at this 
year’s FA Final on 16 May. 

OuUit said: "IVe enjoyed 
working with Trevor Brooking, 
Alan Hansen and Gary Linek- 
er and now I'll be in aveiy priv- 
ileged position working with 
professionals I also respect, 
such as Bob Wilson, Alex 
Feiguson, Kevin Keegan and 
Terry Venables. on.rrV." 


An invisible Italian is the new man in char^ 
at Selhurst Park. Clive White reports 


but at the moment everyone ex- 
pects es to go down ax^way— it’s 
only the people wzthiD these waQs 
who think we've got a fighting 
chance of staying up." 

It is an appoioCmeDt that is 
pfobat^ par fix' die oouzse at the 
moment at a dub which seems 
intent on upstage itself when 
it comes to bizarre decisioos. 
Ron Noades, the diairman, and 
Mark Goldberg, the club’s 
prospective owner, were both 
con^icuous by their absence 
(though Goldberg had been at 
the training ground before the 
press arrived, possibly piactismg 

his ball-jug^g skiils k la 
Aficbael Kn^trxi) and it left 
to poor CbppeD to field the ques- 
tions that rained in on him. 

He aco^ned responsibility fix 
the dub's pli^t and the ap- 
pointment of Lombardo, 
lowii^ oonsullatioa with Noades 
and GoUbeig. Recent months at 
the dub had been like "slow 
strangulation”, he said. “In an 
idealwDridIwouldn'tbe^>eak- 
ing to you - Palace would be in 
mid-tabie and I would be man- 
ager. But we are dziftmg down 
the league and I felt veiy strong- 
ly something bad to be done. 

"Fm very sad at die dub’s po- 
sition and I am responsible, the 
buckalways stops with the man- 
ager. I want as mudi as passible 
to release Attilio from that kind 
of pressure. I want him to oon- 
centrate on matters- the 
preparation of the team - and 
not get involved in ai^ of the off- 
tbe-Seid politics.” 


Lombardo was given half an 
hour to think about tile offer, af- 
ter beh^ summoned to a b^l 
on Thursday evening by Gold- 
berg. Having ^reed, he said 
throuigh an inteipreter, that he 
felt as “the hotel roof was 
felling in on me.” He was still 
ledoig from tile magnitude of bis 
decision and hoped that he 
would not get home and find his 
wife parking to leave. 

He did not envisage too 
many dian^ just yet with to- 
day’s game at Pazkfollowed 
smaedy 1^ another, on ^iVfedne^ 
day at Newcastle, after which 
th^ have 10 days’ respite. 

He lamented the shortage of 
midfielders at the club (not 
h^ied by the recent sale of Andy 
Roberts) and will DO doubt be re- 
lieved to hear that the dub is in 
the process of n^otiatii^ the 
transfer of Sasa Curdc from As- 
ton Villa for £lm on Monday. 

The player-coach stres^ 
that h was only a temporary ap- 
pointment and that intend- 
ed to return to being ’’simply a 
pkyer” at the end of the season. 

ft was on ^^dnesday that 
Lombardo’s feDow countryman 
anrt friend, ftianlnra Vialli, 
his own player- manage r career 
some good vrith that annifailatioD 
ofPalaoe. Lombardo said that he 
would be ringing ViaBL “Giao- 
luca is in a skoilar position, al- 
thou^ he is driving a Formula 
One car, as it were, while Fffi in 
charge a anking sh^” he said. 
”His advice will help but he win 
not solve n^ problems.'’ 


Woiried look: Lombardo contemplates his appointment y es ter da y PhotograpfeASsporc 


Robson makes a move for Gascoigne 


BRYAN ROBSON has asked 
ftul Gascoigne’s agent, Mel 
Stein, to sound out the Rangers 
and Ellwand midfielder over a 
p(»sUemcws toMIddleslxoqgh. 

The Boro manager is a long- 
standing admirer of Gascoigne 
and wants Stein to find out if he 
favours a move back to his' 
North-east roots. 

“I have not approached 
Rangers, or [the Rangeis chair- 
man] IDavid Murray, but, as 
there does seem to be some truth 
that Rangers wjU let Gazza go, 

I have ^ken fo Stein,** Robson 
said. ‘*1 have asked him fo find 
outwbetherGazzawouklbeta- 
terested. 1 will find out whether 
Rangers are hfierested and tfaafs 
as oHJCfa as I am prqpared to sty.” 

The Rangers manager Wal- 
ter Smith masts that flaamigm *, 
who is sidelined with a calf in- 
jury at present, is not being 
pushed oat of Ibrco, depute re- 


ports of a loan deal with Crys- 
tal Palace. 

“Someone has come in so we 
have looked at the ofier and 
asked Pauk ‘How do you feel v 
about th^?’ ” Smith said. “He 
has one or two consideratioDS 
outside footi)^ to talre in wfakfa 
mean he would nctf be averse to 
a move outside Scotland 

“A lot of players are stimu- 
lated by new dubs and I think 
that Paul might be one of those. 

I think that if he was lookiDg at 
himself then he may be think- 
ing tiiat at the end of the sea- 
son fresh pastures would be the 
right thing for him and good 
stimulation in the last years of 
his caieer.” 

Howard Kendall fears he 
could be dragged into an auc- 
tion over the Chilean mid- 
fielder Jose Luis Sierra. The 
Everton mana^ bad hoped to 
have the 29-year-old Sierra, 


who turned in a brilliant (filthy 
against England at Wembley re- 
cent^, in his squad to face 
Bladdhrm at Goodison today. 

Howerar, protracted nego- 
tiations mean the move for the 
Colo Cok) pkyer is bn hold. ‘It 
seeoK that people are touting 
the pilfer around looldogfor a 
buyer,” Kendall said. 

Steve Thompson has. made 
his first ggning as Sheffield 
United manager witii the cap- 
ture of Paul Devlin finm Birm- 
in^iam. The 25-year-old striker 
will cost the Blades iE200,000, 
plus an addrtional £50,000 if the 
dub are promoted. 

Aberdeen's Ecnn Jess is back 
in the Scotland squad after an 
absence of 21 months. Jess is 
now certain to partner Black- 
burn’s Kevin Gafiacfaer up front 
in the friendly a^inst Domiaik 
at Ibrax on 25 March. Jes^s 
club-mate, tiie central defend- 


er Derdc Whyte, is also recalled 
He, like Jess, last jE[gured for 
Scotland in the JEuro 96 cam- 
paign. Gavin Strachan, the 
Coventry midfielder and son of 
the Blues manager. Gor- 
don, is named in the Under 21 . 
sqn^ for the first time. 

Liverpool’s Mark Kennecfy 
has been mled out of the Re- 
public of Ireland’s friendly in- 
ternalional against tbe Czech 
Republic In Olomouc on 25 
March. The 22-year-old winger 
has had an op^tion to correct 
damaged tendons in bis hand 
and will be out of action for at 
lea^ three weeks. 
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Doncaster lay 
off coaches 

DONCASTER ROVERS, who 
^ 12 points adrift at the 
bottom ^ the Third Division, 
have laid off their coaches, 
Dave Covriing and Paul Whrd, 
as part of a series of cutbacks. 

• The manager, Mark Wbavei; 
has toikl die j^ayi^ tiicy are oiofy 
required to tutn up on match- 
dajsbecause there would be no- 
bexty to coadi them for thC.rest 
of the.week. 

Cowling and had both 
been woridi^ with the first 
teanx The ftxmer Stockpoit and 
Rotberbmn boss Danny 
Beigara wiQ stay on at die dub 
to coach tbe juniois. 

Rovers have also agreed 
settlements with players Simon 
Island and Dairen Utley to 
cancel- their cxmtracts v^e 
their former dapper Ian Gore 
could also be set to leave. 


Middlesbrough asked for more of the same 


Smith sets his mind on resurrecting Rangers 


By Ian Rodgers 


BRYAN ROBSON wants more 
of the same from his side after 
the 6-0 win over Swindon in 
midwieek. The Middlesbrough 
manager hopes his side can re- 
cstab^ themselves as the best 
away side in the Hrst Divition 
at Portsmouth today after con- 
ceding nine goals and scoring 
none in their last two matches 
on the road. 

”1 was pleased with our 


overall performance against 
Swindon in midweek particu- 
larly after two bad defeats and 
nine goals againsL" Robson 
said. "We have now got to get 
back to being the best away 
team in the Hrst Division.” 
Tbe Ihestideis* rivals for the 
titfe, Nottingham Forest. vriQ be 
aiming to stop Buxy^ revival at 
tbe C% Ground. Buiy axe un- 
beaten in nine games but Forest 
want revenge after their defeat 
at Gigg Lane in November. 


From today until the end of 
the season, referees vnU indicate 
to the firaith official how mudi 
stoppage time will be played at 
the end of each half in ^ Na- 
tionwide League games. He 
will then hold up a board to in- 
dicate the mtntinum amoun t of 
time (hat win be added. The sys- 
tem, vdiidi was pioneered in 
Italy, wQl also be used in the 
playoff finals and the Coca- 
Cola Ciq> final between Qidsea 
and Middlesbrough. 


By Bryn Palmer 


WALTER SMITH shrugged 
off speculation over Paul Gas- 
ct^ne’s friture yestoday and ^ 
his sights on revxvmg his side’s 
tide dtaHengB u Motherwell to- 
day. The Rangers manager 
talres his infuiy-hit squad to F!r 
Farit for the third time this sea- 
s<m knowing they have yet to 
come away with a victoiy. 

With the England midfield- 
er’s future dominating this 


week. Smith is anxious to reaf- 
firm that securing a 10th suc- 
cessive Premier Division title 
remains his priority. Gascoigne 

anri BHan T juiri nipwill apin he 
mtesing «hm ngh injuiy, botii 
having onfy an outside chance 
of being & for Wednesday’s 
Scottish Orp quarter-final re- 
play at Dundee. . 

With the loss of -the injured 
Stfgio Porrini and Gordon 
Durie and the su^ensions of' 
Richard Gou^ and Stuart Mc- 


Call - apparent^ for the first 
time in the midfielder’s career 
- Smith is undexstandabfy ret- 
icent about discussing Gas- 
coigne’s situation further. 

”He fr stiU a Rai^tSphQ'^ 
er, and by aH aocoimts he mi^t 
be fit in time for Wednesday,” 
he said. “Bu^ as 85 J am coor 

cerned, the only problem I 
have got is tomonow’sgame. It 
is one that we really need to win 
to keep the pressure up ou the 
two teams above us." 


Dye-soaked Gazza is strung up by the ankles 


THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


I THINK Tve blown our 
chances of signing Paul Gas- 
coigne, Irteraily, but it was 
hartily my feulL For weeks 
now there’s been a con^iracy 
ngaiosl me. It’s not just the usu- 
al stufi^ our team playing poor- 
ly, opposition goalkeepers 
having blindeis, refit only see- 
ing penalties for tbe other ade. ' 
After you've been in the game 
as long as I have you realise 
every manager thinks chat It 
goes with the job. 

No, this was different I've 
been followed, my n^ghbours 
have had strange people ask- 
ing questions about me, vQe ru- 
mours have been spread. At 
first 1 thought it was tbe Child 
Support Agency, or a private 
dk& for one of niy ex-wives. 
I've bad all that in the past but 
we’re all on good tenns at pre- 
sent 

Then I noti^ that every 
Wednesday, tbe n^i before 
the came, someone 

was going throi^ my wfaeel- 
ie bin. So I booby-trapped it. 


1 ri ggad iyafewwfressoifit 
was opened 3 bucket of purple 
dye would fell on the pexpe- 
txator and one of- those man- 
traps which leave a bloke 
hanging from a tree by his an- 
kle would whip into action. It 
was one of those times ^leo 
n^ days in the scouts came in 
baod|y. 

T jaw, that night there was a 
commotioii. I went our 
to see a chubby figure ha n g in g 
upskle down, red c|y6 diq^nng 
firom his head, sayrtig *>v^<h 
mon, whit^ ga-wan on?” It 
was He'd come round 
to arit me to sign him. 

Ttfe’d qx)ken on the phone 

eariier. ’’Onfy Qystal FbI^ r^ 
ally want me,” bebad sakL 
desperate, 1 can’t go there;. 
Thomas Brolin's already snaf- 
fled the seal next to the ifioner 

lady and. he’s also tuck riiop 
monitor- The dressing-room'^ 

not going to be 1^ enough for 

both of us.” 

However, just before he 
knocked on isy door he opened 


nty bin to chude in a few Mars 
Bar wrappers... splat. 

He to^ it bad^. *Td ratiier 
put up widi a Sw^e than look 
like a beetroot,” he saud before 
storming off in tears. He would 
have biunped into that bloke 
from the Premier League’s 
bungs commisrion as be went, 
but fortunately the guy bad a 
big pair of rubber gloves on so 
he was able to keep Gazza 
away. Funiiy tint be baj^iened 
to be in tbe area. 

It's a thrtngh, I even 
had Joao Havelangs’s backing 
for my bkLGocxlcIdJo.be can 
always be relied upon for ps- 
tronage^ he’s now told Ga- 
matqi, Braal,' South Africa, 
Australia and England they 
have his support for 2006. He’s 
made a career out of telling 
people vriiat they want to bear. 
The inoedible thing is, it still 
works, jnstknkat the bttdliDes 
this week. You could almost 
hear Tbne and Mandy thinkii^ 
*%ow, what an operator”. . 

Fife has got a few things 


r^t tTirwigh- Maroo rang up 
tl^ week, he was so emotion- 
d be could faard^ *At last”, 

he said, ‘fet last”. Then he 
went quiet as he thou^t of all 
the tagWftg ficbni. behind thar 

alggheft his anltlHeand fitrish ari 

his beautifiil career. ” 71)6 hor- 
ror, the bexxor,” he vriii^red 
befixe he put ^ phone down. 
They ^ould use a spedal or- 
ange card for these dtsmiagaia 
and name it the ^n Basten in 
his honour. 

The dedaon to ban reserve 
goalies from joiamg die squad 
until sumnmied is handy as wefl 
-it could be a nice Etde earn- - 
er. Fve formed the World Cqp 
Goalie Camp Pic to accom- 
modate keepers from {daces like ' 
Argentioa. BtariL South Kcxea 
and South Africa who are go- 
iiig to be 1(^16 hc^ flyii% time 

from France. Wi'reonfy a few 

hours by Chatmel Tunnel so 
tiiey’re mudi better off sta^ng 
in Stodgetboipe; ' 

For a small See they can Idp 
at tbe dub’s youtii acaden^ 


hostel (the lads be home as 
it’s off-season). Bruno, down 
the locd caff, has promised to 
intzxxliioe a few foiejgn tedpes 
such as pasta, rice, cony, qoicbe 
and bunieos tboi^ ndiber he 
nor Rover looked coo happy 
when I told him South Ko^ 
anseatdog. 

. Ivor Fs^ win ^ve than dai- 
ly training sessions and there’s 
a jogging path along the «*ginal 
towpath. We're knocking to- 
gether a brodiujre and in case • 
an that doesn’t work we’re in- 
dudinga few pictares of Swee- 
tie Beetle. 

MeanwhOe, Shann Prooe’s 
out qgain this we^ after he ar- 
gued with me about team se- 
lection. He think’s besfaould be 
in ft. He darms theses a douse 

in his contract says he has to 
■ piay but there isn’t any longer, 
the diaitman bad it drawn up 
in invisiNe ink. With Ivor Nig- 
gle gone to ^fest Ham on loan 

Fm down to tbe bare bon^ 

Barry Gaffer was talking 

to Glenn Moore 


SIDELINES 

Pickering the pick 
of the switchers 


THE 

EX-FILES 


COUN HENDRY and 
rhm Sutton could have 

been u each others 

positions today had their 

true vocations not been 

spotted. Blackburn Roveis’ visit to Everton ^ 
of another player who switched roles - and dubs - with 

converted into a centre-forward good enough ti> i*^ 
£85,000 move to Everton 34 years ago this month, ^cre 
he partnered Roy 'Mot™* 

ca^ in on. The timing of Pickering's transfer was dis- 
astrous fix the Ewood park club, who had been weU pto^ 
to win the fham p'0"-^‘P for the first time in 50 years. They 
had to wah until 1995 to finish top. 

Howard now in his fourth spell at Everton, was 

player-manager at both dubs. In 1981, during his first stint 
in the Qtwfisow hot seat, he went back to Blackburn for 
his coach, Mick Heaton, goalkeeper Jim Arnold, and Glenn 

"Killer” Eeetey, the Hendiy of his day, who was sent off 
half an hour j n^o his one loan appearance (a 5-0 home de- 
feat by Liverpool). 

Keith Newton, who himself started in attack, had rep- 
resented Kngianrf as a Seoond Kvision right-back before 
Everton hnught him from Blackburn. Others witii a dual 
connection indwie Harry Leyland, Matt Woods, Duncan 
MdCeozie^ John Baili^, Alan Irvine and Bobby Muiuns. 
However, it was not until Kenny Dalglish was uiutcd vrith 
Jad: Walker^ wallet in 1991 that Rovers reversed the drain 

in talent, stgniqg Mike Newell fix £1.1 m. 


Ten things 
that 
Arsenal’s 
Liberian 
Christopher 
Wreh 
might be 
missing 
today 


1 His borne dty, the war- 
ravaged capital, Mon- 
rovia. Like ESghbuiy, its 
inhabitants would prefer 
to be elsewhere. 

2 GnzteyStreet, tiie livell- 
est area in Monrovia for 
bars ^ dubs. 

3 Agl^ borne brew 
palm wine, often accom- 
panied in Lfoeria by a 
home-grown grass 

Not the kind of thing that 
any Gunner would in- 
dulge in, of course. 

4 Swimming fishing and 
waterspoits atLake Piso. 

5 A trip to the Imestpne 
rubber plantation, tbe 
world’s largest. Said to 


be as interesting as Arse- 
nal rides of the Eighties, 
but more flexible. 

6 A day trip to Bangor 
beach, one of several dose 
to the Liberian capital 

7 A bottle of Qub beer, in 
a du 9 bar (roadside cafe). 

8 sosp and frjfu 
(fermented cassava). 

9 &qrmg cheap, quality 
softs on BensM Street, 
Monrovia's Saville Row. 

10 Devetopment plans 
rooted in really. Presi- 
dent Charles Tkjlor wants 
his country to improve 
“step by riep." Arsenal 
want to buy ^fembley sta- 
dium. 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No26^THE McCAIN STADIUM 


Grounds bearmg the name of a sponsor-such as Bolton's 
Reebok Stadhun or Stoke’s Britannia Stadhim -are a com- 
paratively recent development, but Scarborough efaat^d 
tbe name of their home as long ago as 1988. McCain Foo^ 
one of the bjggest employers in the town, have sponsored 
>iriiat was the Athletic Ground fix lOyears and are oq)ected 
CO renew their agreement when it expires next year. 


THIS 

WEEK 


On 13 March 1991, Man- 
chesfer United travelled to 
Southampton without a 
League win fix two months. 

Trafling the Firrt Divi- 
sion's joint leaders. Arsenal 
and Liverpool, by 16 points. 
United were unable to end 

their lean spell, and managp H 

onfy a 1-1 draw, with Paul 
Ince scorii^ fix the viritors 
after Neil Ruddock had put 
the Saints ahead. 

United^ patch of indif- 
ferent form (blamed on tiieir 
preoooipation witii Euro- 
pean gtoiy) was not the only 
subject that week to be 
edx>ed ocrw.Teny Venables 
and Paul Gdsooigne, both 
currency ben^ linked to 
Crystal Palace, were making 
news seven years ago as weU. 

Msnables^ anempt to buy 
Tbttenham put him in the 
heattiin^j While Gazza was 
linked to Lazio, and then 
moved for £8.5nL 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


As Bristol City and Bristol 
Rovers prepare for their vi- 
tal Second Division promo- 
tion game today, supporters 
of the two dubs mi^t fhint 
back to tbe 1989-90 seasoiL 
It was a remarkable year for 
the Bristol dubs, who fin- 
ished first and second in 
the old Third Division. 

Their first meetii^ at 
Ashton Gate in September 
finiriied goalless, but as, the 
season wore on Joe Jordan's 
City began to set tire pace. 

Gty went top in January 
and, apart from a brief spell 
in Ma^ stayed there until 
the penultimate game of the 
. season th^ faced tfadr 

greatest rivals. Gerry Fran- 
cis's Rovers, who won 15 and 
drew five of their last 21 
games, won 3-0 to 
Gty at the top of the table. 
Both teams won their final 
matches and lIDed the two 
autcxnatic pranotioa places. 


THISWEEiCS TRANSFERS 


Transfers 

riwraiuNmorundKlwstftbM 

tintosatMse 

Wng nwitw taiindei) OlyinpMaaa 

^»^ .aii1on OmMlu , d aoa. 
fmpar) Bu^ to imWdtobroBi 

PaU DswBn (torwsfd) Divrt i giSii ite 
a«r^ ui/^2oq^: 

gnriMM »«JddenflBkl to HMrto 
Jim m Blaik (Mlandai) 

to Mriferc DbvU 
to Swiv^ 

DcwbM so b (jarv ^ ShsWad WM- 
OM^toStDlw.CtirkiawQfm(br- 
MCQ Aaeoa to HuddeffiSsId; rtdntf 


Jebson Mefenda) Leeds to Mn- 
ehnSsr etty, NeU Whitworth (dstorKt- 

SP^tnid) Bren ttaieo to Swensea: 
Damien Hilton (tanwd) Nmi^ 

Mdotay {bnMtoll 

Loansftrials 

Stew Nical (dahndv) Sheffield Mted- 
to VMM Brarmiiich Ati^ 

EStowStt 

tnrd) dwen^ Rangm to 
torrl^ Barnett (detendei} 
(ktfifennSne to Pgr Vtoa; Andy 
er <BDniwd) SheffWd UU to RMh 

Ftowrs; Jsi Vsenhetf (deterelart Qo- 

nlngen (Noth) to Ipewich Oriel). 


^itOtbutarK PM Shaw. Nlok Hants, Pat^ 

tanWbttftojB weteuma Sana to SUeBnaa, 
7>tBMai)anaantilOandrSquara.C8nwyWhaff.- 
a^mffacUresK^ion^M^ianaBAGOMk 


Desk, 
E14SDL 
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' Argentina 

A LISTLESS Bulgarian side 
were t^ten2-0 in a firiendfy in- 
temational in Buenos Aires 
this wek - a result which was 
something of an embarrass- 
ment for Bulgaria's top ariker, 
Hristo Stoichkov. 

On arrival in Boenos'Aires, 
Stoichkov had tha^^ with- 
out their former captain, Diego 
Maradona, Argentina “did not 
• east.'' The result helped to 
prove that his statement was 
somewhat &tuous-and5hnch- 
kovwasmefTeaiveandwBSSub- 

^ stituted at the interval. 

Stoichkov*s replacement, 
Rmfl Kostadinov, ain<> tlie r vet- 
eran forward, fared even worse. 
He was off for elbowing the 

home defender, Mauricio Pine- 
da. llie Fiorentma stzikec, Gatv 
riel Batistuta, and Benda's 
Qaudk) Lopez scored in each 
half for Ai^gentia^ 

There was more bad news 
foe StcMcUEOvyesterd^. Haring 
travelled to Argentina without 
the permissian of his dub, 
Barcelona, be discovered that 
his contract with the rataian 
dub bad been terminated. 

The 36^ear-old Maradona, 
meanwhile, is pondering yet 
another cranebadc, this time 
^ with an Aigentinian Second 
> Division dub, All Boys. 

“I don't want pressure or 
problems of any sort, my wish 
is just to ei^ myself and help 
the dub win promotkm,*' said 
Maradrma, vriio abandoned his 
last return vrith Boca Juniors 
back in Octefoer. 
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FOOTBALL 
AROUND 
THE WORLD 
BY RUPERT 
METCALF ■ 


Hie Argentfoian striker Cfudie'topez (ri^ic) finds room to shoot rtf iplrn the att ent i ons of the Btdgarian 
d e fcni ^ Pia, Gndev in Tuy d ay^ frienc^ in Buenos Aires, which Arg en t ine won 2-0 PhotogaphrAP 


TODAY 

JLOnkeieMd 

FA CuCli« Premiership 

1 ASSX 1 Via V Crystal Palset 

2 Bamisy v Souttompton 
tBdtmvShefliBidWBdnesdi^-. — 
■ 4 EMrion V BtacMwn 
-Mmdo rt erUtdvAissnai fltSam), 
9 Mowwiactla v Cementry 

6 Tbt i BBtiaiii V Uvafpool 

7 Wast Ham v Chelsea 

SWinhledonvleicesler - 

NaHonwide FbotM Learie 
’ Hrst P l v hi oti 
9 Bradlbtd cay v M ii intf w n 
iOHuddMilleidvllwiTerau.~~ — 

11 Norwich v WMt Biuiiiwlcli.~.-.~—- 

12 Notflnghsni Forest V Bury 

IS OjctonJ Utd v St eh e 

la^VWsvUsnehesiarCny 

19 Portamouih v MUdsabrough— — 

19 OPR V Swbidon 

17 ShenWd Utd v Raedhg....,-... 

IBSlodt^vhswich 

iBWtahesvCiewe 

Second Division 

20 Bournemouth vWwcham 

21 Bristol City V Bristol Rwais .......... 

22 Bimteyv Luton 

2S CaiWe V Brentford ^ 

M Rfhem v tawsl 

as rf¥tiam V ChsstarfMd._. 

28^tn8byvVMBSi 

aTN u t U o u toionv D ia cfc p o>^i 

28 Preston v Ybrk 

29WMordvSouthand 

aowigsnvOtoham — 

21 Wycombe v Plymouth 

Third Division 

32 Barnet V Brighton.-....-^...— 

3S Csmbridos Utd v So othorpe ~...m 

34 Cardfl V Doncaster — 

35 Chester v Notts CouiM.».>.....~..>.» 

36 Cohhestsr v Ma c etesIM d 


370artngtonvlbrquBy 

36ExBlsrvHuB 

39 Harttopooi v Swansss 

- Uncotn City V Rochdale 

- Rotherham v MansfleU 

- Scarboreugh v Layton Orient 

— .... . Shrmsfairy v Pstsitioroijgh 

Bdi^ Scottish League 

Premier Division 

......... 40 OunferminB v Aberdeen ......... 

41 Hearts v KImamocii 

......... 42lito(harw0ivRBngm. 

43 St Johnstone vHbemian 

Fhsc Division 

44 /lyrv Airdrie 

— ... 45 Dundee V Morton,,..,,,. 

— .... 46 Paletot V Raith 

........ 47Par1ickvStMmn 

....... 4aStHngAbionvHamBton... 

S e cond Dhrislon 

49 Ciyda V tavetnees CT 

- Ctydabenk V Livingston 

- East FNs V Stienraar 

- Forfar vStenhoueomiir 

- Queen of the South vBrecHn.... 

........ TMrd Division 

........ - Atiion Rovers v Cowdenbeath .. 

........ - Arbroath V Aloa. 

........ . East Stirtio v Berwick Rangers . 

....... _ Q u e o nib Perk v Dumbarton 

- Hose Cointy V Montrose 

r.'.™ TOMORROW 

M Cerflng Premiership 
....... Darby v Leeds (4Q)- 

*■ Nationwide Football League 
RrstDfvirion 

. Charltotw Sunderland (un.. 

Beirs Scottish League 

Premier Kvitioii 

Celtic V Dundee Utd (SyQ 



THE fonuer oational captain 
Rai was recalled by Brazil for 
^ the&sttimeteiit»riyfouryears 
r this week, yriiile the volatile 
strikm Edmimdo found Imii^ 
on the sidelines once again. 

Rai was one of 12 foreign- 
based playera pidted for a 
friendly away to Gennany in 
Stuttgart on V/ednesday week. 
Edmuodo, recalled for last 
month's Gold Cup after beiug 
left in the cold for m months 
for indiscfolme last year, was 
dropped again, apparently due 
to his stonny relationship with 
his Italian club, Fiorentina. 


Rai won the last ctf hk 47 
caps mthesemi-final of foe 1994 
. World Cup aj^insr Sweden. 
The coad^ Mario ZagaTin. has 
now given Rai another chance, 
fidlowiag his resuigeuce vrifo the 
French dub, Paris St-Gennain. 
However, ^gallo said: "This 
does not gnaiantee him a place 
in the squad for the World Oip. 
We must see.” 

Albania 

THE top Albanian dub Parti' 
zan Tirana are to boycott the 
league diaicqpioiish^ because of 
repeated attacks on players and 
it^srees inside stadiums. 

Faittzandedded on tbe boy- 
cott following an attack on the 
referee and his afsri-ttanLs in a 
match last month in ElbasanL 
The niatdi officials s^ they 
were beaten in their <^tging. 
room by a small ffoap of Et- 
basani siq^rteis at ba^tinie. 

. Pfitizan, in second {dace 
the leagn^ wilTcontmae their 
boycott dntil foe 'gpVicxmnenr 
' aiM fog&'fbd^l$^tedei^^ can' 
assure (hem 'd^Weace w31 
be stanqied They couM be 

rfJrgnTrd totfaeSecoadTOriaop 
if they stkk by foeir dedsoo. 

fo an tfoEdafied hidda^ foe 
Ptotnan ooad^’lte^Jffo^ is 
in a coma mho^^l^afitf ^ 
ing foot and SGdon^ifoundeiL 
A ne^ibbour in Ttema has al- 
kgodbi adouttedto foe edmefor 
“personal reasons”. 
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88 days. 

and counting 

until the World Cup 
finals begin in France 


Rene Simoes, the coach of Jamaica, already has six EngBsh-bom 
layers in Ms Worid Cup squad > and he may be about Is add 
some mora *Mmbe I can_go for 10 overall,” he said this week, 
adding that the Jamaican FootbaS Federation has been tnundal- 

ad wifo requests tram playera with a Jamaican heritage hoping 

to art a late ticket to the World Cup. He refused to give namea, 
citing confidentiality requested by the applcant& Howevet, any 

newcomer is bouna Id took a Janfocan on the team - and Sknoes 

wants to ka^ the peace. ‘If it breaks the cherMstry,ni send them 
[the newcomers] back,” tiie coach promised. 


Ajax make move for 
unsettled Kinkladze 


AJAX want to ^;n foe unsettled 

Manchester City playmaker, 
Georgi Kiokladze. but nothiug 

will be concluded this weekeud, 
accoidiQg to inanager, Joe 

Roj^e. 

^ The Dutch clubs have made 

an inquiry about the Georgian 
intexnationa], afoo has put in a 
written transfer request, but 
no move is imminent and a 

transfer has not been discussed, 

Royle said yesterday. 

Kinkladze train^ with his 
team-mates yesterday morn- 
mg, following his recoveiy from 
an ankle injury, and wDi play in 
tomorrow's First Division rele- 
^tiem six-pointer at Port Yale. 

Meanwhile, Rnyte will speak 
to the Sheffield Wednesday 
manager. Rod AtJunsc®, in the 
next few days in an attempt to 
e Aend Lee Briscoe’s loan spell 
at the dub. But the loan move 
of the defender David Moriey 
to Ayr seems likely to faU 
throtih because he needs m- 
^tcrnadonal dearaaw* , 

T The Fbolball League chair- 
man, David Sheepshanks, to 

tried to allay fean that leading 

Fto Division 

form foeir own super league. . 
Hrst Division dubs have 


denied re{} 0 rts they are tiying 
to create their own breakaway 
league to tiy to bridge foe fi- 
natirial gap between the Pre- 
mier League and Nationwide 
Lea gue. Bnt those sides likely 
to lose out if the big dubs did 
^ k alone are stiO fearful of 
moves they believe would put 
their future in jeopardy. 

However, Sheepshanks has 
invited representatives from 
the First Division steering com- 
mittee and the new^ formed 
DtviszoD TWo and Three com- 
mittee to a meeting next week 
to discuss the future - and is 

keen to make h dear that he bo- 
Ueves that the smaller sides 
have nothing to foar. 

He said *nklk of bieakawiQS 

and secret deals have been 

rouiKily refoled by Diriskm One 
the tP«l vesandiomvknoMe<fee 
have no foundation ^haBoever. 

“rvewnaes toalldubdiair- 
mcn urging them not to over- 
react and to find common 

ground so that we can complete 
tbe{)pdtive improvements that 
we are now close to achieving. 

*‘Gnssroots football in this. 
cooDby vriil benefit from a 
stronger and uiited Fbotball 
League.’* 
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WeVe got 50 pairs of tickets to the World Cop Fiool 
courtesg of MosterCord op for grobs. 

€^ NatWest 

More than just q bonk 


TERMS AND CONDmONS OF THE OFFER. 


CLOSING DATE FOR CREDIT CARD APPLICATIONS IS 2 APRIL 1998. aOSING DATE FOR COMPETITIQN ENTRIES IS 17 APRIL 1998. 

D^'ta ndUte « pmw ow ^ ow and cerrifan vmn «A)8n en MiBet w i« 4 »at Wn NolM Wfeodnav Bor* Pk, 41 liithbwg. Ididn EC2P 2W Of fnm oiq IsiB^ 


ire krewt hr VetUWaCmtoudCtnfAGMM itMoiaigK etLTTK per nwnhweu««rfim, Ate tUdaVtfaanoMf fee. anCitivC2Wttie Meant wlb»h«d^ 


L.y.ft»iMi«iaiB.tii>iii iM ltiWtfeaiBlirwrffawMlfee«w«<aovtfU.W>Wgand(hiFl|ti9Be«Li>qocwwtorbrf^reigl><awfrdH^ 
Stoi.i«MaBlwtiftcwifaBU»fadlte»gWOltecywd>m.BdBWail,UntoRa»Aewe«ev.«WtSi»»WlD«^I»iwviwyto 

■ i frnr'-farfTrM luiiMiitiiifantTlpiinfTfrrilrfTri^BiTTrttiTffnl*'^^ *'*'^T' ri nrt if h rfI >U»riir'fnJniieiaiuH]nLj^]ll^^ tJ ^j °^"'"****"^ 
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A football philosopher a la Cantona 


Emmanuel Petrt used to 
think football the most 
important thing in life. 
Now he knows better, 
but as he prepared for 
this morning's showdown 
at Old Traffond it was 
clear he has retained his 
passion for the game. He 
spoke to Glenn Moore 

SOME players wave to relatives in 
the some kick a ball ioto the 

ncL Emmuouel Pedr's pre-match rit- 
ual is differenL Amid the roar of the 
ciwd at Old Trafford this momiag 
he will stand alone fora few moments 
and enter a private worid. He may 
pause lo cast a few blades of gr^ 
into the wind before softly lecidng 
u few words. Then he wQ! join bis Ar- 
senal team-mates and prep a re to play 
Manchester United. 

The dedication is a poignant 
memorial to his brother, Oliver, 
who died ut the age of 21 while play- 
ing football almost a decade ago- Pe- 
tit was then a gifted IS-year-old 
playing for Monaco and already on 
the verge of international selection. 
[( was a shattering blow to a teenag- 
er obsessed with football and be 
^nt years oomiag to terms with the 
sport which offered him so much but 
had taken away so much more. 

'‘When I was young I loved fbot- 
haU,” be said when we met this week, 
“I really loved iL It was nqr whole life. 
When my brother died n^ mind 
changed about football. II was not 
so important. I had wanted to be a 
profesrional footballer for me, now 
I am a footballer for him." At the 
lime he considered gh^g up but felt 
(hat would not be what his brother 
would have wished. Now be said be 
feeb his brother, who died feom a 
blood clot on the brain, is watdting 

him when he plays and he draws faith 
from that belief. 

The trauma was made worse for 
I^:tit by his living in Monaco wfaSe 
his family were the length of Ranoe 
away in Dieppe. Then, a year later, 
bis fafoer suited a bean aitadt while 
training with his football team. He 
was rushed to ho^ital and surwed 
but Petit recalled "for It to again be 
on a football pitch, it was unbeliev^ 
able" Rtit himself; underwent many 
tests to check his hedth. 

W: are sittii^ in tbe Sc Albans ho- 
ld Arsenal use as a tzaiaing base and 
where Petit Umself lived for two 
months before setting up home near 
Barnet. In the flesh the Arsenal mid- 
ficlder appears smaller, younger 
and much friendlier than the un- 
smiling and' intimidating figure he 
cuts on the pitch. The ponytail is 
down and his hair hangs loose. 

.Alihou^ an interpreter is with us, 
P:iit uses him just to check the oc- 
casional word or phrase. He even does 
crosswords in En^ish, his desire to 
absoiti the language hastened by his 
initial sense of isdation after 
move and Arsine Wt;ager’s habit of 
speaking English in iraioing. 

Wenger was Petit’s coach at 
Monaco and his presence at Higb- 
huiy obviously CDcouraged Petit to 
choose them ahead of other suitors 



TMnking Ibotbalfafa menton *i was very impressed by what he did,' Emmanuel Aitit says of his competnoC Eric Cantona. *When I was in 
sit together, Laurent Blanc, Eric and me. L^rent would say to Eric 'There is your syriritual son”' 


Rangers, Mdeoda and Interoaziooale 
this summer. Tottenham were also 
conteodeis with Petit memorably 
bonomng a taxi fare from Alan Sug- 
ar to get fixKn White Hart Lane to 
Highbury during nidations. 

Apart £rom the weather and the 


kidc-off times - next? Five in 

the monimg?'' - he likes it here. "I 
needed a change after 14 years at 
Monaco. 1 wanted to know another 
country. I always liked the EnglLsh 
approach to the game <- it is sdll a 
game, not like Itafy and France 


where there is so much pressure. The 
football there so frustrating. 

"In England you can win lose 
aziywfaere. In France there are about 
seven big teams and it la very hard 
to beat them aw^ fr^ home. So 
even if we lose to MandresterUnit- 


In 
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ahead of other suitors Apart £rom the weather and the game, not iflta Italy and France even ifwe lose to Masdrester Unit- outp 

pursuit of a long-lasting board game 

ERING that the Thble Soccer in vrtiich you had — tus Road. Instead we were fax Tbwa. Brian High 

endless Ifet of mer- to twist boobs at the side of the treated to the Beverley Sisrecs claims he's tried to "mate 

spawned by the goalmouth ft) spin little plas- (orreofwhomisthewidowof ^me Inefy and appealinj 


ed it win not be all over, United can 
stili lose games to ar^one. 

"Sometimes I would like to 
more foofoall here, some teams just 
want to Iddt it, ib^ don’t want to pli^i 
football against us because we would 
outpl^ them. But Manchester Unit- 


the Freridi team we would adways 
Photograph: Acer jiy 

ed should be good opponents be- 
cause they alw^ want to play. This 
is new and good fix' EztglsbibocbalJ 
and for the PngiMri team." 

FetithasiieverbeentoOldTiaf- 
fbrd before - despite growing up in 
a Cbarmel port he bad only been to 


We’ne (not) ail going to Wembley 


CONSIDERING that the 
seemingly endless Ifet of mer- 
chandise spawned by the 
industry wo used to know as 
football now includes evciy- 
ihing from duvet covets to 
doormaus and daiiy products 
(\-ou can even buy Norwich 
City imlk now, for heaven’s 
sake), it is surprisii^ that we 
have )vt to see a game that has 
stood the test of time. 

The exception, of course, is 
Subbuteo which, like Jixnnqr 
HiU. seems to have been 
around ftv ever, whether you 
like it or noL Subbuteo actual- 
ly made its debut as far back as 
1947 when h was on an old 
Army blanket uang a [»ece of 
chalk. In those days the Fifa di- 
rectives were simpler - tbe 
rules addressed nothing more 
than the assembly of the pt^r 
nets and wire-framed goals - 
but Sld)buteO has managt^ to 
keep abreast of the changes in 
the game; "Continental st^" 
keepers appeared in 1969, 
while St^Hiteols first aU-seater 
oodium was included in tbe 
1976 World Oip edition, 14 
yeais ahead of tte real thing. 

Over the years there have 
been endless variations on 
Subbuteo's Ibeme. tut frankly, 
none have been a patch on tbe 
originaL There was Striker, 
whidi involved pressir^ a Iy- 
er's head down to make him 
kick, and Bobfv Charlton^ 


Thble Soccer in vriiich you had 
to twist Imobs at the side of tbe 
goalmouth ta spin little plas- 
tic players around on a hard 
greem indented surface (not 
dissimSar to the pitch in 
Monaco). 

There was also the qu^t- 
ly simidfetic Uow footibt^ (you 
never knew you could have so 
much fun with a straw and 
ping-pong ball) and the clas- 
sic table ftefoaU. once beloved 
of youth dubs and pubs, but 
Uke Chris Wsddle you see 
themontyraxely these dt^s (al- 
though m certain parts of Italy 
they apparently recreate a hu- 
man version of the game u»- 
ing people hangbog on to bars). 

There have ten endless 
football card gtmes, too, and 
more recently a bo^ game 
called The Manager which 
was successful, but had a 
rather short shelf life (unlike 
its creator, Thiry Vhoables, 
who has enjoyed a lc»g shelf 
life without being partiailariy 
successful). 

Of course, part of the prob- 
lem vrith fboti^ games fe that 
h’sahnostlmpasaUetodojuS' 
tite to teal action; it^ far oxne 
fulfiUing to throw down a cou- 
ple ofjumpets in tbe bade gar- 
den and have a kickabout 
youxsdf. PCveisiaiis have had 
a ptetqr good stab at it, but even 

th^. addictive though focy 
are conTbeat the real thing. 


OLIVIA 

BLAIR 

ON THE NOT 
SO TRIVIAL 
SEARCH FORA 
TABLE-TOP 
WINNER 

Howe^, lite any emrent 
football ^nn-off theyNre stni 

been a huge commenaal suc- 
cess, and if projected sales 
ures are az^rtbing to go by, it 
looks as if mneh the same wiD 
soon appfy to the Wodd Cup 
edition of Tjivial Potsoit, the 
lat>^ offeri ng of the original 
version of the board gaine. 

Vionie Jones, for one, 
leckoife ‘It's a dassy product”. 
Wmbledoa’s ctq>t^ was p^ 

sent at the laund along with 

George Best, altbon^ Melin- 
da Messen^r, schednled io£ 
rop IriDing, evidently had far 
less trivial things to do with 
her tune dian turn up at Lof- 


tus Road. Instead we were 
treated to the Beverley Sfetecs 
(one of whom is the widow of 
Billy of Wolves and 

Pfigland fame), v4io admitted 
that vriiat they knew about 
football could be written on 
tbe back of a postage stamp. 
No wonder they were all 
rintrJiing GOpies of the game. 

Not that this verson of 
Trivial Puistut calls for an 
ezteoave football knowledge; • 
this is no board game. Qua- 
don of Sporty not with ques- 
tions tike: was the name 

of Bobby Moore’s cat? (Ale); 
What colour are Roberto 
Baggio's eyes? (green); Whidi 
piayn dfo VInzue Jones cfaim 
be’d beat by tying his dread- 
locks to the corner flag? 
(Ruud Gullit). 

Jones, in fact, is featured 
in at leaA six of tile questions, 
which fail into ax cat^ori^ 
tbe worid of football, pfayeis 
and personalities, hfetoiy of 
the ^une, road to the Oq), off 
thepitf^ and free-kidc. He ad- 
mits that the game is a 
favourite of the Wimbledofl ' 
pfayos on awsy tripe» and that 
"Chris Feny alwa^a^al- 
tibough Joe [Kiimeai] gets fdl 
the old questions right”. 

. Strange^, the man who 
spent 12 months devising (he 
(pjestknsbasabsolutelyiiom- 
teresi in fbotb^ altfaou^ he 
did once go and watch Hali- 


fax Tbwn. Brian Highly 

claims he’s tried to "mate the 
game livefy and appealing to 
everyone, not just bardoore 
foofoall fans", and U certain- 
ly treads a nice liim between 
the weighty and the rather bap 
naL 

The PR blurb, in fact, de- 
soribes it as "the ultimate 
noh-anorak football product 
wfaidi will provide a timefy 
and eoteitafamg foil to the se- 
rious busmra of France X 
and'unhe lovers and loathers 
of the game in happy con- 
templation of tbe idio^D' - 
ciasiescflhe national 90^. 
Thankfully, tte queens are 
not so wor^ and since tb^ 
do not all focus on the Worid 
Oq>, the game won’t become 
obrolete ss soon as the final 
' whistle Uerra m the Stade de 
France on 12 inly. Conse- 
quently it cdold well enj^ a 
longevi^ m the marketplace 
of Peter ShiUon-tite propor- 
tions. 

Its nearest competitor is 
bound to be the Tiforid Orp 
verrion of Monopoly, in 
whfeh Braal aze Mayfair, 
whfie poor old Scotland have 
drawn tbe short straw and are 
the Old Kent Road, which 
was always downmarket, 
cheap and distinctly nodesir- 
able. Still, as they say in real 
football, at the end of the 
IPs only a game. ' 


*Tfk>r Oft die mardi, with 
Georpe'samgit. l^'reeBgmng 
to 

Five years ago the Arsenal 
fans were singing this song 
ovesy wedc. Led I9 tbe seem- 
ing infallible George Cn- 
bam, the Guimers. were 
cfofiiagm on two RhoiUeyfi' 
nals a^ an unprecedented 
domestic cup double. They 
damn wen did it too. 

. Arsenal ^i^ed four times 
at RhmbfeymtfteI99Z-58ea- 
son, beating ^urs in the lA 
Cup seml-Si^ and Sheffield 
Wednesday in botii the FA 
and Coca-Cola Cup finals, 
the former m a repl^. R>r a 
lad who had stared diri>e- 
lievin^ at the telly as the 
Cmuieis pulled off a mirac- 
ulous i~2 win over Man- 
cbester Uniied in tbe FA 
Copfinal of 1979, being pre- 
sent at Wnnbl^ to see tbe 
Gunneis lift tbe trpidy in *93 
was a dream fiilfiu^ 

Now comes the Wembley 
oightmare: Arsenal FbotbaU 
Qub plan to leave Hi ghh my 
and make Wembley their 
newhome. Uctfamkable? lb 
tbe fans, periaqis, but not,- ^ 
parmi^, to the dub's direc- 
focs, who aie attempting to 
bi^ the national stadium. 

AzsenaTs need for a stadi- 
um vntb a minimum capadly 
of50,000hasbeenwelldocu- 
meoted, bat untB tinswe^ tim 
m^ori^ of snppoiteas be- 


lieved that the dub would 
eveotnaSy resolve its diCfer- 
enceswitb IslingtOD Borot^ 
Counefl and find a wry to re- 
develop i^gbbuiy. 

On Thursday, Arsenal 
confirmed that a bid for 
Wnnbl^ Stadium had been 
made. It fe the worst news 
that Arsenal fans have heard 
since George Graham was 
sa^ed in Fdjiuaiy 199S. 

The dub insist that they 
wfeh to re mam at Ifighbury. 
Ihns are left wondermg why 
plans to rebuild Hi^bury 

FAN'S EYE 
VIEW 
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have been blocked, and 
wfaetherielocatix^toWsm- 
blqr fe really the best option 
open to the club. 

. H^bmy has been Arse- 
nal's home rince 1913. There 
is so nmdi histoiy about the 
place; fhe eluant East and 

WestStaiKfe,botiiEstedb(ii]d- 
the famous marble halls; 
tbe bust of the great Herbert 
Cb^nnan. This grand old sta- 
dhim is a big part of vriat 
Tnalte* Arsenal a peat didx 
FsofoaU fiuiK love tradi-^ 
tioa. Mxi^ Arsenal fa™ are 


stiB mourning die loss of the 
old North Bank terrace, im- 
presrive as the new North 
Bank Stand is. Tb leave Hi^ 
bury altogether would break 
many fans’ hearts. 

Wtembky fe the most fa- 
mous football stadium in 
Britain, but wmild it ever feel 
iite Arsenalh home, or would 
Arsenal fans feel the same 
(fisOlusionment as the Wim- 
bledon fans forced to watch 
their team^ "home" fixtures 
as tenants at Selhurst Park? 

The atmo^here at a 
Wembley cup final is some' 
thingtosavour.anditfecon- 
cdvable that Aiseoal could fill 
the stadium for Premiership 
games against the likes of 
Manchester United, liver- 
pool and Qiefeea. However, 
for a midweek game a gainct 
Southampton, Wembley 
would be half foil at best and, 
as certain England friendlies 
have proven, a half- emp ty 
^^nUey fe a soulless plaoeL 

Atse^ fana want their 
dob to conqtete with Eu- 
rope's besL leaving High* 

fa^forWmibkywai not only 
leave Islmgfoa poorer both 
oihuialb^andeconomicd^ it 
win abo fast foe loyalty nftfag 
Anenal's most derated fana 

UMcoat^, it is nor the 
prospect of a move to Whml> 
ley foat fiDs foe suf^xvteis vrifo 
dread h fe Ipring Hghbuiy, a 
place that Atsenal fam can The 
HbmeOfR»tbalL 


p pptand once as a schoolboy - but 
he is a friend of the local hero. His 
teowing smile eonfinns that I am not 
the first English journalist to ask 
about Eric C^ona but he is still 
bafqv to record his admiration. 

" I was very impressed by what he 

did lifl retiring and other mattexs]. 

It is rare to meet a player who does 
exactly what he wants to do, on and 
off the pitch. He is always thinkiiig. 
Maybe be fe cra^ but he knows what 
*be does when he says, T f*** you,’ 
or whea he takes his riiirt off [as 
when be flung his Marseilles shirt 10 
the ground when sent off in a diar- 
ity match]. Some players, they go to 
Japan or America for the money, he 
say, T stop’ - and he does. 

‘'When I was in the Rendi team 
as a young player we would alw^ 
sit together, Laurent Blanc, Brk and 
me. Laurent would say to Eric, 
There is your ^iritual son*. He did 
influence me in small ways but no 
one can be just like him." 

Rsdt, toa fe a man trf ptmc^ple. He 
causedoutrage in France vfoen,wiiite 
still going fozou^ foe turmoil (tf Niv- 
el's dead! he accused Marseilles of 
Fifting corrupt - an accusation later 
confirmed. He ^ipeais. again, to have 
fallen out of favour with AimS 
Jacquet, the French manager, thou^ 
he was reticent about discussiog their 
relationship and still hopes fora re- 
call in time for the World Cup. How- 
ever, his belief that the Hen^ team 
should "put on a show, a spectade, 
a celebratira of football and life with 
mistakes and goals; as in tbe5-3 draw 
with Norway, rather than boring 
football like chess". feunUk^ to meet 
Jacquet's approval 

He feels his best opportuiufy of 
^tdog in the French te^ fe as a left- 
aded defenave pl^r and his best po- 
atioQ fe central defence. Wrager, 
however, prefers him in midfield. 
"When he plays there be links in. well 
with foe defence, be understands their 
needs,” said. "He may appear 

simOar to Vidn but he fe more 
of an interceptor, Vieira fe a ladder. 
FroT finefe forvrards wifo long passes 
whereas >^eira runs with foe ball 
more.” Petit has yet to score in 32 
but TDfenger added: "He 
hasiinproveda lotoffenavetyandwe 
wi& gee goals from him.” - 

‘Sxfay’s maidt fe the sort of occa- 

aOD ^tit ganie tO El^fand fOT. ‘At 

Monaco,” he said, recalling the pal- 
■ tiycromfe *)icuhBd tofflOD^ 

. self Tbu had to be strong memaSy.” 
Hewentthereat 14 in foe belief that 
- he nteed to be aw^ from hfe fam- 
itytomakeitasaprofesaoDd pl^ 
er.TtwasstiangB, gomgfram the poor 
north to Monaco with all foe yadils. 
Vbuiii^it get ieoogtfoed but you were 
only a fbotballer, not a gotfifar or ten- 
nis phyer" be added with a rude and 
dfemissive gesture. "RrotbaD was re- 
garded as foe poor man's game." 

Petit is a complex figure, secular 
but wifo an interest in BucWhrgn and, 
lite Cantona, confident but intro- 
spective. Unosually for a frxitbaUer 
be asked: "What do people think of 
me?” and be said: "I am still dis- 
covermg who I am. for a person it 
fe tbe most important thing to dis- 
cover about themselves." 

hi these moments, and when he 
talks of his first months here, there 
fe a vulnerabilizy Miidx 112^ stem from 
having to grow up too fast as a 
teenager. Fewoppemeots, or referees, 
see this on foe however and this 

motning fe Uk^ to be no differenL 
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Ward teaches Barnsley the one-nil knack 


TTHERE appeared to be one 
certaiaQr in tbe fickle game of 
diance that is the PtBoueiship: 
clubs wm rise or fall but Barns- 
ley were beyoad rademptioa. 
T^wouMgobacktotheRist- 

Dhrbioa as sorebr as Paul Gas- 
coigne WMild matw headlines. 

So much forthe 
Baimley m^t still go down, 
but thqrare far firom the hap- 
less coconuts being shied at by 

everyone else. If they beat 
Southampton 'at borne lod^ 
they could evot move out (rf tbe 
relegation j^ces to the ex- 
treme embanassmcnt of the so- 
caOed ‘Ing’* clubs of Ibttenham 
Hotspur and Eveiton. It 15 a 
price the nation could bear. 
B arns l ey have become the 

country’s darlings, giant killers 
going out on a twice weekly ba- 


sis as opposed to tbe loi^gaps 
the Iv\ Cup, Tli^ were 
lulled as such when the season 
began and wins 0 ^ Liveipool 
and Manchester United 
have added cfaann and-fappe 
and to the sagaL Th^ are im- 
deifeated at OakweUanoeNo- 
vember and axb imw third 
from bpttOffl,,mo:'p(^ts away 
firom the po^ons with 
a game in h«tiH 

achieved a knadc of 
hanging on to ond^oal lead^” 
Ashley 'V^rd, a£l.Sm transfer 
from Derby this season, said. 
^’That’s been the secreL We’re 
never going to bury rwiTme , h 
was alwi^ a case of tiying to 
nick games 1-0 or 2-1.* 

'^%rd has been true to that 
strategy, securing 12 points 
with fmn- goals in 1-0 victories 


The Premierships so-called fall- guys have developed a strategy for survival, says 
Guy Hodgson^ vs/hi!e Nick Harris (below) an«iiyses the weekend match by match 


and he be&ves fiamsley have 

pfg gjinlo^fal atfa antagi> nuwr 

btbcis' in tbe intenrive scare 
ward, ^e're at tbe stage ' 
where teams feel tbe serves 
and diat coi^ work in our 
favour,* he s^ ’’Some teams 
ate opty just' lealiriog th^ 
have to batde tp survive, while 
weVebeenreach^fiirthatsce- ' 
nario since August, lb others 
it's a bit of a diode. 

"People win look at our 

gO*^ ^g^illSt 0 O|mnn aw t ttmilr 

we’ve been leaking them all 
season, but it’s a whDe since we 
got a banering. We’re a lot 
titter at the 'back now and 
there’s agesmine belief that we 


cam stay up. That’s been there 
fiorauhile.* - 

Bverom ha>^ been ma]^ 
that asamq)tion most the 
season, but their dadi for com- 
fort at the tom of the year has 
been anesM bya nm cf four 
draws and two defeats in their 
last ax n»lcfae& They have not 
beeo helped l^the snspet^oo - 
of t^^F T alt a i eW ng outlet, DUO- 
can Ferguson, who completes 


Rovers. 

Not that the visitors to 
Gootfison are exaedy brim- 
ndng with confident after 
shipping 13 goals in their last 
finir Aemierabi^ matchel 


what was tbe flintiest of de- 
fences, this has come as a 
diock as their nanagw, Roy 
Hot^son, concedes. "I donT 
think we’re defeaiding badfy 
corporately, but in divi duals 
are malring isnlatBrt mintafcftt 
be said. "Every team sufiEors 
shnnps, bat it's inqioitant we 
gpC out of it quiddy.* 

Which is somethnig diat vriQ 
have crossed tbe min ds of tbe 

Ibttenhaffl players, if they can 
qjeie die time from squabUn^ 
with the manay-p TFg pL JuTgCIl 
Klmsmarm, the rebel widi a 
danse, will play against Uver- 
’ pt»l, but not because of any- 
thing in his coaDact Widi 


Rxdinand two weeks aw^ from 
leoove ri og fixim a knee itquiy 

and Chris Armstrong still bemg 
nuised back, it is logical that the 
Cennan will be wonderirtg 
whether David Ginola is in the 
right portion from a fdtace on 
tbe fidd rather than the bench. 

Anskty has stalked Spurs all 
seaam. "I wake up every morn- 
ing and go training,* Ramon 
Vega, their centra! defender, 
said, "just thinking about rel- 
ation. It’s the biggest dung 
in my life now.” 

Uverpool, meanwhile, have 
an obsesdve need to find their 
true personality. It is hard to 
recQodle the team who are 


««haiienging for a Qiampious’ 
League place with the one 
who have lost to Aston. Villa, 
Southampton and Middles- 
brough ia xecenl weeJes. Hbw^ 
ever, Roy Evans players' give 
the nnpresaon they can beat 
Juventus one week and lose to 
Doncaster tbe next White 
Hart ijne win hope it Is one 
their bad days. 

Liverpool and Blackburn 
wili have a keen interest in 
what happens at Old Traflbrd, 
but then so wQl Chelsea who 
travel to Wa Ham widi second 

place in their sights even if 
Manchester United’s coat-tails 
are too far in‘ the distance. 
Wednesd^’s 6-2 wnn against 
Qystai Palace elevated th^ to 
fborth, Qoty three points bdiind 
second-fdaced AisenaL 


They have three routes lu 
qualify for Europe, which is 
two more than Derby and 
Leeds who arc on the fringes 
of tbe Uefa Cup plac^ and 
win have a better id(» who will 
finish higher after they meet 
at Pride Park. 

They are sixth and seventh 
respee^fy with the same 
number of pmnts and there was 
the same hair's breadth be- 
tween when they met at Ell and 
Road earlier In the season. 
Then Leeds were 3-0 down af- 
ter 20 minutes before sta^ug 
the comeback of the season to 
vnn4-3. 

Givea the wsy Leeds played 
against Bladcbum bn W.*dnes- 
d^ - awfril to awesome with 
half-time as the junction - a 
amOar result is conceivable. 
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Aston Villa v C Palace 

YoriceV leirtjngscorT Dyo-8 

Last seuotR Ne fixan 



Radfmm » 


Leading scorer 
Last seasom No fixon 


Dsvies Q 



Bolton V Sheffield Wed 


BWc« tl 


Leading scorer . 
Last season: No fbewre 


DIQnio 





Berfton midfielder Jamie Pollock is suffering from flu and not be 
available for sdectioh toda^ The news folkTws a week of alleged un- 
rest betwe e n the player and the manager Colin Todd wNdi result- 
ed m Pollock askirg for a transfer. Todd also has selection problems 
overScottSeHars(1e^.v^satouttartweekb2-l defeat at Liver- 
pool with the injury which came on frie back of a two-rrwtch baa 
Mark Rsh is ISmly to get his.first start snee rr^-January missed 
the whole of Frix\ery on international duty with South Africa and 
'4 \was kept on ihe bench fast FMekend. Bolton won on I Oeoembe: 
r Goce Sedloski is included in the Sheffield NAfednesday squad tod^ 
for the first time since his £f .75m move from Haj^ Split The Mace- 
donian interrutionaJ deferKler recent dearance te pl^ this week. 

fttterRudi (hamstring and Mark ffembrkfee (stom^) have both 

shrigged off rninor knod® but rnidfiekJer Graham' is suspended. 

Following last week5 2-0 win over Marwhester United, VSfednes^ 
rrenager Rori AtUnson believes his side need nine points from their 
nine remaining games to guararrtee Premiership safely. 

Everton V Blaickbum 

Ferguson 9 'L«MfingSBorer Sutton 19 

I itr rnnwrrr P i7 

John Spencer, the Scottidi striker signed on ban from Queen's Park 
Rangers this week, will make he Everton debut today Fellow Scat 

Duncan Ferguses wvill rniss tbe natch, serving the last garne of his 

three-match ban. white Gareth Famelly is also suspended. Deferxi- 
er Craig Short and hfvdfielder Gavin McCann are as«labte a^n af- 
ter irijury Everton have not won in their last ffto Rremtership rrBfidws 
and go into todey's game Just two points above tbe rdegatbn ren^ 
having ^ayed orw more ^me th<in the bottom three, 
pngjanij goalkeeper Tim Flowers is likely to return for Blackburn af- 
ter a shoulder strain. Flowers has missed tfiree mateto l»Jt 
n^otiated a fitness check and win replace Alan Fetts. There is a 
‘ \ doubt over England winger Jason Wilcox, who suffered a stor^ 

strain dmng the 4-0 defeat at Leeds on Wednesd^ but he sbll has 

a chance of being ft to start Blackburn could also recall Billy McKin- 
lay and have midfielder Lars Bohinen and defender Tore Reder^ 
available. French foll-back Patri* '\fetery is out with a wttf, vvhae 
forward Kevin Gallacher serves the final g 3 me of athree-match ban. 


Manchester Utd v Arsenal 

Bogfcaiif IB 



Cole 22 


Leadkig scorer 
Lst season: 1-0 




Alex Ferguson has injury problems for this rifornin^ m^ 
land mid& Nicky Butt is almost to 
<alf strain and wrth Gary Pallisterand 
list Ferguson won't name his side until the ^ 

shoLWb^after missing the mkJ«^ 

with a slight hamstrfrg injury and Bonny. Johnsen 

ManningerCthigh and kn«) fd 

! y WliSbum (foot) have both been passed fit Arsene 
V Cm main edeetbn dccision to make, between l 8 -yearKj|d Nr^ 


•. X! ■ 


.And statistics 


^ Aston VHIa manager John Gregory has problerre in attack, and will 
give a fitness test to Stan Collymore before toda/s ^me. The Eng- 
land Intemationri has been struggling with foot and gob sauries 
that have kept him out of Villas last two games a gain st Chelsea and 
Barnsley but he could be avalabte to free Palace. Savo MHosevic is 
stUI under treatrrierTt for medial knee Ij^merit damage, but he 
well return against Adetico Madrid in the Uefe Cup on Tuesday if 
not today. Dwi^Yorke is susperbed after n^chir^ five booking 
Crysted Palacds new player-coad: AtbTio Lombardo is likriy to start 
the game on the bei^ His chances of a successful debut in charge 
have been bolstered by the return of striker Ned Shippertey .io the 
squad after a long term injury Centre-back Hermartn Hreidvsson 
is susperfoed. while Simon Rodger is fikely to have recovered from 
fiu in time to pl^ Palace. seyer> points adrift of a Prtenierdilp safe- 
ty will be hoping to recover firm the 6-2 midweek defeat at Cbelsee. 
They last won at Villa Park in 1991, ar>d their only other win their 
was on their first visit in 1967. Boto those games finished l-Q. 


Barnsley v Southampton 


Sunderland inspire North-east boom 


The Noilh-east has aiw^ been one of EngQsh foottefTs stronghoUs 
ami the regiDffs.leadkig ihrte elite are anjoyino bigger Btlend^^ 
Ihls seasonlhan for man^yeais. 

Between Item Newcaste, Sundertate and tlftMlesbreugh 
are attracting almost tHfoa as many 
as they (M tix ym ago, wfien all three 
clubs were In the oU S^mnd Dnnsion. 
Their aggregate aveiBOB attendance 
tttis season Is nearly 100,000, 
compared wUi just over 52,000 Ki the 
1991-92 campaign. 

The big dBforence this season 
comirered vdth a yearago is at 
Sunderland, whose average fast 
Division gale atthek new 
Sadfom of L^ is neaih^ 

33.000, comtemd with a 
Pren ti er^ average at Rotor 
Park a year ago of less than 

21.000. Avei^ crowds at 
Nevftaste and Mfodtesbrougft 
have rem<Bned at the same level 


Barnstey tefr wfr\g-back Oarrun Barriard could be fit tex^ three d^ 
alter it was thought he have broken.his leg. Baniand. only sus- 
tained a calf injury ii i the I -0 win at Aston ViDa. and manager Dan- 
ny Wilson says his defender now has “a good chants of making 
Although mi^elder Jovo Bosarvdc returns from a two-match baa 
Wilson is without it^uned quartet John Herxjirfe (arMe), Ales Krxzan 
(krvte), Arjan de Zekiw (^in) and Peter Martetedt.(rieciO- Barns- 
ley vxxi three of their last four PrerrHership games and could 

move out of the relegation zone wth a vvin today. . ’ 
Southarnpton will be vvilhout Cafron f^imer because of a orw-match 
baa Pak^. who has been very influential for the Saints since his 
. £Im move from Leeds earSer in the^easoa picked up.thesusp^ 
sfon against his fotrrterdub two vw»sls-asa:K^'n RichWcItonislSce- 
ly to nspt^ f^lnterfautteaefr^g'StXYerKevm Davies anddskffiekfer 
Da»^ Hi^hes wQl be outibrtoe next month wito long-terin arjcle 
and rib injuries respediwdy. The S^nts have won four oFth^ last 
five Prerr^ership games, ir\dudir^ at Bland Road and Anfield. 



forthe last foree years as both teibs have regidarly fled 
their grounds. 

' WMe Sunderland and Mfddlastiroui^ are bofo fo tin 
Ftet DMsion aid Newcaste te Offy 14fo ii the 
Prenrierdrip, tfl three teams figure in the top 1 0 average 
aflendancas this season. 

Manchester Unifod (55,151) are the only club with an 
average above 50,000, while Uvenxwl (40,006) have the 
on^ other average (rate above 40,000. Apart from 
Sunderland and Mddesbrough, two (^ler Nationwide 
League cfote, Mancheste Cfy and VVblves, rose fo the 
top 20. 

Sunderland's average totes Skeiy to improve In the 
closing weete of the season as they oonfinue their 
promt^ push. Two home games have already attracted 
40,00(H)fus gates and tMs week more than 37,000 saw 
the 1-1 (haw against Birmingham. 

However, business is not booriAig eveiywhere in the 
North-east The area's two other League ch^ Daifngtoh 
and Hartlepool, have played 18 and 19 home matches 
re^jectneVtffl season and Ihefr aggregate attendances 
are juk 4^5 and 41 ,544. 


Average gates of the Nortb-easTs big three 


21,148 


52,247 


18.390 14,709 

33.678 16,934 

17,482 29.283 M 

1997-98* 36.6ra ^^782 29^^^^ 99,4_^.^ 

Engl and's 20 best supported dubs 

Manebestar United K.151 " ^ ^ 2^^ 



Allan Johnston' ceiebtales a Sunderland goal a^nst Huddersfldd. The 
Weaiside club are also celebraBng an improvement of more then SO 
per cant in their gates this season 



32,782 Dysfal Palace ' 22,500 

SaUctBtteSNR 



Newcastle v Coventry 

Bama7 Ladhvseorer DubBn 19 

:4« 


Steve Wtetson is Nemcasttels only injury vrarry for today Greek 
international defender Nitos Dabizas is in line to at least be on 
the bench, while Alessandro Pistone could be given a recall after 
missing the last two matches through susperwoa Having beaten 
Barnsley 3-1 in last weekend^ FA C 14 ) quarter-final Newcasile 
are In itee to meet today's opponents in the serni-ftnal if Coventiy 
overcome Sheffield Un'ited in their replay. Tbe Magpies have won 
only one of their last five PremiersNp games, and start the da>- 
six points clear of the relegation zone with a pme in hand. 
Gjverrtry defender Raul Williams stands by for his first senior 
football since a hernia operation two months ^ and is eiqaected 
to be on the substitutes' bench. Marcus Hail is likely to recover 
from a calf straia while veteran goalkeeper Steve Ogrizovic plays 
his 496th Lea^e game for the clii) as City try to extend their 
run to 10 matches unbeaten. John Salako is out with an Injcaed 
back, white fong-term absentees Liam Daish and Gary McAllister 
have both had knee surgery this week. 

Tottenham v Liverpool 


Sneha 


Owen 19 


Lcttding scorer 
Last season: 0-2 

New signing Moussa Safe has joined Tottenham’s infemous nijury 
list akeady and wiO not play tod^ Mviager Oiristian Gross intended 
to give the £23m Algaian midfielder his first Spurs start after two 
brief siisstitute appearances but he injured his back in a midweek 
reserves match. Chris Armstrong returns to partner Jurgen lOins- 
rrenn in attack. Goalkeeper Ian WUker and defender John Scales, 
who have both been out longterm, are nearly ft but will not play 
today. Les Ferdinand is still more than a week aw^ from full re- 
covery after a knee ligament ir^ury 

Phil Babb stands by to make hts Liverpool comeback at White Hart 
Lane after missing five games with a knee injury. The Republic of 
.Ireland defender has been badly missed in the Anfield side's defence, 
and tbec.dub have won^oiiy one g^ne, last week's 2-1 win over 
Bottonj in his absence. Gerrrian striker Karfreinz Riedle will not play 
due to a thigh injury, while Mark Kennedy - bade from a loan spell 
at QPR - has not recovered from a finger operation earlier in the 
weed;. 


West Ham v Chelsea 


Hunan 20 


LHirengsnaw 
Last Maaow 3-2 


17 



NAtest Ham c^>ten Stere Lornas vvili miss today's derby vvith Chelsea 
with athigh problem. The ^4o^them Irdand midfielder jcxns defender 
David Un»mrth, striker ^ul Kitsoa right-back Tvn Breacker and 
goalkeeper Ludek Miklosko on the Hammers' casualty lisL Midfielder 
John Moncur and strker j^n hlartson are suspended, so Ian Bish- 
op is favoured to come into the midfield. \A^ Ham have drawn 
their last five games. They fwe one of the best home records in 
the Premier^ip, having lost just once this season in the League. 
Chelsea^ pl^er-man^ger Gtenluca V%IR is likely to rest himself for 
the trip across London.The Halian scored twice in Wednesday's 
6-2 win over Crystal Palace, a feat matched by Tore Andre Flo when 
he came off the bench, and the Norwegian is likely to be reward- 
ed with a start at Upton f^rk. Roberto Di Mattea rested on \Afednes- 
day replaces the suspended Dennis Wise, while Michael Duberry 
is ready to return, poWibly in place of Steve Clarke. Danny Granvtile 
continues to deputise for Graeme Le Saux and Dmitri Kharin will 
pl^ingoaL 


Wimbledon v Leicester 



Eudia 


Leadbtg! 

Last season; t-3 


Mwshal 8 



FAIR PlAY LEAGUE 



UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 



LEADING SCORERS 



Mmi 

1 GPol ... 

Ohm 

-n 

M 

7 

IHwr 

65 

Pa 

XO 

Am 

635 

1 ewton 

Plead 

39 ' ' 

M 

5 

Wtoa 1 

57 

82 

2 B 8 


Lg 

cc 

FA 

Eur 

Tbt 
22 . 
30 

2 GWMrd 

;...is 

1 « 

'4 

g 

67 

B 3 

87 

73 

500 

521 

' 2 Caenliy^. 
3 Chaisn _ 

— ._ 3 B 
39 

5 

3 

63 

» 

?8 

279 

255 

2 

Hamon (WM Ham) — 12 

2 

6 

0 




4 leods— 

.,__ 2 g 

3 

69 

n 

255 



2 

1 

0 

■e 

5 JWMar 

-B 

2 

55 

50 

400 

6 Baton 

SB 

4 

51 

n 

£54 


Dubfa (PMentr)!} 14 

4 

1 

0 

« 

$ paeray 

17 

4 

«a 

56 

48 

78 

71 

53 

459 

6 AraeiMi 

7 CP 1 IK 6 ...- 


£ 

57 

57 

67 

231 


Owen (UverpcxiQ .~._14 

0 

4 


« 


12 * 

•2 

442 

a Dub/.— 


1 

60 

65 

£34 

6 

Bugtonip (AnaneO -.-12 

3 

2 


' n 

9 U Fterwde — .... 

10 PJenM.— ... 



« 

1 

2- 

55 

50 

60 

00 

400 

375 

9 STirtWW- 

10 BtaGfctora. 

.39 

.—.28 

8 

3 . 

3 

3 

2 

46 

44 

45 
45 
43 

63 

59 

61 

2 H 7 

231 

2.10 

7 

nalnrtiiir ITTfir*^ — ) TT 

Viai fcrweaa) s 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

6 

17 

17 


te 

2 

46 

56 

3 i 3 S 









■a AWUe .... 

« 

- 1 * 

2 

'40 

43 

59 

48 

369 

343 

13 Naunaeto 27 

B 8 

1 M 


(ntorSlwSkUMf 






H 

2 

38 

48 

343 






157 
- 155 


Wfcnenepe paty) .-..n 

0 

4 

0 

15 




41 

St 

340 




40 

45 


HMttMnk (iMd^ 

4 

2 

0 

n 


16 

1 

48 

54 

338 



1 

1 

1 






17 OGataohn'... 
19 Mfiadenharnl.. 

—15 
. .15 

2 

0 

3 B 

46 ' 

46 

46 

320 

307 

IS IWuihm.. 

M. 

— aa • 

39 

38 

44 

41 

152 

146 


UtaBaaa (Lead 4 ......M.to 

1 

2 

0 

■8 

... 18 

9 

37 

47 

294 




35 

40 

133 



0 

2 

2 

13 

lfturi»tripiHMe(ioenf»r<WaBdK»<ft 1 teMK W 

^aaidfetotoVUmeroU . 


_ 

Fcwler dJueipocQ , -9 

0 

3 

1 

IS 


Wimbierton’s captain Vinnie Jones is doubtful for today after ptek- 
ing up a leg ir^ury in the 1-0 defeat agamst Arsenal in midweek:. Erig- 
bndUnder-21 defender Ben Thatcher pulled a hamstrir>g in the same 
^me and, like Jones, win have a late fitness test Midfielder Csn Hi^ 
es, has hamstring trouble for some bme, and vice-captain 
Robbie Earte coiM both return after long absences throu^ injury. 
The Dons may with three strilsers, vrith Jason Euefl, Carl Leabum 

arid Marcus G^ite the rnost likriy cornbiTBDon to start up front Winv 
bledon are just four poirrts above the I dcggli on zone but have games 
in hand on all toe sides belcw them 

Leicester manager Marlin O'Neill has recalled on-loan Steve Clar- 
idge from Portsmouth and Julian V^ots from Huddersfield to 
his selection pr^lems. The Foxes are without Matt Bliott and Muzzy 
Izzeb both starting su^nsions, while Ian Marshall's planned come- 
back may be delayed. O'Neill is also waitir^ on the fitness of Tony 
Cottee, Garry ^rker, fencer Prior and Rsntus Kamark. Leicester 
have won only once avw^ against Wimbledoa last March, 3 - 1 . 


TOMORROW 

Derby County v Leeds 

Wtoehope S 


Laadine ■carer 
tusCseasoiB^-S 


HaweMnink S 


fim Smito is most Ifloely to name an unchanged side for tomorrow'^ 
home game agteist Leeds. Derby gave one of their best perfor- 
mances of toe season wh^ they beat ShdfieW \Afcdnesday 3-0 two 

weeks to stay on course for a top-six finish and will hope to 
maintain that form today Striker Dean Stunidge. who missed that 
game following a car crash, starts a two-match ban so Jamaican in- 
temational D»n Burton wilt partner Ftejb Wbnchooe in 
attadc Both sides vvfll be espedaiy keen for a win tod^ to main, 
tain their Eiropean hopes and take a three-point advantage ouh- 
the other side. 

Leeds' George Graham is IBcely to name an unchanasd side fop th» 

first time since the end of November for toe game Notski» 

cessive vvins over West Ham and Barnsley on November^ j 
29 has Graham had the luxury of beir^g able to keep faith 

settled leara However, vvltostrier Rod ViaiacearrimKir^^ ® 

Ribeiro^ completir?g two^natch bans, Graham seems 
to pick toe same side wWch beat Bladcbirn 4-0 on WfedneSy^" 
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Fifth Test: Thorpe joins Middlesex batsman as England centurion as defiant sixth-wicket partnership keeps toiling West Indies at bay 

Ramprakash’s 


joy at first 
Test century 


Cricket 


By Derek Pringle 

m Bridgetown 

England 376-6 
V West Incfies 

IT IS NOT often that a major 
innings serves both Ei^land’s 
kii^ and shoit-tenn hopes, but 
Mark Ramprakasfa's maiden 
Ibst ceofuiy here yesterday 
would have come closer than 

most to achieving it. ^hiking to 
the crease when his team were 
S3 for 4, Ramprakasb, aided by 
Graham Thorpe’s hundred at 
the other end, saw England into 
competitive territoiy, breaking 
the highest-ever sixth wicket 
partnership for England against 
the West Indies set on this 
ground in 1974. 

For onlookers, this was Ibst 
cricket from the golden eras 
when batsmen re^ed siqueme 
on featherbed pitches and scores 
over 400 were the onfy curren- 
cy worth dealing ul In the 
process Englaixfs chances of lev- 
elling the series were trans- 
formed from hopeless to 
hopeful 


For Ramprakash, though, 
it was Joy unconfined, the per- 
sonal epiphany coining at 
11.40am, when after slow 
progress, he struck Nixon 
McLean for a ^rious four 
through extra cover off the 
back fooL Hie scorers indicat- 
ed it had takenhimamindsap- 
379 minutes. In (luth it h^ 
Taiffifi him 38 inning s aod in- 
numerable sleepless nights to fi- 
nally turn his bc^bood dreams 
with reali^. 

The blooding of Ram- 
prakash has been a long and tor- 
tuous jouro^, and many less 
passionate men would have 
long thrown in the toweL In- 
terestingly. anthropologists 
might observe that it is a route 
that appears to be favoured ex- 
dusivety 1^ Middlesex captains, 
and Ramprakash’s predeces- 
sor, Mike Gatting, who ended 
with a decent enough Test 
record, took 58 innings to reach 
the same milestone. 

Mind you, Gatting’s fellow 
selector Graham Gooch on^ 
became a truty world-dass play- 
er after his 36± birthtkQr, an age 
Ramprakash at 28, predates 
by some eight years, and many 
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will be hoping that his knock 
here wQI now open the flood- 
gates. 

In many ways, Ramprakash 
was pediaps fortonate John 

Crawtey had played inlnnidad. 
But althon^ the pitch in 
Georgetown, where he scored 
a brilliant 63, was poor, the ones 
m Port of Sp^ were confidence 
sapping greentops that have 
caused bad habits to creep in to 
the games of both Mike Ather- 
ton and Nasser Hussain. 

ffawever, what is most sur- 
prising about the last three in- 
nings the Middlesex captain 
has played, is the presence he 
appears to oonmiand at the 
crease. It is a bearing that onb^ 
the really great batsooeo tend to 
have and one that totally beUes 
his modest record, almost as if, 
like Rip van Wi^e, he had 
been away for some time onty 
to return foDy matured. 

But while some daim to be 
able to put their finger on die 
reasons for the transfozmation 
others close to him still reckon 
it is the same old, hi^ily strung 
Ran^is, the intenaty better fo- 
cused not 1^ any new-found 
maturity, but by the constant 
Iddts in the teeth experienceh 
at Ibst level 

Whatever the reasons, Ram- 
prakasb was determined to en- 
joy his long-awaited success He 
has spent a long tune peering 
down the dark, narrow lanes. 
Now was the time for tiie heli- 
copter view and raising his 
aims aloft to the cacophony, be 
drank in the tumultuous ap- 
plause, pausing only to shate 
hands with Brian Lara, the op- 
poang captain, and to accept a 
hug fr^ Thorpe. 

Floor Thmpe. It is the second 
time in a year that his own cen- 
tury has been swallowed up 
events at the other end, the pre- 
vious occasion being when he 
partnered Hussain dnrir^ the 




Wah: over, wei^it lifted: Marie Ramprakash celebrates his matden Test century at Bridgeitown yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


latter’s brilliant donble centu- 
ry agaiust Australia at Edgbas- 
ton last June. 

A player of few j&iDs, Thor- 
pe dearfy has a growing repu- 
tation for shq>henfing 
tempestuous team-mates past 
sigoiScantmilestoaes. &it if the 
role implies something of the 
second fiddle about it, the left- 
hander was anything but as 
Bamprakadi, hitting just tiiree 
boundaries in the morning ses- 


aon, took time w^bii^ up the 
best router to the peak. His 
journey, dtbou^ painstaking, 
was not without its nervous 
moments, as one wild slash 
over guBy off McLean testified. 

After Innch, and with both 
centuries in the bag, both m- 
creased tfadr run-sooting rate as 
the bowleis, particular^ the 
qukker ones, became tired and 
disccnsolate. 

Unable to resort to the 


roughhouse tactics of their 
youth, Curtiy Ambrose and 
Courtn^ ^ihlsh had to resort 
to line and length instead. But 
wfafle diey are still fine bovri^s, 
the lade of constant menace pre- 
vionsly afforded them by youth, 
and more recent^ l^tbe ^pity 
pitches, made them little more 
than honest trundle 

With a Long hot day in the 
field slo«^ unreeling in front of 
them, it was left to Carl Ho(^ 


er to wheel away form one end 
and wait for the mistakes. 
Bkxper is an underrated boRder 
and his dow drip tactics almost 
paid immediate dividends when 
Ramprakash sided a big hit 
just out Roland Holder’s reach 
at mid-widreL 

But if the disappoiabnent of 
a near chance was proving dif- 
ficuU for tire Whst Indies to swal- 
low, Thorpe made it easier vrtien 
he e(i^ die off-sf^er to slip. 


Having batted so wdl, especial- 
ly after suffering bade spasms the 
previous ch^, it was the kind of 
QOthing dismissal Thorpe seems 
to ^)ecialise in against spin. 

For someone who can look as 
solid as Gibraltar against the 
quick bowlers, Hiorpe. has a 
habit of getting out to untfareat- 
ening deliveries from the slow 
men and bis angled bat guided 
the ball into Lara’s bands. 

Htoiiy Blofeid, page 19 



11 PAGES OF SPORT 
BEGIN 
ON PAGE 14 


Ferguson expecting his big 
names to rise to big game 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


1 Football 


1 Race for Che Premiership | 

Bf Giijr-Hodgson | 

P WDL F A WDL F A PIsGD 


No. 3558. Stourday 14 March 



ftySpuriiis ACROSS DOWN . 
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2 Old craft for centuries as- 
sexiated with source of 
wisdom (7) 

3 BftofiroonxjQgeiy'visfole 
tbrou^ dupped varnish? 

4 ^lakailator th^ use fbr 
working out q>ans (7) 

5 Blade horse overtaking 
taa(7) 

6 Retreat that’s by no means 
satis^toiy (4) . 

7 ^fent io»e camouflaged 
tree- d en (7) 

8 Dishonest in raano eaer- 
ctses uimaiaiai? (5,8) 

9 Fimny in «miie duo’s 
imp ossibte to contact (13) 

15 Ora eo^tioysd in the 


Friday's solution 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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u LJ 13 

U 13 LI U hi D 
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22 Reference boOk omitting 
a line in the ^)eedi (7) 

24 Penetrated W Odysseus’ 
first atiei^? it was (4) 

25 National Westminster 
security guards (5) 

26 Record B held t^iriam- 
dothes jnliceman (4) 

29 Little change fix Lisbon 


business fib 
VAT return 


short final 23 


muefafS) 

20 Lateiki?(7) 

21 Heaven^ appwtion turn- 
ing wanes on? (3,^ 

22 Decline to acoqit Norwe- 
gian, si^, is canse of m- 
feeli^(7) 


one artide ffwvt in 
lectfGeimaiiy0 


30 Attack (m music piracy? 27 Am^ corps has to cover 


hotqiots(4) 
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CuiiijilVBiir.Toiiiloen I Tni nratr iiir rtf lininniilirr mil noilfnili 
nSrinjiMroinipaitEadaLiBiiodc^«bHKrsCM«rGba;VlhiBidwi>c 
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BbCacntofM. 
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Bad: sacs avdlNe (nw tCMOM fiktopqiea. DlVSS SKIitTQ, 

S taui l n 

RepnRd M wnpon ^ to IW OS« 


FIVE weeks ago Alex Ferguson 
was aslred whether he would 
prefer a draw when Arsenal met 
at Highbury the fol- 
lowing day. “No, Fd like an Ar- 
senal wm,’’ he rallied, leaving 
no doubts as to where he an- 
ticipated the greater challenge 
tocomefirra. 

The Manchester United 
manager was granted his wish 
but, as the landscape at the top 

of fag P rftimimrfiip haa 

so has the threat and he m^it 
regret it now. Arsenal beat 
Qielsea'on 8 Eebniaiy and 
laondied a charge whid has 
taken them to within nine 
points of the champions with 
three games in hand. 

A win at Old Tkaftbrd today 
and faecme-hoise title race that 
bookies had lost interest in 
will suddenly contain a stable 
afcGQteadas.Buif Umiiedwm ' 
every one else wiQ look to sec- 
ond place as the limit of tiieir 
ambition and turf accountant’s 
books shot all over* BritaiiL 
TbdiQ^s match is thu inqxntant 

Ferguson, who is known to 
like a b^ concurs wMi that 
assessment and wQl be hopii^ his 
team revert to ouiediaiacaEr trait 
rather than inAilge their indi- 
oation to, in his own words, 
‘inalMtiwi gBteiid ftir ourselves. 

think w^re rec()gmsed as 
big ganie playeis aod 1 confi- 
dently e^ject roy team to be iqj 
for this one," be said yesterday. 
‘Th^ always are on these oc- 
casions. This is a bi^ ^game, 

and ifwe win it I tfaiak it just 

about diiidi the title for us. 


Man Utd ..30 112 1 35 6 7 4 5 2316 60-1-36 
Araenal....27 10 2 2 29 9 4 7 2 1717 51 -i-20 




Remaining fixtures 


MHMltotoyAfntoOO 

aMu-VMmbMm (H) 
*AprBtoeum(A) 

MAN WAprUnpoelCH} 
UNITED WAprltoMMle^ 

27«prCBto»(A) 

2Mtrltods(H) 


tb^liwlW(B} 

2SMar9wffWto(h4) 

31 PtarBahon^ - 

4Aprtto>p«l(A) AnepMAi 

flprrininTTlr CM) AHSENAL 

DApraUdtenCA) afAprOstyCH) 
MAprWo«iedan(hq SM^bmanCHO 
aSApr D» l uky (A) MH^AVto(A) 


'Ws’vB only seven matches to go 
afisrttnsooeandgamesarBnm- 
mogoutforourii9ails.Ofomiise, 
if Arsenal get a result itTL mean 
we’re in fbr a riny hanger.” 

“In feimess to is, we’ve per- 
formed in aO tire big games this 
season. 91^ won at IlveipooL 
Chdsea and Newcastle and beat 
Bladcbum at Old TiafSnd and 
even tboi^ we lost at Hj^dnuy 
in Nevemberwe were denied a 

hlatanf penally that riay* 

The matdi at ifighbuiy has 
little bearing on today’s match 
in the same way that the im- 
ances of play had scant 
zeleveDoelo the changing scene- 
line in November. United b^au 
magnifioentiy, Teddy Shering- 


ham directing the traffic; and yet 
went2p0 dowiL in the end Ar- 
senal throi^^ deserved their 
3-2 win, as Ferguson admctwl- 
edged, but both teams might 
have prevailed. 

The main lesson . learned 
could be tlim Arsenal can afford 


periods and still 'j^p^per, as they 
did against Wimbled at Sel- 
hurstPaikon Wedi}esday.“Tbe 
way we {dtQred there is exactfy 
what well need atOknraaard,** 
their manager, AisSne Wenger, 
aid, “amirtiirftnf high slrillflnH 

typical Arsenal character.” 
Wenger has also tiiat a 

draw might prove to be a gocxl 
result so the Gunners are un- 


l^lian first language at Palace 

pe ncfw pUyer-coadi at Crystal Palace yesterday gave his 

llret press conferenoe^entiii^jiiltaliaiLHoweTei; reports 
that the Praniership stmgifers are now a onrseiy did) for 
Jnventiu were said to be greats enggecafed. 

AitSIio lombardo has taka over t«v»m aflhirs, wldi the 
stepping aside to become director 

or ftotbau devttopnieriL Lcmbaiiito wffl be assisted by his 

Dalian speak^ team-mate, the former Swedish, interna- 


tional Tomas BroUn, 


fufcn rewAftfcMV pogv 20 



likely to be going out mth all 
barrels blazing, and any pref- 
erence for the counter-attadc 
will be aided by the absence of 
Nicliy Butt, who tends to tiefy 
things up in midfield. 

The most influential absence, 
greater even than lan-^frighfs, 
could prove to be Ryan G^gs. 
Wthout the ^felsh win^r 
ponents have been able to dian- 
nel United towards the middle 
where big centre-backs have 
pickled off long balls to Teddy 
Siein^faam and Andy Cole. 

David Beckham mj^t be die 
best Grosser ZD tile Premiership 
but he rarely gets outside his 
full-badr on the right flanir and 
with no real threat on the flanks |j| 
there has been a predict^ility 
aboDt their in recent times. 

In their last eight games they 
have scored oofy seven Hm«»a 
and gained only 1 1 points. 

Arsenal have been pre- . 
ch'ctable, too, but only in the 
number of games they have 
been w inning recently. 

"We have found our consis- 
tency again now and the ^lirit 

and cpialily in the ade is as strong 
as ever,” \ifenger said. ‘’IKfe have 
had very mai^ probleiiB with in- 
juries aod suipensioiis but we 
have shown we can overcome - 
them. Eforme, even quality is not ^ 
cnou^ unless you have spiriL^ 
And, above all, consistaicy is tbi# 
mam thing at the top level i. 

“There is a bit more pressu? 
on United, but not enough y^ 

Two or three weeks ago thelp^r 
tlewasjustadreamforuft- 
pei^le lathed when I sa- 
could do ft.” 

No one will be laq t. 
tb^winatOldlraffor- 
Le^ of an Feiguson.; 
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his big I 
game 


Plans to simplify 
pensions by using 
khiemarks could be 
brought down by 
Brussels. By 
Mark Colgate 


The Govenuneot's drive to 
gjve low-cost private peiiaoas 
to more than 8 millioD woitbns 
who only have state pensions is 
jeopanfy because of Euto- 
^>e^ laws. 

A key reform, under whidi 
the Govenunent has jdanned to 
slarii the cost of regulation by 
putting "(dtemarks” on dieap 
pensions, would put an entire 
swathe of pension provideis 
outside the law. 

Life insureis, vriiidi provide 
nearly a third of an private pen- 
sions to date, this week warned 
they could not sen **stakebolder 
p e n s i o n s" a cent^iJank of tfae 
ipovemmenfs wel&re reforms, 
they were iBtemaiked. 

The Eoropeah Union's 
"Third life directive’’ makes it 
Megal for insurance cornpanies 
to dffer products that are pie- 
approved by the Govemmoit, 
or kiteinaiked, because it would 
supposed^ km off ooxnpetitK^ - 
According to the insurers, 
the law could also block the 
Goveninent from cutting the 
cost of regulating Individual 
Savings Accounts by tiring a 
kitemark. 

This means a widebr touted 
method of redncmg the cost of 
long-term savings products, 
ba^ed by the Association of 
jtish InriireFS and invest- 
,ent houses such as M&G, is 
'in effect no longer an op^ for 
the Government. 

As the Government looks to - 
expand the availability of in- 
vestment products to the less 
well paid, one of its p^aiy 
concerns has been to keep 
costs to an absolute minimum. 


IGtemaxldiig would be one 
means of don^ so becartse it cot 
out iaige costs to the consnm^ 
The idea was that ^ Goverb- 
ment wotdd authorise certain 
products as ^iprovedforsde to 
anyone. TUs would eluninate 
much of the cost of sales regu- 
lation as well as reducing the 
cost of fmandal advice. 

In its sidmusami to the G<w- 
ernment on pensions reform. 
Standard Life says the overall 
costsofcreatingsdlingaiidad- 
viringon ajieosionworked out . 
at 18 per cent of all the money 
put ia Of this, 8.5 per cent con- 
sisted of the cost of advice, be 
it thior^i a finanoal advisee or- 
direct sales foroe. 

IronicaUy, the lelevriat ele- 
ments in Eunqie's Third Life 
directive, wfaidb make it illegal 
for inairance products to be 


krterrerked, were intixxiuced by 
the Briririi in an attox^ to 
open the Gennan maifcet to 
external, conzpetitron. . 

But not ril tollers of pen- 
rions and investment products 
^ be affected. Unit trusts are 
not subject to the European life 
direedves and so could riot in 
to any kitemarking or pre- 
iqppio^ reghxie for eitber ISAs 
orpensibns. 

Virgin Direct, which hu 
been a keen advocate of 
kitemarldag for stakeholder 
pensknis, has its. own pension 
set up through unit trusts, not 
through a life, company. 

Maitin Campbell, product 
development manager at Vizgin 
Direct, says: “Ws understand 
ithere-worild be a number of 
^Uems ^th the Third life 
directire and we hope there is 


a way round thfe We would 
certainly not want only a small 
segment of the maiicet to be 
eligible for kitemaxiang." 

'^zgin says it wants a 
Utem^ to be awarded to 
dear, tran^arent and flexible 
products to help attract the 6 
roOScui peofde currently do 
not save. 

Mr Campbell sai± 
would like to have Idtemaikzng 
extended to all financial prod- 
ucts. This would not tell the cus- 
tomeia the product is the best 
for fiiem but it would tnean tbo' 
would avoid alt sorts of hidden 
nasdes.” 

The unit trust industry’s 
own trade body has cotne down 
against the need for Idtema^ 
?hiUp Warland. rhrector of 
Autif, said, “The first problem 
with krtemarkisg is moral 


hazard. People could see It as 
a recommendation to purchase 
and if that happens and the 
prochictdoes not work in some 
sense, the Government will 
eventual^ foot the bOL 

“Second^, if some products 
are Idtemaited what does this 
say about products which are 
not, even if some of them 
would be more suitable for 
some individuais than the 
Idtemarked version? Finally 
there is a difference between 
cost and value, not ah Icrw-cost 
products offer good value. 

"1 iznagme the Covemment 
. is seeking a product that is a^ 
cessible, saii^ flexible and has 
dear charging structures and 
above all is one that is recog- 
nised and authorised by a reg- 
ulator. This is exactly what a 
unit trust is." 


However, the unit trust 
indusby faces its own problem 
down line with pensioas. 
There is a move among in- 
vestment groups to convert 
unit trusts into a more recent 
investment vehicle, the open- 
ended investment company 
or Oeic. As yet there is no leg- 
islation in place to allow Oe- 
ics to be used as pensioas 
vehicles. 

The insurance industiy is 
fighting back by trying to find 
a fbrmnla which is as dose as 
possMe to Idtemaiknig without 
having to resort to pre-ap- 
pioval of life prodnets. 

So far, the Third Life 
directive has not bad a big im- 
pact because no one on the 
Continent has complained 
about pre-approval in the UK. 

I^ul Grace, who heads the 


Association of British Insurers’ 
tax committee, said: “The UK 
Government said three years 
a^ h was Jookmg to remove 
pre-certification on qualifying 
poBdes issued by life assurance 
companies. While it is still a re- 
quirement of UK law it is out- 
lawed by European law. If diere 
were any objections on the 
Continent, the UKgovenuneot 
would have to move swiAfy.” 
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Superwoman 
and Virgin 

Moob HorBd^ the Ciiy fund 
manager known as super- 
woman because of her fwe dd- 
dren and sflran-ftgire earning 
has been bet £6,000 that she 
cannot beat a fund with no 
man a ger . Virgin Direct chal- 
lenged her to bear the FT-SE 
Acoiarfes Aif-Share Index, 
wMch is tiadeed by VIrginh 
fund and charges half as much 
as the powih fund she runs for 
SocGen. her new employer. 

Rush for 
tax freedom 

As Gordon Brown, the 
Chanc^lor. puts the fii>- 
ishing touches to Tues- 
day^ Budget, investors are 
rushing to sMze their tax- 
free allowances for the 
1997/98 tax year. Our writ- 
ers explore how the rich 
are getting away from the 
taxman — and bow the 
average investor can try 
to do the same. 

Pages ^10 

Bargain 
home loans 

The Mortgage Operarion, 
Cewentry BuSefing Socieiy and 
Bradford & ffir^ey have ali 
hunched bargain mon;piges 
this we ek , whh some rases 
fixed for five years ac 6J2 per. 
Some are even lower. But 
surely there must be a CMCchf 
PageS 

Ultra-cheap 

pension 

Eagle Star has slashed 
pension charges bo a new 
low for customers who 
save substantial sunu 
before the financial year 
ends on 5 April. Cus- 
tomers who arrange by 
telephone to save a lump 
sum of more than £20,000 
wM be ch arged just CU per 
cent-ayear. 




Decisions, decisions for Midshires carpetbaggers 


City analysts are predicting a bidding 
war for Birmingham Midshires wfairii 
could see its 1 million members of- 
fered windfells approadiing £1,000 
each - more than 50 p>er cent in ex- 
cess of what they cspect^ 

Membeis of Birmingham Mid- 
shires Buflding Sodely are alreacly 
facing the proq>ect of a £150 boost 

in ihcir cash windfell after ffelifex put 

in a bid for the society this week. 

More 1 million membeis 
were expecting an average windfeU 

of about £600 through Royal Bank of 

Scotland's pn^x>sed takeover deal of 
up to £630m for NCdshires. The ex- 
clusive deal was set iq) in August, 
seven months ago. . 

Bui after Halifex baiged in unex- 
pertcdfywith a iiiohsmEfeioft/bCtal, 
sodeiy membeis could now be elig- 
ible for that Siile bit of extra help, ^ 
an average windfall of about £750. 
While the board of Binningham 

MidriiirK is sujqiosed to be bou^ to 

its RBS agreoment, the Chy bdxewa 
it cannot igaore the Halifex offer. H 
he board laiks to Halifex, other bid- 

hsateexpcctedtowe^in- 

|johnUcma«J,atopbanldngaM-: 

-1 ^Sakawn Smith Barney, sag® “It 
h fe.. open aeieon for Binningfaam 

Llexp^UoydsB^and 
I to be among the bkJders.” 

,i8t do« this battle for the 
aean for'mcmbeis? Carpet- 
Midriiires - perhaps rmire 



The bidding war for Birmingham Midshires must 
be good news for members, writes Sophie Tullis 


than a quarter of all members -r will 
be laughing all the way to the newly 
coovetfed bank. More than 300,000 
of them rushed to open new accounts 
during 1996 to 1997, on q>eculation 
that the society would bonverL . 

tfelifex daim its deal is better, be- 
cause ftsDOier members will be able 

to have access to its products and ser- 
vices as well as getting more moi^. 

According to RBS, its deal is hot 
juA about money; h gnarantees to run 
lu fiifeMr eg as an independent <^i> 
atibn for three years after the 
takeover, protecting all the. jobs amd 
branches in the UK. 

A group of rebel memibers, caOed 
our Building Societies, are 
Pflpi paignrng topiCTemtheMidriiiieS.' 


from becoming a bank, chink the 

fatfpOM PB- tiwdft cn uMhrip j ^ramjMiign. 

PatHpaign en-nr riinatftr SFtfi mern- 
ber Bob Goodall says: “We wouldn^ 
say the deals were better extherway. 
■ We will reflect the view of the mem- 
berswbo are contactiDg us. Somewfll 
. ^ for (he money, but we just want 
to ke^ the sodety going. 

“Whether Ryal Bank of Scotland 
or Halifax takes it ova, mortgages win 
become more e9q>ecirive and savings 
less attractive.” 

The rampalgn now has enough, 
supporters - 122 members - to fom 
a special meeting to discuss both bUb 
and potentially block either of them. 

Some doubt remains over^riietfaer 
Midriures' mortgage rates vriD go up 


AwiTip wlndf^rpayooU for 

Which converted to tanks last year 


EomreileR 

' anragepayoatto 
'iptaHving laenbers 

emyatrion Mb 
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if it is token over. Unlike other mut- 
uals, it has never tried to conq>ete on 
price. 

Krzningbam Midshires has a stan- 
dard variable rate for mortgages of 
8.7 per cent, which is the same as 
Halffax's rate. 

Bank of ScoUancTs standard 
variable rate for mortgages is also 8.7 
percent, but seven out of IDofilsbor- 
iowets cake out its flexible mortgage, 
which is more c o mp etiti ve, at 7.95 per 
cent 

'Members who like the smeO of 
money and want to get as big a wind- 
fall as possible will probabfy want to 
be able to vote for the Halifax deal 

Those who want to make sure 
their local Bonungbam Midsbires 
branch is stfll down the roadwiUprob- 
ably prefer to vote for the Royal Bank 
of Srailand deal 

The Bomin^iam hGdshires' board 
of directors, which has a dufy to look 
after the long-term interests of its 
membeis, hasyet to give a dear steer 
on which deal it wni recommend. 

MIdshlres chief executive Mike 
Jackson says: “There are a myriad of 
things to conrider [on behalf of 
members]. The RBS offer is a great 
deal in the round; on service, price, 
iookzng after ourpecqsle wbo'are re- 
sponsible for chat service, and mak- 
ing sure there are branches in the 
communities. 

“There are dmusantfeof ifecisipas 


and tbou^t processes to go throi^ 
We wfl] not rushed into ™aving a 
dedrion on the boot" 

He adds: “Until we have evaluated 
Halifa:^s proposal, it is not possible 
to say what deal is Uke."- 
Jaefcson, «h05e borne phone num- 
ber is avaflable to all at the sodefy, 
plays down any potential rebellion 
from memb e rs. He says he has had 
eight calls in seven days from mem- 
bers, six of Much were about the deal 
One wanted (o stay mutual, one 
wanted a higher price and the others 
wanted clarification, although th^ 
were happy about the sodefy con- 
verting. 

Jadcson and other dhecuns be 

answering calls, but their service does 
not extend to a written re^xmse, ac- 
cording to Sobs, whidi damis that 
many mernhers who have written to di- 
rectois have still to receive replies. ‘ 
The Midriures board is m a tridqr 
position. It has an obligation to the 
membera to cooaderlbe Halifex deaL 
But h is understood that Midshires 
is alreacfy obli^d to put the RBS deal 
to members, although it does not have 
to recommend it 

TheBimiinghamNfidshirestfirec- 
tois win have to make tiidr views dear 
in the tianrierdocomenln4udi.isdi]e 
to go out next month. The vote on the 
Rj& offer is schemed for June. But 
whatever the £rectois reccxnmend, it 
win be the membeis \riio decide. 


The future’s not ours to see. Life is unpredicteb 
Sc we’ve made the Virgin Personol Pension 
every hit as fle.xibfe as ycu'll need to be. 
Don't delay. Call us now for an information pac 


direct 

0345 900 900 

Open sevrn days a week fro,;, S,;en r-. m... . 
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ANDREW 

VERITY 


The nasty legacy 
of endowments 


This week ihc full cost of the 
biggest financial scandal in 
this couQti>''s history, the 
mis-selling of personal pco- 
sions, was finally given on of- 
ficial price tag: £llbn. Both 
regulators and Govemmeni 
arc now steely in their lesolve 
to clean up the mess: there 
will be wmpensation. 

Unfortunately, the regu- 
lators are much less strident 
about another nost}' legaty of 
the late i98(h> and early 
1990s: the mis-sclling of en- 
douTDcnls Evidence s pilif^ 
up that hundreds of thou- 
sands of endowment holders 
have been led to expect much 
rauiv from the policies than 
they will actually get. 

The Institute & Faculty of 
Aauaries is a pouertui b^ 
TCpresentir^ the proltssbnals 
who have the job of sharing 
out life insurers' investment 
firnds. This week it wnmed 
that endowments would pay 
out much les in the coming 
years than they have done. 

Those who bought an 
endowment in 1973 are 
iaughiiig. Payouts this year 
have readied record levels. A 
saver who put in £50 a month 
(lolaUing £15.000 savings), 
would see a payout close to 
£100.000. Before tax. they 
have got a return worth 
roughly 16 per cent a year. 

The future looks less ro^. 
Long-term interest rates 
have hit a nadir of 6 per cent 
and ioflatkia is widely ex- 
pected to stay low. Invest- 
ment retunis are esqiccled to 
be closer to 10 tlum 16 per 
cent That leads actuaries to 
anticipate a S per cent fail in 
payouts - every year. By 
2006, the same 25-year polky 
is likely to pay just over 
£5a000. 

For some of those with an 
endowment mortgage, this is 
unpleasant news. 


If you were led to beb'eve 
your endowment would grow 
modestly- at, say, 7 per cent 
a year - then there is unlike- 
ly to be a problem. But some 
sales peq)le were less soupu- 
lous. Keen to sell an endow- 
ment floadsamoney), rather 
ibao a repayment (no com- 
mission), they referred 
peof^ to the double-di^t re- 
turns of the 1 970s and 1980s. 
-You can pay off the mort- 
gage AND get a lump sum ac 
the end,*' they typic^ said. 
An honest sales person wrald 
have added - *1iut only in the 
unlikely event that these 
dazzling returns keep up”. 

By assuming that policies 
would grow quickly, financial 
advisers could offer cheaper 
premiums to the unwitting 
homebuyer. But the che^r 
the premrums. the riskier 
the policy. 

A .substantial minori^ of 
endowment holders - possi- 
bly over a million people - 
now face the danger that 
their endowments will not 
pay off their mortgages. 
Those most in danger are 
those who bou^t policies be- 
tween 1982 and 1987, when 
sales people assumed hl^ in- 
vestment growth. 

Scammy mortgages didoT 
stop with the 1980s. As our 
piece on page 5 shows, 
horaebuyers are stiD being of- 
fered apparently cheap mon- 
gages which sometimes have 
nasty catches in the email 
print. 

Wbal are the r^ulatois 
doing about this? Nothing - 
there aren’t any regulators. 
Helen IJddell. the Economic 
Secretaiy to the 'ffeasuiy, is 
still nmmitig and ahing about 
whether the new Hoandal 
Services Authority should 
regulate mor^ges. Of 
course it should, and quickty 
please. 


Add some PEPs to future p 


THE MAKEOVER 
Name: Phi] and Jane Dunn 
Occupation: Advertising 
make-up manager and 
occupational therapist 
The problem: How to 
find the most tax-effident 
way of making the most of 
saving? and providing for 
their daughter - who was 
excluded from receiving 
windfdl shares because of 
her age. 

The advice: By making 
the most of tax-free 
allowances in PEPs before 
th^ disappear next year, 
the Dunns can maximise 
tfie opportunity to make 
their money grow. 


Having a young daughter just two years 
andlO months old has made Plnl Dumi 
and his wife, Jane, think long and hard 
^lOUt their future financi.nl planning . 

Phil, 44, who worics as an adver- 
rising make-up manager, has so far 
been wary about putting money into 
personal equity plans (PEPs) because 
of the longer-term oommitmentudiich 
the type of investment requires. How- 
ever, now that PhO enjoys a greater 
feeling of job security, he would like 
to consider this lax-eEfirient means of 
saving since cleaity, as a borderlme 
higher-rate taxpayer, earning £30,000 
a year, any tax saving is important. 

The Adviser; Graham Bates, of the 
leading independent financial advL 2 c 
Bates A Partners, based in Leeds. 
Telephone: 0113 295 5955. 

The Advice: There axe two channels 
avaOalUe to Phil as far as PEE^ are con- 
cerned. The first is to choose the reg- 
ular savings route, which would allow 
as little as £20 per month to be squir- 
relled aw^ from any surplus monthly 
income. Alternatively, Phil could 
choose lo invest a lump sum. But he 
wfll need to act quickly if be wants to 
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Thinking about lon g cc i t t i in vestments. PhH and fane Dunn wftfi daughter Rebecc a 


make use of his general P£P al- 
lowance for the cuireot tax year, 
which ends on 5 April. PEPs are in 
thmr dosing stages, with no iurther in- 
vestment expected to be allowed af- 
ter S April 1999, so Phil would be wise 
to make the most of any allowances 
before they disappear. 

One option would be to use some 
of the capital, which is presently sitting 
on deposiL Phil has a balance of 
around £6,000 held in a savmgs account 
with the Clydesdale Bank earning 5.2 
per cent net Althot^ tins is a fan* rate 
for a short-tenn iovestmeitt, there is the 
potential for a sigaificaatly higher re- 
turn proving Phil can invest for five 
years or longer and is i^luig ft> accept 
a medhiffl-risk strate^. which he says 
he is happy to do. Siooe mazhsising 
kmg-term cafxtal growth is tus pnmaxy 
otjective, he woold be sensible to - 
consider investmeiU vdiides such u 
PEPs, whidi can premde this poteotiaL 

Marks & Spencer unit trust 
Jane, who works as a Itebadon Offi- 
cer. has already d^ped her toe info 
stock moricet waters by mking out a 
PEP vriiich invests in a Marks and 
Spencer unit trust 


The plan basa auient value in the 
r^on (k £7.500 and Jane has already 
ftami.»>rkerf this investment for the fu- 
ture -to help towards the cost of her 
dau^xtec'a sdmol fees. One of the ben- 
efits which PEPs offer ts the flexibility 
to access the moo^ as required and 
of course, the proceeds can be used 
for any purpose. 

Tessa roll^iver 

The Dunns have both made use ofl^ 
sas. PhH has an account with the Abbey 
National to which he has contributed 
an but the final £600. Jane’s first Tbs- 
sa has already matured and she has 
opted fora second ‘^D-over” account, 
taken out through the Mejfoa Mow- 
\asy Buildipg Society. 

By choosing to roQ-over the £9,000 
enpifai^ Jssie ke^yt her money in a tax- 
frtt environment for a farther five 
years, even thou^ new 'Tessa invest- 
ments wDi DO longer be allowed fol- 
lowing the mtxoducdon of the new 
Individual Saving Account on 5 April 
1999. 

Phfl, however, would be wise to - 
consider a variety of options before he 
opts for a second Ibssa, since other 
types of investment might prove to be 


more fruitful in his quest for capital 
growth, pankulaity he is wflling to 
acc^ a balanced ai^noach to ri^ 

The Woolwich account 
The futnie of their young daughter is 
dearly a prfority aoid Phfl has alreacty 
established a aaviogs account with 
Woolwich for her benefit. Each 
month, Rul pays £20 into the account 
plus whatever is in his daughter's 
money box, usually brmging the total 
to around iGO. According to Phil, the 
return s m&eriyhut his biggest grfoe 
with Woolwich is that, being a minor, 
his daughter did not qualifrfor wind- 
fall shares when the sodety converted 
last year to a bank. Cndeistandabty, 
therefore, Phil baa very tittle loyalty 
to the Wx^ch and wants to know 
what be should do with these funds 
(about £1300 to date) , to give his 
daughter foe best start in life. 

Given the benefit of foe long-term 
irivestxnent hornoa, which is posable 
because bis daog^ter is still so youdg, 
the senable approach would be to in- 
vest the capital in an environment 
which offers the potential for sub- 
stantial long-tisim capital appredatioiL 
Ad^psit accoimUsde^fetynot , 


Phocograph: Andrew Buurman 

foe light home for these savings. Phfl 
should oontider uang one or more unit 
trust funds and he would be wise to 
seek the advice ofan independent ad- 
viser. Mary unit trust saviqgs plaris wfll 
also accept on-going monibiy contri- 
butions and this is an excellent way to 
save because you get the benefit of the 
“anoothingout effect” on unit prices. 

The pension 

Another consideration for l%il is his 
pension. As a member of h'is em- 
ployer’s scheme, he contributes £100 
eadi month but admits that he has not ^ 
changed the level of oonlributions in ▼ 
the last nine years. At 44. he should 
address foe question of maximisiog 
pendon with his adviser at the earli- 
est 0 {^x)i 1 umty. 

Fortunatety, Phil and Jane have a 
small mortgage of juA £26.000 against 
their home, which is valued at 
£125,000. Last year foe mortgage 
proved to be a benefit when Phfl re- 
ceived 200 windfall shares as a result 
of Halifax's flotation. Wisely, he has 
clung on to the shares. Much have so 
far proved to be an acceUenl invest- . 
meaL Who knows what they might be W 
wqtfo whra his daughter comes of agpl 
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12 MILLION INVESTORS TRUST FIDELITY 



Our star 
performer 


If diis is your image of the banking world, think again. 
Tile Framlington Financial Fund invests only in banks 
and odter financial sector stocks and its performance 
has been anything but dull. 


The Framlington Financial Fund 

TOP 10% 

performance of all unit trusts over 
1. 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 years 
and since launch* 


Investments in the fund have grown by 160% over 
the last 5 years, and by 30% in 1997 alone.* We believe 
that this exceptional performance is set. to continue. 

Before you make your PEP decision, ask your 
Financial Adviser for details or ring 

0345 023138 



Please send me of Ae Fnat^a^anFmanad Fund and PEP. Rdurn the coupon toe 

Framlmsfon Unit Management Lontef, Freepost, P.O. Box 2. Tu-yford, Reading, Berkshire RGIO 8BR. 

NAME , 

ADDRE.SS ^ 

Postcode 

If you do not uHsb to wdvedAiSs of FnmBngton produets hi fidure, please tkkAe boat [2 iNii/3/vaFF 

* Soiaa: Mk/opai. offer to bid iteteKome/emvestad to IJanaary 1998. Uundzdate730dober198S. issued b^Fiomtk^on Unit 
Management tmiltect moodier of ^eft3ndki^nnMvMi(^Ooiap,B^tiiedbf the PenondlmestmentPji^iiKdsantUMRO. 
MenSerofAlfW. Pistpetionrt an tekrK8aeoessatiffagiddetofinioeptstaai»nce. Theprieo/unitientffilieineDnieftomtheniango 

(ftnweswe/festfpantfnvestonfiurnotgcthadfctfteenwMfarqpiMl^InHeslerf. 

Changes in ewhinge fates will aftetittavilM erf (/Kftind^civeneisnnesfriierita. 

h"estrtieiitmsii^seetotiimds'oftm0iepossi^;falt^taf^msbatm9f^ ^ 

(nvD/we a higher degree o/fl^ 7}ieG&/emnenthasamouneedtiathoml999tax 

advantaged ^Kitm.aKti as PEPt and TSSAxwlU be tefriaeedwiUti new y« _j_ 

Induf/dua/iiuifigi Account (tSAJ- Details of the /SA are ajnwt/y«dr(Kita g wmH #777^7# 

omsuftebonariddiehfla/fcnnfsnotydJln^ ^ 



EXCEUENT. 




Fr-SE«a9wflEiwec 


For outstaading growth, look no further than 
Fidelity's MoaeyBuflder Growth PEP. 

It’s an activdy managed UK Growth PEP chat has 
consistently outperformed the FT-SE All Share Indent, and 
be3t«7 hj^ profile Inds PEPs, like the Virgin Growth PEP. 
Over the last two years it has giowfo by 61.7% taz-fiee. 
Good fonuire? No way. 

We believe it's down to hard work. build our 
poitfolloa stock by stock with our analysts and fond 
oanagets making over 46,C>00 company contacts all around 
the woiid every year. , 

No one explores businesses more thoroughly than 
Fidelity. Thaf s the reason our PEPs are so stod^iddn’ good. 
And we don’t just stop there. like ail our MoneyBuiiders, 

9/iu M11K iw n m. 7Mn 


'f«l.7X 1 

*noM 

■mmt 

ten 

4SSM 

+1Q0A% 

4STM 

+1033% 


this PEP comes without any entry or exit charges.* And its 
annual management fee is as low as many tracker funds. 

So call, send off the coupon, or speak to your IRL * 
And find out about our most excellent range of PEPs. j 

★ ByT OMIT TRUST GROUP 

siaMard ft Paar's ■laraaal Awaris 1197 

★ 'PREMIER GROUP' AWARD / ' 

■aaay Okaarvar Aiianls 1997 

Tb; Ftdeter biiieaiiicaif. PO Box 88, Tonbridge. Kern ITill ««Z. Pbone 
(an O 4 1 71. Pleae nd Be JofamHEkB cn A)da)<) Moa^>8(jiUer CiDwth pa Ufa «-i({ 

(Ml disdoK BIT tatfontKkn <BBkfe the Rddgjt MailKtif« Gcoup. 

ilamt* • ' 


PosEcode. 


0800414171 






FH/elity 


fraraJington 
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ROBIN AMLOT 

INTERNET 

INVESTOR 


Of cookie monsters 
and search engines 


Fi^ Direct, Britain's fiist and 


.plans to offer PC Bankzzig teee 

' of diaige to is cnstomeis. This 

is.not an internet-based service 
. but an iiitiaQ^ on the baolA cn»n 
-secure private networic. It has 
; been on free b^ to 5,000 cns- 
^toneis sinoe June last Fast 

||Diiect s^ it ofite the ser- 
jvice over the internet in the fu- 
Itnre, depending on customer 
> demand. I had {rianned to review 
. the service in some detaS -theze 
is apparent^ a demcmstration of 
- its service on the bank’s wdnite. 

The reason wl^ I haven't 
looked at the wdisite is because 
‘itvriU not let me. WeH, thafsnot 
,quitetrue.ItvriIlnotletmewit!h- 
lout sendmga “codde*’. Nmmally, 
^1 avoid technojargon but this is 
oito piece of h of which aiT^bocfy 
. u^Qg the web needs to be aware. 

The best anaZqgy fora cookie 
is Caller ID on telephones. 
Caller ID lets the peisoo you are 
calling know youT telephone 
numb^. Cookies work in miich 
the sam e way. A web^ knows 
who has logged on by loolong at 
your cookie. Anythingyou tell a 
webute that uses cookies, it will 
remember the next tinie you vis- 
it, Anythingyou do at a website 
that uses cookies it can also re- 
member, traddDg a behaviour 
pattern - allowing the business 
behind the site to tailor its prod- 
ucts to yon and target you with 
special mailshots. 

Cookies, so title argonsent 
goes, smooth, the path of oon- 
sumerism, makiog sore you onfy 
get business offers that interest 
you. Tb^have also^imicBd a se- 
ruus ddsate aixjut privacy 

Anywi^, FlrstDirect vriD not 
let you access its webdte widxnn 
sending a cookie. Which nuses 
two questions. First, is it polite 
for a wd»ite to do this? No, it 
is n^ (Ima^e bdng escorted 
out of your local supennadcet fay 
a bouncer because you refused 
to tell them your address) Sec- 
ond, is it safe -to accept the 


cookie? That dq>mids on bow 
much you yahie your piivaicy. 

The bottom iiu is I dida’t feel 
like accepting First Direct’s 
ooolde. So 1 did not ^ to view 
^ webtit& Masy commercial 
wdiates tow hm cookie& How^ 
ever, most tend not to re&se you 
access if you refuse the cookies. 

Another piece of web jazgonyou 
may come across is ’’seaicb en- 
gme”. Seaxdi engines are the in- 
ternet^ tef^ifaOTC doeetories. 


which seek out and note the ad- 
dresses of other webates vdiiGti 
matcb q>edfied cdtexia. 

Ihis mrwith a neW engine, 
Finance Wise, made its dSxit on 
the web. Set op by Ri^ PubOca- 
tions and IBKTs Securities and 
Capital Maitets Kvisikm, it is a 
' free web seardi engine &ir bank- 
ing anrl fimmew p mfeaetrwiafa 

Bat it is also gtmig to be a handy 
tool for indhddual investois. 

By inHftTtng only gtcs and 
pages relevant to the world of 
banldng and finance, Fbance* 
Wto bypasses the niilUons of 
m^abyt^ of irrelevant data re- 
turned with mainstream search 
engiiies. In feet, it is the only eor 
gme to offer three types of smuxfa 
optioo. You may s^xch by 
word; by ^pedfic dasses of prod- 
uct^ suppliers, information or 
companies; c^by sec^ listings. 

HoanceWSse is the first seaxdi 
eo^ne to focus specifically on S- 
nandal websites. Howevez; (firec- 
tories (t^iidb tend not to be 
automated) offinandalwebstes 
have been available for some 
fnrhiHmg the T TK 
Finance Directoiy 'on Mon^ 
world and the Hmuidal Infor- 
matioo Net Ditectcoy (^|ND). 

FlrstDirect: 

www.firstdirecLco.uk . 

FioanceWse: 

nwttt^MriceM«9e.co.ufc 

UKPasooal Flnantt INrei^a^ 

w^moiuyw(M.a>.uk 

FINIte 


N ou veau 
riches for 
year 2000 

Collect to invest; Art Nouveau is the ideal look 
for the new millenni.um, argues John Windsor 


The iniiiennhtm w31 have an An 
Nouveau look. The' year 2000 ooin- 
ddes with die emtenary of the Paris 
BqioatioD UniveraeDe that .estab- 
bshed Art Nouveau as a major force 
in art and des^ Abetuiy, curators 
af£nropeanntns- . 
earns are to 

dhpl^ mqxutant 
pieoesofArtNou- 
vean glass, furni- 
ture, metalwoik 
and poster art 
owned by private 
coQectozs. In Lon- 
don, the V&A’S' 
contribution w31 
beabjgeiliibifion. 

Decadence and 
OreamsAjtNour 
veau 1690^1914. 

. . Canny inves- 
tors are already 
keying in '”2000: 

Alt Nouveau”' m 
their electronic 
podeettfiarimand 

nagltng a miind fo r 

vdiattobcy. 

GfessbyGalld, 

TiffEOV,andDaum 
- fragile, bixt more 
portable than fur- 
niture - looks a 
good bet its 
snirling organic 
decocatumitisthe 
qumtessence of die Art Nouveau ide- 
^ of applied art -literally, ^iplying 
an to eveiyd^ objects, an id^ that 
the year 2000 wni endorse. 

Aftm die spectacular crash of Art 
Nouveau gfass fe 1991, when the 
Japanese, having bid stratospheric 
prices, made a dramatic withdrawal 
from die market to attend to their 
own finanoal crash bade home, the 
names of Ilffeiqr, GaD6 and Damn 
have given investors the jitters. 

But since then, prices have bot- 
tomed out, and new. cc^ectoT- 








Fragde but more 
portable than 
fkimiture: table 
lamp, left, and 
vase, below left, 
by Emile GaiM 
from the turn of 
die century 


investam- Ameiicans, Gre^ Swiss, 
E^ench, Italians -have cautiously en- 
tered the bidding pushing prices up 
to mid-^ghties^ j»e-eiash levels. 

The $470,000 (about £287,000), 
bid at Sotheby’s New York last 
Decemberforan 

jp^hanring Q tall^ 

- wisteria table 
lamp, made in the 
nu^ year 1900,1s 
an ”iiiunensefy 
gratifying result”, 
aoeoiding to Phil- 
ippe Gamer of 
Sotfadsy^ London. 
It may not be a 
patch on the cra^ 
worid-reoord for 
a wisteria lamp- 
4,995,000 Rench 
francs (about 
£500,000) - ^d 
foralesseaquisite 
1900 qiedmen at 
Sothe^s Monte 
Carlo in October 
1990, just before 
the cra^ But it 
shows that collec- 
tors are bidding 
confidently with- 
out taking leave 
of their senses. 

Vendors, no 
longer fearful 
their Alt Nouveau 
^ass wig be left on the block, are con- 
signing more of it to auction. At Mr 
(Barner's auction on Eri(% 20 March 
there aie41 {rieces-mainfyvases and 
taUelanqs-hy iheReDcfaman GaD£, 
39 by his one-time 0 (>wDiker Daum, 
and five by the American TlfEai^. Mr 
Gamer has raised the Tnmimmn lot 
value to an up-market £1^00. 

Ibe fartfacomiDg sale mdndes a 24- 
inch high Gall6 wisteria table lamp, 
mme dian three indies taDer than the 
one that fetdied $470,000 in De- 
cember. It is estimated at seems 


to be a knock-down £35,000^£4S,000. 
But it is not as fine. It is add«tdied 
but ntt hand-cuL The finest GaOf has 
several kalddoscopi^ XDuIti-coloured 
layers of glass, some worked into the 
surface u^e stfll hot and then both 
etdied and band-carved, using a 
wheel like a dentists’ dr3L 

The need to appredaie the phe- 
nomenal wa ft gm iiTOship ghnuld — in 
an ideal worid - deter crass specu- 
lators from bidding blindly for any- 
thing by a known Art Nouveau 
name. Hie price that wig be paid for 
this month’s wisteria lanq> win, iiope- 
ftiiiy , indicate a discriminating mar- 
ket capable of restrainL A silly, high 
price, would raise fears of another 
boom-and-bust cycle. 

For slimmer wallets, the sale has 
half a dozen Damn vases estimated 
in the £2,000-£6,000 range. It is also 
worth looking at glass designed 
lesser names, such as the Austrian 
Loetz (estimated fiom £13X1), whose 
prices are rising on the coat-tails of 
the better-known Daum and GafeL 
Oiiginalfy a fariiionable, avant- 
garde st^e, Nouveau Art is still with 
us after w^ over a century. Its re- 
vival in the Sixties may haw faded, 
but it refuses to go away. Mr Gamer 
says: Tt has earned its credentials as 
a mairistieam subject -- iK)t fe feriiion, 

but rx>t in dangerof gomg out of fesh- 
ion, either - and I don’t see wlqr it 


shouldn’t continue to its 

porition in the long term”. 

Fbn for iovotozs win be to assess 
just how dosely the simtef Art Nou- 
veau in with the spirit of the 

mtllennhim. Its Strength is that it is 


not just a style but a movement, with 
ideals that are dierished today more 
than ever. It stands ft>r the synthesis 
of ait and craft, for the humaaisatjon 
of massinoduction. And its florid 
abundance offers a dream of plenty 
to a population tired of arid mini- 
and the dour phQosoplqr of 
**smail is beautiful”. A minus point 
is that its decoration is sometimes 
“api^ed” in the worst sense - that 
is, as an excrescence. 

An Nouveau’s runaway lines -the 
swirlmg hair of half-clad maidens 
draped with lilies - make it heady, ex- 
otic; inysterions. When an the de^pi 
history has been dhewed over, it is 
perhaps this quahiy that gjves it its 
deepest appeal You might say that 
Nouveau Art is dead wdrd. But, these 
dr^s, aren’t we aU? 

AppBed Arts from 1880: Friday, 20 
Mardt, (10.30am), SoAOy's, 34-3S 
New Bond Street, London W1 (0171~ 
2935000). 
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BRIAN TORA 


Laggards and leaders 


How reassuring it was to see 
Ihe FTOT 250 and the Small- 

Cap Indices move into new 
high ground this week. The 
bad news is that it highlights 
how difScalt it is to find val- 
ue wnwngit the top lOO com- 
panies. Stni at least it shows 
th ?r UK managers are not 
complete!/ bound into buy- 
ing only those shares that the 
global money shunters are 
prepared to consider. 

Of course, it remains the 
increasing popularity of 
tracker funds that have been 
driving the big market capi- 
hxlfearirtn strides. Witness the 
way in vriuch shed a 
few pennies vriiile Compass 
received a boost to its share 
price on the news that the 
contract caterer rather than 
the IT specialist achieved 
the covetkl place in the in- 
dex of Britain’s 100 most suc- 
cessful companies. 

It was Demns that re- 
ceived the wooden spoon. It 
tells you a lot abwt UK 
PLC when a leading retailer 
loses its coveted riot and the 
main contenders are pure 
service businesses. Interest- 
ing, MiQS would have been 
the IT company to have 
ftgmed a place in the index. 

How dffi^nt tiling are b 
the US. Aside £rom the fact 
that Miaosoft is now the 
woriefs second (x third4azgest 
ooinpaiyiD teons market 
fiaptaifcaKftfi^ you Only have 
to see the way in which any 
buanes linked with helping 
the intemet operate finds its 
riiares instandy in demand. I 
f yon look at die top 25 in- 

teny* w xwipiroaie in America^ 

you find the^ are woithm ag- 
gregate nearly S40ho.Vhiy ap- 
propriate, you msgr ssy, but 
most of them do not make a 
profit That amounts to a 
great deal of &ith out there 
ccnceming the world wide 
w xlhopeitisjustifittL 

If I were seek^ to tuck 
mon^ away wisc^ at pre- 


sent I would be tempted to 
trawl the second 250 stocks 
in the FTSE Indeit. Some- 
times known as thtf Tootsie, 
ihesc are now Mg companies, 
many of them worth com- 
fortably over £lbn. They 
have been left out of the eq- 
ui^ rush, partly because Uk^ 
tend not to excite those 
American mana^'is trying to 
gain a toe-hold in Europe, 

It is the growth of support 
for FTSE lUO funds that 
causes me most concern. 
What happens if the market 
takes a dive? Just as indexa- 
tion has become a driving 
force for the market, so it 
could aucelcrate any bear 
market and intend its 
severity. At least a reverse 
would give aedve managers 
a chance to come back into 
their own. 

At present our own re- 
searcheis rather favour two 
acronyms from within the 
second Uerof Britam’scoin- 
paiues. BTP and Emap are 
very different businesses. 
-Capitalised at £6(Khn and- 
£2‘£bn respectively, one 
Itngem just outside (be FTSE 
100, while the other repre- 
seots a more t)^f^ medium- 
size British company. Emap 
(or East MidlWls Allied 
Press as it used to be known) 
has become less -much less 
- of a regional press concern 
that a European magazine 
and regional broadcasting 
group. BTP used to be 
known as British Tkr Prod- 
ucts and produces specialist 
diemicals for industrial gi- 
ants. Both look capable of 
sustaining above average 
growth, while enjoymgwhat 
is these days relatively mod- 
est ratings. Sadly, neither 
are technology stodcs, but 
that may save you money in 
the short term. • 

Brianlbmischaintumofthe 
Gre^ Middleton Investment 
&nie^ Qmw^ee. 
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YOU COULD 

-BE 

REAPING 



— FROM THE — 

STOCK MARKET. 


Yoo probably koow already wbal a tax efficienl 
inrestmeBl PBPs can be. This is because ibe returos 
on both your capUai and iocome are completely tax-free. 

But did you realise that by bolding [Dvestment 
Trust shares in a PEP,, your money could be working 
even harder for you? 

Over the years, Investment Trusts have proved to 
be one of the best ways of taking advantage of tbe growth 
opportooities offered by tbe stock market 

Tbe reason for this is that they spread tbe risk 
across a wide portfolio of publicly-qnoted companies. 
In addition, charges are kept to a minimum. 

So, if yon have a regular amount of SlOO or more 
to invest each month, yon should send off for our Fact 
Sheet ‘[nvestment Thist PEPS - a plain guide”. 

It's free and produced by the AiTC, the body that 
speaks for investment Trust Companies. Simply fill in 
the coupon or call us on 0171 -43 1 5222. 
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Please send me a free inforniBUoa pack □ I an a private Investor 

□ fan an ndepeadeat adviser Pkandek 

SoniaDe 
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The irresistible rise of the second liners 
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Just as it was in the last great 
bull market which reached its 
peak in 1968-1972, the current 
stcxrk market sui^ has been 
characterised by the eztraordi- 
uaiy strength of large company 
shares and the relative^ poor 
^ perfonnanoe of smaller com- 
pany shares. 

Aity professional investors 
who haw failed to invest in 
largest companies over the last 
two to three years has inevhal^ 
fbuixl thermeives laggmgbehmd 
in performance. As the diart 
shows, the Footsie index of 100 
largest diares has comineheii- 


sivety outperformed the ^in- 

deg.uAkhf rai^inadiiinwci!W>ri 

companies, and the Afi-Share. 

Ihe same phenomenon has 
taken its toU in the unh and in- 
vestment trust buaness. -The 
performance fignres for 

which ^ ^ tif smaTI^ 

coinpanies ten their own sloiy. 
The ave^e trust in the 
smalkiccHxipaoy sector has pro- 
duced a return of 10.1 per cent 
aooe the start of 1997. The AD- 
Share indes, by contrast, hasre- 
tumed flhnftirf three irmes 35 
much (27J) per cent) over the 
same period. Even the yesy best 
performing ftw»d Jq the, smaller 
compaxqr sector bas oofy re- 
turned 223 per cent, 5 per cent 
less than the market overall 
It is the same sto^, if not 
worse, in the mv e son ent trust 
worid. Over three yean the 
performance of smaller'com- 
paiQr medalist trusts has badly 
lagged that of the- generalist 
tru^s. At the the 

discounts to asset vahie have 
widened, further d epr e ss mg io- 
vestors’ returns. 

In foct, apart from ^ East 

andemg rgTngmariw^fiffvfc^ itiA 



flwiderai gragp dfay^i i ptlhanftfy 
Other iDvesnnent trust sector - 
14.9- per. cent, according to the 
brdc^ firm Nat West Markets. 


company underperfonnance 
dates hack several years. Since 
1988, there has only been one 
year (1993) when smaOer com- 
paines have com p rehensively 
outperfonned the market as a 
wfaote. Xzonicaliy, it was 00 ^ in 
die 1980s that academic re- 
geaxebers discovered triiat they 

cuTnc tn call fh^. cfw np wn y 

effect". This was the discovery 
that, contrary to the pcmciple of 
effident markets, there ap- 
peared to be dear and sostarn- 


^e advantage to be had from 
investing in smaller company 
shares. In other words, returns 
horn smaDer companies were 
higher than you would eiqiect 
even after maks^ allowance for 
their higher risk. 

As so often in the stodc 
market, no sooner had this new 
phenomenon been discovered 
than it started to vanish, Paul 
Marsh and Elroy Dimson, two 
Professors at London Business 
School wbo have closely mon- 
itored the small compare effect 


horn its first appearance, con- 
cluded in their latest annual sur- 
published a few weeks ago 
that for aD intents and appear- 
ances the small oompai^ effect 
bad now disappeared. 

AH sorts of explanations - 
some mote comdneing than 
others -have been advanced to 
cs^Iain why smaller companies 
should fare better in some pe- 
riods and not so well in others. 
The most obvious one relates to 
the prevailing economic cli- 
mate. When the dhnate is sta- 


ble, so this argument goes, wish 
low inflation and steady sus- 
tained growth, as it is now, it 
lends to favour larger compa- 
nies. Th^ have greater freedom 
to secure ecDoomies of scale 
and develop and exploit their 
pricing power. 

^ contrast, when inflation 
is high, and the economy tur- 
bulent, the infleadbili^ of large 
ewnpaniftc is a disa^Dtage. 
Th^ find it harder to adapt to 
rapid shifts in demand. Snmller 
companies, by conlrast • at 


least those that AOvivifi - an bet- 
ter able to obtain a competitive 
edge. There are ^eaier retiziiis 
to enticpreneui^p. 

Whatever the reason, the 
teresting question now is 
whether the tide is once aga in 
about to turn in favour of 
smaller companies. There are 
certain^ some pomleis to that 
effecL The latest smv^ of fund 
manager intentions by MeniU 
Lynch suggests, for example, 
that institution^ fund man- 
agers have recently started to in- 
crease their exposure to small 
and medium-s^ed companies. 

On value grounds, mair|^ of 
these compames now look at- 
tractively priced, at least when 
compared with the demanding 
ratings of the t^ggest conqiBnies. 
Whichever wj^ you lotdc at it. 
shares in the FTSE 100 axe not 
cheap. On a p/e ratio of 21, and 
a yield of 23 per cent, the 
Footsie index is discDunting an 
awfiil of 9 >od news. 

For tactical reasons, there- 
fore, the arguments for looldng 
elsewhere make sense. A num- 
ber of US fund management 
houses are said to have bee n 
picking up shares in the FTSE 
250 index in the last few weeks 
on vahie aigumenls of this kind. 
It would not be at aO surprising 
if the dr ama tic recent outper- 


fonnaacc of the Footsie index 
over other sections of the mar- 
ket was to falter this year. 

But will it be more than q 
temporary rebalancing of the 
past diqniity in performance? 
Scanning the risible economic 
horizons, it is bard to sec ai^* 
fundamental reason why the 
prevailing economic climate 
should turn against larger com- 
panies and back in favour of 
their smaller brethren. As the 
split in the Bank of En^and's 
monetary policy committee 
demonstrates, there are real 
ooDceins about the poss&iSiiy of 
a shmt-tennb^ in inflation. Bui 
there arc as yet no rigns U will 
be anything other than a blip. 

However, the value aigu- 
menis for smaller companies 
be more compelling. For 
anyoiie who foUows a contiaiiaii 
investment philosophy, the fact 
that the smaller company efiea 
should now be being written off 
is a classic indicator that it atay 
now be about to return. 

Of course, if the current 
fastasm for laigc ownpai^ shares 
also proves to be the apotheo- 
sis of the vrimle bun maiiaeL then 
a return to relative favour 
be of scant consolation. But a 
burst of short-term outperfor- 
mance smaller company 
^)edalisi 5 is now overdue. 
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The cost of cut-price mortgages 


Discounts, fixed rates, c^ped 
rates, the permutations of cut- 
price mcKlgages seem endless. 
Leaders want you to borrow. 
But where the incentives are 
very attractive, is there a catch? 

Lenders can no longer r&< 
quire you to take life insurance 
and savings policies with the m- 
surer of their dioice. Ezistiiig 
policies should be fully trans- 
ferable when you move from 
one leader to another. 

But this does not apply to 
bufl dings, contents or aoddent, 
sickness and unemployment 
(ASU) insurance. Nme of tiiese 
B covered undertbebestarfeice- 
dauses of the Financial Secvices 
Act As a result biding one or 
more of these i^pes ^ cover 
from a lender can be made a 
oonditioD of quaU^iOg for a (fis- 
count loan. 

Because these products are 
not sold on the **best adrice” 
basis govenung the sale of life 
producta, lenders are not 
obliged to find you the cheap- 
est cover availaUe. 

Of course, discounted and 
fixed-rate loans are still avail- 
able you insiston finding your 
own insurance, but you must ex- 
pect to incur interest rate in- 
creases of between 03S per cent 
and 0.5 per cent on the cost of 
mon^ borrowed. 

Tike buildings insurance as 
an example. This covers the re- 
buflding cost of the property to 
be purdiased, which usually 
exceeds the market value by a 
CactOT up to 50 per cent Stan- 
dard cover includes an acci- . 

di»ntel Hgmagft rlnn^gj 

factors like ^ and flood. 

Premiums for building in-. 
surance can vary massively. 
Asked to quote on identic^ 
terms - a flat in Edinbuigh with 
a rebuild cost of £200,000, AA 


Check the small 
print before you 
sign up for a cheap 
loan. By lain Morse 


Insurance Service came up whh 
an annual preminm of £19.-72. 
Meanwhile^ 'National Direct 
quoted an premium of 
£215.28, and Newcastle Direct 
a premium of £403.44 

Both of these premiums 
woe quoted as part of fired-rate 
package^l^iiotiwMe offered a 
1.8 per cent discount off their 
SV^ equaUing 63 pier cent for , 
three years, and Newcastie 5.99 ' 
per cent fiwd for tiiree years. 
Other lenders like Woolwich, 
and Abbey National quoted at 
least £3S0pa while tiie mutual 
Sldpton BS came top, quotii^ 
a premium of £47460 a year,< 
again as part of a disooanted 
loan. 

Accident, skkness and un- 
employment polides are be- 
coming more popular with 
lenders. Several offer them 
along witii bouse or coateots 
cover on the basis that bor- 
rowers must dnose two out of 
three of these polides to qual- 
ity for a discount mortgage. 

According to Ray Boulger, 
of mOTt^e broker John 
CharcoL “In almost all cases, 
anyone under 40 cm find 
cheaper ASU cover dther Arect 
from an insurer like ITT Lon- 
don & Ediaburgh, or from a 
mortgage broker.” 

At least one reason 
lenders m^ these types of m- 
surasce compulsory are the 
levels of thcir re- . 

ceive, which can amonnt to as 
much as 40 per ceiu oi premi- 


ums paid over the policy tenn. 

Redemption poialties also 
appty to these loans, bat the 

h«d« for chargin g ram diff er 

widety. Some ^ty a fixed per- 
centage of the amount bor- 
rowed, As a general rule, the 
greater the incentive, the 
greater the penalties oi re- 
deeming a loan before the set 
period. 

Aaxntiiag to Mr Boulger, 
aityc^ tempted by a spedal 
deal should look closety at the 
qnafl print *Avoid redenqitian 
penalties that last longer than 
the discounted or capped rate 
on offer. That way, you are free 
to look for another deal triien 
the first erne runs out" 

' Thke Seaxborou^ BS, cur- 
rently offering a one-year fixed 
rate loan at just 135 per cent 
A ledemptidn penalty fixed at 
7.19 per cent of the amouxt bte- 
TQwed applies for the first five 
years of the loaiL After the first 
12 months, this loan reverls to 
Scaiborou^'s SVR of 8.69 per 
cent, currently 03 of one per 
oeot above the average diai^ 
by mqOT lenders. 

Most such redemption 
penalties are set at 5 per cent 
of foe aoiouat brxTow^ but for 
those contemplating partial 
ea^ lepayomt, care B needed^ 
as the penalty is set not 00 foe 
OntStanfong hahmcB at foe time 
of redemption but the full 
amount for borrowed. 

Eaxty redemption penalties 
are avoiddile, but onty if you re- 
mort^gewitb the same lender, 
borTowing foe same or more. 
Most will charge the pemdty, 
then pay it bade as a o^t, re- 
dudng the amount of the new 
loan. But purchase ofyournov 
home win have (0 be oonq^ieted 
within three months of redeem- 
ing your first loan to quality. 
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If you Hwllw n w te 1tw> ■cononUc — grontv fpr Bw up — n 
Unlow. ypM ■ noted nn iw lilw PEP Into 

a EurafManMnrt ' 


-• C mni Tw nta l acpno«nte growth 
rotes am nBcowaring irtiun gly. 

• Ineraa nu d efReiencyand 

prKBUsaiHxiB have emoted maior 
opport u nWee tbr shareholders. 


• InvestDrs will gain should Sierflr)g 
Wl from its’eunent levet. 

• Wb believe EMU will cmata 
SNcIting opportunMee for 
Euopean Investment. 
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An Equitable pension 
means vou can vary 

W r' 

contributions - 
without penalty. 


Ybu know extetb vhst your circumstances ate tods>v end 
can cdioose a pension plan to suit them pofeetty 

But vhst about tomorrow? Or next year^ Or ten years 
from nov? 

^n»t you need is a pension plan wfaidi is flexible cnou^ 
to cope with any changes in your lifestyle - vithont makmg you 
pay a penalty 

That is why yon should consider an Equitable personal 
pension planu don't pay commission to thiid patties for the 
introduction of new business, and pur expenses are kept 
enviably kne. So, yon don’t have to cconnai yo u ndf to paying 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased, .or 
reduced to suit you - without penalty 

And if yon want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
win be exa^y the same as if you’d chosen that date in foe first 
place. 

What’s more, you have the reassuraoce of knowing that 
yonr pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
invesnnent |o foe TSJL, 

So, if you’d like further iafonnation, by post and by 
telephone, od a personal penskn pl«i that lives up to its naiw, 
call (0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon bdon 

ww7RequitahJe.co.uk 

Ex year security yewr idqiboDe cd ouy be recoided 
InfboBMiaKfaclvke oely be given on EquiMNe gmq> piodueB 

X^ilited by ibe AsioihI Invemra Autberiqr 

7HEEQUBB£UFERB9CSt«U3tWSnaiin£0nKBWXIN0lllM9IIIBHF2J M 


n* Ilk FREEPOSt tUm Sireec Axi^BURK BnAf 71^ 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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Pensions by phone 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

CaUf 8km-J0pa3f 7 days a week ifuoting ref:288D920 

0345 6789 10 

or calk to yovr Independent Financial Adviser. 
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The lure of offshore gains 


As ISAs with their 
£50,000 cap loom, 
investors are sending 
their savings into 
exile. By lain Morse 


Sales of offshore bonds and in- 
surance policies ace booming as 

the Budget looms. With the 
prospect of personal equity 
plans (PEPs) and tax-exempt 
special savings accounts flesms) 
teing scrapped in 19^, the 
lure of these investments is 
strong. But savers tenq)ted by 
the prospect of tax-free gains 


are putting cash into invest- 
ments designed for e^triates. 

Peter N^tingale, of ac- 
countants Deloitte Touche, 
warns “many of these ofishore 
vehicles pay high co mmisskv i in 
intermediaries, and offer little 
real saving to anyone living 
here. They are sold as a substi- 
tute for good tax planning'’. 



fin rtiftiiff n fm n n nn n n n n n n n nnn n 


forctgn & Cofooial inveiiied 
the invesBoeot trust in 186s 
*10 give the investor of moderaie 
means the smie advantages as 

^ the large captalisr. 

1868 . 

A vintage year for PEPs. 

(Now - two bottles for the price of one!) 


Become an investor in tfte Foreign & 
Colonial Investment Trust PEP by 27th March 
and your 1998/99 PEP will cost you nothing 
in initial fees or extra administration 
charges.’* Our PEft give you tax-free access 
to an international spread of investment 
expertise# built upon the experience we 
have gained from investing successfully In 
stockmarkets around the world since 1868 . 
Why not request our brochure for more 
information? 

Phone 01189 828 801 or Fax 01189 344 622 
anytime quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 





{ Dk Foreign S Cotoml Management tHL PO Bor Z Tviiyford. I 
|8ei1ahifcRGr09NW. { 
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Code E143MD I 
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value wSI depend on irdwaiial efeoarreame 


A number of British insur- 
ance companies, like Allied 
Dunbar and Scottish Widows, 
have set iq) offibote anns based 
in the Oi^nel Mauds, DabUa 
and Luxembouig. These havens 
levy tax on fund income of 20 
per cent or less, with no charge 
on capital gains. 

But UK laiqiayeis are still 
liable to tax on encashment of 
such policies, after deducting 
the Original amount invested. 
Hie key diftereoce is that be- 
cause these funds roll up free 
of tax. they allow its deferral and 
should give better performance 
than UK based equivalents. 

Clerical Medical Interna- 
tional climate the net for 

a basic-rate taiqpayer in an off- 
shore bond could be as much 
as 10 per cent of the amount 
first invested, but onfy after 
bolding the bond forlS years or 
more. The gain for a higber-rate 
taxpayer is even greater, but 
early encashment brings heavy 
penalties. 

Better value can be found in 
FSA recognised offshore funds, 


m<»tly run through Luxem- 
bourg. These are similar to 
unit mists. 

N^el Davies of Arthur An- 
derson suggest “These can be 
useful for those with capital but 
no income. Binds pay only a 15 
percent withboldl^ tax. Using 
both your pecsonal aDowance on 
inCiKse taxand exemp- 
tion on capital means 

that you can realise up to 
£10^ tax free.** 

Many UK banks and build- 
ing sodetles also nm ofEihore 
accounts, paying interest gross. 
Abbey Nation^ (Jexs^) re- 
turn 6.2 per cent gross to de- 
posits of £10^XX) or more on 
instant access. Onshore, their 
30-day account yields just 4.98 
per cent grcKs to the same 
amotmt. 

Income tax is p^able on in- 
terest received but for non tax- 
payers, rates can eqnal those 
from Tfessas. If you have no other 
source of income, your person- 
al allowance of £4,045 means 
you can bold £5Q£K)0 in an 

account paying 7 per cent gross. 



New Year resolutions for the tax avoider 


As a new Budget and 
the end of the tax year 
appraach, Tony Lyons 
does some financial 
stock taking 

It is ai this time of year that we should 
all ensure we have made the best use 
the tax system for investing our hard- 
earned saving 

the Snandal year ending on 
5 April, we ^ould make full use of 
whatever tax benefits dieie are wtun 
L comes to putting our money away, 
whether saving for a rainy day, a com- 
fortable retirement, or whatever. 

This year it's more important than 
ever. On Tuesday, Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor of the EKfaequer, will 
announce his new Budget. And it 
promises to be a vride-sweeping, tax 
reforming Budget 

We already know that personal eq- 
uity plans (PEPs) and tax-exempt 
dal savings aooounts 


just one more year and what's left of 
this tax year to run. After this, thqr will 
beieplacedwith hdfvkiual Savings Ac- 
counts (JSAs). 

But, ass usual at this time of year, 
rumours are swOling around about 
many other ehAngpy that may be an- 
nounced These mchide measures to 
limit tax avoidance even further, in- 
duding culling the tax benefits of off- 
shore mvestmeoL 

Inheritance tax m^ also be changed. 
Another rumour is that pensioD in- 
vestment made by individuals may 
only attract basic-iate mcofDe-taxrelief 
This latter piece of tittle lanle. however, 
sits baifly the Government's plans 

to issue a green paper later this year 
which will unveil its th mi g hts on future 
pensions provision, how h will en- 
courage us to do more to save for our 
retirenieat, and its kieas on the creation 
of the stakeholder penaon. 

So now is a good time to get your 
financial bouse in order. This does not 
mean you should suddenly switch your 
sa%^gs because of rumours, rather it is 
prudent houseke^sng. 

For example, PEPs have been an 


fturetanHingawH-reec wirii anmewhere in 

the region of £S0bn invested in them 
since tb^ were first introduced in 1987. 
It makeic sense to use your ftiU al- 
lowance in what is left of this tax year 
and for 1998^. 

Even if you think share prices are 
too hjgb in the stock market and could 
be heading for a foil, there are various 
artiAmree -Aw nitaMA frnm a niimher nf riifc 

forent in.»magftrK diat wUl guarantee at 
least your original coital investment. 

But a word of caution. Never invest 
m attything just because it efies tax sav- 
ings. You should onty put your monq' 
into an investment because itsuiisyour 
purposes. Don't take risks you caimot 
afiic^ Make sure that whatever you 
look at meetsyour invesmentaimSL Af- 
ter'all, the higher the risk, the more 
chance there is that you could end up 
loang money. 

Whether you are loaldng to put away 

a lump mm or a F^lllar amfwmr carfi 

mont^ whether you want to invest for 
the long term -five years or more -> or 
.the short term, there axe various 
icchgmps on offer. In order to guideyoa 
through the sifting process, this suivity 


iftnire at some of the currentty available 
mftant of Tar-free investment 

When looking to tax-free invest- 
ment here are 10 rules to remember. 

■ Never invest more than you can af- 
ford. 

■ Don't invest just because of the tax 
benefits. 

■ Make sure you understand, and 
like, what you are investing in. 

■ Always compare charges. 

■ Look at past performance of various 
competitors - it will not forecast the 
future, but it may be the only guide 
youTl have. 

■ Some schemes axe complex, so gel 
finanrial advicc if you foel you need it. 

■ If seeking advice, qualified inde- 
pendent financial advisers ate best 

■ Some schemes, such as personal pen- 
aoDs, can be very inflexible, make sure 
younndeistand any penalties such as 
what happens if you stop payments. 

■ Make sure that you are happy to lock 
iq) yoor savings to what could be a long 
rime 

■Don't rush mto an investment just be- 
cause you fear the Budget could make 
chants. 


The Corporate Bond PEP 
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77je low cost 
high income PEP 


Legal & General have led the 
way in providing low cost, high 
performance PEPs to our 
customers. 

A glance at the table shows that 
we deliver unbeatable value, 
providing the low'est cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP 
on the market with annual 
niiinagement charges of only 
0.5"ti, with no initial charges on 
lump sum investments or 
withdrawal fees. . 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out 
more about Britain's best value 
Income PEP today. 
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Legal « General n^OS. 

Corporate Bond PEP 


71 % 
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NO initial charges 
NO withdrawal fee 

annual management charge 
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BEAT THE PEP DEADLINE 
IN TWO TICKS. 



172%* tax-free growth 


2% DISCOUNT 



You have until 12.00 noon on Saturday, April 4 to get the tsoc-free 
benefits of a 1997/98 PEP. And what better PEP than the Woolwich UK 
Stockmsffcet Rind PEP? 

The astute people who Invested In this PEP since launch in January 
1991 have seen their money grow by a st^gerir^ 172%*. That’s an average 
annual return of over 15.3X*. TheyVe also had the reassurance that the 
PEP Invests In British companies like Shell and BT. And remember, because 
PEPs are completety tax-free, they were aWe to keep every penny of ft 

You can invest as little as £25 a month or a lump sum of anything from 
£500 up to £6,000. WeTI even give you a special 2% discount on 
applications received before April 30t. 

The friendly advisers at any Woolwich branch will be happy to 
give you forther details. Alternatively, call us today for an Information 
pack quoting reference ISF14/3. For your security, telephone 
conversations may be recorded. 



e ns( MMEse B dM CBpawi Bond RM M K siraav iw no HB« mgt (Md MM emod or OJSU. 

Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 

0345 62 63 62 

intemst •ddresK http:Aiiininv.w(MhArichxo 4 ik 

THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN 
AS WELL AS UP. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE P^OR MAN CP^ 
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The first shot in 
a tax offensive 

Tax planners believe a Government crackdovyn on oflshore trusts means 
we are in for a tough Budget Paul Slade reports 



* 



The Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 

last week to bring forward on© 

of his planned Budget measure — 

<dosing an obscure but locrative tax 

loophole. 

The loophole allowed rich ofishore 
trust holders to save capital game tax 
(CCTT) bringing trusts set up 
before 1991 back onshore (see box for 
details). Although only a hundred 

people nse this procedure, the sums 

involved are huge. 

The Ireteuiy believes that by 
bringing this planned Budget 
measure forward 11 days to app^ 
from 6 March, it has saved up to £lbn 
in revenue wiiich otherwise would 
have been lost 

Most of the people benefiting from 
the loophole were company directors 
involved in management buyouts or 
directors of privatised companies, 
both of whom oonld see enormous 
gains on the shares th^ held. 

Whenever a Budget changp- 
this is antic^ted, the products to be 
barred are &antkaliy promoted on a 
“boy-DOw-while-stockS'last” 

Philip Harrison, tax partner at 
Eversheds, a national law firm, says: 
"Although this has been known about 


for years, it's only recently that it^ 
become prevalenL Some of the 
^edalist firms of tax ccmsultants 
have been mail-^liottuig peop le . I 
think what’s h^jpened is that it bad 
become too we0>kDown. and the 
Government decided to crack down 
on it." 

Tfan Jones, of accountants Arthur 
Andersen, st^ "It was a very 
complex manoenvre, invoMi^ very 
foru 7 professional fees. WsYe talkzitg 
about teaDy big gains here. One 
person could have £200m worth of 
gains. Capital gains tax oa at 40 
per cent, is fStat” 

Mr Jones and Mr Harrison agree 
that this move «Bipgggt« the 
Government will adopt a tough 
on other tax-planning measures. Mr 
Jones warns: "This flay the 
Government's intention to attack 
those trusts with shares in them vriiich 
are pr^oant with gains, and haven’t 
yet been liquidated.” 

Mr Harrison st^s: "The 
Govermnent is serious about putting 
a stop to this sort of thing. WteaO 
know that there have been pleo^ of 
people vriio have gcme in fin tax 
avoidance. 


"There have been lots of loopholes 
• enlir^ legal ones -and tlmre’s 
no way y on can argue with die 
Govermnent for ctosing some of 
those dowiL” 

A Heasniy qx>tesman s^‘ *nhe 
ChanceDor h^ ahvqs made it dear 
that the Government is er wiimhfftd to 
itvjfiwg at tax avoidance *nA /4o*mg 
kmpbdes in eadi BtuigeL This 
Bu^t is an c^portuniiy to see what 
finthm loofdioles or taz-avoklance 
measures need to be tackled.” 

The Chancellor is e^)eeted to use 
his Budget on 17 March ttt announce 
eonsuItatitMi on mtrodncmg a general 
anti-avoidanoe measure. form 
this could lake would be aOowing the 
Inland Revenue to disregard any . 
transaction if it believed the main 
purpose of that transaction wu to 
avoid tax. 

Mai^ experts fear a proton Vkt 
this would deter companies from 
mairtng perfectly innoceot tians- 
actioos, for fear the Revenue would 
accuse them of trying to dodge tax. 

Mr Kairison says a general 
measure would be workable only if 
the Revenue were prepared to clear 
planned transacdons m advance. 
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The average Fleming Investment Trust held in a 
PEP is 101 %• up over the last 5 years. 

And now you can save 1.5% right from the moment 
you invest in one. Thanks to these special offers. 
Fnr a limired period only there is no milial charge 
on lump sum investments. FREE share exchange, 
and our usual LOW ANNUAL CHARGE of just £25 
plus VAT per trust 

lie onlv Cha,s« ar* 1% on Aare dealing and !a» 
aamp dun' on purchase., plus any nariset sp«>d 

between buying and selling prices. 

MoWi-t "" 


■ There are 16 PEP eligible Fleming Investment 
Trusts, and you can invest up to £12,000 per 
person over this and the nest tax year. 

■ All oEEers must end SO ApriL So talk to us now. 
and make sure you take 100% advantage of this 
dppoituniiy. 



r>jmarnn,^amyt99S. 
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1 
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*‘Spaeiil offer'. The mlnlmuni bNestment b £600pm or £204)00 single mmftBn, (he year mMitnuim lifm or a ccwi lMM tpn stKh k £300pm plus £7500 single premtum. 
Call la fix aiMce on the best comWnttan lor jiw- ihls wplin to ril qutolfylflg PPft started btoora OSiOMB. tif fqr any leason yeuTe not ampletely sWIsfiad in the fbst 
toe jiean m will itfund all tie cto ige s Into your plan and txansfar the valua to anoUwr pnwMe* * } 0 ur choice. Eigle Star Life AsEuam CMigany Umltad Is regulated by (he 
Pereo ni l Inrartma n t Aidhorlty. Ws only gha advice on our own mdtcto. Fbr your mtecUon you xN to Eigla Star may ba re co rded. Full vnitlen «*<■«»» we auailatoe on request. 
Tbo vtoue of the pUo can fluctutoe (ran Ume to ttme and la not pi aia nlead. 
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look forward to suntty days, look back on a good investmenL’' 
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Rdax and feel the benefit of investing in the 
Gartmore Global PEP. 

Our choice of top quartile funds includes*: 
American Emerging Growth Fund 1st 
European Sdected Opportunities Fund 1st 
International Growth Fund 1st 

UK Capital Growtih Fimd 1st 

UK Smaller Companies Fund 1st 

Choice and flexibOxty at low cost from the 
UK's fifth largest unit trust company. 

The Gartmore Global PEP 
with free ISA transfer. 
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Venture into trusts 


Nfaiwinirstorsftiih large sums Gcnerous tax breaks mean VCTs are being hyped as PEP 

stunding in iheir personal equity 

plans rpEPsi arc being innn- substitutes. But wrftes Tonv Lvons, they're not without risks 

daicdbviheiradMserswithde- * * • 


tails of new venture capital 
trusts (VCTs) as an alteraaiive 
home for thetr money. 

The marketing men at tnan- 
agement groups bpecialisiog in 
smaller companies have un- 


uTapped a number of VCTs to 
tempt you to part with your 
money. While they all esctol 
the tax benefits of their invest- 
ment vuhide, ordioaiy investois 
should be wary of plunging in. 


And the tax beneGis an? so gm- 
erous that Gordon Brown may 
even be tempted to rein them 
in when be delivers his Buc^l 
Speech on Tuesday. 

The rules about VCT& are 


PREMIER ^ A 1 X G -S PI ,-V N 


FROM A NAME YOU KNOW 

o 



Looking for the potent i.il to make \*our saving grow? Take 
A look at the Scottish Widows Premier Savings Plan. It’s a 
Hlth profits endowment plan that's designed to cum an 
affordable monthly saving Into a substantia] lump sum in 
any time from ten to twenty years. 

O'er the lost ten wars, we have achieved an averse 
gnnvth of up to 9.4'iu'p.a. - if a man ^d 24 had started saving 
£5U a month ten years ago, today he could be receiving a 
cheque for £.9,7721’ You can save from JL50 a month from ten 
up to menrv veors. So if you want to moke your savit^ work 
harder, find out more todav. 



YOURS FREE 

WHEN YOU REPLY! 

This elegant pen and pendl set is 
^V 0 urr FREE nhenjrou Jiod out more 
PLUS El 5 worth Marks 4. Spencer 
voudias when you start saving! 

SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


(Mued in Scruiidi Wldowf' Fuad and Life Akninncc Society, a mutual oompoi^. Regulated by cfae Penonal bnesemeM Auihority. 


C'M.L \0\V ON 


0845 845 5000 




NO COST • NO OBLIGATION • NO SALESPERSON WILL CALL 
RrmniiniScngkh Wdiww,Ctw> wc »S en >icaDc7Mniiiem, FREEPOST EH2920. 16 BemaidSg M L8^»h«»gb£m SPA 

Open la UK residunu only. Only one pen and pendl wi per hausehald, 

Surnama iMi.liici'MiaKMal 
Firs! NamaCil 


Addrms 


Postcode 


Telephone Wo. tweik/liBiiiei 


Male D Femele D 


Date at Birth (MosUnum age a< aiwy sei I 


1fl 


Wr •• lli i*«n lut* tuu naaic oad tulibm anIbUc ui «h«r ngpiiilivltwi llea en i. w* will ‘ ' ■Oj idl ofceei aar |i»u4urii aoul tcrtkei wklek i 
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ua Aiieibh WiikmV unkraaedniQiil' currwai laa Lm and Inlmd Rewnue pnedoe -ihv ouy <hac^ la fbnire. 


quite complex- They were in- 
troduced in the 1995 Budget to 
stimuinte investment in amall 
companies, either new start-ups 
or ones too tiny be listed on the 
Stock Exchange. 

Currently, if you invest in 
VCTs, you will receive all the 
income from and growth in the 
value of the shares tax free. Up 
to £100, (XX) a year per person 
can be invested in VCQ. In ad- 
drcton, you wilt qualify for 20 per 
cent tax relief on the mcmey you 
put in providing you bold the 
VCT shares for at least five 
years. You wOL, however, only 
benefit fiom this tax leGefff you 
invest in new shares. And the tax 
benefits don't stop there. 
Wealthy investors also benefit 
from what is called roU-over 
reUef. This means that if you 
have made a healthy profit 
fioffl investments elsewhere, if 
you invest this money in a VCT 
you can defer the gains unto the 
time when you sell the trust’s 
^ares. 

So it’s not suiprisiog that 
new VCTs are currently on of- 


fer from the likes of Murray 
Johnstooe, which alreatfy runs 
two other fimds; Guioness 
Flight: Elderstreet: (Oxford 
Ihehsology and some six or so 
other groups. In particular, 
th^ are trying to woo iovestois 
with significant sums alrBatfy 
saved in PEFs who are worried 
about the proposed lifetnne 
«is »p of £S0^X)0 on Individual 
Sa^g Aeeouals (ISAs) when 
they are intioduc^ nmd year 
and PEFs go <Mit of existence. 

But don't rush into buying a 
VCT just because of hs tax ben- 
efits. These are high-risk in- 
vestmeats. The managers can 
only buy into companies worth 
less than £10m. They may well 
be new enterprises in innovaiive 
fu-tech or biotedmology areas. 
By their wiy nature, email and 
start-up companies are more 
likely to go beDy up than their 
larger competitors. 

It can take a manager time to 
find a range of suit^le invest- 
meats for his fund. He or she 
may well want to have 20 or 30 
com/^nies in the portfolio to 
give a reasonable spread and 
protection against any posable 
frflure. Under the niies, they 
mu^ invest TQ per cent of their 



Maison Blanc has grown by 400 per cent since venture capitalists invested £560,000 


assets in qualifying shares with- 
in three years, can include 

companies 00 the Alternative In- 
vestzDeat Market, or mvestors 
lose their tax breals. In fact, 
none of the eacEting fiinds are 
fully invested. 

If you are keen to invest in 
th& area, you must be pre- 
pared to lock in your money for 
at least the five years to get the 

tav n4tefe- fitrlring rtwi ri g ht fiinri 
is cruciaL If you pick a dud in- 
vestment, selling the VCT 
shares can be problem. If it's 


within five years of pundiase, 
you will to repay any in- 
come-tax leliet And dnee only 
new VCT shares qualify for fuiJ 
income- tax relief and the right 
to defer s pi ral pins tax, it will 
be difficult to find a buyer. This 
is why the shares in cjdsting 
VCB trade at weQ betow net as- 
set value. 

Management groups with 
ftgper risfe in funding start-up 
companies may not be general- 
ly welt-known household names 
with private mvestors. This is 


why you will probably need ex- 
pert indepeo^nt financial ad- 
vice to find them. If you need a 
financiid adviser, Promo- 
tions (0117 971 1177) can pul 
you in touch with some in your 
area. Among the management 
groups with VCTk who have 
plenty of experience in venture 
capital and hove large enough 
funds are Advent (0171-630 
9S11), Baronsmead (017l-6(X) 
6655). Murray Johnstone (0800 
2899TC) and Guinness Right 
(0171-522 2111). 


Make use of your last chance to pick up a Tessa 


Should investors lock Tbssas (tax- 
exempt special savings accounts) out 
of bed now the Government has an- 
nounced that they wall be abolished 
to make way for the Individual Sav- 
ings Accounts (ISAs) in April 1999? 
Tlie short answer is no. 

Ibssa will keep ber charm r|gbi up 
untfl midni^t on 4 April 1999. Since 
1991, thanks to the then cfaanoeOor 
John Major. Tessa holders have been 
allowed up to salt away up to £9,(KK1 
out of the taxman's teach; £3,000 m 
> :ar one, £1,800 in yeas two, three 
and four, and £600 in year five. 

Savers with a Tbssa maturing after 
five years may reinvest the full 
£9,000 capital into a foUow-on Tbssa, 
alAou^ they not use the same 
route for reiiivesting the income. 

As they were designed to encour- 
age long-term savings, the tax break 
on the interest applies onfy to mon^ 
left in for tbe full five-yearieizD, 
something thm ISAs will aim to reo- 


Tessas vwl! remain attractive to investors up until 
4 April 1999. Richard Shacldeton explains \Afhy 


Ufy widi their open-ended invest- 
ment terms. 

Unlfite an ordinary bank or build- 
ing soriefy savings account. Thssss 
usually pay a higher rate of interest, 
fixed over the life of the accounL But 
snth rates seemingly on the rise again 
the relative advant^ has either 
narrowed or even disappeared alto- 
gether. Savers hoping to grab Tessas' 
higher rate fbra fewyearsmtgfat not 
be put off by this although they could 
be hit by the eariy vrithdrawal penal- 
ties imposed by many providers. 

compensate for the <4tanging 
interest rate climate, some providers 
have brought out “escalator” Tessas, 
winch give pn^essrwiy higher rates. 
For instance, Woolwich pays 5.75 per 
cent IS the &st ye^, followed by 
640 per oen4 7 per cent^ 8 per cent . 


and 9 per cent in years two to five. 

Another innovadon has been the 
equify-linked Tessa, which allows in- 
vestors a limited aposuce to the 
stock market, i«mg derivative instni- 
meols tied to a UK market index, 
typically the FTSE 100. HSBCVhCd- 
tand, Brfrtol & Whst, Birmingham 
Kfidslures and Abbey National all 
offer this sort of produa. But equity^ 
linked Tbssas either have steep 
penalties if the monqr is needed l)e- 
fote the five years are up or do not 
permit withdrawals at aULTli^ also, . 
of course, expose investors to ri^ 

So how should savers view the 
transition period between Tessas and 
ISAs? Un^r the current proposals, 
ai^ Thssa started before S April 19^ 
wiD be allowed to run its ftiG five- 
years, with no loss of tax breaks. 


Once the Tessa matures, savers will 
be able to transfer whatever they ac- 
crued in the account - although not 
the interest earned - into an ISA so 
long as the transfer does not take 
them over the proposed overall cap 
on ISA investments. 

Savers will, therefore, fall into 
two camps; those who can transfer 
their Ib^ cash into an ISA, and 
those who are caught out by the life- 
time cap. However, and this is the 
key point, neither group wQI really 
be mudi worse off. Savers who can 
transfer their Tbssa money without 
e;meeding the ISA limit in are in ex- 
actfy the same position now as they 
were before ISAs were announced. 

Savers who think the lifetime cap 
will stop them transferring their Tb^ 
sa rash into an ISA will still benefit 
from five years* tax-free interest. The 
only thing they will lose is the ijght 
to rolJ over their lapiial into a new, 
tax-free account > 


*So<rrc(K Micropol. elttt (o bM. gross income relcrvesied, from 2612/96 to 2/3/98. Post performance Is not neecssarty a gukfc to the futura. TTie value 
of your investment may fall as well as rise and is not guaranteed. You may not get back the Rill amount Invested. Please be aware ol the Governments 
proposed lax changes. tPEPs will no longer exist alter April 1999. At this poini the Government Intends to introduce a new uw-effldent Individual 
Savings Account (ISA). At present, a fimfi of CSO.OOO (s proposed for contributions including transfen of existing Investments to an ISA. Howevee 
the consultation process Is not yet complete and the exact details of the ISA may change. **The offer b a 1% dixouni on Use initial charges when 
vou apply direct and invest a lump sum Into the Capiul Growth PEP. This offer Is available for investments received before 3 April 1998. 
Alliance (t Leicester pk. Registered Office: *9 Park Lane. London W1Y 4EQ. Registered in England. Company No: 3263713. Authorised as ■ bank 
pursuant to the Banking Act 1987. Member ol the British Bankers Association. The Alliance & Leicester Marketing Croup, consisting ol 
Alliance B leKcsier pic and Alliance B Leicester Lite Assurance Company Limited, which are regulated by the Personal Investment Authorlt)t and 
Allwnce B Leicester Unit Trust Managers Umltcd, which is regulated IMRO, only selb US own life assurance, pension, unit trust and PEP products. 
Fof security and framing purposes all telephone calls between you and Alliance B Leicester or it^ subsidiaries may be recorded/monitored. 


ALLIANCE & LEICESTER CAPITAL GROWTH PEP 


Our latest 
PEP re 

Could our PEP performance make 
more of your savings? 

Our PEP record now leoUires an even better 
performance. The Alliance £t Leicester CofNtal 
Growth PEP has produced a retum of 51.1%* 
since launch in February 1 996. 

In fact, £6,000 invested on 26th February 
1996 would hove grown to be worth 
£9,067 os at 2nd March 1998.* And aK the 
returns are completety free of UK taxes.^ 

The Alliance &t Leicester Capital Growth 
PEP gives your savings the growth 
potential of the stock market together 
with the reassurance of Alliance & Leicester, 
a name you can trusti 

■ 51.1%* growtit since launch 

■ UK tax-free returns* 

■ Invest a lump sum of £1,000 up to £6,000, 
or regular monthly contributions from £50 to £500 

■ Regular top quartile performance 

■ Access to your money whenever you want 

Find out more about our latest PEP record. For full details, 
complete and return the coupon bdow to A/iiaiKe & Leicester 
PEPs Direct, PO Box 263, Leicester LEI SRR or phone us FREE on 

0800 056 8000 
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1 me marafnformatton About tile A>U«nce& Leicester Capital Growth PSP. 
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Jritie Siininofi'j 


John Richards 



(\licola Horlick 


PEPs. Our figures 
speak for themselves 


*We have put together the beet inveetment teem 
that f have ever worked with, wholly committed to 
rile higheet standards of mvestment parfbnnence and 
cSent service.'* FBeola Horfhk 

*The UK market has never been as (nteresting 
as it is now, with excellent opportunities for the 
experienced stockpicker,*^ AsfsrSea6mo«ir 

*Wa believe in equities as the best long-term 
mvestment end fn active management as the most 
rewarefing way to Invest in equities.' Joim fOphards 

'*Our aim is to detrver index-besting performance, 
regardiess of market conditions.* Jane ^itmons 


JSWW M I laWOCCITiwwn Mbioi Tliei W KH H 
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Investors have the securi^ of knowing that SocGen 
Asset Management Is backed by Soddte G6n6rale, 
8 leading intemationel bank with assets of £238bn. 

You can invest from £50 per month or with a 
minimum lump sum of £1,000. Investments made by 
17th March will qualify for a 2% discount on the initial 
charge, so act quickly. 

For more information on the SocGen UK Growtii 
Unit Trust and PEP, talk to your financial adviser, return 
the coupon or call us free now on the number below, 
quoting reference i 1 ^. 

0800 88 77 75 


□ On AeMce Aa MWi IMne t«w w kr A« 6 m. wur 
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The shape of things to come 
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The benefits of being 
in a 




Personal equity plan (PEP) 
. managers and Tessa providers 
are looldng anziousty towards 
. the Budget as Gordon Brown 
ise^pectedtoreJeasetbefiillde- 
tails of the new lodividu^ Sav^ 
, g ii^i^ixoimfs(lSAs),wfiidiwill 
replace the ezisling taz-e£ 6 - 
cient investments plans. For 
' frieodlysodeties,howe\«r,tbe 
new accounts will represent an 
. opportunity. 

The Chancellor has already 
announced tfiatfriendty societies 
'• wiDbeabletoofEerlSAs,inad- 
dition to tiieir existzng tax-free. 
'' lOyear savings {dans. It in efiect 
means that they win be able to 
compete on more or less level 
terms with the institutions 
- when it comes to attracting 
savers. However, the dianoes of 
friend^ sodeties ^^endtng iiias- 
r- sive amounts on advertising any 
• new ISAs are slim. In reality. 
* they are likety to continue of- 
fering their members a rai^ of 
products with few hills or costs. 

At the heart of the fiiendly 
society deal is the 10 -year sav^ 
. ings plaiL These accounts are 
able to offer tax-free savings be- 
cause they contain an element 
of life assurance. 

‘Trieodty societies provide a 
nicety pac±a^ sarings laodnct 
which grows tax-free," says 
Barry Chambers, marketing 
director at Family Assurance, 
one of the leading sodeties. *A 
lot of people eannazk the ga-gh 
for a particular event, such as 
wedifrng anniversaiy cdebra- 
tions, or just some carii for chn- 
dren or univeraty costs.” 

The Government is keen to 
' encourage people to have ade- 
quate life assurance and that is 
why the plans are granted tax- 
free status. Howevo', the life as- 
surance element of the plan s 
pretty »nall and the accounts 


The tax-breaks that the fiiendly movement can offer their savers 
will be extended when ISAs arrive. Simon Read reports 


are generally scdd as savii^ 
schemes. 

The maximum ' monthty 
amount yon can put into a 
fiiendty society 10 -year savii^ 
plan is £25y or saira can invest 
up to £270 ayeaf. Tb get the fan 
tax-free status, the plans must 
be niaintaioed for 10 years - 
in eady could nM»an 0 
tax liat^tyOT the return of less 
than you've paid in. 

'Worse, if the plan is dosed 
before 12 montfaty payments 
have been made, thera will be 
no return of cash at all Tlus is 
because of the life assuzaoce 
element Payments in the eaity 
yearaped cimmantty gotowante 
paying the cfaaigra of foat How- 
ever, some of the cash will also 
be invested mi yraxr behalf to eo- 
sure a payout after 10 yeaxs. 
The investment is 


\ty profesrional fond maiw^^r s 
who use tfadr e^iertise to get 
maiinanro returns. In effect, tiie 
plans work in exactty the «"ic - 
way as endowment policies 
u4iere some of the ptamoms pay 
for the life cover, and the rea is 
invested on your behalf. 

Returns on the friendty so- 
ciety i^lans wfll be hh by the cost 
of life cover and ggpenses and 
diaigest althou^ tiendty so- 
cieties - SQuig by critkim about 
the azB of charges -have been 
working hard to rednce cott as 
tmieh as possible.. 

However, an illustration 
from Homeowners frfendty so- 
ciety shows that someone m- 
vesting the wip*inu»n amount 
eafJh month - 3,000 over 10 
years - would pay £598 in de- 
ductkuB, pixidudqg a real effect 




■ 
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Howto 
credit 

The rules on how 
lenders advertise 
their loans are set 
to change. John 
Andrew reports 

At loog last the DqMTtment 
of Tlade and Indu^xy (OTl) 
is takmg a serious look at the 
regulations which prescribe 
the w^ in vriiich mortgages 
are promoted. l,ast month 
the D7T published a oonsul- 
taiion paper, "Qaiification 
and Simplificatioa of UK 
Consumer Credit Law”. 

If the proposals are m- 
troduced, it will end years of 
confusion for the consumer. 
The coDcqit of the annual 
percentage rate of charge, 
more commooty known as 
the APR, was introduced in 
1974. It was designed as a 
yardstick representing the- 
true cost of credit includiag, 
for example, aity arrange- 
ment fee and the cost of 

taldng legal charges to secure 

the boiTowing. 

In 1980 regulations were 
introduced requiring - the 
APR to be shown in all credit 
advertisements featuring an 
interest rate. The message 
was clear and precise: be- 
cause lenders "must catailate 
their APR according to the 
sflnM» qjgcial rules, you can 
compare one type of credit 
aitta another”. In a oulsheQ, 
“the lower the APR, the bet- 
ter the credit deal”. 

In 1989 these legulatioos 
were “simplifi ed and modern- 
ised'’. Sadty, there was no at- 
tempt to cover new pnxkicts 

— mmnty fixed morigsgBS — and 

there was a oooq^ete (fisr^g^ 
for the new ways in which 
credit was being promoted. 

Uwl ring back, his incredulous 

Vlfesbninster, the DTI and 
ilte OFTdid not reopgpoe th^ 
promoting cr^ii on TV js 
different from advertiang in 
the written word. 

With DO guidelines as to 
how to promote fixed-rate 
mor t gages the iadustiy de- 
vised its own method. It was 
decided to base the APR on 
the fixed rate for the period 
that ihe rate was ib«d, fol- 
lowed by the leader’s stan- 


fix 


dacdvaiiaUe rate for the rest 
of die mortg^ term. This 
had the blessing of Lacots, 
the organisation of the xia- 
tiou's ’Boding Standsids Of- 
ficers (TSOs). 

AH went at first, Then 

one or two lenders, argued 
that a fixed mortgage could 
be followed by another. They 
therefore ba^ the APR for 
their fixed-rate mortgages 
on the fixed rate for the en- 
tire term of the mortgage. 

Nat^ihst was one of the 
lendecswho took this new ap- 
inoach. A TSO in Devon 
took exception and success- 
fully brou^t a prosecutioo, 
but tins was overturned in 
June 1993 by the Court 

The natfon's TSOs were 
sbell-shocted, e^pedalty as 
their counsel warned that 
this method could result in 
some lenders seewing an 
advantage by Qffermg a very 
low rate of inteie^ for a short 
period and calculating its 
APR on diat basis for the eor 
tire loan. 

Depute hs coocenis, I.a- 
cots issued a statement to its 
members qiggesiing that it 
would be acc^table for 
lenders to calculate the APR 
for credit offers vdiere there 
was an initial period of dis- 
count, on the baas that the 
riiamiin t applied to the entire 
period of the loaxL 

Enter the period erf deepty 
discounted mortgages - only 
1A9 per cent (APR 1.5per 
cent) for first 12 months. As 
the rate would rev^ to the 
borrower!s variable standard 
rate after a year^ logicalty the 
yardstidc should have been 
nearer APR 9 per cent 

The DU is now isopos- 
ing that there should be cobt- 
sistency, vrith lenders baring 
thdr APR on the discounted 
rate for .the period' of the 
lower rate and on thdr sian- 
Har H variable itde for the 

remainder <rf the time. 

The DU is to be con- 
gratulated on its propos^ ' 
However, its consultation 
should be extended to also 

cover tbe w^ credit cards are 
piOmOied. Currenity, U lakes 
a genius to decide which 
piece of plastic is the better 
buy. Let’s a level 

f jriri for all forms of cr^it - 

not just part of it' 


of a £970 deduction frran their 
• fund. These deductions would 
bring iiivestiDBatgiowdi of 9per 
cent down to just 4.7 per cent 
a yeac. Haxdty headimfi teninis. 

Qd Ihe ocher haii^iiotn&zig 
a friendty society, sawngs pfaii 
meaus lorii^ Out on the lax ben- 
efits. lEA PromotuM, a market- 
mgbodypiamotingmdqiendeirt 

fii i a n ria t 

people aheady saMn^vntii an en- 
dowment polky are wasting 
£S0m a year in tax by not saving 
in a frieiidty society. 

'Hbo many people oveiiook 
friendty societies when phntniig 
thmr savings and investments," 
ssys David '(Vhite, head of sales 
and markeimg at Tunbridge 


Write EqnitabJe. 'As farces us- 
ing tax-free premium al^. 
lowanees' is concerned,; my 
advice is use h or lose it" 

There are, in fact, bun dreds 
of friendly sodeties around the 
country, tiut only a few offer 
products to the general piriilic. 
Most nstrict themselves to pfo- 
viding a range of benefits for 
their menibezs. 

- ThissbowsitselfmthBmem- 
beza^ ^ires of frieodty sod- 
eties - 6 nnliion people are part 
of the movement but only 1.5 
miDioq have a tax-free savings 
plaiL The lazgest national frieix^ 
ty society Is Liverpool Victoria. 

T/v>Hng ahead, the sod- 
eties woiild like to see an in- 


crease in the amount of carii 
pec^e can save in their 10 -year 
stKrjngs plaiL “Wb would like to 
see the ChanceDor inoease the 
lanit,” says Mr Chainbeas. ”The 
accounts are very attractive lo 
maity people like the dis- 
c^line of having to save z^- 
la^. An increased limit would 
improve the attraetion.” 

In the meantime, the larger 
societies are geaemg foemsetvea 
up for tile launch of ISAs next 
year. Maity aheatty have ISA- 
reatty accounts, but haven’t been 
making a big none about tiiem. 
“Well be concentrating on of- 
fezing the accounts to our loyal 
eustomeis." says Mr Chambers. 

The Jndependeni's 'Guide to 
MaJdng^burJiwestments 
for ybu\ sponsor^ bj^Wideyan 
Assunmee, eon be obteuted ty 
sending in the coupon on page 4. 




The BFS Geared IncotrtB PEP \f3pped 
the Fabn^ 1998 DaBy Telegra^ 
PEP guide with 6396 growth over one 
year (with income rdnvested). 

To find out more about this top- 
performing PEP, please call us on 
01483 237773. 



income 
per annum 

^ 01483 237773 


The Investment Trust Specialists 
REGUlArB3ByMHO 
VWAa Lndos ^wm, Goose Rya noaa 
Worptaadon, Swey GU3 3RO 
^ta^Med^enanraWyiaUen laeBBbaseaen 
tMf)iSoaefGamad»iecfmOidhevsheies^SiSSp 

Ibe Braked HnaneW Saivfeea pie. 
freepost, White Loege ^rni, Goose Rye 
Road, MtorpiBsdon Suney GU3 SBA 
Pteese aend me U dstalB of the BFS Geared 
tneomeP^G Other kwestmant Trust 
opporttfStes □ 
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tSufajea to'Cevenuteat 
feguhtkML /Source: 
Mtaopal/LaiM, on an 
offer n bid basis baaed on 
an PEP daises wUiffau 
incoaie le-imeMed fiom 
m.U.95 Oegal ftOeMol 
dnee iaiiodi} lo (&03.9S- 
Past pafemBoce is OM 
aeoesntlly s ^de to 
future perfORiiuioe. FIrmd 
' 06.04.99-tax aedtes wiD - 
no tager be able to be 
rcAbned by PEft 
bivcsdiig hi equdy baaed 
. uith (lURS. Bodi (^Aal 
and IcKncne values any 
go down as wdl as iq> 
and you my nec gel 
bade die amouni 
tn w es Bed. AD onyarlsans 
of -online 10 PERs 
fancBbig wtaoDy In unit 
' truA PbD miu a t 
aie avalUde on request. 

AUsa u emew s are amea 
asai(&re>9a The 
Gomaniem pufaUthed a 
oonsuhadtre d namir a t lii 
Deceniber.1997 on 
propoeils to IntBvldual 
'SMqs Aoeoitt QSAs) 
n be launebed In jqvO 
1999. The (enos md 
Dtrtcs to co u A tla g an 
adtengPEP faitoan ISA 
are be^ OQDSidered as 
pm oT the eoosuhadim. 
legaf & Oeeeal (Otrecti 
- United. R^tssered In 
Engbiid No. Z7Q2060. 
Beghwted Offkn Ibnqile 
CouK, U Queen Vtoorta 
Street, Lofutoi EG4N 4TP. 
Sepresentadve ofdy of 
the Legal A Ooieia] 
niketing group, 
oioaibes of «4ildi are 
legldBied by die Paaonal 
tavesoBent Audtority and 
. (MRO for tfre purposes of 
levooiowndngi advising 
on and selling Ble 
jauraneeand investiiMnt 
products beutng 
le^ ft GeneoTs name. 


Since its launch over two years ago this 
Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & General 
has proved that it offers PEP investors * 

superb performance and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index, the 
most comprehensive measure of the UK 
stock market. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 
invested in this PEP at launch would now 
be worth £10;i04* compared to just £9,313* 
in the average UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial chiarges deducted, more of 
your money is invested at the outset for 
riiaxiraum growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the value for 
money is outstanding. 


Legal & General 



NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our irch site at irun J.fniilG.coni 


Find i>ut uiore nan - 


phone free 


050011 6622 





Sam to 8pm u eekilays. 
ham to Cypm ireekends. 


Pteesee quote rqfi C4DJ1B 


l^yourpntteban 
endiaauMemto 
deal (vttb 4HCTlcf 
lAor mq,' ortir eoCi 
wUnsi«df>'te‘ 
Teour^eand 
Mfidwn^ monltararf. 





I would like more Informxiion 
about die legal St Ceneial Index-Tcacking 
PEP. Post to; Legal St Geoeial (Direct} limited, 
FR E E PO ST SWC0467, Cardiff CFl 1 W. 

If you already have any PEP Imestment, 
please tick here Q. 

We nay tctephoiw you lo makr Acre InfomaUon 
requie^d h3K antv<.*d safely. Now and iben, we 
aof teB }vu about otber pioducu or servtoea 
offaed by ihe legal ft CeneraJ Group of 
r vwri p , n ^ fha t we bcUevc loay be of iftepjst to- 
you. If you would prefer not to receive this 
cardufiy sdeoed inJbreutlan, pkare dde bee O. 
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Looking for 
a new haven 


The end of PEPs has prompted a rush for lesser known tax-free 
investments. Juliet Oxborrow looks at some options 


PEP investors will be keenly 
waiting for Tuesdi^ Budget to 
find out whether th ey be 
ftxced fo bansfer their rcPs into 
ISAs. Oc, as has been mooted, will 
the Chancellor adst- 

ing schemes and aflow investors 
to Stan afresh wiA their ISA 
allowance? Whatever Gordon 
Brown announces, rt is unlikebf 
tnvcntKs can st back and relax. 

One lucrative haven for in- 
vestors likely to exceed the 
proposed ISA limit is a pension. 
Provided you have the net rel- 
evant earning money moved 
into a pension will receive tax 
relief at your highest rate of in- 
come tax. So a M per cent tax- 


payer w*ho puts £1,000 into a 
penaon receives a further con- 
tdbutioo of £666.67 from foe tax 
man. Invesmrs with a large po- 
tential ISA excess can max- 
imise the amount th^r can put 
into their pension by canying 
forward unused tax relief from 
the previous six years. 

Bad news in the Budget on 
liiesday could be the ab^tion 
of hi^ier-rate tax reUef on pen- 
sion contributions, leaving only 
basic and lowBT-nte telie£ Even 
so, this would still a£l,000 
pension investment an imme- 
diate uplift of up to £298. 

Investors considering fol- 
lowing Geoffrey Robinson's ex- 


ample and moving investments 
offshore should ^ erqrert 
advice before ddng so. OCytore 
tovesinienis areofifeted by mai^ 
well-known UK financaal prov- 
ident but ufoile offshore havens 
like the Qtaimel the Isle 

of Man and Bermuda aiad Lox- 
embourg ate outside tiie UICs 
tax i^ime, they can te used 

to defer UK tax, not to avoid it 
oon^etely. 

For example, offshore sav- 
ings accounts can pay mterest 
gross but interest must he de- 
clared on the lelevantyeai^ tax 
return and paid in due course. 
The one big advantage is that 
imtQ the deadline to pay the tax 



Haven on earth: 
Bermuda, where 
investments 
ij}s3ppear from the 
taxman 


arrives, you can be arnitig in- 
terest on the taxable element. 

Offrhore savings accounts 
whb decent rates of inters in- 
clude Bdtannia Intecoational 90- 
Day Notice, p^ing 7B5 per cent 
gn)8S on fldiboO, whidi requires 


90 notice for withdrawal, 
and, needing 30 days less notice. 
Northern Rock (GuemsQ') Off- 
shore 60, whidi p^ 7.6S per 
cent gross on £ 10 , 000 . 

OSdiore toll-iq> funds, foe 
nearest of&hore equivalent to 


PEPs and unit trusts, can defer 
tax fora longer period of time. 
Returns accumulate the 
fund so DO tax is payable until 
the fund is cash^ in. At this 
point, th^ are charged to in- 
come tax. This means tax can be 
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Fund Manager 

% Growth p.a. 
since 1/3/91 

Ranking 

Britannia Nfanagod Porttofio 

15-Br'n 

( 

Portfolio Fund of Funds 

• 1472% 

2 

Fidelity MoneyBuilder Plus 

14.71% 

3 

Morgan GrotfeU Managed 

14^% 

4 

Royal life Managed 

14.44% 

5 

Royal & SunAUiance Portfolio 

1437% 

6 

FTSEIOO 

13.47% 

7 

Prudential Managed Trust 

1230% 

8 

S&P Master Fund 

1230% 

9 

TSB Selector 

1230% 

9 
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deferred for many years, pr- 
imps unta the investor retires 
and moves into a lower tax 
bretfoet, or moves abroad and 
outside of the UK tax regime. 

Income seekers looking off- 
shore can opt for distribution 
funds. However, as with off- 
shore deposit accounts, tax is 
p^ble on these every year 
when income is distributed 
An alternative income geo- 
erator is an ofEshore insurance 
bond Returns aocuxmilaie in the 
bond, but up to 5 percent a year 
canbewithdiawaasinoQoae.11ix 
is not payable on withdrawals 
ontil the bond is encashed 
However, UK insurai^ 
bonds can.ato offer 5 per cent 
income and, according to Paul 
Botti of indqaendent financial 
adviseis Beny, Biicfa & Noble: 
“Tbey can be more attractive 
than tbeir affrhore equivalents. 
With ondiote insuxance bonds, 
tax is only paid m foe difference 
between bi^ier-rate and basic- 
late tax, because the bond has 
been ta^ ioiemaOy foioiigbout 


the investment term. Offshore 
bonds can suffer the full higher- 
rate of tax on encashment.'' 

Although the panic is now 
on to keep investments as tax- 
effident as possible, investois 
should conrider whether they 
are actually prone to tax. Wbr- 
lying about tax is a mis[daced 
eoooem for maior, as few breach 
the capital gains allowance 
lixntt, cuneotiy £6,500 for the 
1997/1998 financial year, at 
vriiich this tax is paya^. 

By realising gains gradually 
overaperiod ^yeais, most in- 
vestors can ensure foeir m- 
vestment profits remain under 
the taxable threshold Couples 
can make the most of foeir tax 
aUowances 1^ allocating assets 
between them. Married couples 
have an advantage in that they 
can swap assets without it 
counting as a diqiosal for tax 
purposes. Income tax is harder 
to avoid Consequeutiy, many 
investors wiU want to think 
about keeping tbeir PEPs and 
ISAs first a^ foremost for 
income-bearing investments. 

Finally, Mr Boni warns that 
wifo inail^ at their current hi^ 
peals invesCois should be look- 
ing to consolidate foe growth 
they have made so far, in case 
foemaikettakBsa(five.‘‘rdooii- 
ader tzansfetring to a protected 
investment such as foe Legal & 
Geoeial's Growth & Protection 
PEP” he says. “It tnads four 
worid stock markets and guar- 
antees to return your ori^al 
c^tal at the end of ax years.” 

7heauthorised&orof*Personal 
Finance magazme\ 


Get your PEPs 
while stocks last 

It's riot too late to start saving in a PER 
Sarah Barinim ^^laihs how" tfi^' work 


If you are a regular reader 
of die financial pages, you 
win be no Strang to tte 
personal equity plan (PEP). 
Although its demise is im- 
minent, it still iqTresents 
one of foe best ways to in- 
vest in the stodc market. 

PEPs enableyou to 
invest in shares or collective 
investment vehicles, sudi as 
. unit and investment trusts, 
free of income and capital 
gains' tax. Eadi year you 
can put up to £6,000 in 
what is known as a general 
PEE In additioa, you can 
put up to £3,000 in a single 
company PEP, whidi can 
hold ordinary shares in one 
UK or EU company. You 
are only allowed one of 
each of these PEPs per tax 
year. 

There is no Tnmhnum 
investment stipulation but, 
in practice, most providers 
win not permit investments 
of less than £1,000 for lump 
s ums or £50 fc^ monthly 
coatributiom. 

PEPs do not have a fixed 
time ^an and you are free 
to cash in your investments 
whenever you dioose. But 
to ensure you recover from 
any stock market setbacks, 
you should regard a PEP as 
areJativi^ long-term 
commitmeut. 

A general PEP allows 
you to invest up to £6,000 in 
foe foflowing investments: 

■ Ordinary and preference 
shares of companies listed in 
the UK or on a recognised 
EU stock exchange. 

■ Fixed-mterest securities of 
UKcornpanies (beita-knowQ 
as corporate bonds). 

■ Unit trusts, investment 
trusts and open-ended in- 
vestment companies (Oeics), 
vriiicb are at least 50 per cent 
invested in either or both of 
the above assets: these are 
known as ‘'qualifying funds". 

■ “Non-qualifjdng” unit 
trusts, ioves&nent trusts and 
Oeics (those that don’t meet 
foe 50 per cent rule); how. 
ever, these can only anmimi 
for a quarter, up to a maxi- 
mum of £1,500, of your ge n- 
eral PEP xnvesaoent. 

If you are a first time 
investor, or cannot srnmanh 
dramatic fluctuations in the 


value of your funds, you 
should look to invest in 
pooled vehicles such as unit 
trusts and investment trusts 
rather going directly into 
equities. Th^ S^ve you 
diveisification and reduce 
your exposure to risk. 

You should also be 
cautious if you are about to 
dip a toe into shares for the 
first time as the market has 
recentfy been experiencing 
record peaks. Although this 
growth in share prices 
shows no signs yet of 
abating, you are buying 
shares at a time when the 
market is expenrive. 

If you do not want to be 
oq) 0 ^ to the full thrills 
ai^ spQIs of the stock 
market, you may wish to 
consider guaranteed or 
corporate bond PE^ 
Guaranteed PEPs provide a 
degree of protection 
stock markets falling whfle 
corporate bond PEF^ 
provide a fixed return. 

For those brave enough 
to invest m equities, Doug 
Brodie, director of indefH 
endent financial adviser 
PEPmaster, recommends 
' making regular contrib- 
utions. As be points out; 
The danger of lump sums 
is tbat you could be buying 
into the market when it is 
at its most expensive 
whereas, with regular 
moathfy savings, you can 
guarantee that one of your 
premiums will be within 15 
days of the lowest price 
during foe year.” 

However, not everyone 
will benefit from having a 
PEP. Charges can vdpe out 
the tax breaks for lower 
rate income-tax payers. 
There is also some doubt as 
to whether you are likely to 
make much money 1^ 
mvesting at the moment. 

“The litmus test to 
deciding vifoethcT to invest 
in equities is do you think 
that the market is very 
i^gb? The PEP onfy works 
on the basis of profit If 
you think there is no profit 
to be made then it's a waste 
of time," says Mr Brodie. 

The author is edUor of •What 
Investment'. 
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A man, a 
dream, a plot 

Mix hi-tsech internet and lo-tech elbow grease 
and you can save thousands, writes Mary Wilsori 


Pot together the Intenoet and a plot of 
land and you have two h^^sdf-boDd 

couples. Peter and Linda '\^nceat had 
been hunting jEor thdr pecfea plot for 
almost tbiee years, wlun they discov^ 
exed abeautzful site for sale Dear Stme, 
in Dartmouth. They iwH deoded to 
buildahousedesigDedbyPottonlim- 
hed, q)ecialises in timber-fra^ 

kits. But this ate had planning for two 
fbur-bediDcxn bungalows, not one. 

*Tt was also far too lai^ and too 
e^>eiisiye,” says Peter, “but we were 
determined to bi^ xL” Peter and 
I Jnda had been Kv ing in xhe MSdlands 
but wanted to move to south Devon. 
Th^ had looked at lots of houses, all 
ofvAidi needed wic^ Then diqr went 
to a setf-b uilding sho w in Krmfi^ham 

"We were caugfit by the bu^** says 
Peter. "Iwas working as an IT man- 
ager, so was used to the Internet and 
started writxi^ Uts and pieces on the 
Individual HoD^Plotfintefitoin^ 
saw die ^ near Strete and put a note 
on the forum the plot has sea 
wews, good access, is dose to seivicesi, 
is there anyone out there who mj^ 
be interested in joining forces buydng 
the plot?” Not long after, they received 


a phonecaD from Ibny-and Xdibei 
Smart; vdio wanted to meet cp and have 
a lode at the ste. They discovered ftiey 
only lived a few miles ap^ boto. . 
had dedded to baud a Poacsi home. 

Although they both oxigtnalfy- 
wanted to build houses, th^had to 
think about patting up bungalows to- 
stead. So Ishbd e-mail^ PoQon for 
brochnre detaOs from one of its sub* 
adiaries, the Bungalow Oopgrtuy. 

Throo^out the project, die coo- 
ples liaised with each other via the In- 
temeL They researched the prefect 
and also d^t widi Fotton on-line. 

"I fonnd the Irileriietpaiticalax!^ 
useful when looking tor materials as 
1 had decided to do all the wiring and 
plumbing niyse£^”said Peter ViooeoL 
The onty'problemswe encoantered 
were bmkfing dd^ aslhere was more 
waste to remove from the ate than 
originally antidpaled.” 

The ooiqile were wotldng friD-dme 
while the house was going up, so they 
ended up doing 16 houzs a dzy. Lin- 
da did all the decoration hag aim 

done most of the landscaping. 

But tiie two couples ha^ not only 
found themselves the perfect site, via 



The house that Pete built: Peter end Linda Vincent end their s elf build home in Strete 


the fntexoet, tijiy have also saved qinte 
a few thousand pounds by building 
their own homes. The two bouses cost 
about £100,000 each to build iilchid- 
ing £31,000 each £»' the plot and are 
fg p ected to be worth £1^,000 each 
vriiea cmiqiktefyfinished. The Stuarts 
moved into their home last November 
and the \^nceatsjust three weeks aga 
Self-bnildzng k one w^ to live in 
the home of your dreams if you are 
prepared to give time to adequate xe- 
search before start. "It is a . 
diance to use your initiative and you ' 
can always find a w a y r o u nd problems. 


We how hawe a house we would nev^ 
er have been able to afford in a mO- 
Kon years,” says Ishbei Stuart 

Peter has learnt one very impor- 
tant lesson. "Alfbongh 1 had no prob- 
lem borrowing the money, I didn’t 
think enough about eayh flow,” he 
says. Lenders eqiect you to put up 20 
to 25 per cent of the cost of the land. 
They then lend money in tranches as 
the building work progresses. 

Bfowever, tiKse sums of money me 
lent in arrears. "So, you mustn’t 
spend your coital up front, which k 
what X tSd,” says Peter. The timber- 


frame kit will be the most e^qiensve 
himp sum and the supplier will want 
to be paid on the nalL Either you need 
to have the money for tins, arrange 
credit with the company or organise 
an overdraft with your bank. 

The Indbiduai Homes Hone Building 
and Renovating Shom I9u>22Mardu 
at the Knmng^am Nation/d EsdtQdtion 
Centre. For ha^-inice tickets bou^ be- 
fore die shoM( ring 0181 710 2186. 

Fotton and the Bungaknv Co, 01767 
263300 ore-mail saies@potton.coMk, 


How good neighbours can become good friends 


It k ea^ to believe that the only neigb- 
bODis worth meationiog are those 
from beU. But the truth is that many 
more of us stay put because the peo- 
ple nest door make life so fdeasant 
than are driven out by loi^runmng 
disputes. The agenk Knight Frank es- 
,x timate that while 5 per cent of peo- 
' pte dte tiiefr neighbouis as the reason 
for moving, at least twice as mazy 
wonY oonader sdfii$ because they 
gard them as irreplaceable.. 

Neighbours are as likely to be 

t nistBri 'whti tViff inrimatiftrnnipKraH nnK 

of fem% life as they are wth the keys, 
and since It comes witb the tenitoiy, 
it k not suiprim^ that the tiiought of 
staitii^ all over again in a new area 


It's not just bad 
neighbours vMo influence 
sales, says Penny Jackson 


k pret^ daunting. But for those 
do have to inove, itfs not always a m^T 
ter of dosing tiie book on the neigh- 
bourhood: More than a few are as 
anxious about who biqfs their hou^ 
as thQT are about where they go next 
Extraordinaiy' egressions of 
ne^blx)uiizness sometimes'go wdl be^ 
yond the call of du^. Gold Wadker, 
who lived In her London house for 
more than 40 years, felt an obligatioa 


to her neigliboars that had her sell- 
ing agents in deq>air and her chosen 
buyers pindiii^ tizenasdves. The cou- 
ple were ^nprised to be diown but 
with the words: *^ou know what the 
ageute want for the house, don’t 
yoii? Rxficulotis isn’t iL See what you 
can do.” They duly put in an offer of 
£30,000 less which accepted. 

even stock vrith them through 
a collapsed sale of their bouse and a 
processwl^ could have been com- 
pleted wuhioamoDth toed: six. "Eig|)t 
lots of people wanted'the house, 
some of fihem with cash. 1 tinned timn 
down because I didn’t like tiiem,”s^ 
Nfiss T^blker. "The house had in 
the fem% rince 1933. It would have 


been terrible to see it divided up . The 
spirit of the bouse would have been 
. destreyed . A lot of ttiat was to do with 
our friends next door and I wanted 
that to continue. I was going to keqp 
in touch witb them and if I had land- 
ed them whh con^ete horrors I 
couldn’t have shown my face again.” 
While it is not umisnal for people 
to run proqiective buyers ifarou^ a 
dieddkt, it k rare that they will make 
a financial sacrifice. "A great many of 
their good intentions are forgotten in 
the end,” says Martin lamb of Kdgjbt 
Frank’s Exeter office. “But we have 
just sedd a house tor soinecnie who was 
very keenlh^ the buyers should not 
obj^ to bunting and one offer was 


turned down because the ueighbonrs 
didn’t like the person. If the vendors 
intend to live locally they know iheyH 
never bear the end of it if the new 
owners turn out to be appalling.” 
Some seDets seem almost to r^fard 
themselves as their neighbours’ 
guardian. One agent recalls getting a 
caQ from an ablated dieut the day af- 
ter some keen buyers had been round 
to see the house and meet the neigh- 
bours. "He told us he couldn’t possi- 
bly sell to them because they smoked 
and his neighbours were very ipset 
about it as th«^ were asthmatic. It 
didn’t seem to matter so much two 
weeks later, thou^ when no other 
offers bad been made.” 



PENNY 

JACKSON 


A case of false 
economics 


Just about everyone has had 
a chance to air thdr thoughts 
on how Caterfaam Bairadcs 
should be developed. As an 
hkan rie site in the centre of 
town, peo{^e feel thqy have 
a paiticuiar stake in its de- 
velopmenL 

the communiQr plan- 
lung weekend run by the de- 
velopers Linden gathered 
almost 1,000 people - from 
local schools to local MPs. 
Workshops were organised 
into stages - problems, 
dreams and solutions — 
vriiich threw up ideas such as 
the telxiildiiig of a cricket 
pavOkm and a networic of gr- 

deways. But according to 
one person vriK) didn't aoend 
the weekend, crucial lessons 
are in danger of being over- 
lotted. 

Huw Thomas, azchitea 
of the very successful Penin- 
sular Barracks scheme in 
Wmehester, says that fewer 
houses, go^ landscaping 
and an emphasis on it bemg 
an hinorical site are what dri- 
ve the values up, not pack- 
ing the homes izL 

“In Windiester a third of 
the land k garden and wood- 
land. ]ftom what 1 have seen 
of the Chterham plans, it 
lookslikeatyi^caseofde- 
veloper-itus k eating aw^ as 
nmdi land as tb^ can get 
aw^with.” 

Caterham has been 
wanted. 

As parents are gradually 
coming to terms with the 
February offers of places for 
the next school year, one of 


the education hotspots k 
geazii^ up fev an intense few 
montiis. South Bucks has 
more than hs fair share of 
good independent and state 
sdiook arid if parents don't 
start the ball rolling now, by 
September they could be 
mai^ miles from the school 
gates. Damian Gray, of 
frank's Beaconsfield 
offi^ says that everyone 
wants to be settled beforc the 
summer. “Thai means com- 
pletion by the cod of June 
and there’s a marked in- 
crease in the discussion 
about schools here and 

‘Developer-itus is 
eatii>g as 
much land as th^ 
can get away with’ 

around tizedirmer table.” In 
Cbesham, a grade n listed 
house k ou the market for 
£750,000 aud in Wsoburn 
Common, a six-bedroom 
house vrith "private and sub- 
stantial grounds” k£900JXK). 

Around the same price k 
being asked for a Surr^ 
house that once belonged to 
Sir Oswald Mosley. Upper 
Ifold house in Dunsfordwas 
his home before his black- 
shirt 

Aayoue warmed by the 
portrayal of his first wife in 
the recent telerison series 
mi^t like to know that she 
employed Gertrude Jekjdl to 
set out the gardens. 
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TUSCANY INSIDE OUT 

I Property specialists in eveiydung old and beaudfuL 
http:/.^ww-novaInedia.ittecany-iIlside- 

out/or 

Tel +39 578 26.80.16 Fax.+39 578 
■ 26.87.28 

c-Xifaii iwrnismoorelSiftbccJt 


details of properties in 
most legicBis of Etarice - 
hzAdteble or to TCDOvaie 
' - large portiolio - aU ' 
prioeiartges: 

LINKS FRENCH 
PROPERTY 
SERVICES 
■ Thk 01525 372519 • 
Be 01525 8S2831 


...jshe: 
lmk»prapertyxoJik 


NORIH a WEST Ranea arepa. 
CHboaa fram 3.00W Raa 
lil 0181 eei . 1760 / te 1780L 


linoolnshire 



4 AMD 5 aSDROOM, 

nsnCHED MEWHOMSS 
. AWULABLC AF WUUOUS 
LOCitnONS THKOOGHOUr 
liNaXKSHIBB. 
Pness range' FROM 
. £484,950X0 
£222,000. 
FORFUBraHR 
pnpTArtS TELEPHONE 

01775 711637 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 



you havea com^aint about an in tiik newspaper 
wucb concerns inaecim^, intrusioD, haisssmeDt or 

disauninatiott, write to toe editor about ti- 
ff yoa’ie still dkatkfied you can write to ti>e 
PrewCom^aintsCoomfeRon, 
an organkatiouesmblubed toiqmoM 

an editorial Co^ of FracticB for the Pres. 

THIS NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PC<7g DECISIONS 

I SAllSBWtY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y BAB 
Tciqihone 0171 353 1248 Paoiiidte 0171 3S3 8355 


* A 

in delightful 
POKTANDRATX 
FL PUEBLO 
OULAMORA6UES 
Two bedroom 
two bathroom 
apartments. All 
with baicoi^ and 
beautiful sea view. 
Swinu^g Pools 
and Sea Bathing 
For colour 
brd£3m^fiiU 
^pec^cations and 
tmees:- 
OR&TENS.L 
IPboDe^'9e3471724M6 
or 

Faoc 003471 714967 


SEINISH 
PROPERIY 
NEWS ■ 

The onty 
property 
magazine just 
for Spain. 
For a £ 1 :^ copy 
telephone 

0181 297 9194 


Itaty. 


ITAIY 1 


We have spedahsed in 
the Italian Market since 
1972 and have a huge 
selection of properly 
across Italy in all 
price ranges. 
Cottages, castles, 
farmhouses, villas, 
apartments, vineyards, 
and so on. 

OLD/NEW 

properties. Also land with 
architect and buildup services. 
Ifel; 0181 567 6047 
Write POBc« 17868 
Loodtm W5 SZQ 
Fiance 0033 4 67 96 08 92 

FRENCH 

PROPERTY 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


iMRWHOUSESj 

• ' for renoixition c 
8 AE oountzy/coast | 
•pn^ierties near Neijai 
Costa-del-Sd. : 
David Scott InL | 
01279 792162 I 




Sbmearset 



Sales Office 01460 66469 
;THE M.J.JEANES GROUP 

H Ogra SbMl, Ctart.SaMrMtTA»1QA 

forty years of^ne SuiGUng 


Overseas Property 


FRE NCH P ROPERTY 
EXHIBITION 

20TH, 21ST, 22ND MARCH 1998 

FRL lUWAMTO 6.00 PM. SAT. 10.00 AM TO 6.00 PM. SUN. lOJWAMTO 5.00 PM 

THE SOLIHULL CONFERENCE & BANCMJETTNG CENTRE 
HOMER ROAD, SOUHULL, BXRMlNGHi^ B91 3QN 

Organsed by FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 2m Lambroa Road, SW20 QLR. 

Ttiwibciie: 0181 V44 5500.1BdtowwebMBg In^zffwwwAea ci i-iwopegty-newBJom 

BRTTAINS BIGCSST A BEST ESHUBmONS FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 


BUY1I6 ABROAD? l| 

Buy wftti oonSdence. H 
I Contact The Fedei atto n 
.of Overseas Property 
.Asentsmd 
snsuHanis. 
nr your free Ust of 
mB/nbers 

MeWMM oiea Ml sees 

or ns OlBl Ml 0200 


IPC 

20^hasRealEeiBtB 
experience on the 
Spenkh Mdniand 
andlkiartle 
Hhig IPC now on 
01323 899204 

1r a ms eotaar brachiie 
Mp^AmliNHioaieacgni 
(FOPmcWeaiheil 


HENCH PM^ERTY NEWS 
iHonthlH far your Hwocpy W 

^ (0181) Mr 1884 or 

LHWw.traneh>prap«rty- 


Bzistol 


THE COUNIV HOMESEAflCH 
C OM lW WApiB iwrio iMlwtwIw 
fa FM Mid aaeim ym nee 
propM^ efficiiflay Hid aeonanl- 
m6s FortreelMeeril 0117 974 


Eastitiiglia 

COUKTRYHOUSES a eanaen In 
Sidiolk a mux. Pater Am&mb 
01449740000 

RtEE • AbbolB 40 pooi tat Gstav 
Hamatfador Breehur*. 1M^ of 
prt^MSae TfautMwfok e Swf- 
Mk. saajoaa to esooroa im. 

012B4JWQ2B 




iSPJUM 

• QRE6CE * POrmiQAL 
• RUNCe • ntoRHM • CYPRUS 
• AM70RKA • THE BAHAMAS 
• IRELAND • CAHARV A BALEAftiC 
HUUtDS m THE CARBBEAH 
• USA * GIB • n-ALV 
m.LEGM.AOVKXmFMANCE 
mFUOHTS^ BOOKS 
MOMK L'HOICR THAN ANY KVKNT! 
niRfBEE INKOMMA’nON PACK 
RWOfa OAMl. SA2 WMS <34MRS) 



Florida 

Largest selection of 3, 4 and 5 badroon homas In 
Orlando, New Port HIcjey, South West Gulf Coast 

• bedRiompoolhanieBtnn • GeVcousodBiielDfimBrb N 

Sl2sm> • ewfioigagasintiittitn 

• 4bedeompaalhamsBt«n • FUiwegamsntand 

SHSiOOO fsrtalsenkSB 

FbrMbnneionpaclc 
TBj 01432 265599 
Fax: 014323S337S SSSj 



London Property 


DANIEL 

CHAKIERED SURVEYORS 

Established 


Residential 

Cily * Barbican * Clerbenwell 

EC2 Barbican 5tb floor studio 
SWIO FinbrcT Rd u/f 1 bed new refiirb 
EC2 Barbican 1 bed maisonette 
EC4 little Britain new 1 bed apart 
ECl Heriral Hill selection of 2 beds 
EC2 Barbican 2 bed apart near lake 
ECl Hie Ziggiirat new loft apart 
EC2 Barbican 14th floor 3 bed/2 bath 
ECl New River Head stunning 2/3 bed 


£2fM^ 

£255jnv 

£275pw 

£275pw 

£325jpw 

£35(^w 

£3S0pw 

£S00pw 

£500pw 


0171 253 4414 


The Charterhouse Charterhouse Square 
London ECIM 6AP 


TbLet 



KESOenUL SALES 
AKD LETTINGS 

[TS VtonKSlMB LOMOM BIB fU 
lUadicm: 0171 224 9903 
Ansqihiw: 017 1 S4 3119 
^01712240038 


CRAVEN BILL MSLW2 
SeMd odUed ncn. L« tyr 

ilnriiML 


GBBERXSXWl 
aKi3MllDer(aoU|.M»fiE 
op^UnfaeffOMSL 


lB61li6nMGDN.SQ.R 
SuFkBb laBed gmd fk 36 ft 

Reoept, Weed Ftrs, Gdn 

wewL Two dbL beds, two 
belb, ha ktt. New Rtiutb. 
Ligand Spacious. STS 
puL Unfum. 

0171 221 7738 or 
0076 350687 


Devon & Carnwall 


COUNTYKOHESEARCHCOlVO- 
bMonal Bonfca fa M 6 H6in 
your nt piepM^ Bmhw* 

men 283346 

eoutrrv HOUEBEARCH eo 
ItWIanM • 

fab 01878238849 


Hertfordshire 


COUNTY KOHESEARGH CO pro. 
IwitonM homaCnfanB In 
H4NWB4dWCanb4.TW: CHS94 
364Se 


wiatfmwiS 

■rtiTrssEn* 




CmrU m . £liejM! 


H2 . fl37,N9| 

NemjT lefurt. I Bed ifai la nod. 
irtniltblofa. 

9t JeM WM, NWS . £16 
3 Bed FIM io pop. yAoB bfadi 
llUelmia Ca^W2 • CfaSM. 

Bed^fegtamy mn7Ui.j 

CwoUse Baace. TR - £2H 
OAkaa Eea Caidm lanaa 
Boir?BMh Fin. Pop. bla±. 
Ifadca TTanliae. «2 - £3T&m 
EteM Bc^rSab. Gndoi FtA. 
3lS£ 2 faniy Uebea. 

Mem. «3 - Omm 
ReAab, Mn Hnae, 20 Bed, 2 



0171 7922167 


Midlands 


THE COUMIY HOHESBARCH 
COMPANY prat paraonal aandea 
tor purctHoam. W 01 286 6321 BO 


Somerset 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pief 
p4faoialaendceteipiaclMi.au. 
faodiura 01577 88S83S 


'V^es 


THE COlMTy HOMESEARCH 
OOURANVFbidMidaaaBayBu- 
naxtpnxMRyeeteiBntlimdaca- 
nomIcaByL For faeriaira cWI 0045 
000 01 04 

Ita COUNTY HOUeSeARCH CO 
A ptefanfanal aatvifa far buyan^ 
Saw Sna and aRMt, OndbiB and 
aacurtno your mat ptopotv For 
bnclwn caU Cwdnr 0040 000 
01M 

lum WAUS RAWI0UGC44 Bad 
oubidldlnaBwIt laniD 


famflyL 1 
H ia Q nl O ea nt vtaan, no Mffle, 
cfaan NBtec A vary spadai apoL 
nSSK. 01000412119. 


W e?ir TC W = > 
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Museums for 
mantelpieces 

Rosalind Russell reveals a legal way to tate gallery 
and museum exhibits home with you 


On 1 April, a nen* shop opens within the 
Nathm^ Gallery la Ir^al^ Square. It is 
d^cribed bjr marketius Qrpes as a desti- 
nation shop. That is, you don't have to pay 
enhy into the ^eiy or museum to bey a 
memenco. They are already hugely popu- 
lar in America. In New York, the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art not only has an 
in-gallery shop, it has another busy De^n 
Store on 44 W53rd St sdling products for 
the home, including furniture and lighting. 

It’s the equivalent of buying the T-shirt 
without hav^ to go to the gig: useful, on 
3 tight weeke^ break sdiedule. 

The new National Galleiy shop will sell 
goods inspired by works in the g^ty, in- 
cluding a spedalfy designed range of ** 00 - 
age lights". They are ultra modem and 
feature detail from paintings in the galle^. 
They'U cost £25. 

It’s hardly surprising museums and 
galleries are turning themselves into de- 
partment stores when you consider the 
amount of money to be made. Last year 
more 'than £97m worth of V«&A brand 
tableware, /umishings and fashion pieces 
were sold woridwide. That Indudes every- 
thing from the V&A brand name talcum 
powder, sold in Marks and Spencer, to du- 

covers by Dotma, carpets by Ryaiux and 
wallpaper by Osborne and Little. Not all 
the br^ded goods are sold in the muse- 
um. but the licence fees have boosted the 
V&A’s fortunes and made it a fonnidable 
business partner. In the annual report last 
year, the museum reported a growth in 
profits of 45 per cenL &les at the shop were 
47 percent up, proving, says the museum, 
its ‘hnaturiQr" as a gift buying venue. And 
with more than S mfllion objects in the col- 
lection to inspire designers, die opportu- 
m'ties appear limitless. 

The Craft Council takes up some of the 
V&Ashop^ce,seUingone-offpiecesl 9 . 
young contemporary British designers. 
Plates, cups, saucers and teapots are sold 
as individual piec^ making the purchase 
fiid more like patrtmisiqgymmg design 
just buying a boxed set from fkea. Prices 
cover a wide range, from £1S for a ceram- 
ic mug to £1,000 for a large red decorative 
fJate hyBiipeit ^riira, a pnl>figtaHe 


A new range of rjmng ft s porcelain 
called Williani Morris Kra^gton Fruits is 
expected to appeal to customers comfort- 
able with a cl^c desigD logo. The theme 
is apricots, peaches and dienres painted on 
a crackle zmistatd-yeDow bac^totmd. 
The collection covers everything from a 
thimble at £8.95 to a set of dessert plaXes 
at £75. 

The V&A's Iznik ceramics ooUecdon in 
the Islamic and Ceramic Galleries was the 
inspiration for an Tznilc Revivals collection 
of five plates, made by c raftsm en in Ku- 
talu^ and Bursa, Ihzl^. The designs use 
the traditional shades of torqnoise, aqua- 
marine, green and red. At £120 a plate, 
they're more likefy to be decorative than 
ftm^onal. A range of green Weldon ware 
is made by the grandson of the original 
maker, whose work is displayed in the mu- 
seum. Prices go up to £76.95 for an oval 
plate. 

You mi^ think the Imperial War Mu- 
seum would find it well nigh impossible to 
muscle in on this destinatioa shoj^mg bna- 
ness, but it has risen to the The 

Cabinet Weu Room in Wesuninstet — part 
of the IWM - has just had its shop le-fit- 
ted m time for the Easter faolid^ rush. The 
mahogany fitting echo the Rhr Rooms, as 
do the goods for sale. 

Old-foshioned telephones, in red, gre e n 
or black, cost £49.95. A radio, with the car- 
cass deszgned to look like the 1930s and 
1940s radios and showing die old wave 
bands, but with modem interior, costs 
£29.95. Fbr your very own war-tom of^ 
desk you can buy an electric fan (£99) like 
those in every dvQ servants’ office in In- 
dia, or a banker’s lanrp with green shade 
at £29.95. 

Other letailets have been quick to copy. 
The mail order finn The Art Room offers 
a shower curtain printed with Alma- 
Ikdema's A Imiourite Qistomt painted in 
1909 and hanging in the Thte. Rfith de- 
tachable waterproof liner, it costs £39.95. 

Coiuacts: Cabinet TUtr Booms, dive Stqis, 
King Charles Street, London SWIA 2AQ 
(0271-930 6962): The Art Room 01993 
770444. 




Prom the V&Ak 
Crafts Council 
Shoprabove, 
Chrisde Bnwwih 
*MaleHeadand 
Shoulder^; far 
Fiona Salaxark 
Vneurfing^r and 
left, Helen Tifdbot^ 
’Cooking it up for 
seven Kttfe men* 


3 TO VIEW 

BY A GOLF COURSE 


Number 1 
Loansdean 
CotCa^as, 
near Mor- 
peth is 
Northum- 
beriand,dts 
right oppo- 
site the iStb 

M^th^Ctab. Bought tyt tepay niOMi- 
ers nyeaisago,vriienitwassenu-derebAilhas 

been iBoovated and restored as a Ihree-bednwm, 

two-receplioa house. Apart from a 

tioD hall, there is a 20-ft lounge with 000 «to 

the rear gar^n, and a iaige dining- room. The 

garden includes mature trees, bc^eis, 
and vegetable and fruit plots. GATofwn & Cou&t 
tty is asjcing £180,000 (01670 516711). 


We 




KiMaJlon. 
inBramley, 

Surrey, is 
onaprivace 
road that 
runs along 
the Dorth- 
^ bound- 
ary of an 
iS-holegolf 

course. The 12-year-oId bungalow has a 25-lt re- 
c^tion hyll, drawing- and dining-rooms, a 
.study three bedrooms. The drawing-room 
has doors to the garden and terrace, and aa elec- 
trically operated sun-blind. The large kitchen/ 

bteak&st room is fitted with gas hoh, double oven 
and buxlt4a breakfost bar. The gardens over floote 
than a third of an acre. Include a greenhouse, a 
<nmiw^r house, a garage and lawns, with open 
vfows across the golf course. £450,000 through 
Browns (01483 S31166). 

Spindle- 
wood, at 
Pyrford, 
near Wok- 
ing, Surrey, 
hasalOQ-ft 
garden that 
backs dir- 
eetty on to 
the golf 

course. The three-reception, five-bedrooia 
house, which was built in 1964, has since been 
g ftended- On the ground fJoor there is a study, 
a large facmib' room, and a 2S-fr sitting-room with 
A raised fireplace and sliding patio doors lead- 
ing to the garden. The main bedroom indud^ 
a diessmg area witii built-in wardrobes. The 
agent, Cuichods, is asldng £360.000 (01932 
350011). 
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